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County of Erie
DEPARTMENT or ENvtRoNMENT & PLANNTNG

DtvtstoN oI SEwERAGE MANAGEMENT
JoSEPH FIEGL. P.8.. BCtsE
DEPIIY COMMISSIONER

March 27 ,2026

Ms. Molly Bebak, E.l.T.
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
Region 9 - Division of Water
700 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo. New York 14209

Re: March 18. 2026 Letter - NYSDEC
Notice of Violation (NOV)
Erie County Sewer District (ECSD) No. I

TRANSMITTED VIA E-MAIL TO: molly.bebak@dec.ny.gov

ECSD No. I in receipt of the NYSDEC's March 18, 2026 NOV letter regarding a sanitary sewer overflow
(SSO) event occurring on December 16,2025 at 2379 Union Road in the Town of Cheektowaga, New
York. A copy of this NOV is enclosed as Altachment A. Included with the March I 8, 2026 NOV letter
was a "Certification of Compliance" requesling that ECSD No. I submit a "Letter Describing Corrections
Made and/or actions being taken to address deficiencies". A signed copy ofthe "Certification of
Compliance" is included in Attachment B. Please consider this corespondence as the "Letter Describing
Corrections Made and/or actions being taken to address deficiencies".

As the NOV notes, the SSO event was reported by ECSD No. I via NY Alert, with a supplemental five
(5) day report received by the NYSDEC. A copy ofthe referenced five (5) day report sent on behalfof
ECSD No. I is included in Attachment C. The following is a summary of the details included in that
report:

o The sanitary sewer backup was observed at 9:00pm on December 16,2075, and the blockage was
relieved at 9:45pm.

o A volurne of 50 gallons was estimated for the SSO.
o The area around the manhole was retumed to its original condition.
o A closed-circuit televising (CCTV) investigation was completed the following day, observing that

a build-up ofgrease was the cause ofthe blockage.
o The grease was cleared from the sanitary seweq and ECSD No. I noted that fats/oils/grease

(FOC) inspections would be completed to identify the source(s) ofthe grease.
. A preventative maintenance task was entered into the Sewer District's computerized maintenance

Inanagement system (CMMS) to clean this sewer line on a semi-annual basis.
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Whenever there is a blockage of this type in ECSD No. l, a work order is entered into the Sewer District's
CMMS to schedule and track follow-up activities. There are three (3) sections ofsanitary s€wer upstream

of the rnanhole where the SSO occurred. During CCTV activities two (2) ofthe sanitary sewer sections
preselrted no evidence ofgrease; however, the section immediately upstream ofthe SSO included visible
FOG at two (2) lateral connections. A fourth sanitary sewer section was also televised immediately
downstream ofthe SSO wlrere the blockage occurred, and an accumulation of grease and debris was
observed.

As a result ofthis incident, the matter was referred to tlre Erie County Division of Sewerage
Management's (DSM's) FOG group. On December 17,2O25 the DSM's FOG group insPected the two
(2) potential grease sources connected to the sanitary sewer immediately upstream of th€ SSO - a
community center located at 2379 Union Road and a nursing home located at 2365 Union Road. The
results ofthose inspections are as follows:

o 2379 Union Road: at the time ofinspection, the exterior oil and grease separator was approaching
25%o full. The community center presented evidence that the oil and grease separator was cleaned
later that week.

o 2365 Union Road: at the time of inspection and through follow-up correspondence, it was stated
the cleaning frequency for the interior grease trap was insufficient. The nursing home presented

evidence that their grease trap was cleaned later that week.

ln summary, the SSO was corrected immediately on December 16, 2025 through clearing a blockage.
FOG was found as the source ofthe blockage, and the grease mass was removed. ECSD No. I followed
up with CCTV activities and identified the area where the grease likely originated. The DSM's FOG
group inspected the potential grease sources and follow up activities have occurred. ECSD No. I has

added a semi-arnual preventative maintenance task in its CMMS to check this area and perform cleaning.

As previously referenced, enclosed in Afiachment B is a signed "Certification of Compliance", submitted
within the requesled 45 days ofthe date ofthe NOV.

Please let us kn fyou require further information

Sincere

Jose cgl , BCEE
l)e lsstoller

ECSD No. I Board of Managers
NYSDEC Region 9 (M. Emery, T. Mucha, S. Radon, D. Skaros, C. Staniszewski - via e-mail)
NYSDEC Albany (8. Heinen - via e-mail)
C. Horne/K. Kaminski (via e-mail)
J. Gollegly/W. Strzeszynski (via e-mail)
L. Surdej (via e-mail)
D. Millar/G. Pecak/M. Salah/ D. Wierzba,/ I .2.3.DEC Overflows
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March I 8, 2026 Letter
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
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Department of
Envlronmental
Conservatlon

KATHY HOCHUL
Govemor

AMANDA LEFTON
Cofnmtssloner

March 18.2026

VIA EMAIL ONLY

Joseph Fiegl
Deputy Commissioner
Erie County Sewer District No. 1

Erie County Department of Sewerage Management
95 Franklin Street. 1Oth Floor - Room 1034
Buffalo. NY 14202

Notice of Violation: Unauthorlzed Dlscharge
Erie County Server District No. 1

To'am of Cheektowaga - Erie County
POSS No. NYS900038

Dear Joseph Fiegl:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT based on New York State Dapartment of
Environmental Conservation's ("D€partment') records a specific action constituting a
violation of the Nerv York StatE Environmental Conservation La'at ("ECL") and the New
York Code of Rules and Regulations ("NYCRR") has occurred at the above referenced
facility. The violation is as follo,azs:

1 . ECL 517-0509 Minimum treatment required

'The minimum degree of treatment required for the discharge of sanitary
se'//age into the surface waters of the state shall be effective secondary
treatment, provided. ho,,vever, that additional treatment may be required
consistent with the standards established for specific waters by the
department pursuant to section 17-0301 or,.,/ith standards, criteria, limitations,
rules or regulations promulgated or applied pursuant to title g hereof.'

This Notice of Violation ("NOV") is being sent regarding the sanitary sewer
overflow ("SSO') event that occurred on December 16,2025, at the address below, in
violation of ECL $17-0509:

2379 Union Road, Town of Cheektowaga (MH BASED)

ThE overflow, totaling approximately 50 gallons, was due to a greas€ buildup in
the sanitary se',rrer causing a dry weather discharge. The County reported that the
blockage 'aras relieved using a flusher truck on December 16,2025. The Event was
reported to the Oepartm€nt via NY Alert in accordance with the Sewage Pollution Right
to Know ("SPRTK") Act. A supplemental S-day report was recsived for the event by the
Department.

Divi.lon ol Wltci
700 Delawar€ Avenus. Buflalo, NY 14209 | dec rrygpv I B@Ql4@9g..0y,.gqy | (716)851-7070
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Erie County Seuaer District No. 'l
March 18, 2026
Page 2

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT the Department is reviewing its
options regarding the appropriate enforcement action(s), including the assessment of
penalties, fines. and injunctive relief for the violation noted above. Compliance with this
NOV shall not relieve Erie County Sewer District No. 1 of any liability for penalties or
other appropriate sanction(s) for the above reierenced violation. However, failure to
immediately comply may result in a larger penahy than would otherwise be assessed.
should the company be adjudged to be in violation of the ECL.

Please submit the attached Certification of Compliance to the Department wlthan
45 days ol the date of thas NOV. All questions and submittals can be directed to Molly
Bebak of my staff at (716) 851-7070, or by email at @!LL.b9bg!.@!9S.-01.q.

Sincerely,

']//.i/aUfu"
Michael Emery, P.E. 

'Regional Engineer
NYSDEC Region 9

MMB/dsm

Enclosure: CertificateofCompliance

Chad Staniszewski, P.E., Acting NYSDEC Regirnal Director
Teresa Mucha, Esq., NYSDEC Regional Attomey
Damianos T. Skaros, P.E., NYSOEC Regional Water Engineer
Stanley Radon, P.G., NYSDEC Ragional Geologist
Molly Bebak, NYSDEC Region 9 Division of Water
Bryce Heinen, E.l.T, NYSDEC Division of Water, Albany

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT pursuant to ECL $ 71-1929, any person v/to
violates any provision of, or who fails to perform any duty imposed by titles 1 through 11

and title 19 of article 17 of the ECL, or any regulation or order promulgated pursuant
thereto, shall be liable for a civil penalty of not more than $37.500 per day for each
violation and, in addition thereto, such person may be enjoined from continuing such
violalion.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT Erie County Sewer District No. 1 may
submit information or evidence to the Department relevant to the facility's compliance
record, the nature of the violations, or any mitigating circumstances. Any such
information or evidence may be used in a civil enforcement proceeding. ln the event
that formal enforcement proceedings are initiated, the company will have the right to a
hearing. Erie County Sewer District No. 1 may also request an informal conference to
discuss this NOV and the events to which it relates.

cc:



Certification of Compliance
Signed by Erie County

Attachment B
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Contc.vatlon

Certification of Compliance

For DEC Use.

Facrlity Name Erl? Counly Sawcr Dr3lrrcl No 1

Regronal lnepeclor Moly B.b.k EIT

SPDES ID

Complete and return thrs Certrfrcatron of Comphance by

Send to Regronal Water Engrneer Mrcha?l E.ncry-R9 attn Molly Bcbak nloaly.bcbak@dcc ny.goY
700 DGlewaru Avrnuc
Bulf.lo t{aw York. l42Og

1 . Facility has conecled the vrolatrons specified rn the rnspeclion report cited or attached Notice of
Violalion, or certifying that permfl or order schedulc rtcms are completed.

2 I am authorized as the permit holder to file this certification on behalf of the facility.

3. Submissron of thrs certfrcation does nol Lmit enlorcemanl or re-inspactron by the deparlmenl.

Plcasc Subm ltGms
Chrcr(rd

For Permrttee Use:

I cerlrfy undcr panalty ot law that thrs documcnt and all allechmGnls wcro prcparcd undcr my drrcctron or SupQrvrEron
rn accordance wrth a syslern desrgned lo a3iure thal qualfied p€rsonnel propedy gethered and eveluated lhe
rnlormatron submrlted Eased on my rnqurry of lhe peEon or pcrsons who managc thc aystcm or thosc pcBons
drrectly responsrble for gatherrng the rnlormation the rnformatron submrtted rs to fhe be3t o, my knowledge and
befuef. truc, accurate. and completc. I 9m awarc thal thcrc are grgnrlrcanl pcnaltrco for gubmrttrng talSc rnformatron,
including lhe possrUlty of fine and impn3onment for knowrng vrolatronS.

Trletlcc (Pa.
(Pnnt or

122 221

Dagcriptrm ot Complianca/Corrccwc ActEng R"ccrved Datr

and/or ac1lona barng takcn to address deiccnctes
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Attachment C

December I 9, 2025 Letter
Erie County Sewer District No. I
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