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DOG OR ANIMAL BITES/SCRATCHES AND WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERSDOG OR ANIMAL BITES/SCRATCHES AND WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERS
If bitten wash with soap and water. Then, call the ECDOH immediately at (716) 961-

6800; after business hours call (716) 961-7898. We will investigate the situation and

advise you on what to do.

Avoid wild animals, stray pets, and

wildlife encounters; don't feed,

touch, or adopt them.

Vaccinate pets (dogs, cats, ferrets,

and livestock) against rabies and

keep young pets indoors under

supervision.

If your pet has been injured by a

wild animal, contact your vet to get

medical care.

Secure your home to prevent

wildlife access.

Feed pets indoors.

Contact a wildlife control expert if

needed.

Educate children to avoid unknown

animals

Report bites and scratches to the

health department.

HOW CAN I PROTECT MYSELF?HOW CAN I PROTECT MYSELF?RABIES FACTSRABIES FACTS
Rabies exposure typically
occurs through bites from
infected animals or if rabid
animal saliva enters an open
cut or mucous membranes
(eyes, nose, mouth).
Early rabies signs in animals
include behavioral changes
like unusual aggression or
lethargy, loss of fear, and
unusual sounds.
Later symptoms may include
staggering, convulsions,
frothing, and paralysis, with
death typically occurring
within a week.
Treatment after exposure
includes rabies immune
globulin (HRIG) and a series of
rabies vaccine doses, which
can prevent the disease if
administered promptly.

WHAT IS RABIES?WHAT IS RABIES?
Rabies is a fatal, preventable viral disease affecting the central
nervous system.
It’s spread through bites or scratches from rabid animals to people
and pets.
Rabies is most often seen among wild animals such as raccoons,
bats, skunks and foxes, but any mammal can be infected with rabies.
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