
NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

Determination of Non-Significance 

 

 

Lead Agency:  Erie County Legislature 

 

Date:      

 

This notice is issued pursuant to Part 617 of the implementing regulations pertaining to Article 8 

(State Environmental Quality Review Act, or “SEQRA”) of the Environmental Conservation 

Law. 

 

The County of Erie Legislature (“County”), as lead agency, has reviewed the proposed resolution 

regarding the Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens Expansion (the “Project” or “Action”) 

and determined that it will not have a significant adverse environmental impact and that a Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared. 

 

Name of Action:  Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens Expansion  

 

Location of Project Site: 2655 South Park Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14220 (SBL 142.05-1-1.2) 

 

SEQRA Classification: Type I 

 

Description of Action:   Erie County, through its legislative body, the Erie County 

Legislature (“Legislature”) is currently evaluating: (1) a proposed expansion of the facilities and 

horticultural resources currently managed by the Society including the renovation of 

approximately 14,500 sq. ft. of existing interior space in a grow range building and the new 

construction of an approximately 16,500 sq. ft. building addition that will house event spaces, 

classrooms, an expanded retail gift shop and reception area, and accessible amenities for the 

County’s residents and visitors; (2) a further amendment to the Management Agreement to 

authorize construction of the expansion as proposed and to allocate maintenance obligations 

between the parties upon completion of construction; and (3) the commitment of certain 

American Rescue Plan Act funds to facilitate the expansion (collectively, the “Project” or 

“Action”); and 

 

I. Reasons Supporting this Determination: 

 

The County has identified the relevant areas of environmental concern and has taken a hard look 

at each of the identified areas as required by SEQRA. The County compared the Action with the 

criteria for determining significance identified in 6 NYCRR § 617.7(c)(1) and in accordance with 

6 NYCRR § 617.7(c)(2) and (3). The County has completed Parts 2 and 3 of the Full 

Environmental Assessment Form (“FEAF”), and, as indicated below in the discussion of each 

criterion specified in 6 NYCRR § 617.7(c)(1), the Action will not have a significant adverse 

impact on the environment.   

 

A. Impact on Land 



The average depth to water table on Site is +/- 2 ft., average depth to bedrock is +/- 5ft., the 

entirety of the Site has slopes between 0% to 10%, and there are certain portions of the Site that 

are poorly drained. The Site is not located in a Coastal Erosion Hazard Area. The Expansion is 

designed to avoid sloped areas of the Site to minimize erosion or flooding concerns. A SWPPP 

and erosion control measures will be utilized throughout construction to ensure no significant 

impacts occur to land. 

 

Construction will occur over the course of approximately 24 months, with the early portions of 

construction activities during 2025 expected to be generally focused on selective demolition to 

accommodate the interior renovations as proposed by the Project. This proposed schedule limits 

any potential for impacts to the surrounding area from lengthy construction activities that might 

otherwise disturb the South Park environment.  

 

The footprint of the Project’s ground disturbance is relatively limited in comparison to the 

overall Site and disturbance to non-construction areas will be avoided consistent with the 

Society’s mission to grow and preserve plants and the living environment. Construction activities 

do not include any proposed blasting or other methods that would impact bedrock on Site. The 

Expansion makes efficient reuse of the existing grow house building to limit ground disturbance 

and clearing activities for the new building addition footprint are limited in scope and will occur 

on previously disturbed areas. The Expansion will not require major excavation or removal of 

material from the Site. Accordingly, the Project will not have a significant adverse impact on 

land. 

B. Impact on Geological Features 

 

The Site contains no unique or unusual land forms (e.g. cliffs, dunes, minerals, fossils, or caves), 

nor are there any National Natural Landmarks at or around the Site. Accordingly, the Project will 

not have a significant adverse impact upon geological features.   

 

C. Impact on Surface Water, Groundwater, and Flooding 

 

The Expansion will not impact any state or federal jurisdictional wetlands or buffer areas as there 

are no mapped wetlands on or in the immediate vicinity of the Project footprint. The Site is not 

located within a designated floodway or 100-year floodplain.  

 

The Project is not anticipated to have a substantial adverse change in existing groundwater 

quality or quantity. The Site does not overlay any primary water supply or principal aquifers. 

The Gardens does not require the use of groundwater as water supply is provided by the City’s 

public water supply. The existing water service to the Site has sufficient capacity to meet Project 

demand. The Project’s landscape plan was designed so that the Project does not create the need 

for any permanent installation of an irrigation system. And the Project will implement low flow 

and low flush fixtures to reduce indoor water use by 46% compared to a standard design. The 

Project also includes the use of submeters to monitor water consumption of specific systems on 

Site to understand and optimize usage patterns. 

 

The Garden’s potable and fire water demands will be supplied by new water service lines from 

Park Drive, which will be owned and maintained by the Gardens, and which are sufficient to 



serve the Project. Though existing domestic water lines servicing the southwest portion of the 

Site will be in conflict with the proposed Project footprint and therefore must be cut and 

reconnected as part of the Project, the Society will do so in full coordination with the Buffalo 

Sewer Authority (“BSA”) and the Society will obtain all required authorizations.  

 

The existing stormwater system on Site utilizes a combination of inlets, storm pipes, swales, roof 

drains, and sheet flow to convey the Site’s stormwater to the existing lake within South Park. 

The Buffalo Sewer Authority (“BSA”) oversees the City of Buffalo’s Stormwater Management 

Plan and acts as the MS4 authority for the City. It is anticipated that the majority of Project 

related improvements will occur within the westerly portion of the Site that primarily drains 

northerly to the existing South Park Lake within South Park, which outlets to the west where it 

ultimately drains into Lake Erie. The Expansion will disturb more than 1-acre of land and as a 

result the construction activities will be subject to design requirements for stormwater 

management in accordance with the State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) 

General Permit for Storm Water Discharges from Construction Activity (Permit No. GP-0-20-

001). The Project will be considered a redevelopment project with an increase in impervious 

coverage (adding approximately 0.7 acre of impervious surface) and is subject to the 

“Redevelopment Activity” criteria from the technical guidelines of the SPDES General Permit. 

For a redevelopment project with an increase in impervious coverage, the SPDES program 

requires that peak stormwater runoff rates do not increase from the pre-development conditions 

as compared to the post-development conditions. Because the Project will slightly increase the 

impervious coverage on the Site, a wet pond is proposed to mitigate peak discharge rates leaving 

the Site in accordance with the technical requirements of the SPDES stormwater program. 

Runoff discharge from the project site will be routed to through existing 12” and 18” diameter 

storm drainpipes that discharge northerly into the lake in South Park.  

 

In order to satisfy the SPDES water quality requirements the Project will incorporate Green 

Infrastructure practices that will consist of a series of bioretention gardens. The stormwater will 

be treated within the bioretention areas for water quality before being conveyed to the detention 

system. Areas tributary to the site and parking lot will require pre-treatment prior to entering the 

bioretention area as required by the technical standards of the SPDES general permit.  

 

The Site is connected to existing BSA sanitary facilities. The existing buildings on Site currently 

discharge sanitary sewage via a force main discharge line from an onsite pump station into the 

existing public sewer in South Park Avenue that is owned and maintained by the BSA. The 

Project proposes discharging new sanitary sewerage from the new building into the pump station. 

No new connections into the BSA sewer are anticipated. The existing pump station has been 

determined to have adequate capacity to accommodate the additional flows from the new 

building. Anticipated new sanitary discharge from the project will be less than 2,500 gallons per 

day. Therefore, a downstream sewer capacity analysis will not be required for the project.  

 

Based on all of the foregoing information, the Project is not anticipated to result in any 

significant adverse impacts on surface water, ground water or flooding. 

 

  



D. Impact on Air 

 

The Project will not result in a substantial adverse change in existing air quality. During 

construction, dust and exhaust from construction equipment will slightly increase, but such 

effects will be minor in nature and limited in duration. Accordingly, the Project will not result in 

any significant adverse impacts to air quality in the vicinity of the Site. 

 

E. Impact on Plants and Animals. 

 

The Site itself is not home to any endangered or rare species of plant or animal that is listed by 

the federal or State government, nor does the Site contain any habitat for threatened or 

endangered species. Wildlife on and in the vicinity of the Site is typical of urban areas and will 

not be significantly affected by the Project.  

 

The Gardens’ open-air, living museum maintains a tropical and humid environment in certain 

areas for the Gardens indoor collections, which include insects, fish and thousands of species of 

plants. Insects are an important and natural part of the ecosystem, but some can be considered 

pests. The Society utilizes an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Program for an effective and 

sensitive approach to manage the pest population.  

 

The IPM utilizes a series of progressive actions to care for the Botanical Gardens’ collection 

with the least possible hazard to people and the environment and avoids outmoded single 

solutions such as mass application of pesticides. Instead, the Society’s IPM Program relies on 

regular pest management evaluations and controls to reduce damage from insects and diseases. 

The Society’s on Site IPM Program monitors and identifies pests to determine which types and 

quantities of pests are present and includes preventative measures such as screening and 

sanitation methods to reduce pest numbers and protect the plant collections. the IPM Program 

utilizes natural control methods, such as introducing naturally occurring beneficial 

parasites/predators and naturally occurring fungi and bacteria, to help control pests without the 

application of any pesticides. The IPM Program uses alternative chemicals, such as plant 

extracts, soap, sulfur and horticultural oils, as an effective method to control pest population. 

Other alternative methods for controlling pests on Site include pheromone traps, boiling water, 

application of diatomaceous earth, and repellant plants. These IPM Program methods ensure that 

the Society only uses harsher chemicals for difficult pests in limited areas and ensures that the 

Expansion will not have a significant adverse effect on plants or animals in the area. The IPM 

Program also ensures that surface water and groundwater resources will not be impacted by 

excessive application of pesticides. 

 

F. Impact on Agricultural Resources 

 

The Site is not located within or in proximity to an Agricultural District or agricultural resources, 

and accordingly the Expansion will have no effect on agricultural resources.   

 

  



G. Impact on Aesthetic Resources 

 

The Project proposes the use of fiber cement panels with glazed glass panels at key connection 

points between the building addition and existing structures. Feedback on the Project’s 

appearance from SHPO and public commenters indicated a preference for the use of more 

transparent/glass materials or more natural materials (e.g. timber or terracotta) on the exterior 

façade of the proposed addition to be more in keeping with the natural and historic surroundings. 

However, the use of such materials is not feasible for the Project due to important considerations 

such as lead times on those materials, construction efficiency and long-term maintenance 

concerns. The glass paneling currently proposed for the Project exterior façade is the maximum 

amount feasible for the Project to meet energy efficiency standards (LEED silver certification). 

Moreover, the use of more transparent materials, or use of timber and terracotta-style materials 

on the exterior façade would be cost prohibitive and would jeopardize the financial sustainability 

of the Project. For example, utilizing a terra cotta cladding instead of the fiber cement panels as 

proposed would result in an additional cost of approximately $675,000 (triple the cost of the 

fiber cement panels as proposed). The Expansion as proposed incorporates appropriate building 

materials and as much glazed glass as is practicable to optimize views into South Park in 

consideration of energy efficiency goals and construction cost limitations, including more than 

1,970 sq. ft. of glazed glass on the building addition’s façade. 

 

The Project is intended to promote the Gardens as a world class visitor destination that 

showcases attractive plant collections and historic architecture on Site. The Project Renderings 

and Elevations demonstrate that the Project is not in sharp contrast to its surroundings, nor will it 

detract from the unique aesthetic surroundings, which include the famous Lord & Burnham 

conservatory building, the Gardens’ own outdoor collections, and the South Park vista. The 

Society has and will continue to work in close consultation with the Buffalo Olmstead Parks 

Conservancy and the New York State Historic Preservation Office and the Project will be 

implemented in a manner that does not detract from, but instead enhances, the visual appeal of 

the Site.  

 

H. Impact on Historic and Archaeological Resources 

 

The Gardens and South Park, along with the entirety of the Olmstead parks and parkways 

system, including nearby Cazenovia Park, have been listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places and the New York State Register since 1982. The Site is also in proximity to Our Lady of 

Victory Roman Catholic Church Historic District. Accordingly, throughout the design and 

development process the Society has engaged in extensive consultation with SHPO to ensure that 

the Project will not result in significant adverse impacts on the overall Site and surroundings, 

with a particular emphasis on preserving the integrity of the Gardens’ iconic Lord & Burnham 

glass conservatory structure. 

 

The Project design was developed in consideration of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 

for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring 

& Reconstructing Historic Buildings, with special emphasis on the applicable Preservation 

Standards for the historic conservatory building and the Rehabilitation Standards for the grow 

range building. Consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards, the Expansion’s 



addition will be simultaneously compatible with the massing, size, scale, materials and design of 

the historic buildings on Site, while also appropriately differentiated to allow the essential form 

and integrity of the historic buildings to remain intact.  

 

To fully preserve the Site’s historical character, the principal footprint of the Project’s building 

addition has been intentionally oriented on a portion of the Site that is improved with a service 

road between the conservatory and growing range building. That portion of the Site has been 

previously altered from the original Olmstead design, and the location of the building addition 

there will ensure that the front view of the conservancy is fully protected. The new building 

addition blends with South Park’s natural landscape and is screened from its contributing historic 

features by existing and proposed landscaping. The Project’s planting plan and landscaping 

details are in keeping with Olmstead’s method of using heavily planted borders. The Expansion 

proposes deciduous and evergreen vegetative plantings to provide useful buffering to screen the 

addition and associated parking area from South Park and Park Drive.  

 

A Phase 1 Cultural Resources Investigation was conducted during 2012 in connection with a 

prior Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Project to South Park Lake. Sub-surface testing in the 

vicinity of the Lake perimeter demonstrated no archeologically sensitive resources in that nearby 

project area and SHPO issued a finding of no effect for that initiative. The Expansion’s area of 

disturbance will be limited to the immediate vicinity of the existing building footprints on the 

Site and the addition will be located on a portion of previously disturbed land that currently 

features an asphalt driveway and maintained lawn. Accordingly, the Expansion is not anticipated 

to have any impact on archeological resources.  

 

After extensive consultation and review, SHPO has issued a Letter of No Adverse Effect 

concerning the Project and has encouraged the Society to engage in ongoing consultation 

throughout final development and construction of the Project. As described above, throughout 

the consultation process, SHPO feedback has indicated a preference for the use of more 

transparent/glass materials or more natural materials, such as timber or terracotta, on the exterior 

façade of the proposed addition to being more in keeping with the historic conservancy and 

surroundings. The use of such materials, though, would not be feasible for the Project due to 

extensive lead times on those materials, construction efficiency and long-term maintenance 

concerns, financial constraints, and energy efficiency objectives. The Expansion as proposed 

incorporates appropriate building materials and as much glazed glass as is practicable to 

optimize views into South Park in consideration of energy efficiency goals and construction cost 

limitations, including more than 1,970 sq. ft. of glazed glass on the building addition’s façade.   

The Project Renderings and Project Elevations show that the proposed materials, height, and 

scale are complementary to the existing buildings and surroundings and maintain the iconic front 

view of the conservatory. Accordingly, the Society will continue to coordinate with SHPO 

throughout Project construction to ensure that the Project is complementary to the historic 

conservancy and will not significantly adversely impact historic or archeological resources.   

 

I. Impact on Open Space and Recreation 

 

The Expansion will enhance recreational opportunities by improving access to the Gardens’ 

world class collections and expanding the Garden’s capacity to offer educational programming 



and special event spaces to serve the County’s residents and grow the connection between people 

and plants. Based on extensive consultation among the Society, City, Buffalo Olmstead Parks 

Conservancy, and the County, the Expansion’s new features avoid any encroachment on the 

easement area within South Park. The Buffalo Olmstead Parks Conservancy has issued a letter of 

support for the Project. Accordingly, the Expansion does not have the potential for a significant 

adverse effect on open space and recreation, and in fact, will enhance those opportunities for the 

County’s residents and visitors. 

 

J. Impact on Critical Environmental Areas 

 

There are no Critical Environmental Areas as described in subdivision 6 NYCRR 617.14(g) on 

the Site or in proximity to the Site.  Accordingly, the Project will not have any significant 

adverse impacts upon Critical Environmental Areas. 

 

K. Impact on Transportation 

 

The Expansion proposes an additional 53 parking spaces for increased capacity for special event 

spaces on Site and proposes a new two-way traffic flow with additional pedestrian and bicycle 

amenities along Park Drive to connect the principle front entrance to the Gardens with the new 

parking area at the southwest portion of the Site. Considering the potential for additional traffic 

to the Site and the proposed changes to traffic directionality, the Society retained Passero 

Associates to prepare a Traffic Study in May 2024 (“Traffic Study”) to evaluate the potential for 

any impacts to transportation resources. The Traffic Study established that the Project is 

expected to generate approximately 10 entering and 16 exiting vehicle trips during the weekday 

PM peak hour (between 4:15pm to 5:15pm), and to generate approximately 53 entering and 28 

exiting vehicle trips during the Saturday peak mid-day hour (between 1pm-2pm). The Project’s 

traffic volumes will be well within the existing capacity limits of the surrounding roadway 

system and only minor impacts are anticipated to the traffic environment in the area. See Exhibit 

F, p. 11. The Traffic Study recommends the conversion of a portion of Park Road to a two-way 

traffic flow, indicates that pedestrian and bicycle traffic should be prioritized, and further 

recommends improvements to the roundabout signage and pavement markings at the intersection 

of Park Drive and South Park Avenue. The Society and Erie County are currently working with 

the City DPW to achieve those priorities throughout implementation of the Expansion to ensure 

there are no significant impacts to transportation. Accordingly, the Project is not expected to 

result in any significant adverse impacts to transportation. 

 

L. Impact on Energy  

 

The Expansion’s energy demand is expected to increase slightly to approximately 500kVA at 

480V, which is well within the capacity of the existing service to the Site. The Expansion does 

not require any new or upgraded substation, nor will it create or extend transmission/supply 

systems, and the limited 16,500 sq. ft. footprint of the building addition will not significantly 

increase the extent of the interior area that requires heating/cooling. The building addition is 

partially embedded into the ground and utilizes compact massing strategies to reduce unwanted 

heat loss or gain through exterior walls. The Project uses high performance glass glazing 

techniques and increased continuous insulation to reduce unwanted heat loss or gain through 



exterior walls and roofing. An Air Source Heat Pump system eliminates on site fossil fuel 

combustion for heating and the use of Energy Recovery Ventilators will reduce stress on the 

heating and cooling systems. The Project will use submeters to monitor energy consumption of 

specific systems to understand and optimize energy usage patterns. The rooftop of the proposed 

addition is designed to accommodate solar panels for potential future use, and the parking areas 

on Site will be equipped with infrastructure for electric vehicle charging. Altogether the Project 

engineers estimate that the foregoing sustainability features will result in approximately a 27% 

energy use reduction compared to a standard structure.  

 

Accordingly, the Project does not have the potential for significant adverse impacts on energy 

resources. 

 

M. Impact on Noise, Odor and Light 

 

The Society’s operation of the Gardens and implementation of the Expansion does not involve 

the types of activities that generate nuisance odors. The Expansion will introduce limited new 

lighting to the Site in connection with the building addition and new parking area at the 

southwest of the Site. The potential for light traveling off Site, however, is effectively mitigated 

by the extensive plantings that will surround the parking area and addition. The Expansion is not 

anticipated to have a substantial adverse change on existing noise levels at or around the Site. 

Construction activities will result in temporary noise impacts from construction equipment and 

trucks coming to and from the Site, but such activity will be limited to normal business hours and 

will be of temporary duration during the construction period only. Upon completion of the 

Expansion there will be minor impacts to the noise environment from special events and outdoor 

activities (e.g. wedding terrace and outdoor classroom experiences). However, the sophisticated 

nature of special events on Site, which include security provided by the Society to ensure orderly 

conduct, and the educational focus of other outdoor spaces ensures the Expansion will not 

contribute any nuisance noise to the area. Moreover, the robust plantings proposed by the 

Expansion will offer effective natural buffering to limit any noise impacts to South Park or Park 

Drive. Accordingly, the Expansion does not have the potential for significant adverse impacts 

from noise, odor, or light. 

 

N. Impact on Human Health 

 

The Expansion will facilitate the continued operation of the Gardens, which is not the kind of 

activity that is typically associated with any hazards to human health. As described above, the 

Society implements an IPM Program to preserve the Gardens’ plant collection with minimal 

application of pesticides to ensure that the Expansion and continued operation of the Gardens has 

no tendency to negatively impact the health of visitors or workers at the Site. Accordingly, the 

Project will not have any significant adverse impact to human health. 

 

O. Consistency with Community Plans & Character 

 

The City’s Comprehensive Plan, Queen City in the 21st Century, and the Erie County Parks 

Master Plan both expressly address the Gardens as a special purpose park that serves as a unique 

regional asset to maintain Olmstead’s visionary principles for thoughtfully designed outdoor 



spaces that promote passive and active recreation in a natural environment. In consultation with 

Buffalo Olmstead Parks Conservancy, the Expansion has been carefully designed to ensure the 

Project will not encroach on parkland. Implementation of the Expansion will ensure that the 

Gardens can continue to thrive and contribute to the vibrant community character in and around 

South Park.  

 

The Site is within the City’s limits and if the Gardens were not a facility open to the public, 

maintained for the public benefit, and owned by the County, the Site would typically be subject 

to the land use regulations in the Buffalo Green Code. Based on the County ownership of the 

Site, the public use of the Gardens, and the public benefit to be served by the Expansion, the Site 

is not regulated by the City’s Green Code for purposes of the Expansion because government 

entities such as the County, are immune from local zoning controls when developing a public 

facility and the balance of public interests weighs in favor of such immunity. The Expansion is 

nevertheless consistent with the Buffalo Green Code’s relevant regulations at Sections 4.9; 6.1; 

and 11.3. The Site is in a D-OG Green Zone, which is an area intended for civic greens and parks 

and cultural facilities with ancillary assembly, retail, and restaurant uses. The Expansion does not 

propose a significant change in density or uses at the Site, nor will it create an additional demand 

for community or emergency services. The Expansion is designed to enrich the community 

character by helping to sustain the historical Site and assets and provides enhanced opportunities 

for recreational enjoyment and educational programming that benefits the community. 

Accordingly, the Project is consistent with and will not have any significant adverse impacts to 

community plans or character.   

 

II. Conclusion 

 

A number of temporary and/or minor environmental impacts have been identified in connection 

with the Action. However, a thorough analysis of these potential impacts reveals that where 

necessary, such impacts have been mitigated to the greatest extent possible by the design of the 

Project and that none of these impacts will be significant. Accordingly, the issuance of a negative 

declaration for the Project is appropriate.  

 

For Further Information: 

 

Contact Person: Mark Rountree, Department of Environment and Planning  

 

Address:  Erie County Department of Environment and Planning 

95 Franklin Street, 10th Floor 

Buffalo, New York 14202 

 

Telephone Number: (716) 858-8008 

 
 

 



Full Environmental Assessment Form 

Part 1 - Project and Setting 

Instructions for Completing Part 1 

Part 1 is to be completed by the applicant or project sponsor. Responses become part of the application for approval or funding, 
are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification. 

Complete Part I based on information currently available. If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully respond to 
any item, please answer as thoroughly as possible based on current information; indicate whether missing information does not exist, 
or is not reasonably available to the sponsor; and, when possible, generally describe work or studies which would be necessary to 
update or fully develop that information. 

Applicants/sponsors must complete all items in Sections A & B. In Sections C, D & E, most items contain an initial question that 
must be answered either "Yes" or ''No". If the answer to the initial question is "Yes", complete the sub-questions that follow. If the 
answer to the initial question is "No", proceed to the next question. Section Fallows the project sponsor to identify and attach any 
additional information. Section G requires the name and signature of the applicant or project sponsor to verify that the information 
contained in Part lis accurate and complete. 

A. Project and Applicant/Sponsor Information.

Name of Action or Project: 
Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens - Proposed Expansion Project 
Project Location (describe, and attach a general location map): 

2655 South Park Avenue, Buffalo, New York 14218-1526 ("Site") 

Brief Description of Proposed Action (include purpose or need): 
Due to being at capacity for educational, event, exhibition, admissions and retail space, combined with the need to provide better accessibility for the 
public, the Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens in partnership with Erie County (Site Owner) embarked on a master planning process. After 
thoughtful consideration, the master plan has resulted in a project proposal to renovate 14,495 SF +/- of existing space in the 1960 growing range building 
(including 2 growhouses) and construct a building addition to add 16,500SF +/- of new space (expanded event spaces, classrooms, gift shop and 
reception area) adjacent to the growing range building and connecting to the historic conservatory through existing exhibit spaces. The current spaces 
within the historic conservatory that are used for admissions, retail and events will be converted to exhibition spaces for the living museum. A 52 space 
parking lot is planned to support these new amenities. In addition, a new 6"DIP waterline for domestic water and a new 8" DIP waterline for fire water are 
planned, both to be connected through a backflow preventer and meter to the existing 12" City of Buffalo waterline on South Park. Please see attached 
correspondence from the Society for a full project description. 

Name of Applicant/Sponsor: 
Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens Society, Inc 

Address: 2655 South Park Ave

City/PO: Buffalo 

Project Contact (if not same as sponsor; give name and title/role): 
Erin Grajek, Interim President/CEO 

Address: 

City/PO: 

Property Owner (if not same as sponsor): 
Erie County 

Address: 
95 Franklin St. - 14th floor 
City/PO: Buffalo
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Telephone: 716-316-9292
E-Mail: EGrajek@buffalogardens.com

State: NY 

Telephone: 716-36-9292

J Zip Code: 14218-1526

E-Mail: EGrajek@buffalogardens.com

State: 

Telephone: (716) 858-4954 
E-Mail: William.Geary@erie.gov

State: NY

I 
Zip Code: 

I Zip Code:14202
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Full Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 2 - Identification of Potential Project Impacts 

Part 2 is to be completed by the lead agency.  Part 2 is designed to help the lead agency inventory all potential resources that could 
be affected by a proposed project or action.  We recognize that the lead agency=s reviewer(s) will not necessarily be environmental 
professionals.  So, the questions are designed to walk a reviewer through the assessment process by providing a series of questions that 
can be answered using the information found in Part 1.  To further assist the lead agency in completing Part 2, the form identifies the 
most relevant questions in Part 1 that will provide the information needed to answer the Part 2 question.  When Part 2 is completed, the 
lead agency will have identified the relevant environmental areas that may be impacted by the proposed activity.   

If the lead agency is a state agency and the action is in any Coastal Area, complete the Coastal Assessment Form before proceeding 
with this assessment. 
Tips for completing Part 2: 

• Review all of the information provided in Part 1.
• Review any application, maps, supporting materials and the Full EAF Workbook.
• Answer each of the 18 questions in Part 2.
• If you answer “Yes” to a numbered question, please complete all the questions that follow in that section.
• If you answer “No” to a numbered question, move on to the next numbered question.
• Check appropriate column to indicate the anticipated size of the impact.
• Proposed projects that would exceed a numeric threshold contained in a question should result in the reviewing agency

checking the box “Moderate to large impact may occur.”
• The reviewer is not expected to be an expert in environmental analysis.
• If you are not sure or undecided about the size of an impact, it may help to review the sub-questions for the general

question and consult the workbook.
• When answering a question consider all components of the proposed activity, that is, the Awhole action@.
• Consider the possibility for long-term and cumulative impacts as well as direct impacts.
• Answer the question in a reasonable manner considering the scale and context of the project.

1. Impact on Land
Proposed action may involve construction on, or physical alteration of,  NO  YES 
the land surface of the proposed site.  (See Part 1. D.1)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - j.  If “No”, move on to Section 2.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may involve construction on land where depth to water table is
less than 3 feet.

E2d 9 9

b. The proposed action may involve construction on slopes of 15% or greater. E2f 9 9

c. The proposed action may involve construction on land where bedrock is exposed, or
generally within 5 feet of existing ground surface.

E2a 9 9

d. The proposed action may involve the excavation and removal of more than 1,000 tons
of natural material.

D2a 9 9

e. The proposed action may involve construction that continues for more than one year
or in multiple phases.

D1e 9 9

f. The proposed action may result in increased erosion, whether from physical
disturbance or vegetation removal (including from treatment by herbicides).

D2e, D2q 9 9

g. The proposed action is, or may be, located within a Coastal Erosion hazard area. B1i 9 9

h. Other impacts: _______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

Agency Use Only [If applicable]
Project :

Date :

FEAF 2019

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91690.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91690.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91704.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91709.html
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2. Impact on Geological Features
The proposed action may result in the modification or destruction of, or inhibit 
access to, any unique or unusual land forms on the site (e.g., cliffs, dunes,   NO  YES 
minerals, fossils, caves).  (See Part 1. E.2.g) 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - c.  If “No”, move on to Section 3. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. Identify the specific land form(s) attached: ________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

E2g 9 9

b. The proposed action may affect or is adjacent to a geological feature listed as a
registered National Natural Landmark.
Specific feature: _____________________________________________________  

E3c 9 9

c. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

3. Impacts on Surface Water
The proposed action may affect one or more wetlands or other surface water  NO  YES 
 bodies (e.g., streams, rivers, ponds or lakes).  (See Part 1. D.2, E.2.h)  
If “Yes”, answer questions a - l.  If “No”, move on to Section 4. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may create a new water body. D2b, D1h 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in an increase or decrease of over 10% or more than a
10 acre increase or decrease in the surface area of any body of water.

D2b 9 9

c. The proposed action may involve dredging more than 100 cubic yards of material
from a wetland or water body.

D2a 9 9

d. The proposed action may involve construction within or adjoining a freshwater or
tidal wetland, or in the bed or banks of any other water body.

E2h 9 9

e. The proposed action may create turbidity in a waterbody, either from upland erosion,
runoff or by disturbing bottom sediments.

D2a, D2h 9 9

f. The proposed action may include construction of one or more intake(s) for withdrawal
of water from surface water.

D2c 9 9

g. The proposed action may include construction of one or more outfall(s) for discharge
of wastewater to surface water(s).

D2d 9 9

h. The proposed action may cause soil erosion, or otherwise create a source of
stormwater discharge that may lead to siltation or other degradation of receiving
water bodies.

D2e 9 9

i. The proposed action may affect the water quality of any water bodies within or
downstream of the site of the proposed action.

E2h 9 9

j. The proposed action may involve the application of pesticides or herbicides in or
around any water body.

D2q, E2h 9 9

k. The proposed action may require the construction of new, or expansion of existing,
wastewater treatment facilities.

 D1a, D2d 9 9

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91714.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91719.html
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l. Other impacts: _______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

4. Impact on groundwater
The proposed action may result in new or additional use of ground water, or   NO  YES 
may have the potential to introduce contaminants to ground water or an aquifer. 
(See Part 1. D.2.a, D.2.c, D.2.d, D.2.p, D.2.q, D.2.t) 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - h.  If “No”, move on to Section 5.  

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may require new water supply wells, or create additional demand
on supplies from existing water supply wells.

D2c 9 9

b. Water supply demand from the proposed action may exceed safe and sustainable
withdrawal capacity rate of the local supply or aquifer.
Cite Source: ________________________________________________________

D2c 9 9

c. The proposed action may allow or result in residential uses in areas without water and
sewer services.

D1a, D2c 9 9

d. The proposed action may include or require wastewater discharged to groundwater. D2d, E2l 9 9

e. The proposed action may result in the construction of water supply wells in locations
where groundwater is, or is suspected to be, contaminated.

D2c, E1f, 
E1g, E1h 

9 9

f. The proposed action may require the bulk storage of petroleum or chemical products
over ground water or an aquifer.

D2p, E2l 9 9

g. The proposed action may involve the commercial application of pesticides within 100
feet of potable drinking water or irrigation sources.

E2h, D2q, 
E2l, D2c 

9 9

h. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

9 9

5. Impact on Flooding
The proposed action may result in development on lands subject to flooding.  NO  YES 
(See Part 1. E.2)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - g.  If “No”, move on to Section 6.

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may result in development in a designated floodway. E2i 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in development within a 100 year floodplain. E2j 9 9

c. The proposed action may result in development within a 500 year floodplain. E2k 9 9

d. The proposed action may result in, or require, modification of existing drainage
patterns.

D2b, D2e 9 9

e. The proposed action may change flood water flows that contribute to flooding. D2b, E2i, 
E2j, E2k 

9 9

f. If there is a dam located on the site of the proposed action, is the dam in need of repair,
or upgrade?

E1e 9 9

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91724.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91729.html
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g. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

6. Impacts on Air
 NO  YES The proposed action may include a state regulated air emission source.   

(See Part 1. D.2.f., D.2.h, D.2.g) 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - f.  If “No”, move on to Section 7. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. If  the proposed action requires federal or state air emission permits, the action may
also emit one or more greenhouse gases at or above the following levels:

i. More than 1000 tons/year of carbon dioxide (CO2)
ii. More than 3.5 tons/year of nitrous oxide (N2O)
iii. More than 1000 tons/year of carbon equivalent of perfluorocarbons (PFCs)
iv. More than .045 tons/year of sulfur hexafluoride (SF6)
v. More than 1000 tons/year of carbon dioxide equivalent of

hydrochloroflourocarbons (HFCs) emissions
vi. 43 tons/year or more of methane

D2g 
D2g 
D2g 
D2g 
D2g 

D2h 

9
9
9
9
9

9

9
9
9
9
9

9

b. The proposed action may generate 10 tons/year or more of any one designated
hazardous air pollutant, or 25 tons/year or more of any combination of such hazardous
air pollutants.

D2g 9 9

c. The proposed action may require a state air registration, or may produce an emissions
rate of total contaminants that may exceed 5 lbs. per hour, or may include a heat
source capable of producing more than 10 million BTU=s per hour.

D2f, D2g 9 9

d. The proposed action may reach 50% of any of the thresholds in “a” through “c”,
above.

D2g 9 9

e. The proposed action may result in the combustion or thermal treatment of more than 1
ton of refuse per hour.

D2s 9 9

f. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

7. Impact on Plants and Animals
The proposed action may result in a loss of flora or fauna.  (See Part 1. E.2. m.-q.)  NO  YES 

  If “Yes”, answer questions a - j.  If “No”, move on to Section 8. 
Relevant 

Part I 
Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may cause reduction in population or loss of individuals of any
threatened or endangered species, as listed by New York State or the Federal
government, that use the site, or are found on, over, or near the site.

E2o 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in a reduction or degradation of any habitat used by
any rare, threatened or endangered species, as listed by New York State or the federal
government.

E2o 9 9

c. The proposed action may cause reduction in population, or loss of individuals, of any
species of special concern or conservation need, as listed by New York State or the
Federal government, that use the site, or are found on, over, or near the site.

E2p 9 9

d. The proposed action may result in a reduction or degradation of any habitat used by
any species of special concern and conservation need, as listed by New York State or
the Federal government.

E2p 9 9

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91734.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91739.html
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e. The proposed action may diminish the capacity of a registered National Natural
Landmark to support the biological community it was established to protect.

E3c 9 9

f. The proposed action may result in the removal of, or ground disturbance in, any
portion of a designated significant natural community.
Source: ____________________________________________________________

E2n 9 9

g. The proposed action may substantially interfere with nesting/breeding, foraging, or
over-wintering habitat for the predominant species that occupy or use the project site. E2m 9 9

h. The proposed action requires the conversion of more than 10 acres of forest,
grassland or any other regionally or locally important habitat.
Habitat type & information source: ______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

E1b 9 9

i. Proposed action (commercial, industrial or recreational projects, only) involves use of
herbicides or pesticides.

D2q 9 9

j. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

8. Impact on Agricultural Resources
The proposed action may impact agricultural resources.  (See Part 1. E.3.a. and b.)  NO  YES 
If “Yes”, answer questions a - h.  If “No”, move on to Section 9. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may impact soil classified within soil group 1 through 4 of the
NYS Land Classification System.

E2c, E3b 9 9

b. The proposed action may sever, cross or otherwise limit access to agricultural land
(includes cropland, hayfields, pasture, vineyard, orchard, etc).

E1a, Elb 9 9

c. The proposed action may result in the excavation or compaction of the soil profile of
active agricultural land.

E3b 9 9

d. The proposed action may irreversibly convert agricultural land to non-agricultural
uses, either more than 2.5 acres if located in an Agricultural District, or more than 10
acres if not within an Agricultural District.

E1b, E3a 9 9

e. The proposed action may disrupt or prevent installation of an agricultural land
management system.

El a, E1b 9 9

f. The proposed action may result, directly or indirectly, in increased development
potential or pressure on farmland.

C2c, C3, 
D2c, D2d 

9 9

g. The proposed project is not consistent with the adopted municipal Farmland
Protection Plan.

C2c 9 9

h. Other impacts: ________________________________________________________ 9 9

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91745.html
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9. Impact on Aesthetic Resources
The land use of the proposed action are obviously different from, or are in  NO  YES 
sharp contrast to, current land use patterns between the proposed project and
a scenic or aesthetic resource.  (Part 1. E.1.a, E.1.b, E.3.h.)

  If “Yes”, answer questions a - g.  If “No”, go to Section 10. 
Relevant 

Part I 
Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. Proposed action may be visible from any officially designated federal, state, or local
scenic or aesthetic resource.

E3h 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in the obstruction, elimination or significant
screening of one or more officially designated scenic views.

E3h, C2b 9 9

c. The proposed action may be visible from publicly accessible vantage points:
i. Seasonally (e.g., screened by summer foliage, but visible during other seasons)
ii. Year round

E3h 
9
9

9
9

d. The situation or activity in which viewers are engaged while viewing the proposed
action is:
i. Routine travel by residents, including travel to and from work
ii. Recreational or tourism based activities

E3h 

E2q,  

E1c 9
9

9
9

e. The proposed action may cause a diminishment of the public enjoyment and
appreciation of the designated aesthetic resource.

 E3h 9 9

f. There are similar projects visible within the following distance of the proposed
project:

0-1/2 mile
½ -3  mile
3-5   mile
5+    mile

D1a, E1a, 
D1f, D1g 

9 9

g. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

10. Impact on Historic and Archeological Resources
The proposed action may occur in or adjacent to a historic or archaeological  NO  YES 
resource.  (Part 1. E.3.e, f. and g.)

If “Yes”, answer questions a - e.  If “No”, go to Section 11.
Relevant 

Part I 
Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

E3e 9 9

b. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous
to, an area designated as sensitive for archaeological sites on the NY State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeological site inventory.

E3f 9 9

c. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous
to, an archaeological site not included on the NY SHPO inventory.
Source: ____________________________________________________________

E3g 9 9

a. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous 
to, any buildings, archaeological site or district which is listed on the National or 
State Register of Historical Places, or that has been determined by the Commissioner 
of the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to be eligible for 
listing on the State Register of Historic Places.  

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91750.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91760.html
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d. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

e.
If any of the above (a-d) are answered “Moderate to large impact may 
occur”, continue with the following questions to help support conclusions in Part 3:

i. The proposed action may result in the destruction or alteration of all or part
of the site or property.

ii. The proposed action may result in the alteration of the property’s setting or
integrity.

iii. The proposed action may result in the introduction of visual elements which
are out of character with the site or property, or may alter its setting.

E3e, E3g, 
E3f 

E3e, E3f, 
E3g, E1a, 
E1b 
E3e, E3f, 
E3g, E3h, 
C2, C3 

9

9

9

9

9

9

11. Impact on Open Space and Recreation
The proposed action may result in a loss of recreational opportunities or a  NO  YES 
reduction of an open space resource as designated in any  adopted
municipal open space plan.
(See Part 1. C.2.c, E.1.c., E.2.q.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - e.  If “No”, go to Section 12. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may result in an impairment of natural functions, or “ecosystem
services”, provided by an undeveloped area, including but not limited to stormwater
storage, nutrient cycling, wildlife habitat.

D2e, E1b 
E2h,  
E2m, E2o, 
E2n, E2p 

9 9

b. The proposed action may result in the loss of a current or future recreational resource. C2a, E1c, 
C2c, E2q 

9 9

c. The proposed action may eliminate open space or recreational resource in an area
with few such resources.

C2a, C2c 
E1c, E2q 

9 9

d. The proposed action may result in loss of an area now used informally by the
community as an open space resource.

C2c, E1c 9 9

e. Other impacts: _____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

9 9

12. Impact on Critical Environmental Areas
The proposed action may be located within or adjacent to a critical  NO  YES 
environmental area (CEA).  (See Part 1. E.3.d)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - c.  If “No”, go to Section 13. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may result in a reduction in the quantity of the resource or
characteristic which was the basis for designation of the CEA.

E3d 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in a reduction in the quality of the resource or
characteristic which was the basis for designation of the CEA.

E3d 9 9

c. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91765.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91771.html
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13. Impact on Transportation
The proposed action may result in a change to existing transportation systems.  NO  YES 
(See Part 1. D.2.j)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - f.  If “No”, go to Section 14. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. Projected traffic increase may exceed capacity of existing road network. D2j 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in the construction of paved parking area for 500 or
more vehicles.

D2j 9 9

c. The proposed action will degrade existing transit access. D2j 9 9

d. The proposed action will degrade existing pedestrian or bicycle accommodations. D2j 9 9

e. The proposed action may alter the present pattern of movement of people or goods. D2j 9 9

f. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

14. Impact on Energy
The proposed action may cause an increase in the use of any form of energy.  NO  YES 
(See Part 1. D.2.k)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - e.  If “No”, go to Section 15. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action will require a new, or an upgrade to an existing, substation. D2k 9 9

b. The proposed action will require the creation or extension of an energy transmission
or supply system to serve more than 50 single or two-family residences or to serve a
commercial or industrial use.

D1f, 
D1q, D2k 

9 9

c. The proposed action may utilize more than 2,500 MWhrs per year of electricity. D2k 9 9

d. The proposed action may involve heating and/or cooling of more than 100,000 square
feet of building area when completed.

D1g 9 9

e. Other Impacts: ________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

15. Impact on Noise, Odor, and Light
The proposed action may result in an increase in noise, odors, or outdoor lighting.  NO  YES 
(See Part 1. D.2.m., n., and o.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - f.  If “No”, go to Section 16. 

Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may produce sound above noise levels established by local
regulation.

D2m 9 9

b. The proposed action may result in blasting within 1,500 feet of any residence,
hospital, school, licensed day care center, or nursing home.

D2m, E1d 9 9

c. The proposed action may result in routine odors for more than one hour per day. D2o 9 9

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91776.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91781.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91786.html
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d. The proposed action may result in light shining onto adjoining properties. D2n 9 9

e. The proposed action may result in lighting creating sky-glow brighter than existing
area conditions.

D2n, E1a 9 9

f. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

9 9

16. Impact on Human Health
The proposed action may have an impact on human health from exposure  NO  YES 
to new or existing sources of contaminants.  (See Part 1.D.2.q., E.1. d. f. g. and h.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - m.  If “No”, go to Section 17. 

Relevant  
Part I 

Question(s) 

No,or 
small 

impact 
may cccur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action is located within 1500 feet of a school, hospital, licensed day
care center, group home, nursing home or retirement community.

E1d 9 9

b. The site of the proposed action is currently undergoing remediation. E1g, E1h 9 9

c. There is a completed emergency spill remediation, or a completed environmental site
remediation on, or adjacent to, the site of the proposed action.

E1g, E1h 9 9

d. The site of  the action is subject to an institutional control limiting the use of the 
property (e.g., easement or deed restriction).

E1g, E1h 9 9

e. The proposed action may affect institutional control measures that were put in place
to ensure that the site remains protective of the environment and human health.

E1g, E1h 9 9

f. The proposed action has adequate control measures in place to ensure that future
generation, treatment and/or disposal of hazardous wastes will be protective of the
environment and human health.

D2t 9 9

g. The proposed action involves construction or modification of a solid waste
management facility.

D2q, E1f 9 9

h. The proposed action may result in the unearthing of solid or hazardous waste. D2q, E1f 9 9

i. The proposed action may result in an increase in the rate of disposal, or processing, of
solid waste. 

D2r, D2s 9 9

j. The proposed action may result in excavation or other disturbance within 2000 feet of
a site used for the disposal of solid or hazardous waste. 

E1f, E1g 
E1h 

9 9

k. The proposed action may result in the migration of explosive gases from a landfill
site to adjacent off site structures.

E1f, E1g 9 9

l. The proposed action may result in the release of contaminated leachate from the
project site. 

D2s, E1f, 
D2r 

9 9

m. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91791.html
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17. Consistency with Community Plans 
 The proposed action is not consistent with adopted land use plans.    NO   YES 
 (See Part 1. C.1, C.2. and C.3.)   
 If “Yes”, answer questions a - h.  If “No”, go to Section 18. 

 Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action’s land use components may be different from, or in sharp 
contrast to, current surrounding land use pattern(s).  

C2, C3, D1a 
E1a, E1b 

9 9 

b. The proposed action will cause the permanent population of the city, town or village 
in which the project is located to grow by more than 5%.  

C2 9 9 

c. The proposed action is inconsistent with local land use plans or zoning regulations. C2, C2, C3 9 9 

d. The proposed action is inconsistent with any County plans, or other regional land use 
plans. 

C2, C2 9 9 

e. The proposed action may cause a change in the density of development that is not 
supported by existing infrastructure or is distant from existing infrastructure. 

C3, D1c, 
D1d, D1f, 
D1d, Elb 

9 9 

f. The proposed action is located in an area characterized by low density development 
that will require new or expanded public infrastructure. 

C4, D2c, D2d 
D2j 

9 9 

g. The proposed action may induce secondary development impacts (e.g., residential or 
commercial development not included in the proposed action) 

C2a 9 9 

h. Other: _____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 9 9 

 
18. Consistency with Community Character 
  The proposed project is inconsistent with the existing community character.   NO   YES 
  (See Part 1. C.2, C.3, D.2, E.3) 
 If “Yes”, answer questions a - g.  If “No”, proceed to Part 3. 

 Relevant 
Part I 

Question(s) 

No, or 
small 

impact 
may occur 

Moderate 
to large 

impact may 
occur 

a. The proposed action may replace or eliminate existing facilities, structures, or areas 
of historic importance to the community. 

E3e, E3f, E3g 9 9 

b. The proposed action may create a demand for additional community services (e.g. 
schools, police and fire)  

C4 9 9 

c. The proposed action may displace affordable or low-income housing in an area where 
there is a shortage of such housing. 

C2, C3, D1f 
D1g, E1a 

9 9 

d. The proposed action may interfere with the use or enjoyment of officially recognized 
or designated public resources. 

C2, E3 9 9 

e. The proposed action is inconsistent with the predominant architectural scale and 
character. 

C2, C3 9 9 

f. Proposed action is inconsistent with the character of the existing natural landscape.  C2, C3 
E1a, E1b 
E2g, E2h 

9 9 

g. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 9 9 

  

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91799.html
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Full Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 3 - Evaluation of the Magnitude and Importance of Project Impacts 

and  
Determination of Significance 

Part 3 provides the reasons in support of the determination of significance.  The lead agency must complete Part 3 for every question 
in Part 2 where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where there is a need to explain why a particular 
element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse environmental impact. 

Based on the analysis in Part 3, the lead agency must decide whether to require an environmental impact statement to further assess 
the proposed action or whether available information is sufficient for the lead agency to conclude that the proposed action will not 
have a significant adverse environmental impact.  By completing the certification on the next page, the lead agency can complete its 
determination of significance. 

Reasons Supporting This Determination: 
To complete this section: 

• Identify the impact based on the Part 2 responses and describe its magnitude.  Magnitude considers factors such as severity,
size or extent of an impact.

• Assess the importance of the impact.  Importance relates to the geographic scope, duration, probability of the impact
occurring, number of people affected by the impact and any additional environmental consequences if the impact were to
occur.

• The assessment should take into consideration any design element or project changes.
• Repeat this process for each Part 2 question where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where

there is a need to explain why a particular element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse
environmental impact.

• Provide the reason(s) why the impact may, or will not, result in a significant adverse environmental impact
• For Conditional Negative Declarations identify the specific condition(s) imposed that will modify the proposed action so that

no significant adverse environmental impacts will result.
• Attach additional sheets, as needed.

Determination of Significance - Type 1 and Unlisted Actions 

SEQR Status:    Type 1   Unlisted 

Identify portions of EAF completed for this Project:   Part 1   Part 2   Part 3 

Agency Use Only  [IfApplicable] 
Project :

Date :

FEAF 2019

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91818.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91818.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91818.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91824.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91829.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91829.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91836.html




STATE OF NEW YORK 
 

LEGISLATURE OF ERIE COUNTY 
CLERK’S OFFICE 

 

        BUFFALO, N.Y., November 21, 2024 
 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 

   I Hereby Certify, that at the 20th Session of the Legislature of Erie County, held  
in the Legislative Chambers, in the City of Buffalo, on the 21st day of November, 2024 A.D., a 
Resolution was adopted, of which the following is a true copy: 
 

ATTEST 

 
OLIVIA M. OWENS 

 

                Clerk of the Legislature of Erie County 

WHEREAS, the Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens (hereafter “Botanical Gardens” or 
“Gardens”) designed by Lord and Burnham opened in 1900, as one of the largest botanical gardens in the 
world; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Botanical Gardens is listed on the National Register of Historic Places; and   
 
WHEREAS, the Botanical Gardens annually attracts thousands of visitors to Buffalo and Erie County 

and is a significant Western New York tourism asset and destination; and 
 
WHEREAS, due to increased attendance, demand for educational offerings, need for additional event 

space and need to improve accessibility, Erie County and the Botanical Gardens Society desire to renovate 
and expand the Gardens to address the needs; and  

 
WHEREAS, Erie County desires to advance the Botanical Gardens Expansion Project; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County of Erie (“County”) is the owner of that certain Botanical Gardens site at 

2655 South Park Avenue ( SBL 142.05-1-1.2) (the “Gardens” or “Site”), and the Gardens are managed by 
the Erie County Botanical Gardens Society (the “Society”) pursuant to an Asset Transfer and Management 
Agreement, dated August 16, 2004, entered into by and between the County and Society (the “Management 
Agreement”), as amended by an Amendment of Asset Transfer and Management Agreement, dated June 18, 
2008, which incorporated into the Management Agreement certain portions of South Park that are 
immediately adjacent to the Site and which are subject to a Cultural and Recreational Easement, dated May 
2, 2008, as granted by the City of Buffalo (“City”) to the County; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County, through its legislative body, the Erie County Legislature (“Legislature”) is 

currently evaluating: (1) a proposed expansion of the facilities and horticultural resources currently managed 
by the Society including the renovation of approximately 14,500 sq. ft. of existing interior space in a grow 
range building and the new construction of an approximately 16,500 sq. ft. building addition that will house 
event spaces, classrooms, an expanded retail gift shop and reception area, and accessible amenities for the 
County’s residents and visitors; (2) a further amendment to the Management Agreement to authorize 
construction of the expansion as proposed and to allocate maintenance obligations between the parties upon 
completion of construction; and (3) the commitment of certain American Rescue Plan Act Revenue Loss 
funds to facilitate the expansion (collectively, the “Expansion” or  “Project” or “Action”); and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 8 of the New York Environmental Conservation Law, Chapter 43-B 
of the Consolidated Laws of New York, as amended (the “SEQR Act”) and the regulations adopted pursuant 
thereto by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (“NYSDEC”), being 6 NYCRR 
Part 617, et. seq., as amended (the “Regulations” and collectively with the SEQR Act, “SEQRA”), the 
County must satisfy the requirements contained in SEQRA prior to making a final determination whether to 
fund or otherwise undertake the Project; and 
 

WHEREAS, on September 27, 2024, the Legislature transmitted to all potentially Interested and 
Involved Agencies (as those terms are defined pursuant to SEQRA) a notice of the Legislature’s intent to act 
as Lead Agency for the review of the Project (together with a completed Part 1 of the Full Environmental 
Assessment Form), as that term is defined pursuant to SEQRA; and  
 



STATE OF NEW YORK 
 

LEGISLATURE OF ERIE COUNTY 
CLERK’S OFFICE 

 

        BUFFALO, N.Y., November 21, 2024 
 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 

   I Hereby Certify, that at the 20th Session of the Legislature of Erie County, held  
in the Legislative Chambers, in the City of Buffalo, on the 21st day of November, 2024 A.D., a 
Resolution was adopted, of which the following is a true copy: 
 

ATTEST 

 
OLIVIA M. OWENS 

 

                Clerk of the Legislature of Erie County 

WHEREAS, on October 23, 2024, a public information session was held to garner public input on the 
Project and the scope of the SEQRA review of the Project, with public comments accepted following the 
public information session both in person and via the County’s website comment page; and  
 

WHEREAS, no other potentially Involved Agencies objected to the Legislature’s declaration of its 
notice of intent to serve as Lead Agency, such that the Legislature became the Lead Agency as of October 
27, 2024; and  
 

WHEREAS, to aid the Legislature in determining whether the Project may have a significant adverse 
impact upon the environment, the Legislature has completed, received, or reviewed: 
 

1) A Full Environmental Assessment Form, Part 1 (“FEAF”); 
2) Coastal Assessment Form; 
3) Project Narrative, Dated September 27, 2024, as prepared by the Society; 
4) Project Plans; 
5) Preliminary Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (“SWPPP”); 
6) Traffic Impact Study; 
7) Project Renderings and Elevations; 
8) Phase 1 Cultural Resource Investigation, January 2012 
9) Project Materials as Filed with the State Historic Preservation Office for Consultation; 
10) Letter of No Adverse Effect; 
11) Lead Agency Notice; 
12) Buffalo Olmstead Parks Conservancy Letter of Support; 
13) Public Comments and Society Responses thereto; and  
14) other relevant environmental information (collectively, 1-13, together with all analysis and 

supporting documentation referenced therein or relied upon thereby, are incorporated by reference 
herein in their entirety and shall be referred to as the “Environmental Information”);  

 
and  

 
WHEREAS, prior to making a determination about the potential environmental significance of the 

Project, the Legislature has completed Parts 2 and 3 of the FEAF, has reviewed the Environmental 
Information, consulted various information sources, and considered the list of activities which are Type I 
Actions outlined in Section 617.4 of the SEQRA regulations, the list of activities that are Type II Actions 
outlined in Section 617.5 of the SEQRA regulations and the criteria for determining significance outlined in 
Section 617.7 of the SEQRA regulations; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Legislature has duly considered the Action, the full Environmental Assessment 
Form Parts I-III, the criteria for determining significance set forth in 6 NYCRR Part 617.7(c), and such other 
information deemed appropriate; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Site is within the New York State Coastal Area Boundary and the City of Buffalo 
Local Waterfront Revitalization Area boundary, and the Legislature has therefore carefully reviewed the 
State’s coastal policies at 19 NYCRR Part 600 and the City of Buffalo Local Waterfront Revitalization 
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                Clerk of the Legislature of Erie County 

Program priorities and finds that the Expansion is consistent with those policies and will promote beneficial 
impacts to the social, cultural and environmental resources of the waterfront area; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Legislature has identified the relevant areas of environmental concern, has taken a 
hard look at these areas, and has made a reasonable elaboration of the basis for its determination; and 

 
WHEREAS, authorizations from the County Legislature are needed to advance the project. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
 
RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature formally declares itself Lead Agency and accepts all 

responsibilities associated with same; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED, that the Project is a Type I Action pursuant to SEQRA and its implementing 
regulations at 6 NYCRR 617.4(b)(9) and (10), as it involves the disturbance of approximately 3.7 acres at the 
site, which is on or substantially contiguous to a listed resource on the National or State Register of Historic 
Places, and is substantially contiguous to publicly owned and operated parkland; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED, that based upon a thorough review and examination of the known facts relating to the 
Action and its careful review of all potentially adverse environmental impacts, and the entire record and 
proceedings, including the Environmental Information, relating to the Action, the Legislature finds that the 
Action will not have a significant adverse impact on the environment and that a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement need not be prepared; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the attached Negative Declaration, incorporated herein by reference, is issued and 

adopted for the reasons stated in the determination of non-significance; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED that Erie County authorizes the construction of the improvements at the County-owned 

Botanical Gardens parcels Botanical Gardens site at 2655 South Park Avenue (SBL 142.05-1-1.2) as more 
fully described in the attached Environmental Assessment Form dated 9/27/2024, which  may be amended 
prior to SEQR completion and further consultation with New York State Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Places, subject to compliance with all federal, state and local appliable laws and regulations, and 
after amendment of the County and Erie County Botanical Gardens Society Inc. Asset Management 
Agreement; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature hereby authorizes the County Executive or Deputy 

County Executive to enter into all necessary agreements with Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens 
Society Inc. to implement the expansion project including but not limited to the transfer of $4,902,810.16 in 
funding and the updating of the Asset Management agreement; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the source of the funding shall be in A.21164 ($4,870,628.16) and A.18002 

($32,182.00); and be it further  
  
RESOLVED, that the Director of the Division of Budget and Management is hereby authorized to 

implement any budget adjustments as required to comply with private, State and local funding requirements; 
and be it further                                                                                           
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 

   I Hereby Certify, that at the 20th Session of the Legislature of Erie County, held  
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RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be sent to the County Executive’s Office; the 
Comptroller’s Office; the Director of the Division of Budget and Management; the County Attorney; the 
Commissioner of the Department of Environment and Planning, Mark Rountree, Department of Environment 
and Planning, the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works and the Commissioner of Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Forestry. 
 
REFERENCE:  COMM. 20E-5 (2024) 
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	Completed for the Project Part 2: Yes
	Type 1 Seqr Status: Yes
	Project EAF Part One: Yes
	EAF completed for this project part 3: Yes
	Part 3 Additional Sheets as Needed:  1. Impacts on Land: Small impact due to some regrading and conversion of some lawn space at the rear of the site into new parking or structure. A SWPPP and erosion control measures will be utilized throughout construction to ensure no significant impacts occur to land. The footprint of the Project’s ground disturbance is relatively limited in comparison to the overall Site and disturbance to non-construction areas will be avoided. Clearing activities for the new building addition footprint will occur on previously disturbed areas. 
2. Impacts on Geological Features: None
3. Impacts on Surface Water: Small impacts expected due to additional water use and impervious surfaces. Existing water and sewer service to the Site have sufficient capacity to meet demand. The Project is subject to the “Redevelopment Activity” criteria from the technical guidelines of the SPDES General Permit. The Exapnsion will include low flow and low flush fixtures as well as bioretention gardens. Additional stormwater management details are available in the Neg Dec.
4. Impact on Groundwater: None
5. Impact on Flooding: None
6. Impacts on Air: None
7. Impact on Plants and Animals: None
8. Impact on Agricultural Resources: None
9. Impact on Aesthetic Resources: Small impacts expected as the new structure is intended to be complementary - not imitative or disruptive - to the historic structure. The new structure is designed to be subordinate to the glass Conservatory – it does not affect the vista of the famed glass domes from South Park or the main entrance as it is shorter and set at a lower grade (partially within the western slope), nor does it affect the views of South Park.
10. Impact on Historic and Archeological Resources: Small impacts expected as the Expansion connects to and is located amongst historic structures and sites. The Expansion has been reviewed by the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation (NYSOPRHP) and has received a letter of No Adverse Effect (please see letter attached).
11. Impact on Open Space and Recreation: None. The Expansion will provide additional educational and event space and amenities to residents and visitors to Buffalo and Erie County. The Expansion does not encroach on South Park and will have small beneficial impacts to park goers with additional amenities such as restrooms and a café.
12.Impact on Critical Environmental Areas: None
13.Impact on Transportation: Small impacts will occur to transportation as an approximately 850’ portion on the southeastern side of the “ring road” (Park Drive) will be converted to two-way traffic for safe and efficient access to the new parking lot and drop off zone from South Park Avenue. The traffic study  and additional detail are available as Attachment C along with all other SEQRA materials at https://www3.erie.gov/environment/press/buffalo-and-erie-county-botanical-gardens-expansion-environmental-review). 
14.Impact on Energy: A small impact (increase) on energy demand is expected but is well within the capacity of the existing service to the Site. The project will utilize energy efficient systems and building techniques in order to achieve LEED Silver status.
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