
ERIE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS 

INCLUSION OF VIABLE AGRICULTURAL LAND 

 

2024 REPORT 
 

  

FROM:  ERIE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL & FARMLAND PROTECTION BOARD       

TO: ERIE COUNTY LEGISLATURE       

PURSUANT TO:  SECTION 303-B OF THE AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS LAW 

 

 
OVERVIEW 

Per section 303-b of New York Agriculture and Markets Law, the Erie County Legislature set the month of September as 
the annual 30-day period to consider property owner requests for predominately viable agricultural land to be added to 
an agricultural district. Section 303-b requires the Erie County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board (AFPB) to report 
to the Erie County Legislature with its recommendations as to whether the land requested to be included in an agricultural 
district consists of viable agricultural land as defined in 301(7) of New York Agriculture and Markets Law and serves the 
public interest by assisting in maintaining a viable agricultural industry within the district.  
 

PROPERTY OWNER REQUESTS 
 

During the 2024 open enrollment period, the AFPB received applications for the inclusion of eighteen parcels into Erie 
County’s existing Agricultural Districts, one of which is already enrolled in an existing Agricultural District and was 
subsequently withdrawn.  
 
The AFPB considered these requests and based recommendations upon Agricultural District Law, which states that parcels 
to be included in agricultural districts must be “land highly suitable for agricultural production” that will continue to be 
feasible for farming if conditions remain the same. Each parcel requested for inclusion was analyzed in detail by the AFPB. 
Each application received, along with corresponding maps and aerial images are included as Attachments 1-8. 
 
The following table contains information for each request and indicates the AFPB’s recommendation on whether to 
include or not include the parcel in an existing Erie County Agricultural District:  
 

# SBL Acres Enrollment Address Muni. Applicant District INCLUDE (Y/N) 

1 12.00-2-1.1 40 0 East River Road Grand Island Robert & Christie Harper Trust North #1 Y 

1 12.15-2-34.2 2 4928 East River Road Grand Island Robert & Christie Harper Trust North #1 N 

1 12.15-2-33.11 2 0 East River Road Grand Island Robert & Christie Harper Trust North #1 N 

1 12.15-2-32.1 2 4916 East River Road Grand Island Robert & Christie Harper Trust North #1 N 

1 12.15-2-16.1 1 0 East River Road Grand Island Robert & Christie Harper Trust North #1 N 

2 226.02-5-43 10.9 7992 Boston State Road Boston Katie Reding Southeast #15 Y 

2 226.02-5-40  15.3 0 Boston State Road Boston Katie Reding Southeast #15 Y 

3 335.14-2-12 9 359 West Main Street Springville Brett J. Landsman Southeast #15 Y 

4 239.00-2-1.2 3.5 8620 Sisson Highway Eden Daniel Gelfond Southwest #8 Y 

5 245.00-2-6.2 20 10861 Partridge Road Colden John Riley Southeast #15 Y 

6 214.00-1-37.3 19 Boies Road Colden Mark Stoehr Southeast #15 Y 

6 214.00-1-38  8.1 7285 Boies Road Colden Mark Stoehr Southeast #15 Y 

6 214.00-1-41 8.3 Boies Road Colden Mark Stoehr Southeast #15 Y 

6 214.00-1-13.3 5.3 Center Street Colden Mark Stoehr Southeast #15 Y 

6 214.00-2-9.121 18.2 Darien Road Colden Mark Stoehr Southeast #15 Y 

7 194.00-5-9 11.9 2772 South Creek Road Hamburg Wendy A. Good Southwest #8 Y 

8 266.18-1-2 11.8 10455 Erie Road Farnham Rose and Charles Berns Southwest #8 Y 



Erie County staff have identified soil types and suitability for agriculture, type of operation, whether the parcel is owner -
operated or rented, gross sales, surrounding land use, eligibility for agricultural assessment, consistency with zoning, local 
and regional planning documents, proximity to existing agricultural districts, and eligibility for inclusion pursuant to Article 
25AA of Agriculture & Markets Law. This data is provided in the matrix included as Attachment 9.  
 

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Harper Applications & Maps 
2) Reding Applications & Maps  
3) Landsman Applications & Maps  
4) Gelfond Applications & Maps  
5) Riley Applications & Maps  
6) Stoehr Applications & Maps  
7) Good Application & Maps 
8) Berns Application & Maps 
9) Matrix – Parcel Listing and Information 
10) 30-Day Review Notice 
11 Public Hearing Notice 
12)  SEAF Part 1 
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6) Stoehr Applications & Maps



Agricultural District Open Enrollment Form 

� www3.erie.gov/agriculture/admin/structure/webform/manage/agricultural_district_open_enrol/submission/3691/table 

Are you requesting land be Yes 
included into an existing 
Erie County Agricultural 
District? 

Owner Name Mark Stoehr 

7285 Boies Rd 
Address West Falls, New York. 141470 

Phone Number 7163088143 

Email Address mnkstoehr@gmail.com 

Renter Name 

Renter Address 

Phone Number 

Email Address 

Total Number of Acres 58.83 
Owned 

Total Number of Acres 58.07 
Farmed/Cropped 

Total Number of Acres 250 
Rented 

Did you file a Schedule F - Yes 
Form 1040 (Profit or Loss 
from Farming) with last 
year's Federal taxes? 

Annual gross income from 15000 
agricultural operation 

Capital investment in $10,000 - $50,000 
agricultural operation over 
past 5 years 

6 

1/3 







































Application #
Owner Name

Operator 
Renter Name 

AGI from Farming 
Capital Investment - 

Past 5 years 

Type of Operation 

Enrollment Address 0 East River Road 4928 East River Road 0 East River Road 4916 East River Road 0 East River Road

Enrollment Town 

Enrollment SBL 12.00-2-1.1 12.15-2-34.2 12.15-2-33.11 12.15-2-32.1 12.15-2-16.1

Enrollment Acres 40 2 2 2 1
Ag Assessment

District 
NYS Soil Suitability Fair; Poor

Surrounding Land Use

Municipal Zoning 

Zoning on Agriculture 

Comprehensive Plan 
Recommendations

Framework for 
Regional Growth 

EC AFPP

Grand Island

No
North #1

Cash Crop (Grain/Vegetable); Orchard/Vineyard/ Liveestock / Horticulutral Specialties

1
Robert and Christie Harper Trust

Owner

12,000.00$     

$10,000 - $50,000

Fair

Dense residential; agricutural

Keep land in agricultural production by protecting farmland, helping a new generation to form, and improving the viability of all 
farm in the County; Support the state certified agricultural district with right-to-farm provisions.

Single-family Residential

Developed Area: Agriculture is not mentioned; support local policy and planning provisions that channel growth to areas with 
existing sewer and

Agriculture permitted on minimum three-acre lot

Where farming is encouraged, ensure zoning regulations that allow for flexibility in agricultural operations, in conjunction with 
NYS Dept. of Agriculture and Markets guidelines.

ATTACHMENT #9: 2023 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT OPEN ENROLLMENT MATRIX 



Application # 3 4 5
Owner Name Brett J. Landsman Daniel Gelfond John Riley

Operator Owner Renter Owner

Renter Name 
Clayton Blasz 

Enterprises, LLC 
AGI from Farming Not provided Not provided Not provided

Capital Investment - 
Past 5 years 

Not provided Not provided Not provided

Type of Operation Poultry; Other - Hay Cash Crop (Vegetable)

Cash Crop (Vegetable); 
Orchard/Vineyard; 
Sugarbush/Maple; 

Aquaculture

Enrollment Address 7992 Boston State Road 0 Boston State Road  359 West Main Street 8620 Sisson Highway 10861 Partridge Road

Enrollment Town Springville Eden Colden
Enrollment SBL 226.02-5-43 226.02-5-40 335.14-2-12 239.00-2-1.2 245.00-2-6.2

Enrollment Acres 10.91 15.32 9 3.5 20
Ag Assessment Yes Yes No

District Southeast #15 Southwest #8 Southeast #15
NYS Soil Suitability Good Poor Good-Fair

Surrounding Land Use
Residential; 

institutional, agricultural
Rural residential; 

agricultural
Rural residential; 

forested

Municipal Zoning Retail overlay Rural Residential Agricultural

Zoning on Agriculture 

Agricultural retail or 
wholesale business with 

outdoor storage 
permitted

Commercial farming, 
retail agricultural sales, 

and livestock and animal 
husbandy permitted on 

lots on five or more 
acres

Agricultural, floricultural 
and horticultural 

pursuits, and forest 
farming permitted

Comprehensive Plan 
Recommendations

Direct development 
towards the hamlets 

and away from 
agricultural lands; 
Initiate water line 

restrictions to manage 
growth; Engage in 

extended dialogue with 
the community and 

Town officials on 
agriculture to ensure it 
remains prominent in 

the public eye.

Encourage 
environmentally sound 
agricultural practices; 

Promote and implement 
the recommendations of 
the Town's Agriculture 

and Farmland Protection 
Plan

Framework for 
Regional Growth 

Rural Area: Discourage 
the conversion of rural 
and agricultural lands

Rural Area: Discourage 
the conversion of rural 
and agricultural lands

Rural Area: Discourage 
the conversion of rural 
and agricultural lands

EC AFPP

Keep land in agricultural 
production by 

protecting farmland, 
helping a new 

generation to form, and 
improving the viability 

of all farm in the 
County; Support the 

state certified 
agricultural district with 
right-to-farm provisions.

Keep land in agricultural 
production by 

protecting farmland, 
helping a new 

generation to form, and 
improving the viability 

of all farm in the 
County; Support the 

state certified 
agricultural district with 
right-to-farm provisions.

Keep land in agricultural 
production by 

protecting farmland, 
helping a new 

generation to form, and 
improving the viability 

of all farm in the 
County; Support the 

state certified 
agricultural district with 
right-to-farm provisions.

Southeast #15

Boston

Yes

2
Katie Reding

Renter

Meyer's Homegrown

Not provided

Not provided

Cash Crop (Vegetable)

Rural residential, agricultural

Good; Poor

Keep land in agricultural production by protecting 
farmland, helping a new generation to form, and 
improving the viability of all farm in the County; 

Support the state certified agricultural district with 
right-to-farm provisions.

Residential-Agricultural; Single-family residential

Developing Area:  Align policies and investments 
to encourage the conversion of agricultural and 

rural lands; Channel growth to areas with existing 
sewer and water service; Support local planning 

that designates areas appropriate for 
development and conversion and avoid "leap frog" 
patterns of development; Minimize conversion of 

designated rural and agricultural lands.

The Town should encourage new homes in areas 
that are currently services with sewer or water; 
Absent any material change in conditions, the 
Town should not extend sewer or water lines 

outside existing districts to discourage 
development of the more rural portions of the 

community.

Agricultural, floricultural and horticultural pursuits, 
and private horse stables permitted

ATTACHMENT #9: 2023 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT OPEN ENROLLMENT MATRIX 



Application #
Owner Name

Operator 

Renter Name 

AGI from Farming 
Capital Investment - 

Past 5 years 

Type of Operation 

Enrollment Address Boies Road 7285 Boies Road Boies Road Center Street Darien Road

Enrollment Town 
Enrollment SBL 214.00-1-37.3  214.00-1-38  214.00-1-41 214.00-1-13.3 214.00-2-9.121

Enrollment Acres 19 8.11 8.3 5.25 18.17
Ag Assessment

District 
NYS Soil Suitability Fair-Poor; Poor

Surrounding Land Use

Municipal Zoning Agricultural Agricultural
Agricultural; 

Residential 1 Family
Agricultural; 

Residential 2 Family
Agricultural; 

Residential 1 Family

Zoning on Agriculture 

Agricultural, 
floricultural and 

horticultural pursuits, 
and forest farming 

permitted

Agricultural, 
floricultural and 

horticultural pursuits, 
and forest farming 

permitted

Agricultural: 
Agricultural, 

floricultural and 
horticultural pursuits, 

and forest farming 
permitted

Res. 1 Family: Private 
stables and roadside 

stands permitted

Agricultural: 
Agricultural, 

floricultural and 
horticultural pursuits, 

and forest farming 
permitted

Res. 2 Family: Not 
permitted

Agricultural: 
Agricultural, 

floricultural and 
horticultural pursuits, 

and forest farming 
permitted

Res. 1 Family: Private 
stables and roadside 

stands permitted

Comprehensive Plan 
Recommendations

Framework for Regional 
Growth 

EC AFPP

Yes
Southeast #15

$10,000 - $50,000

Livestock (other than
dairy); Sugarbush/Maple

Colden

6
Mark Stoehr

Owner

15,000.00$     

Fair-Poor

Rural residential; agricultural; forested

Keep land in agricultural production by protecting farmland, helping a new generation to form, and improving the 
viability of all farm in the County; Support the state certified agricultural district with right-to-farm provisions.

Rural Area: Discourage the conversion of rural and agricultural lands

Coordinate or encourage a local Agricultural Committee with representatives from other groups/agencies to 
identify issues and opportunities on the future of agriculture in Colden; Encourage environmentally sound 

agricultural practices; Promote and implement the recommendations of the Town's Agriculture and Farmland 
Protection Plan

ATTACHMENT #9: 2023 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT OPEN ENROLLMENT MATRIX 



Application # 7 8
Owner Name Wendy A. Good Rose and Charles Berns

Operator Owner Renter

Renter Name Samuel Sicarella

AGI from Farming 10,000.00$     Not provided
Capital Investment - 

Past 5 years 
< $10,000 < $10,000

Type of Operation Other - Horse Boarding Other -  Hay

Enrollment Address 2772 South Creek Road 10455 Erie Road

Enrollment Town Hamburg Farnham
Enrollment SBL 194.00-5-9 266.18-1-2

Enrollment Acres 11.9 11.8
Ag Assessment Yes Yes

District Southwest #8 Southwest #8
NYS Soil Suitability Fair Fair

Surrounding Land 
Use

Rural residential; agricultural Rural residential; agricultural

Municipal Zoning Residential Agricultural Residential; Commercial

Zoning on Agriculture 
Agricultural, floricultural and horticultural 

pursuits, and forest farming permitted
Not permitted

Comprehensive Plan 
Recommendations

Prepare an Agricultural and Farmland 
Protection Plan, Protect existing Agricultural 

Districts; Prohibit sewer extenstions in 
agricultural areas; Explore conservation 

easements on agricultural land.

Consider all possible effects of development 
proposals, including impacts on soil, natural 

resources, and transportation

Framework for 
Regional Growth 

Developing Area:  Align policies and 
investments to encourage the conversion of 

agricultural and rural lands; Channel growth to 
areas with existing sewer and water service; 
Support local planning that designates areas 
appropriate for development and conversion 

and avoid "leap frog" patterns of 
development; Minimize conversion of 

Developing Area:  Align policies and 
investments to encourage the conversion of 

agricultural and rural lands; Channel growth to 
areas with existing sewer and water service; 
Support local planning that designates areas 
appropriate for development and conversion 

and avoid "leap frog" patterns of 
development; Minimize conversion of 

EC AFPP

Keep land in agricultural production by 
protecting farmland, helping a new generation 
to form, and improving the viability of all farm 

in the County; Support the state certified 
agricultural district with right-to-farm 

provisions.

Keep land in agricultural production by 
protecting farmland, helping a new generation 
to form, and improving the viability of all farm 

in the County; Support the state certified 
agricultural district with right-to-farm 

provisions.

ATTACHMENT #9: 2023 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT OPEN ENROLLMENT MATRIX 



10) 30-Day Review Notice 

  



 



11) Public Hearing Notice 

  



COUNTY OF ERIE
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

PROPOSED MODIFICATION TO 

AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS 

At the direction of Erie County 

Legislative Chair, April N.M. Baskin, 

notice is hereby given that a public 

hearing will be held by the Legislature 

of the County of Erie, on the 30th of 

October 2024 at 2:00 PM at the 

Chambers of the Erie County 

Legislature, 4th Floor, Old County 

Hall, 92 Franklin St., Buffalo, NY  

14202, to consider the following 

requests for the inclusion of 

predominantly viable agricultural lands 

within existing agricultural districts that 

have been submitted in accordance 

with sec. 303-b of NYS Agricultural 

and Markets Law: 

5 parcels in the Town of Grand Island 

totaling 47 acres.  

2 parcels in the Town of Boston 

totaling 26.23 acres.  

1 parcel in the Village of Springville 

totaling 9 acres.  

1 parcel in the Town of Eden totaling 

3.5 acres.  

6 parcels in the Town of Colden 

totaling 78.83 acres.  

1 parcel in the Town of Hamburg 

totaling 11.9 acres.  

1 parcel in the Village of Farnham 

totaling 11.8 acres. 

The hearing shall consider the 

submitted requests and 

recommendations of the County 

Agricultural and Farmland Protection 

Board (AFPB). The AFPB report is 

available at: erie.gov/agriculture.  

Questions may be directed to Sarah 

Gatti, Principal Planner at 

sarah.gatti@erie.gov. 

Dated: Buffalo, New York, October 17, 

2024 

  

BY ORDER OF THE COUNTY 

LEGISLATURE  

OF THE COUNTY OF ERIE, NEW 

YORK 

 

By Olivia Owens 

Clerk, Erie County Legislature 



12) Short Environmental Assessment Form Part 1 

 
 



STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW 
SHORT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM 

FOR AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS 

 UNLISTED ACTIONS ONLY 

Please indicate lead agency status by checking the appropriate box below: 

    The proposed action is within the scope of a cooperative agreement between the undersigned 
County Legislative Body (“CLB”) and the Department of Agriculture and Markets (“Department”), the only 
other agency required to undertake an action in this case. Therefore, the undersigned CLB will serve as 
lead agency for the proposed action to ensure compliance with the requirements of the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act, and is undertaking a coordinated review of the proposed action with 
the Department pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.6(b)(3). 

   The proposed action is not within the scope of a cooperative agreement between an applicable CLB 
and the Department. The agency that will serve as Lead Agency is the undersigned CLB, and is 
undertaking a coordinated review of the proposed action with the Department pursuant to 6 NYCRR 
§617.6(b)(3).

Part 1 – Project and Sponsor Information 

1. The proposed action is located in the County of________________________________ and the Town(s) of

2. The agency responsible for preparing this Short Environmental Assessment Form and determining

environmental significance is the CLB of __________________________ County.

3. The name, address, and e-mail address for the Clerk of the above named CLB is:

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
.

4. Does the proposed action only involve the modification, consolidation or termination of a county-adopted,

State-certified agricultural district by the CLB pursuant to Agriculture and Markets Law (AML) §§303-a, 303-b

or 303-c?     Yes    No

If Yes, attach a narrative description (including a location map) of the intent of the proposed action and the

environmental resources that may be affected in the County. If No, this form should not be used to evaluate

the potential environmental impacts of the proposed action.

5. Is this an action proposed to modify an existing agricultural district?  Yes  No

If Yes, total number of acres comprising the agricultural district as it exists prior to modification: _________ acres.

 

  

X

Erie
Boston, Colden, Eden, Hamburg, Grand Island and the Villages of Farnham and Springville.

Erie

Robert Graber at robert.graber@erie.gov

92 Franklin Street, Buffalo, NY 14202

X

X North #1: 59,282.2
Southwest #8: 75,821.6
Southeast #15: 87,369.9

gattis2
Text Box
Olivia Owens at olivia.owens@erie.gov 



Short Environmental Assessment Form 
New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets 

SEAF NYSDAM ver. 9/28/2020   Page 2 of 4 

6. If this proposed action involves a modification, will such modification result in a change in the size of the

agricultural district?   Yes    No

•

• Does this represent  an increase or  a decrease?  

7. Check all present land uses that occur on, adjoining, and near the proposed action?

 Residential  Industrial  Commercial  Agriculture   Park/Forest/Open Space  Other 

If Other, please describe:_________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Information on Coastal Resources. Is the action located within, or have a significant effect on:

• A Coastal Area, or the waterfront area of a Designated Inland Waterway?  Yes  No 

• A Coastal Erosion Hazard Area?  Yes  No 

• A community with an approved Local Waterfront Revitalization Program?  Yes  No 

If Yes, please identify the affected community or communities: ________________________________ 

9. Information on Local Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plans

• Is the action compatible with the County’s Agricultural & Farmland Protection Plan?  Yes    No  

If Yes, date of Plan approval: ____________________ 

If Yes, please cite the applicable language: ________________________________________________

10. Comments from Municipalities within the County

• Did the CLB receive any comments from municipalities about the addition or removal of land from the

agricultural district?  Yes  No

       If Yes, please briefly summarize the comments: _______________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

        ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Attach any additional information as may be needed to clarify the proposed action.

I AFFIRM AND CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE 
BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE 

Name of Person  
Authorized to Sign: ______________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Signature: ______________________________________    Title: _____________________________ 

  

X

X

10/24/2012

"Keep land in agricultural production by protecting farmland,  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

X X X X

North #1: 47
Southwest #8: 27.2
Southeast #15: 114.1If yes, how many acres are involved in the change? _                               acres

X

X

X

Hamburg, Grand Island

X

Grand Island submitted comments in opposition of enrolling three parcels on Grand Island. The reasoning provided

is that these parcels are not viable for farming given their residential nature and are not compatible with 

Town zoning. 

Daniel R. Castle, AICP 10/18/24

Commissioner, Erie County Dept. Env. & Planning

gattis2
Text Box
helping a new generation to farm, and improving the viability of all farms in the County"

gattis2
Text Box
Page three



PART 1 – Project and Sponsor Information, Question 4 Narrative 

 

INTENT 

The intent of this action is to modify existing Agricultural Districts in Erie County, NY pursuant to 

New York State Agriculture and Markets Law Section 303-b. Section 303-b requires an annual 

thirty-day period during which landowners may submit requests to include predominantly viable 

agricultural land into an existing certif ied agricultural district.   

DESCRIPTION OF ACTION 

During the 2024 Open Enrollment Period, Erie County received nine applications. One of these 

applications pertained to land already in an Agricultural District and was withdrawn. The remaining 

eight applications requested the addition of 54 acres to the North #1 District, 27.2 acres to the 

Southwest #8 District, and 114.1 acres to the Southeast #15 District. The Erie County Agricultural 

and Farmland Protection Board recommended the inclusion of  47 acres to the North #1 District, 

27.2 acres to the Southwest #8 District, and 114.1 acres to the Southeast #15 District. This totals 

the inclusion of 188.3 acres. 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES 

• Land Use Plan or Zoning Regulations: Each application was analyzed for consistency with 

local land use plans and zoning regulations. In most cases each application was found to 

be consistent with such documents and agriculture was identif ied in each community’s 

comprehensive plan as an industry to support and protect, and some degree of agricultural 

uses were permitted in each community’s zoning ordinance and in the zoning district of 

each proposed enrollment. Application 8 for the inclusion of a 11.8 parcel (SBL 266.18-1-

2) in Farnham conflicts with the underlying zoning district which does not permit 

agricultural activities.  

• Intensity of Use of Land: Proposed enrollments encompass land that is already being 

farmed and/or land that has been previously developed and will not result in a significant 

change in the use or intensity of the land.  

• Community Character: Each application’s surrounding land uses were analyzed to ensure 

consistency with existing community character. In each case, enrollment into an 

agricultural district was found to be consistent with the rural, agricultural, and forested 

nature of the surrounding community.  

• Critical Environmental Area: No significant impact on Critical Environmental Areas will 

occur because of these enrollments in an agricultural district.  

• Transportation: No significant impact on transportation infrastructure will occur because 

of these enrollments in an agricultural district.  

• Energy: These parcels are currently being farmed and/or have been previously developed 

and no significant impact on energy resources will occur because of their inclusion in an 

agricultural district.   

• Water and Wastewater Supplies: These parcels are currently being farmed and/or have 

been previously developed and no significant impact on public/private water supplies 

and/or wastewater treatment utilities will occur because of their inclusion in an agricultural 

district.   



• Historic, Archaeological, Architectural, or Aesthetic Resources: These parcels are 

currently being farmed and/or have been previously developed and no significant impact 

on historic, archaeological, architectural, or aesthetic resources of the community  will 

occur as a result of their inclusion in an agricultural district.  

• Natural Resources: These parcels are currently being farmed and/or have been previously 

developed and no significant impact on natural resources will occur as a result of their 

inclusion in an agricultural district.   

• Erosion, Flooding, or Drainage: These parcels are currently being farmed and/or have 

been previously developed and no significant impact on erosion, flooding, or drainage will 

occur as a result of their inclusion in an agricultural district.   

• Environmental Resources and Human Health: These parcels are currently being farmed 

and/or have been previously developed no significant impact on environmental resources 

and human health will occur as a result of their inclusion in an agricultural district.   

 



Short Environmental Assessment Form 
New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets 

 

SEAF NYSDAM ver. 9/28/2020                                                                                                                                          Page 3 of 4 
 

Part 2:  Impact Assessment 
 
Part 2 is to be completed by the County Legislative Body (“CLB”) as Lead Agency. 
 
Answer all of the following questions in Part 2 using the information contained in Part 1 and other materials 
submitted to the CLB for the proposed modification, consolidation or termination of a county-adopted, State-
certified agricultural district or otherwise available to the reviewer. 
 
In providing responses to each of the questions, the reviewer should keep in mind that the action proposed is the 
modification, consolidation or termination of an agricultural district(s) The action is not the land use or activity 
which will, or may, take place in the district(s).  For example, it is not appropriate to consider the effects of 
management actions that may be taken by individual operators in conducting farming.  Agricultural farm 
management practices, including construction, maintenance and repair of farm buildings, and land use changes 
consistent with generally accepted principles of farming are listed as Type II actions in 6 NYCRR §617.5(c)(3), 
and these actions have been determined not to have a significant impact on the environment.   
  

 
None to 
small impact 
may occur 

Moderate to 
large impact 
may occur 

1. Will the proposed action create a material conflict with an adopted land use 
plan or zoning regulations? 

  

2. Will the proposed action result in a change in the use or intensity of use of 
land? 

  

3. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of the existing 
community? 

  

4. Will the proposed action have an impact on the environmental 
characteristics that caused the establishment of a Critical Environmental 
Area (CEA)? 

  

5. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change in the existing level of 
traffic or affect existing infrastructure for mass transit, biking or walkway? 

  

6. Will the proposed action cause an increase in the use of energy and fail to 
incorporate reasonably available energy conservation or renewable energy 
opportunities? 

  

7. Will the proposed action impact existing: 

a. public / private water supplies? 

 

b. public / private wastewater treatment utilities? 

  

  

8. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of important 
historic, archaeological, architectural or aesthetic resources? 

  

9. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change to natural resources 
(e.g., wetlands, waterbodies, groundwater, air quality, flora and fauna)? 

  

10. Will the proposed action result in an increase in the potential for erosion, 
flooding or drainage problems? 

  

11. Will the proposed action create a hazard to environmental resources or 
human health? 

  

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91098.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91098.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91098.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91103.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91103.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91399.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91399.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91404.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91404.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91404.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91404.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91414.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91414.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91414.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91419.html
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Part 3: Determination of Significance 
 
For every question in Part 2 that was answered “moderate to large impact may occur,” or if there is a need to 
explain why a particular element of the proposed action may or will not result in a significant adverse 
environmental impact, please complete Part 3.  Part 3 should, in sufficient detail, identify the impact, including any 
measures or design elements that have been included by the project sponsor to avoid or reduce impacts.  Part 3 
should also explain how the lead agency determined that the impact may or will not be significant. Each potential 
impact should be assessed considering its setting, probability of occurring, duration, irreversibility, geographic 
scope and magnitude. Also consider the potential for short term, long-term and cumulative impacts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation, 
that the proposed action may result in one or more potentially large or significant adverse impacts 
 and an environmental impact statement is required. 

 

Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation, 
that the proposed action will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts. 

 

 
   __________________________________________                      ____________________________ 
                                      Name of Lead Agency                                Date 
 
 
    ________________________________________________                    _______________________________________ 
     Print or Type Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency                                      Title of Responsible Officer 
 
 
    ________________________________________________          ________________________________________________ 
         Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency                           Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Officer) 
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