REGIONAL NIAGARA RIVER/LAKE ERIE WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN - Phase 2

Chapter 7: Watershed Projects Inventory

It is essential to understand what work has already been completed, planned, or is underway to
identify actions needed to protect and restore the watershed. Provided in Table 7.3 is an alphabetical
inventory of watershed-related projects that have been recently completed, are currently underway,
or are in the planning stages as of 2017. Compiling this list assists in cross-disciplinary
communication and provides context for the existing conditions and influential factors affecting the
Niagara River/Lake Erie Watershed. The projects are listed according to their sub-watershed location.

For ease of searching the projects, the table can be viewed and sorted differently online!’.

The inventory provides an outline of federal projects (i.e. US Army Corp of Engineers), state projects
(i.e. NYSDEC), county projects (i.e. Soil & Water, Sewer Districts), and some large-scale local
projects. It should be noted that the following chart is a preliminary assessment and does not attempt
to capture all of the potential water-influencing projects within the watershed. For example, there
are many smaller local projects underway at the municipal-level that are not fully documented in this

inventory.

. A total of 150 projects were identified in the inventory. To
Table 7.1 Total Watershed Projects . )
highlight the major progress areas in the watershed, the

by Category

Number of| captured projects are categorized to represent the main goal
Category Projects | or issue the project aims to address. In Table 7.1 these 10
Habitat Restoration 57 categories are identified along with the number of projects
Data Collection & Research 33 that fall within these categories. Some projects fell into
Non-Point Source Pollution 17 more than one category and are counted in each. Habitat
Infrastructure Support 12 restoration and data collection & research projects
Water Quality 1 represent the two largest project categories found in the
Navigational Dredging 10 watershed. This may be explained by Buffalo State
Floc.’d Controll 2 College’s Great Lakes Center, which is located in the
;Z)iclr:f:d;cEz(::ation z watershed and where much of the research focusing on
Erosion 3 Lake Erie is completed. It is essential to maintain a balance

between data collection & research, and implementation
projects, because water quality improvement (through habitat restoration, erosion control, non-point
pollution mitigation, etc.) is vital for improving and protecting the state of our watershed. However,
as invasive species, emerging pollutants, and other manmade modifications become increasingly
prevalent in the Niagara River and Lake Erie ecosystems, continued research is integral for informing

future projects.

1 .
www.erie.gov/wmp
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Table 7.2 Total Projects by

Subwatershed
Number of
Subwatershed Projects
Niagara River 59
Buffalo River 43
Lake Erie 16
Smoke(s) Creek 12
Canadaway Creek 11
Chautauqua Creek 7
Cattaraugus Creek 6
Ellicott Creek 6
Big Sister Creek 6
Lower Tonawanda Creek 6
Cayuga Creek 6
Middle Tonawanda Creek 4
Walnut Creek 4
Buffalo Creek 4
Headwaters Cattaraugus Creek 4
Upper Tonawanda Creek 3
Murder Creek 2
Eighteenmile Creek 2

Table 7.2 shows the number of projects from the list taking
place in each sub-watershed. Some projects are taking place
in more than one sub-watershed and are counted in each.
The Niagara River and Buffalo River sub-watersheds have
the most projects underway by far. This is due to the
numerous impairment contributors and other high priority
issues in these two designated Areas of Concern. Many of
the Lake Erie projects are data collection & research
projects that assess the water quality and habitat quality of
the lake itself. Smoke(s) Creek and Canadaway Creek sub-
watersheds are also highly industrialized, flowing through
the cities of Lackawanna and Dunkirk respectively, where
creeks have been channelized, buried, or otherwise
manipulated for industrial and commercial development.
This is similar to what has occurred in Buffalo. The highest
number of projects are therefore occurring in the most
industrialized and urbanized sub-watersheds of the Niagara
River/Lake Erie Watershed to restore waterways to a more

natural state.
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