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Executive Summary

ES-05 Executive Summary — 24 CFR 91.200(c), 91.220(b)

1. Introduction

The Erie County Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Consortium is made up of 34
municipalities. The Erie County Department of Environment and Planning (DEP) administers the CDBG
and Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Program grants on behalf of the CDBG Consortium communities.
The DEP also administers the Erie County HOME Consortium, which is comprised of the 34 CDBG
Consortium municipalities and the Town of Hamburg and its two villages—the Villages of Hamburg and
Blasdell.

The Erie County CDBG Consortium and Erie County HOME Consortium are required to prepare this Five-
Year Consolidated Plan (CP) for the CDBG, HOME and ESG federal grant programs in order to guide
federal funding allocations for housing, community development and economic development activities
within their communities. This CP covers the period from FY 2025 through FY 2029 (April 1, 2025 to
March 31, 2030).

The FY 2025-FY 2029 CP for the Erie County Consortia CDBG, ESG, and HOME Programs includes a clear
strategy for addressing the various housing, economic development, and community development
needs within the Consortia. Erie County anticipates receiving the following grant amounts in fiscal year
2025. Projections for the entire five-year period, including program income, follow in parentheses;
however, these projected amounts are expected to change based on federal allocations made annually.

e CDBG: $3,007,262 (about $13,217,048)
e HOME: $902,943 (about $4,471,772)
e ESG: $240,655 (about $1,203,275)

Purpose of the Consolidated Plan

The purpose of the CP is to guide federal funding investments over the next five years. The CP is guided
by three overarching goals that are applied according to a community’s needs. The goals are:

e To provide decent housing by preserving the affordable housing stock, increasing the availability
of affordable housing, reducing discriminatory barriers, increasing the supply of supportive
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housing for those with special needs, and transitioning homeless persons and families into
housing.

e To provide a suitable living environment through safer, more livable neighborhoods, greater
integration of low- and moderate- income residents throughout the Consortium, increased
housing opportunities, and reinvestment in deteriorating neighborhoods.

e To expand economic opportunities through more jobs paying self-sufficient wages,
homeownership opportunities, development activities that promote long-term community
viability, and the empowerment of low- and moderate- income persons to achieve self-
sufficiency.

Focus of the Plan

As required by HUD, the identification of needs and the adoption of strategies to address those needs
must focus primarily on low- and moderate-income individuals and households. The CP must also
address the needs of special needs populations, e.g., the elderly, persons with disabilities, large families,
single parents, homeless individuals and families, and public housing residents.

Structure of the Plan

The CP consists of three major sections: a housing and community development needs assessment, a
housing market analysis, and a strategic plan that identifies those priority housing and community
development needs and strategies that the Consortia will use with available resources over the next five
years. The CP was formulated using HUD’s eCon Plan tool, which dictates the plan’s structure and
provides a series of pre-populated tables. In some cases, the Consortia have updated or supplemented
the HUD-provided tables with more accurate or relevant data.

2. Summary of the objectives and outcomes identified in the Plan Needs Assessment
Overview

The Needs Assessment and Market Analysis sections of this Consolidated Plan tell a story that is quite
similar to the feedback that was received at the stakeholder meetings and through public outreach;
namely, the lack of quality affordable housing is a massive problem for markets, but especially when it
comes to affordable housing. The County’s investment plan for 2025-2029 reflect those findings with
approximately $10 million in CDBG and HOME funds projected to be spent on housing initiatives.
Approximately $7.7 million will be spent on rehabilitation programs for renters and owners, and that
spending will include some targeted investments in lead remediation, radon mitigation, utility
connections, emergency repairs, and accessibility improvements. An additional $2.3 million will be
focused on leveraging projects that can create new affordable units within the Consortium.

Another significant issue identified in the stakeholder meetings and public outreach process was
transportation and how the lack of options for transportation restrict low- and moderate-income
individuals’ access to employment opportunities and goods and services. As a result of this consistent
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finding, the Erie County Consortium will continue to invest in transportation services, especially in the
rural areas of the Consortium, which will account for approximately 80% of the allocation of Public
Service funds.

Additionally, the Erie County Consortium will be making investments in small businesses as well as
investments in smart growth initiatives and commercial centers in order to create economic
opportunities and to do so in areas with a high critical mass to improve access to the economic
development for low- and moderate-income households.

3. Evaluation of past performance

The Consortium’s past performance in the administration and implementation of the CDBG and HOME
programs has fulfilled the spirit and intent of the federal legislation creating these programs. Due to
COVID-19 there were additional resources made available over the course of the most recent
Consolidated Plan, through CDBG-CV, ESG-CV, and HOME ARP. In Program Year 2023, the Erie County
Consortium expended $5,004,659 in CDBG and CDBG-CV funds, $1,052,449 in HOME and HOME ARP
funds, and $491,469 in ESG and ESG-CV funds.

The following is a summary of the Consortium’s past performance as reported to HUD in the FY2023
Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER), the most recent report filed.

Administration: As of January 31, 2024, Erie County's timeliness of expenditure of funds standard
percentage was 1.38 times the dollar amount of the 2023 CDBG grant award in the unexpended
category. Therefore, the 1.5% standard was met.

Other key administrative achievements were the expenditure of 100% of all non-planning/admin monies
on activities targeted to benefiting low/moderate income people, as well as staying under the required
administrative cap of 20% by expending 16.19% on planning and administration. 8.58% was expended
on public service activities which is below the 15% cap.

Community Projects: 10 projects were completed in 2023 benefitting low/moderate income people. The

Rural Transit Service Program continued its successful efforts by helping 1,514 seniors and low-income
people gain better access to shopping and medical appointments.

Economic Development: In 2023 the Commercial Center Improvement Program continued exterior

rehabilitation with CDBG funding assistance with one completed project in the Hamlet of the Town of
Eden and Village of Angola. There was a total of 1 completed project for facade improvements in 2023.

Housing: Taken together, the Erie County housing programs assisted 97 low/moderate income
households in 2023. Goals were achieved in the mobile home repair, emergency repair and owner-
occupied rehab programs.
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4. Summary of citizen participation process and consultation process

The Erie County Consortium and the Town of Hamburg are committed to increasing citizen awareness
and involvement in the preparation and implementation of the CDBG, HOME and ESG Programs. The
development of the Consolidated Plans is a transparent and public process that includes multiple
opportunities for the public to provide comments, ideas, and feedback. Additionally, the process seeks
out feedback from practitioners and experts who work in the region on major issues that require federal
support, including housing, homelessness, social services, transportation, economic development, and
assistance to those with special needs. Lastly, the process involves direct interaction with municipal
leaders from consortium communities.

Over the summer Erie County staff and the Consultant Team, along with representatives from the City of
Buffalo and the Amherst, Cheektowaga Tonawanda (ACT) Consortium convened seven stakeholder
meetings to discuss the needs of the region, as well as to get feedback on areas where the planning
process can be improved, and investment can be targeted. The sessions were categorized as follows:
Advocacy and Fair Housing, Community Housing Development Organizations and Community Based
Development Organizations, Health & Human Services, Homelessness and Special Needs Housing,
Property Owners and Managers (for profit and not-for-profit), Regional Agencies and Economic
Development, and Resilience and Emergency Management. Additionally, the Consultant Team
conducted a Zoom meeting to speak on all of the above topics for those who were unable to attend the
meetings in person.

Erie County staff also distributed a survey over the summer to each of the 34 municipalities that make
up the Erie County CDBG Consortium to develop a list of local priorities for services, planning, housing,
or any other community needs. Then County staff and the Consultant Team held a follow up forum and
invited each of the respective Chief Elected officials. Additionally, the municipalities within the
Consortium are required annually to advertise and hold public hearings in their respective communities.
During September and October of 2024, each municipality held a public hearing in its community to
obtain suggestions on projects that meet low/moderate income population needs, prevent slum and
blight, and/or meet urgent community needs.

The formal public comment period on the Draft 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan will extend from January
10 to February 10, 2025. Public hearings will be held on January 21-23, 2025 to accept comments on the
draft. All hearings were advertised in the Buffalo News and the Buffalo Criterion and posted on Erie
County’s website.

See the Citizen Participation Appendix, public hearing scheduleand the public hearing public notice
below for all sign-in sheets, meeting notes, additional comments received, and summary of community
needs survey.
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Citizen Participation Hearing Schedule 1
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Citizen Participation Hearing Schedule 2
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Erie County/Town of Hamburg
2025 Action Plan of the

Five-Year Consolidated Plan 2025-2029 and

the Erie County and the Town of Hamburg

2025-2029 Five Year Consolidated Plan and

the Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice Study
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG),
Home Investment Partnership Grant (HOME) and
Emergency Solutions Grant {(HESG)

The Erie County Departmentof Environmentand Planning, on behalf of the Erie County Community Development
Block Grantand HOME Investment Partnership Consortia, has prepared adraft 2025 Action Plan. The document
outlines the Consortia’s goals and objectives relative to housing, e conomic development, community de velopment
and homeless issues with specific attention given to the needs of low/moderate households residing in the
Consortia communities. Citizens can provide input on the Erie County 2025Action Plan, the 2025-2029 Five Year
Consolidated Plan and the Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice Study (Al) which are currently

underway.

The following municipalities comprise the CDBG Consortium: Cities of Lackawanna and Tonawanda; Towns of
Alden, Aurora, Boston, Brant, Clarence, Colden, Collins, Concord, Eden, Elma, Evans, Grand Island, Holland,
Lancaster, Marilla, Newstead, North Collins, Orchard Park, Sardinia, Wales and West Seneca; Villages of Akron,
Alden, Angola, Depew, East Aurora, Farnham, Gowanda, Lancaster, North Collins, Orchard Park and Springville.
The HOME Consortium includes the above communities as well as the Town of Hamburg and the Villages of

Blasdell and Hamburg.

The Action Plan for 2025 providesa basis for assessingperformance against the Consolidated Plan and identifies
specific projects for 2025. It also serves as a combined application for federal funds under three (3) of the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s {(HUD)

formula grant programs, including CDBG, HOME and HESG.

The following HUD entitlement grants are anticipated: Erie County CDBG of $3,007,262 plus estimated program
income of $325,000; Town of Hamburg CDBG of $425,000 plus estimated programincome of $100,000; Erie
County HOME Grantof $902,943 plus estimated program income and/or recaptured funds of $215,000; and Erie
County Emergency Solutions Grant of $244,655,

A public comment periodon the draft Action Plan, the 2025-2029 Five Year Consdlidated Plan and the Analysis of

Impediments to Fair Housing Choice Study will be heldfrom January 10to February 10, 2025. Hard copies of the

draft Action Plan and Consolidated Plan are available at the following locations: Erie County Department of

Public Notice Page 1
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Public Notice Page 2

5. Summary of public comments
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The following identifies comments and responses made during the citizen participation process.

Regional Agencies and Economic Development Stakeholders

e Infrastructure in need of updates, including water/sewer, roads/sidewalks, parks
e Public transportation and internet access are a concern in rural communities

e Lack of new starter homes, not profitable enough to build

e Need more public/private partnerships to meet the needs of a community

Homelessness and Special Needs Housing Stakeholders

e Address affordable and subsidized housing shortage

e Add shelter and transitional housing capacity

e Strengthen supportive services, including life skills and language services

e Address regulatory issues that prevent shelters and affordable housing from being built

CBDOs/CHDOs Stakeholders

e Enhance community engagement processes to meet community needs

e Encourage banks to be more supportive in their housing loan qualification process

o Need to improve homebuyer training, including financial education

o Explore modular housing to address need for affordable and efficient housing solutions
e Assess the financial impact of the 2027 electric mandate

Health and Human Services Stakeholders

e lack of available and affordable housing options

e lack of transitional housing and shelters for domestic violence victims (increased numbers of
victims)

e Need to address language barriers; over 80+ languages in BPS alone

e Need for increased services for school age children, including mental health services

e Funding for nonprofits needs to be increased, including disaster preparedness

e Transportation barriers; bus routes have been cut and changed

Housing and Property Owners/Managers Stakeholders

e Need to increase shelter capacity overburdened due to demand and extended stays
e Develop transition programs from shelters to housing

e Enhance homebuyer education to ensure long-term sustainability for homebuyers
e Address affordable housing; currently not affordable or large enough for families

e Improve public housing sustainability

e Strengthen supportive services; increased demand but limited funding and staff
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e Monitor rental market; landlord-tenant relationships are strained
e Enhance maintenance and security
e Focus on needs of rural communities such as lack of grocery stores, healthcare, transportation

Advocacy and Fair Housing Organizations Stakeholders

e Increase education programs on fair housing laws for both tenants and landlords
e Increase enforcement of fair housing laws
o Not enough affordable housing options for singles or families

Resilience and Emergency Management Stakeholders

e Lower income neighborhoods at higher risk of negative impacts of climate change and extreme
weather

e Coordination and capacity need to be addressed for emergency response

e New building techniques and proposed mandates need to be folded into construction and
renovation programs

e Need for both urban and rural warming and cooling stations throughout Erie County

6. Summary of comments or views not accepted and the reasons for not accepting them
All comments or views were accepted.
7. Summary

In summary, the Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan have been developed with community input
and reflect the needs of the County.
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Map 2
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Map 3
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Map 4
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Map 5
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Map 6
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The Process

PR-05 Lead & Responsible Agencies - 91.200(b)
1. Describe agency/entity responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and those

responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source

The following are the agencies/entities responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and
those responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source.

Agency Role Name Department/Agency
CDBG Administrator ERIE COUNTY Environment & Planning
HOME Administrator ERIE COUNTY Environment & Planning
ESG Administrator ERIE COUNTY Environment & Planning

Table 1 — Responsible Agencies
Narrative

The Erie County HOME Consortium is comprised of thirty-seven municipalities, while the Erie County
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Consortium has thirty-four members. The Town of
Hamburg and the two villages located therein are only members of the HOME entity. The Erie County
Department of Environment and Planning (DEP) has been administering the Consortia since the late
1970s via three-year cooperation agreements. A memorandum of understanding co-signed by Erie
County and member communities in 1998 is the guiding document that directs funding allocations and
other administrative matters.

Consolidated Plan Public Contact Information

Paul J. D'Orlando

Principal Contract Monitor

County of Erie

Department of Environment & Planning

County Office Building
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PR-10 Consultation - 91.100, 91.110, 91.200(b), 91.300(b), 91.215(1) and
91.315(1)

1. Introduction

The Erie County Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Consortium, Amherst, Cheektowaga, and
Tonawanda Consortium, and the City of Buffalo developed a single, extended public participation and
consultation process for their respective Five-Year Consolidated Plans and Analysis of Impediments to
Fair Housing. A coordinated outreach effort was developed to maximize input from a large cross section
of stakeholders including citizens, municipal officials, non-profit agencies, public housing agencies,
private developers, governmental agencies, and the Continuum of Care. Outreach initiatives primarily
focused on stakeholder meetings, one-on-one and group interviews, and a community development
needs survey submitted to municipal officials within the Consortium. These efforts ultimately helped
shape the outcome of this plan.

Provide a concise summary of the jurisdiction’s activities to enhance coordination between
public and assisted housing providers and private and governmental health, mental health
and service agencies (91.215(1)).

During the final week of June 2024, Erie County held focus groups with a large cross section of
stakeholders to discuss the Five-Year Consolidated Plan and funding priorities. The outreach effort
further included public meetings, notices, interviews, and a community development needs survey. In
addition, the DEP implements a range of affordable housing and community development activities,
including administration of the CDBG, ESG and HOME programs; preparation of the Consolidated Plan
(CP), the Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report (CAPER), and the Annual Plan; technical
assistance for and collaboration with non-profit and for-profit housing developers and social service
agencies; and rehabilitation and other affordable housing projects.

The Consortia developed an outreach effort to maximize input from a large cross-section of
stakeholders. This outreach effort included public meetings, published meeting notices, stakeholder
meetings, in-person interviews, and telephone interviews. Furthermore, the DEP implements a range of
affordable housing and community development activities, including administration of the CDBG, ESG
and HOME programs; preparation of the Consolidated Plan (CP), the Consolidated Annual Performance
Evaluation Report (CAPER), and the Annual Plan; technical assistance for and collaboration with non-
profit and for-profit housing developers and social service agencies; and rehabilitation and other
affordable housing projects. During the preparation of the CP, the Consortia consulted with many
entities.

The primary role of private industry in Consortia activities are contractors to the housing rehabilitation
cases undertaken annually as well as the community projects carried out with CDBG, ESG and HOME
funding. Various commercial banks in the region are active participants in the affordable housing
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delivery system and serve on Consortia project committees. Financial assistance through the banking
community is often used to leverage CDBG and HOME dollars in constructing new senior housing
projects.

Erie County plans to continue this level of engagement with all interested parties beyond the
consolidated planning process, enhancing general coordination of the service delivery system
throughout the year and for each Annual Plan.

Describe coordination with the Continuum of Care and efforts to address the needs of
homeless persons (particularly chronically homeless individuals and families, families with
children, veterans, and unaccompanied youth) and persons at risk of homelessness

Homeless Alliance of Western New York (HAWNY) is the NY508-Buffalo/Niagara Falls, Erie, Niagara,
Genesee, Orleans and Wyoming CoC lead. Erie County and other CoC members under the leadership of
HAWNY utilizes a coordinated entry system and standard assessment—Vulnerability Index-Service
Prioritization Decision Assistance Tools (VI-SPDATs). Homelessness is less concentrated in the Erie
Consortia municipalities, and there are no emergency shelters located within the Consortia, the county
funded Rapid rehousing (RRH) program utilizes the coordinated entry system and coordinated with
other RRH programs funded within the CoC to prioritize people within the consortia and serving those
who are most in need. This entails providing apartments to homeless individuals and families who
present only moderate barriers to achieving housing stability. The CoC Youth Taskforce focuses on
creating community priorities to end youth homelessness. The annual Point in Time Count surveys the
homeless to identify the number in need, demographic information, and the changing landscape. All
information gathered is used to maintain a database of services utilized by the chronically homeless.
These projects, sponsored by HAWNY, have produced an Annual Homeless Summary Brief and
established goals that guide planning to end homelessness in the broader Erie County community.
Among the priorities, the Plan sets for the community are permanent housing for the chronically
homeless and permanent housing for clients dealing with mental health and/or substance abuse issues.
During the 2024 Point in Time Count there were 67 chronically homeless individuals identified within
Erie County, which is a slight decrease from 2023 but higher than previous years. The high number of
homeless individuals is because of higher utilization of Code Blue/emergency weather shelters and
temporary shelters along with a reduced number of affordable apartments. We have continued
prioritizing people who are most vulnerable and have the longest homeless history to prevent anyone
becoming chronically homeless.

Two HUD-certified housing counseling agencies provide one-on-one counseling with low-moderate
income eligible residents with housing issues who are often at risk of homelessness, credit/financial
issues, apartment searches, tenant-landlord issues, fair housing issues, etc. Belmont Housing Resources
for WNY administers the Section 8 rental assistance program for all of Erie County (except for the City of
Buffalo) and provides the greatest amount of housing and credit counseling for individuals and families,
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while Buffalo Urban League offers legal assistance as well as credit counseling for those households at
the risk of mortgage default or foreclosure.

Describe consultation with the Continuum(s) of Care that serves the jurisdiction's area in
determining how to allocate ESG funds, develop performance standards and evaluate
outcomes, and develop funding, policies and procedures for the administration of HMIS

The performance standards for activities funded under the County ESG Program were developed by the
Homeless Alliance for WNY, the Continuum of Care (CoC). Staff for the CoC meets with local government
staff and homeless service providers to determine the performance standards for the homeless rapid re-
housing programs and the homelessness prevention programs that will be administered in the five-
county service region. Many of these homeless service providers are active in the provision of
transitional, supportive, and permanent housing for previously homeless individuals.

Erie County’s Department of Environment & Planning (DEP) follows the CoC written standards, which
details program policies and procedures, HMIS requirements, coordinated entry procedures and
performance standards. The performance standards for activities funded under the County’s ESG
program were developed by the CoC. Staff for the CoC met with local government staff and homeless
service providers to determine the performance standards for all programs including the homeless rapid
re-housing programs and the homelessness prevention programs. Homeless Alliance of Western New
York, the lead of the CoC and Homeless Management Information System (HMIS), administers the data
collection and produce project and system performance quarterly.

HAWNY produces an Annual Homeless Summary Brief and Longitudinal System Analysis. DEP utilizes
these reports along with the Annual Point In Time count to set up program priority and evaluate funded
programs using the performance report.

Erie County Department of Environment and Planning, along with the CoC, will evaluate the outcomes of
activities assisted by the County’s ESG funds. Data collected from HAWNY’s Homeless Management
Information System (HMIS) will be used to determine if agencies funded with ESG funds are meeting
their performance goals.

2. Describe Agencies, groups, organizations and others who participated in the process
and describe the jurisdictions consultations with housing, social service agencies and other
entities
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Table 2 — Agencies, groups, organizations who participated

1 | Agency/Group/Organization Belmont Housing Resources
for WNY, Inc.
Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are | The agency was consulted
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for during a stakeholder
improved coordination? meeting.
2 | Agency/Group/Organization City Mission Society Inc. dba
Buffalo City Mission
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-homeless
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Homelessness Strategy
Homeless Needs -
Chronically homeless
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are | The agency was consulted
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for during a stakeholder
improved coordination? meeting.
3 | Agency/Group/Organization Buffalo Employment and
Training Center
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Employment
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Economic Development
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
4 | Agency/Group/Organization BUFFALO ERIE NIAGARA
LAND IMPROVEMENT CORP
Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing
Regional organization
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
5 | Agency/Group/Organization Buffalo Municipal Housing

Authority

Agency/Group/Organization Type

PHA
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What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Agency/Group/Organization

Center for Elder Law and
Justice

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Services - Housing

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Agency/Group/Organization

Compass House

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Housing
Services-homeless

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Homelessness Strategy
Homeless Needs -
Chronically homeless
Homeless Needs - Families
with children
Homelessness Needs -
Veterans

Homelessness Needs -
Unaccompanied youth

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Agency/Group/Organization

Erie County Department of
Mental Health

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Health Agency
Other government - County

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation?

Non-Homeless Special Needs

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
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9 | Agency/Group/Organization Child and Family Services of
Erie County
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Children
Other government - County
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
10 | Agency/Group/Organization Erie County Department of
Social Services
Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing
Services-homeless
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment
Homelessness Strategy
Homeless Needs -
Chronically homeless
Homeless Needs - Families
with children
Homelessness Needs -
Veterans
Homelessness Needs -
Unaccompanied youth
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
11 | Agency/Group/Organization Family Justice Center of Erie
County
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Victims of Domestic
Violence
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
12 | Agency/Group/Organization FeedMoreWNY, Inc.

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Services-Health

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
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How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

13

Agency/Group/Organization

Greater Buffalo-Niagara
Regional Transportation
Council

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Regional organization

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Economic Development
Market Analysis

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

14

Agency/Group/Organization

Habitat for Humanity Buffalo

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Housing

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

15

Agency/Group/Organization

Harvest House

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Services - Housing
Services-Children
Services-Employment

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Identify any Agency Types not consulted and provide rationale for not consulting

There were no types of agencies that Erie County did not consult, either through stakeholder meetings,

personal interviews and/or questionnaires.
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Other local/regional/state/federal planning efforts considered when preparing the Plan

Name of Plan

Lead Organization

How do the goals of your Strategic Plan overlap
with the goals of each plan?

Continuum of Care

Homeless Alliance
of Western New
York

Preliminary Draft (2022)

2024 Erie County Annual Erie County Goals of the Strategic Plan relate to previous

Action Plan years efforts, adjusting based on previous
outcomes to maximize benefit of CDBG, HOME,
and ESG investments

2017 Erie County Broadband | Erie County The Strategic Plan advances the

Feasibility Study recommendations of the broadband study

ErieNet Business Plan Erie County The Strategic Plan advances the

recommendations of the business plan

2023 Homelessness
Summary Brief

Homeless Alliance
of Western New
York

The homelessness strategy in the Strategic Plan
was developed consistent with the data
presented within

Mid-Term Review for
Opening

DoorsA¢ACALAAEAR

Homeless Alliance
of Western New
York

The homelessness strategy within the Strategic
Plan is consistent with the Continuum of Care
recommendations

State of Housing and
Homelessness in Buffalo
2024

City of Buffalo

The Strategic Plan advances the
recommendations of the homelessness study

Dev

Development
Agency

2024 Draft Analysis of Erie County The current goals and strategies to overcome

Impediments to Fair Housing current barriers to fair housing are drawn from
this plan

2022 - 2026 Erie County Erie County The economic development strategy in the

Comprehensive Economic Industrial Strategic Plan is designed to align with and

complement the CEDS at the local level

Table 3 — Other local / regional / federal planning efforts
Describe cooperation and coordination with other public entities, including the State and any

adjacent units of general local government, in the implementation of the Consolidated Plan

(91.215(1))

The Erie County Consortium continues its collaborative efforts and partnerships with state and local

government entities such as the Town of Hamburg, City of Buffalo, and the Towns of Amherst,

Cheektowaga, and Tonawanda to ensure the complete implementation of the Consolidated Plan.

Cooperation and coordination with other public entities is important as many of the initiatives that will

be implemented, such as homelessness prevention and economic development initiatives, are regional

in scope by nature.
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Narrative

The Erie County Consortium continues to strive to include community agencies in the development and
planning process for the Consolidated Plan and Action Plan implementation. The County has on-going
efforts to increase coordination and consultation efforts in its planning processes.
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PR-15 Citizen Participation - 91.105, 91.115, 91.200(c) and 91.300(c)

1. Summary of citizen participation process/Efforts made to broaden citizen participation
Summarize citizen participation process and how it impacted goal-setting

The development of the Erie County Urban Consortium / Town of Hamburg 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan involved a variety of public outreach
activities designed to gather public input and comment regarding implementation of CDBG, HOME and ESG Programs. The citizen participation
process allowed the Consortium an opportunity to better inform the public of the purposes of these programs, the funding allocation process,
and to be better aware of the needs of low-and moderate-income citizens.

In June 2024 Erie County staff met with representatives of municipalities, community-based organizations and housing-related agencies to
encourage citizen participation. More than 250 individual and organizational stakeholders were invited to participate in seven stakeholder
meetings which included: Planning and Zoning and Municipal Officials, Public Housing Authorities, Community-based Organizations (CBOs) and
Community Housing Development Organizations (CHDOs), Affordable and Special Needs Housing Organizations, Homeless Assistance Providers,
Regional Agencies, Health and Human Services Agencies, Lead-Based Paint Agencies, Business Associations, Persons with Disability Advocacy
Organizations, Persons with Limited English Proficiency Advocacy Organizations, Fair Housing Organizations, Non-profit Housing Owners, For-
profit Housing Owners, Property Managers, Broadband Agencies, Resilience and Emergency Management Agencies, and Real Estate Developers.

Erie County also hosted four community forums in September 2024. Articles appeared in local and community newspapers informing the public
about the forums and encouraging their participation. In addition, the 34 municipalities that make up the Erie County CDBG Consortium are
required annually to advertise and hold public hearings. During September and October of 2024, each municipality held a public hearing in its
community to obtain suggestions on projects that meet low/moderate income population needs, prevent slum and blight, and/or meet urgent
community needs. The forums were used both to solicit information on needs and to provide information about the CDBG, HOME, and ESG
programs, the type of projects eligible for funding, and the project selection process.

The public comment period on the Draft 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan will extend from January 10 to February 10, 2025. Public hearings were
held on January 21, 22, and 23 to accept comments on the draft. All hearings were advertised in the Buffalo News and the Buffalo Criterion and
posted on Erie County’s website.
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A summary table of all the meetings held during the 2025 action plan citizen participation process is included on the following page. The Citizen

Participation Plan provides for and encourages public participation and consultation, emphasizing involvement by citizens and the organizations
and agencies that serve low/moderate-income persons through the use of HUD federal grants and other public and private sector funds. See the
Citizen Participation Appendix for all sign-in sheets, meeting summaries, comment sheets, and summary of community needs survey. Comments

received were a part of the Needs Assessment and Market Analysis, and ultimately helped shape the outcome of the Plan’s Five-Year Goals and
Objectives.

An amendment to the Action Plan will be required if any project is added for either the CDBG, HOME or ESG grants that is in excess of $150,000.
The citizen participation process will remain the same for the amendment as would be for the Action Plan.

Revolving Loan (RL) funds may be converted to Program Income (Pl) funds each year for the purpose of drawing administrative funds from
Program Income where the administrative expenses are no more than 20% of the combined RL and Pl funds received in any given year.
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Citizen Participation Outreach

Sort Orde | Mode of Outreac | Target of Outreac Summary of Summary of Summary of comment URL (If
r h h response/attendanc comments received s not accepted applicable
e and reasons )
1 Stakeholder Regional Agencies | A stakeholder Municipal officials All comments were
Meeting and Economic meeting was held on | throughout the region accepted.
Development June 25, 2024 at must continue efforts to
10:00 am at the train for disaster
Delavan Grider preparedness. The natural
Community Center. and built infrastructure
Representatives of presents significant
nine agencies flooding risk and
attended. infrastructure investments
are imperative.
2 Stakeholder Homelessness and | A stakeholder Address affordable housing | All comments were

Meeting

Special Needs
Housing

meeting was held on
June 25, 2024, at
1:00 pm at the
Delavan Grider
Community Center.
Representatives of
26 agencies
attended.

shortage. Add shelter and
transitional housing
capacity. Strengthen
supportive services.
Address regulatory issues
that prevent shelters and
affordable housing from
being built.

accepted.
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Sort Orde | Mode of Outreac | Target of Outreac Summary of Summary of Summary of comment URL (If
r h h response/attendanc comments received s not accepted applicable
e and reasons )
3 Stakeholder CHDOs and CBDOs | A stakeholder Enhance community All comments were
Meeting meeting was held on | engagement. Encourage accepted.
June 26, 2024, at banks to be more
10:00 am at the supportive and flexible in
Delavan Grider their housing loan
Community Center. qualification process.
Representatives of Improve homebuyer
10 agencies training. Explore modular
attended. housing to address need
for affordable and efficient
housing solutions. Assess
the financial impact of the
2027 electric mandate.
4 Stakeholder Health and A stakeholder Address affordable housing | All comments were

Meeting

Human Services

meeting was held on
June 26, 2024, at
1:00 pm at the
Delavan Grider
Community Center.
Representatives of

shortage. Add shelter and
transitional housing in
general as well as for DV
victims. Address language
barriers. Increase services
for school age children.

accepted.

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
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Sort Orde | Mode of Outreac | Target of Outreac Summary of Summary of Summary of comment URL (If
r h h response/attendanc comments received s not accepted applicable
e and reasons )
5 Stakeholder Housing A stakeholder Increase shelter capacity. All comments were
Meeting Authorities, meeting was held on | Develop transition accepted.
Developers, and June 27, 2024, at programs. Enhance
Property 10:00 am at the homebuyer education.
Owners/Manager | Delavan Grider Address affordable
S Community Center. housing. Improve public
Representatives of housing sustainability.
12 agencies Strengthen supportive
attended. services. Monitor rental
market. Enhance
maintenance and security.
Focus on needs of rural
communities.
6 Stakeholder Advocacy and Fair | A stakeholder Increase education All comments were

Meeting

Housing
Organizations

meeting was held on
June 27, 2024, at
1:00 pm at the
Delavan Grider
Community Center.
Representatives of
10 agencies
attended.

programs on fair housing
laws. Increase enforcement
of fair housing laws.
Address affordable
housing.

accepted.
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Sort Orde | Mode of Outreac | Target of Outreac Summary of Summary of Summary of comment URL (If
r h h response/attendanc comments received s not accepted applicable
e and reasons )
7 Stakeholder Resilience and A stakeholder Weatherization programs All comments were

Meeting

Emergency
Management

meeting was held on
June 28, 2024, at
10:00 am at the
Delavan Grider
Community Center.
Representatives of
three agencies
attended.

and emergency roof repair
programs becoming
increasingly important in
response to weather
volatilityNeed to
continually support and
grow warming and cooling
stationsCoordination of
agencies is
imperativelnvest in
improved connectivity
through broadband
investment

accepted.
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Sort Orde | Mode of Outreac | Target of Outreac Summary of Summary of Summary of comment URL (If
r h h response/attendanc comments received s not accepted applicable
e and reasons )
8 Stakeholder Municipal Officials | The Erie County The community All comments were

Meeting

Department of
Environment and
Planning solicited
input from municipal
officials within the
Consortium via a
community
development needs
surveys. 14
responses were
received.

development needs
identified via these surveys
include the following:
Affordable housing
Housing rehabilitation for
renters and
ownersContinued van
service for
seniorsAccessible
playgroundsWarming
shelters and
generatorsDrainage
improvementsStrengthenin
g commercial corridors and
downtowns

accepted.
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Sort Orde | Mode of Outreac | Target of Outreac Summary of Summary of Summary of comment URL (If
r h h response/attendanc comments received s not accepted applicable
e and reasons )
9 Public Hearing Non- Erie County hosted Various public forums All comments were
targeted/broad four community included following accepted.
community forums on 9/16/24 comments: Need for

in the Town of
Hamburg, on
9/17/24 in the
Village of Depew
9/18/24 in the City
of Lackawanna, and
on 9/19/24 in the
Village of North
Collins.

additional housing rehab
Additional amenities for
seniors, including fitness
equipmentMore funding
for infrastructure in older
neighborhoodsSidewalk
repair hard for mobility
impaired seniors/residents
to traverse poorly
maintained sidewalks
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Sort Orde | Mode of Outreac | Target of Outreac Summary of Summary of Summary of comment URL (If
r h h response/attendanc comments received s not accepted applicable
e and reasons )
10 Public Meeting Non- Each of the 34 Additional funding for All comments were
targeted/broad municipalities that housing rehab programs accepted.
community make up the Erie for both owner-and renter-
County Consortium occupied units Support re-
held public hearings | treeing programs and
in grants many in disrepair
September/October | Internet access, especially
2024 in their in rural communities
respective Drainage and infrastructure
communities to project funding Need for
obtain input from more senior transportation
residents on Warming and cooling
community centers, especially in rural
development needs | areas Help for handicapped
residents to make
improvements to homes
11 Newspaper Ad All community Notice of availability | No comments received. N/A

residents

of the FY 2025-FY
2029 Consolidated
Plan and the FY 2025
Annual Action Plan
for public review and
comment was
published in the
Buffalo News and
the Buffalo Criterion
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Sort Orde | Mode of Outreac | Target of Outreac Summary of Summary of Summary of comment URL (If

r h h response/attendanc comments received s not accepted applicable
e and reasons )
12 Stakeholder All community The FY 2025-FY 2029 | No comments received. N/A
Meeting residents Consolidated Plan

and FY 2025 Annual
Action Plan were
posted on Erie
County website on
January 3, 2025.

13 Public Hearing All community Erie County held No comments received. N/A
residents public hearings on
January 21, 22, and
23, 2020 in the City
of Lackawanna, the
Town of Hamburg,
and the City of
Tonawanda,
respectively, to
present and obtain
comments on the FY
2025-FY 2029
Consolidated Plan
and the FY 2025
Annual Action Plan.

Table 4 — Citizen Participation Outreach
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Needs Assessment

NA-05 Overview

Needs Assessment Overview

Erie County’s housing needs are complex and multifaceted, shaped by economic, demographic, and
social factors. Over the past few decades, Erie County has faced various housing challenges, including a
lack of affordable housing, an aging housing stock, and regional disparities in housing quality and
availability. Addressing these issues requires a holistic approach involving government policies,
community engagement, and investment in both urban and suburban areas.

Data sources for the following include: HUD’s Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS) data
set, which is a special tabulation of American Community Survey (ACS) data from the Census Bureau, as
well as 2016-2020 ACS 5-Year Estimates.

Affordable Housing Shortage

One of the most pressing housing needs in Erie County is the shortage of affordable housing. 49% of
renters in Erie County and 34% of owners spend more than 30% of their income on housing, classifying
them as "cost-burdened." The rising costs of rent and homeownership make it increasingly difficult for
low- and middle-income families to secure stable housing. The demand for affordable rental units far
outstrips supply, leading to increased competition and higher rents. This shortage also extends to the
suburban areas, where affordable housing options are limited, contributing to housing instability and
homelessness.

Aging Housing Stock and Infrastructure

Erie County's generally has an aging housing stock, particularly in the older suburbs and village centers.
Many homes, built in the early-to-mid 20th century, need significant repairs and upgrades to meet
modern standards of livability and energy efficiency. General housing condition in many of the older
neighborhoods and rural areas tends to be poor, with issues such as lead paint, mold, and outdated
plumbing or electrical systems fairly common. These factors disproportionately affect low-income
households who cannot afford necessary repairs or upgrades. Furthermore, older homes are less
energy-efficient, leading to higher utility costs for residents. Investment in the rehabilitation of existing
housing stock is essential to improve living conditions and preserve the historical character of
neighborhoods while addressing modern housing needs.
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Homelessness and Housing Instability

Homelessness remains a critical issue in Erie County, with individuals and families experiencing housing
instability or living in temporary shelters. The lack of affordable housing and the shortage of supportive
housing for people with disabilities, mental health issues, or substance use disorders exacerbate this
problem. The COVID-19 pandemic further deepened housing instability, with many people facing job
loss or reduced income, making it even harder to afford housing. The demand for emergency shelters,
transitional housing, and supportive services has grown, highlighting the need for increased investment
in programs that provide both short-term relief and long-term solutions to prevent homelessness.

To address Erie County's housing needs, several solutions should be prioritized. First, increasing the
supply of affordable housing through new construction and the rehabilitation of existing properties
should be a top priority. Government incentives, such as tax credits for affordable housing developers,
can help spur this investment. Second, expanding rental assistance programs, like Section 8 vouchers,
can provide immediate relief to households struggling to afford rent. Additionally, programs that offer
financial literacy education and homeownership support can help families build wealth through property
ownership.
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NA-10 Housing Needs Assessment - 24 CFR 91.405, 24 CFR 91.205 (a,b,c)

Summary of Housing Needs

Data in the tables in this section provided by HUD apply to the jurisdiction of the Erie County HOME
Consortium. The 2020 estimate of population for the Consortium is 380,930 and represents about 42%
of the County’s population. County jurisdictions excluded from the Consortium include the City of
Buffalo, which administers its own HOME program, and the Towns of Amherst, Cheektowaga and
Tonawanda, which comprise a separate HOME Consortium. The Town of Hamburg is included in the
County HOME Consortium and in the data presented here, although it is a separate entitlement
jurisdiction under the CDBG program. Average household size within the County Consortium is 2.4
persons per household.

Low and Moderate-Income Renter/Owner Occupied Units

Owner-occupied households with income under 80% of the Area Median Income (AMI) totaled equals
27,443 units compared to 22,993 renter occupied units in the same income category. Overall renter
households have a lower average income than homeowners and this is reflected in the percent of all
renters, 84%, who are low-moderate income. However, 60% of owner-occupied households are
currently low-moderate income, an increase from 25% in 2020.

Cost Burdened Low and Moderate-Income Renter/Owner Occupied Units

HUD defines cost-burdened households as those who pay more than 30% of their income for housing
and may have difficulty affording basic necessities. Although other housing problems such as lack of
kitchen or plumbing facilities and overcrowding also are identified as housing problems in this report,
the overwhelming issue facing low-moderate income households is cost burden.

Renter occupied units under 80% of the AMI and experiencing cost burden totaled 13,471, or 49% of all
renter occupied units. This is a 6% increase in cost-burdened renter units from the last 2020-2024 Con
Plan. Owner occupied units under 80% of the AMI and experiencing cost burden totaled 15,711
households, or 34% of all owner-occupied units. The proportional impact on renters was dramatically
higher than for owners, with almost one in two being experience cost-burden.

Elderly - Cost Burdened Low and Moderate-Income Renter/Owner Occupied Units

Renter units occupied by elderly under 80% of the AMI and experiencing cost burden totaled 5,479, or
40% of all renter occupied units experiencing cost burden. Owner occupied units in the same
subcategory totaled 8,174, or 52% of all owner-occupied units experiencing cost burden. Both renter-
and owner-occupied elderly units increased dramatically from the last 2020-2024 Con Plan. The amount
of renter elderly units with cost burden increased approximately 42%, and owner elderly units increased
10% from five years ago. The majority of homeowners in the Consortium communities who are cost-
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burdened are elderly, a reflection of individuals aging in place within these communities and lacking

more affordable options to downsize into

Housing Problems

Housing problems are summarized by renter and owner households. Categories include: (1)
Substandard Housing - Lacking complete plumbing or kitchen facilities, (2) Severely Overcrowded - With
>1.51 people per room (and complete kitchen and plumbing) (3) Overcrowded - With 1.01-1.5 people
per room (4) Housing cost burden greater than 50% of income, and (5) Housing cost burden greater than
30% of income. Relatively few units were classified as substandard or severely overcrowded.

For 85.8% of low-moderate income renters and 91.9% of low-moderate income owners, the primary

housing problem was having a housing cost burden which was in excess of 50% of income or a housing

cost which was 30-50% of income.

Demographics Base Year: 2009 Most Recent Year: 2020 % Change
Population 378,545 380,930 1%
Households 151,864 159,740 5%
Median Income $0.00 $0.00
Table 5 - Housing Needs Assessment Demographics
Data Source: 2000 Census (Base Year), 2016-2020 ACS (Most Recent Year)
Number of Households Table

0-30% >30-50% >50-80% | >80-100% | >100%

HAMFI HAMFI HAMFI HAMFI HAMFI
Total Households 14,295 17,615 25,020 16,375 86,480
Small Family Households 2,299 3,395 6,549 5,428 44,485
Large Family Households 555 1,118 1,062 931 6,898
Household contains at least one
person 62-74 years of age 3,876 4,106 7,237 4,401 21,850
Household contains at least one
person age 75 or older 3,269 6,034 4,928 2,194 6,235
Households with one or more
children 6 years old or younger 1,244 1,756 2,358 1,996 7,223

Table 6 - Total Households Table

Data Source:  2016-2020 CHAS
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Households living alone Total Male Female
Mon-elderly 25,890 52.36% 13 747 65.00% 12,143 42 43%
Age 65 and ower 23,556 47 64% 7,083 34.00% 16,473 57.57%
Total living alone 45 445 100.00% 20,830 100.00% | 25616 [ 100.00%
Table 12- Households Living Alone
Sowrce: 2022 ACE Five-Year Estimates
Table 12 - Households living alone
Tetal civilian noninstitutionalized population with a disability | 458,145 | 12.59%
By Age Group:

Under 5 Years of Age 146 | 0.3%

Age 51o 17 Years 2978 | 6.1%

Age 18 1o 34 Years 5709 | 11.6%

Age 35 to 64 Years 17,322 | 35.2%

Age 05 to 74 Years 9,093 | 18.5%

Age 75 Years and Cver 13,901 | 2B.3%

Type of Disability {All ages)

With a hearing difficulty 15,027 | 30.6%

With a vision difficulty 7,294 [ 14.8%

With a cognitive difficulty 17,187 | 35.0%

With an ambulatory difficulty 23,093 [ 47.0%

With a self-care difficulty 9,367 | 19.1%

With an independent living difficulty 16,853 [ 34.4%

Table 13— 2020 Population with a Disability by Age and Type in the Erie County HOME Consortium

Source: 2020 Decenmial Census

Table 13 - 2020 pop with disability

With a M

Disability Disability
Less than 50% of the poverty level B8.7% 25%
Less than 100% of the poverty level 16.2% 5.6%
Less than 125% of the poverty level 21.0% 8.2%

Table 14 — 2022 Erie County HOME Consortium Poverty Status in the past 12 Months

Sownds: 2022 ACS Five-Year Estimates

Table 14 Poverty Status
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Housing Needs Summary Tables

1. Housing Problems (Households with one of the listed needs)

Renter Owner

0-30% >30- >50- >80- Total | 0-30% >30- >50- >80- Total
AMI 50% 80% 100% AMI 50% 80% 100%
AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS

Substandard
Housing -
Lacking
complete
plumbing or
kitchen facilities 81 169 38 105 393 88 141 55 25 309

Severely
Overcrowded -
With >1.51
people per
room (and
complete
kitchen and
plumbing) 55 10 24 45 134 4 0 70 60 134

Overcrowded -
With 1.01-1.5
people per
room (and none
of the above
problems) 175 138 106 35 454 54 50 172 39 315

Housing cost
burden greater
than 50% of
income (and
none of the
above
problems) 4,000 | 1,607 289 55| 5,951 | 4,491 | 2,673 | 1,195 150 | 8,509

Housing cost
burden greater
than 30% of

income (and

none of the

above

problems) 1,217 | 3,834 | 2,068 254 | 7,373 | 1,001 | 2,427 | 3,615 | 1,426 | 8,469
Consolidated Plan ERIE COUNTY
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Renter Owner
0-30% >30- >50- >80- Total | 0-30% >30- >50- >80- Total
AMI 50% 80% 100% AMI 50% 80% 100%
AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI
Zero/negative
Income (and
none of the
above
problems) 493 0 0 0 493 791 0 0 0 791

Data
Source:

2016-2020 CHAS

Table 7 — Housing Problems Table

2. Housing Problems 2 (Households with one or more Severe Housing Problems: Lacks kitchen

or complete plumbing, severe overcrowding, severe cost burden)

Renter Owner
0-30% >30- >50- >80- Total 0-30% | >30- >50- >80- Total
AMI 50% 80% 100% AMI 50% 80% 100%
AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLD
Having 1 or
more of four
housing
problems 4,315 | 1,931 452 240 | 6,938 | 4,636 | 2,852 | 1,497 274 | 9,259
Having none of
four housing
problems 2,958 | 5,613 | 7,724 | 4,278 | 20,573 | 2,368 | 7,145 | 15,345 | 11,560 | 36,418
Household has
negative
income, but
none of the
other housing
problems 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Table 8 — Housing Problems 2
Data 2016-2020 CHAS

Source:

Housing Problems 2 - Text

For renter households that had an income under 30% of Area Median Income, 62% of the households
within that category had one or more of the four housing problems, which most likely included a

housing expense greater than 50% of income. For owner households, the proportion was dramatically

different, and down from the last Consolidated Plan when the rates for rental and owner were
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comparable, with 47% of the households within this income range likely paying more than 50% of

income.

3. Cost Burden > 30%

Renter Owner

0-30% >30-50% | >50-80% Total 0-30% >30-50% | >50-80% Total

AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
Small Related 1,086 1,295 727 3,108 965 1,211 1,602 3,778
Large Related 313 254 93 660 191 282 247 720
Elderly 2,050 2,353 1,076 5,479 3,184 2,882 2,108 8,174
Other 2,060 1,666 498 4,224 1,246 821 972 3,039
Total need by 5,509 5,568 2,394 13,471 5,586 5,196 4,929 15,711
income

Table 9 — Cost Burden > 30%
Data
Source:

2016-2020 CHAS

Housing Cost Burden
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4, Cost Burden > 50%

Renter Owner
0-30% | >30-50% | >50- Total 0-30% | >30-50% | >50- Total
AMI AMI 80% AMI AMI 80%
AMI AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
Small Related 0 0 354 354 884 685 0 1,569
Large Related 0 0 0 0 161 218 4 383
Elderly 1,404 964 160 2,528 2,444 1,274 609 4,327
Other 0 1,773 391 2,164 1,046 0 0 1,046
Total need by 1,404 2,737 905 5,046 4,535 2,177 613 7,325
income
Table 10 — Cost Burden > 50%
Data 2016-2020 CHAS
Source:
5. Crowding (More than one person per room)
Renter Owner
0-30% | >30- >50- >80- Total | 0-30% | >30- >50- >80- Total
AMI | 50% | 80% | 100% AMI | 50% | 80% | 100%
AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
Single family
households 195 133 126 35 489 58 40 242 75 415
Multiple, unrelated
family households 15 15 0 0 30 0 10 0 24 34
Other, non-family
households 20 0 4 45 69 0 0 0 0 0
Total need by 230 148 130 80 588 58 50 242 99 449
income
Table 11 — Crowding Information - 1/2
Data 2016-2020 CHAS
Source:
Renter Owner
0-30% >30- >50- Total | 0-30% >30- >50- Total
AMI 50% 80% AMI 50% 80%
AMI AMI AMI AMI

Households with
Children Present 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Data Source
Comments:

Consolidated Plan
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Describe the number and type of single person households in need of housing assistance.

According to ACS data, a total of 49,446 householders within the Erie County Consortium were living
alone in 2022. That number accounted for 30.9% of all households within the Consortium. Compared
with the last 2020-2024 Con Plan which stated 26% of all householders were living alone, it is evident
that the trend of smaller household size is continuing within the consortium. Of the households living
alone, 23,556 households, 47.64% are 65 or older. It can be assumed that most of these households
have aged in place and continue to live in their owner residential units. Of those under age 65 most are
between the ages of 35 and 64.

Many of these elderly households would be among the 13,653 low-moderate income elderly owner-
occupied households of one or more persons who are paying 30% or more the income for housing as
shown in Table 9. An undetermined number of these households would be single person elderly
households. For such units that are in need of rehabilitation, County loan funds are available for eligible
households to make needed repair.

It is reasonable to assume that a portion of that number are currently housed in existing assisted living
housing resources. In terms of existing resources, Belmont Housing Resources lists an inventory of 51
assisted housing developments that contain 3,211 units designated for seniors. Also, Belmont Housing
Resources estimates that two thirds of its 5500 voucher holders throughout the County are seniors. It
can be assumed that a substantial proportion of these units are occupied by single person elderly
households. Although information does not conclude that these resources address all the need of single
person elderly households, these nevertheless are resources that most likely have been utilized to some
degree.

Estimate the number and type of families in need of housing assistance who are disabled or
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking.

In 2020 there were 49,149 persons living with a disability, comprising 12.9% of the total
noninstitutionalized population. Of this population, 46.8% were 65 years and older. The most common
disability status was ambulatory difficulty, which was experienced by 47.0% of the disabled population.
Thirty-four percent, or 16,893 persons, expressed an independent living difficulty.

The supply of housing affordable and accessible to persons with physical disabilities is extremely limited.
In addition to ensuring that the growing number of elderly households that include a person with a
disability can be accommodated by appropriate housing stock, stakeholders expressed a need to provide
assistance and supportive services that will allow seniors to age in place. This would include accessibility
retrofitting, transportation improvements, and other actions needed to address a variety of other
needs.

Within the Erie County HOME Consortium, 21.0% of persons with a disability also live below 125% of the
poverty level, as compared with 8.2% of the population as a whole, underscoring the struggle that many
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Erie County households that include a person with a disability experience in finding and maintaining
suitable housing.

What are the most common housing problems?

The most likely problem experienced by renter households continues to be cost burden in excess of 30%
of income. In 2020, for low-moderate income renter households within the Erie County HOME
Consortium, 13,471 were cost burdened, including 5,479 who were elderly. That's a 42.4% increase in
the amount of elderly renters who are cost burdened from 2015. /n 2020 for low-moderate-income
owner-occupied households within the Erie County HOME Consortium, 15,711 were cost burdened,
including 8,174 who were elderly. While that's a more modest 10.4% increase in the amount of elderly
owners who are cost burdened from 2015, it’s still notable that 52% of the owners who are cost
burdened are elderly and there is a clear need to assist seniors aging in place.

Are any populations/household types more affected than others by these problems?

The findings of the last Consolidated Plan showed that “Other” households — households that do not
meet the definition of a “small related” household (2 to 4 persons, at least two of whom are related),
“large related” household (5 or more persons, at least two of whom are related), or elderly household —
were the most cost burdened and severely cost burdened category among renters, while elderly
households were the most cost burdened and severely cost burdened owners.

Elderly individuals continue to represent the most cost burdened and severely cost burdened owners,
and now also represent the most cost burdened and severely cost burdened renters.

There are 8,007 elderly renter households and 12,501 elderly owners paying more than 30% and 50% of
income for housing costs.

Describe the characteristics and needs of Low-income individuals and families with children
(especially extremely low-income) who are currently housed but are at imminent risk of
either residing in shelters or becoming unsheltered 91.205(c)/91.305(c)). Also discuss the
needs of formerly homeless families and individuals who are receiving rapid re-housing
assistance and are nearing the termination of that assistance

The lack of affordable housing makes it difficult for low-income individuals and families with children to
maintain a stable household. No data exists that would specifically enumerate or describe the at-risk or
formerly homeless population or rapid-rehousing recipients nearing termination within the
Consortium’s jurisdiction.

If a jurisdiction provides estimates of the at-risk population(s), it should also include a
description of the operational definition of the at-risk group and the methodology used to
generate the estimates:
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No estimate of at-risk populations is available. Stakeholders report at risk populations would include
incarcerated individuals released without housing, rural homeless populations that lack access to critical
services, and those with alcohol or other drug addictions that need help dealing with addiction.

Specify particular housing characteristics that have been linked with instability and an
increased risk of homelessness

As previously noted, the lack of affordable housing makes it difficult for low-income individuals and
families with children to maintain a stable household. High housing costs, physical deficiencies, unstable
neighborhoods and overcrowding all contribute to local homelessness problems.

The Homeless Alliance of WNY notes in their ten-year plan, Opening Doors: Buffalo and Erie County Plan
to End Homelessness that trends affecting homelessness including high levels of poverty, the distance
between low-cost housing and employment opportunities, transportation, lack of affordable housing,
and few or nonexistent homeless shelters in rural areas compared to their urban counterparts.

During the stakeholder meetings there were repeated mentions, across topic, of the lift on the eviction
moratorium and the strain that is putting on low- and moderate-income individuals, as well as other at-
risk or special populations. Stakeholders report at-risk populations in Erie County would include
incarcerated individuals released without housing, rural homeless populations that lack access to critical
services, those with disabilities including elderly disabled individuals, and those with alcohol or other
drug addictions that need help dealing with addiction.

Discussion
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NA-15 Disproportionately Greater Need: Housing Problems - 91.405, 91.205

(b)(2)

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to

the needs of that category of need as a whole.

Introduction

HUD defines a disproportionately greater housing need as when a racial or ethnic group experiences

housing problems at a rate over 10 percentage points more than that of corresponding income level as a

whole. The data table below summarizes the percentage of each racial/ethnic group experiencing
housing problems by HUD Area Median Family Income (HAMFI) levels. Where the HUD table below
reports AMI, they refer to HAMFI. Housing problems include the following: lacks complete kitchen

facilities, lacks complete plumbing facilities, more than one person per room, and cost burden greater

than 30%.

0%-30% of Area Median Income

Housing Problems

Has one or more of
four housing

Has none of the
four housing

Household has
no/negative

problems problems income, but none
of the other
housing problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 11,178 3,089 0
White 9,603 2,852 0
Black / African American 329 15 0
Asian 85 0 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 169 115 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 352 38 0

Table 13 - Disproportionally Greater Need 0 - 30% AMI

Data Source:  2016-2020 CHAS

*The four housing problems are:

1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per

room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30%
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30%-50% of Area Median Income

Housing Problems

Has one or more of
four housing

Has none of the
four housing

Household has
no/negative

problems problems income, but none
of the other
housing problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 11,083 6,519 0
White 10,398 6,159 0
Black / African American 240 65 0
Asian 29 15 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 98 107 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 210 154 0

Table 14 - Disproportionally Greater Need 30 - 50% AMI

Data Source:  2016-2020 CHAS

*The four housing problems are:

1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per

room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30%

50%-80% of Area Median Income

Housing Problems

Has one or more of
four housing

Has none of the
four housing

Household has
no/negative

problems problems income, but none
of the other
housing problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 7,630 17,399 0
White 7,206 16,084 0
Black / African American 190 238 0
Asian 23 100 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 19 133 0
Pacific Islander 10 0 0
Hispanic 123 479 0

Table 15 - Disproportionally Greater Need 50 - 80% AMI

Data Source:  2016-2020 CHAS

*The four housing problems are:

1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per

room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30%
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80%-100% of Area Median Income

Housing Problems

Has one or more of
four housing

Has none of the
four housing

Household has
no/negative

problems problems income, but none
of the other
housing problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 2,186 14,173 0
White 2,122 13,643 0
Black / African American 0 68 0
Asian 54 70 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 88 0
Pacific Islander 15 0 0
Hispanic 0 147 0

Table 16 - Disproportionally Greater Need 80 - 100% AMI

Data Source:  2016-2020 CHAS

*The four housing problems are:

1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per

room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30%

Discussion

Under HUD's definition, a disproportionately greater housing need exists when a racial or ethnic group

experiences housing problems at a rate over 10 percentage points higher than that of a corresponding

income level as a whole. The data table below summarizes the percentage of each racial/ethnic group

experiencing housing problems by HUD Area Median Family Income (HAMFI) levels. Where the HUD
table below report AMI, they refer to HAMFI.

In general, the percentage of households with a housing problem is high for the lowest income bracket

(0-30% AMI) and decreases as income increases. According to the above definitions, the racial/ethnic

groups in the Consortium experiencing one or more housing problems at a disproportionate rate were:

e Pacific Islander households earning 80%-100% of AMI. Note, there are no housing problems

shown for any other income range for the Pacific Islander population, and this sample size is

quite small (24 households)

e Hispanic households earning 30%-50% AMI

Consolidated Plan
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NA-20 Disproportionately Greater Need: Severe Housing Problems - 91.405,
91.205 (b)(2)

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to
the needs of that category of need as a whole.

Introduction

The tables below indicate, by income level and race or ethnicity, the number of households experiencing
one or more of the following four severe housing problems: 1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks
complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per room, 4. Cost Burden greater than 50%. The
subsequent table reflects, by percentage, the number of households within income and racial and ethnic
groups which experience one or more housing problems as compared to the population as a whole,
indicating where a disproportionately greater need exists.

0%-30% of Area Median Income

Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more of | Has none of the Household has
four housing four housing no/negative
problems problems income, but none
of the other
housing problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 8,951 5,326 0
White 7,521 4,954 0
Black / African American 314 30 0
Asian 85 0 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 144 140 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 322 68 0
Table 17 — Severe Housing Problems 0 - 30% AMI
Data Source:  2016-2020 CHAS
*The four severe housing problems are:
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per
room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%
30%-50% of Area Median Income
Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more of Has none of the Household has
four housing four housing no/negative
problems problems income, but none

of the other
housing problems

Jurisdiction as a whole 4,783 12,758 0
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Severe Housing Problems*

Has one or more of
four housing

Has none of the
four housing

Household has
no/negative

problems problems income, but none
of the other
housing problems
White 4,423 12,084 0
Black / African American 85 215 0
Asian 10 34 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 78 127 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 99 258 0

Table 18 — Severe Housing Problems 30 - 50% AMI

Data Source:  2016-2020 CHAS

*The four severe housing problems are:

1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per

room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%

50%-80% of Area Median Income

Severe Housing Problems*

Has one or more of
four housing

Has none of the
four housing

Household has
no/negative

problems problems income, but none
of the other
housing problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 1,949 23,069 0
White 1,857 21,419 0
Black / African American 50 378 0
Asian 19 104 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 152 0
Pacific Islander 0 10 0
Hispanic 4 593 0

Table 19 — Severe Housing Problems 50 - 80% AMI

Data Source:  2016-2020 CHAS

*The four severe housing problems are:

1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per

room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%
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80%-100% of Area Median Income

Severe Housing Problems*

Has one or more of
four housing

Has none of the
four housing

Household has
no/negative

problems problems income, but none
of the other
housing problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 514 15,838 0
White 464 15,298 0
Black / African American 0 68 0
Asian 50 74 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 88 0
Pacific Islander 0 15 0
Hispanic 0 147 0

Table 20 - Severe Housing Problems 80 - 100% AMI

Data Source:  2016-2020 CHAS

*The four severe housing problems are:

1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per

room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%

Discussion

HUD defines a disproportionately greater housing need as when a racial or ethnic group experiences

housing problems at a rate over 10 percentage points more than that of corresponding income level as a

whole. The data table below summarizes the percentage of each racial/ethnic group experiencing severe
housing problems by HUD Area Median Family Income (HAMFI) levels. Where the HUD table below
report AMI, they refer to HAMFI. Housing problems include: lacks complete kitchen facilities, lacks

complete plumbing facilities, more than 1.5 persons per room, and cost burden greater than 50%.

There are no racial or ethnic groups experiencing a disproportionately greater housing need than the

jurisdiction as a whole.
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NA-25 Disproportionately Greater Need: Housing Cost Burdens - 91.405, 91.205
(b)(2)

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to
the needs of that category of need as a whole.

Introduction

Under HUD's definition, a disproportionately greater housing need exists when a racial or ethnic group
experiences housing problems at a rate over 10 percentage points higher than that of a corresponding
income level as a whole. Cost burdened is defined as paying 30-50% of the household income for
housing, and severely cost burdened is defined as paying greater than 50% of household income for
housing. The table below summarizes the percentage of each racial/ethnic group experiencing cost
burden by HUD Area Median Family Income (HAMFI) levels. Where the HUD tables below report AMI,
they refer to HAMFI.

Housing Cost Burden

Housing Cost Burden <=30% 30-50% >50% No / negative
income (not
computed)

Jurisdiction as a whole 124,400 18,571 15,406 1,307
White 119,164 17,572 13,689 1,149
Black / African American 1,238 365 364 0
Asian 798 76 170 0
American Indian, Alaska

Native 557 94 168 70
Pacific Islander 4 25 0 0
Hispanic 1,584 252 437 14

Table 21 — Greater Need: Housing Cost Burdens AMI
Data Source:  2016-2020 CHAS

Discussion

HUD defines a disproportionately greater housing need as when a racial or ethnic group experiences
housing problems at a rate over 10 percentage points more than that of corresponding income level as a
whole. Cost burdened is defined as paying 30-50% of the household income for housing, and severely
cost burdened is defined as paying greater than 50% of household income for housing. The table above
summarizes the percentage of each racial/ethnic group experiencing cost burden by HUD Area Median
Family Income (HAMFI) levels. Where the HUD tables below report AMI, they refer to HAMFI.

According to the above definitions, two racial/ethnic groups across the Consortium experiences cost
burden at a disproportionate level:
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e Black African/American households paying more than 50% of household income

e Pacific Islander households paying 30%-50% of household income
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NA-30 Disproportionately Greater Need: Discussion - 91.205 (b)(2)

Are there any Income categories in which a racial or ethnic group has disproportionately
greater need than the needs of that income category as a whole?

The impact of housing problems within the Consortium varies primarily by income level and also by
tenure. As shown on the previous tables on disproportionate need, the following groups within an
income tier and race/ethnicity category experienced problems at a rate, which was at least 10
percentage points higher than the Consortium as a whole.

Housing need:

e Pacific Islander households earning 80%-100% of AMI. Note, there are no housing problems
shown for any other income range for the Pacific Islander population, and this sample size is
quite small (24 households)

e Hispanic households earning 30%-50% AMI

Cost Burden:

e Black African/American households paying more than 50% of household income
e Pacific Islander households paying 30%-50% of household income

There are no racial or ethnic groups experiencing a disproportionately greater housing need than the
jurisdiction as a whole.

If they have needs not identified above, what are those needs?

In NA-10 Needs Assessment and the Housing Market Analysis, needs for various income categories have
been evaluated. The number of households on which the above percentages are based is relatively small
and their needs are considered as part of the general needs evaluation.

Are any of those racial or ethnic groups located in specific areas or neighborhoods in your
community?

As the maps from HUD’s CPDMaps system that are included in the Unique Appendices illustrate, racial
and ethnic minorities in Erie County are concentrated primarily in the City of Buffalo but are also present
with some degree of integration in other areas of the county, especially the northern half of the
Consortium area. The communities within the Erie County Consortium are shown within a bold border
on the maps. Census tracts that contain a percentage of Black residents higher than 15% include part of
Lackawanna, downtown Gowanda, and the census tract within Alden where the Erie County
Correctional Facility is located. A total of four census tracts have percentages of Hispanic residents
greater than 5%. These include two in Hamburg, and one in Gowanda, Akron, and Alden respectively.
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The Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice, a partner document to the Consolidated Plan, will
examine integration and settlement patterns and their determinants in greater detail.
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NA-35 Public Housing - 91.405, 91.205 (b)

Introduction

Within the Consortium there are two public housing authorities — the Lackawanna Housing Authority (LHA) and the Tonawanda Housing
Authority (THA). Operating within the City of Lackawanna, the LHA operates two federally funded family housing developments — Baker Homes

and Glover Homes - which total 396 units and Parkview Towers, a 94-unit senior housing development. Operating within the City of Tonawanda,
the THA administers three public housing developments, Colin Kelly, Arthur Albright, and Jacob J. Guzzetta Buildings, which contain a total of
214 family units and 50 senior units. Since public housing units operated by the Tonawanda Housing Authority are state funded rather than

federal funded, there is no requirement to maintain data that is reported in the tables below for 491 federally assisted units operated by the

Lackawanna Housing Authority.

The IDIS data on public housing appears unreliable so the bulk of this section relies on joint findings with the Analysis of Impediments to Fair

Housing Choice and outreach to the public housing providers throughout Erie County and not limited to the Consortium. The presence of

numbers from the Buffaalo Municipal Housing Authority does skew the numbers, but what is abundantly clear is that there is tremendous

demand for public housing in all of its forms and there is tremendous unmet demand.

Totals in Use

Program Type
Certificate Mod- Public Vouchers
Rehab Housing Total Project - Tenant - Special Purpose Voucher
based based Veterans Family Disabled
Affairs Unification *
Supportive Program
Housing
# of units vouchers in use 0 0 480 0 0 0 0

Table 22 - Public Housing by Program Type

*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition

Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center)
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Characteristics of Residents

Program Type
Certificate Mod- Public Vouchers
Rehab Housing Total Project - Tenant - Special Purpose Voucher
based based Veterans Family
Affairs Unification
Supportive Program
Housing
Average Annual Income 0 0 12,688 0 0 0 0 0
Average length of stay 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0
Average Household size 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0
# Homeless at admission 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
# of Elderly Program Participants
(>62) 0 0 123 0 0 0 0 0
# of Disabled Families 0 0 111 0 0 0 0 0
# of Families requesting accessibility
features 0 0 480 0 0 0 0 0
# of HIV/AIDS program participants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
# of DV victims 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center)
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Race of Residents

Program Type
Race Certificate Mod- Public Vouchers
Rehab Housing Total Project - Tenant - Special Purpose Voucher
based based Veterans Family Disabled
Affairs Unification *
Supportive Program

Housing
White 0 0 164 0 0 0 0 0 0
Black/African American 0 0 314 0 0 0 0 0 0
Asian 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
American Indian/Alaska
Native 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition

Table 24 — Race of Public Housing Residents by Program Type

Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center)

Ethnicity of Residents
Program Type
Ethnicity Certificate Mod- Public Vouchers
Rehab Housing Total Project - Tenant - Special Purpose Voucher
based based Veterans Family Disabled
Affairs Unification *
Supportive Program

Housing

Hispanic 0 0 79 0 0 0 0 0 0

Not Hispanic 0 0 401 0 0 0 0 0 0

*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition

Table 25 — Ethnicity of Public Housing Residents by Program Type

Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center)
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Section 504 Needs Assessment: Describe the needs of public housing tenants and applicants
on the waiting list for accessible units:

The Lackawanna Housing Authority (LHA) has met the 5% requirement of ADA accessibility by providing
sufficient accessible units in both Parkview Towers and Glover Gardens. Barker Homes received a waiver
due to its age (constructed in 1937), but efforts continue to achieve maximum accessibility. The LHA has
a waiting list of eight senior applicants, and none are considered disabled. The Tonawanda Housing
Authority is a state aided project and does not have units meeting ADA standards at this time.

What are the number and type of families on the waiting lists for public housing and section 8
tenant-based rental assistance? Based on the information above, and any other information
available to the jurisdiction, what are the most immediate needs of residents of public
housing and Housing Choice voucher holders?

Housing Choice Vouchers (formerly Section 8) are managed in Erie County by three entities, Belmont
Housing Resources, Rental Assistance Corporation of Buffalo (RAC), and the Buffalo Municipal Housing
Authority. Vouchers from all providers can be used for housing throughout Erie County, offering
flexibility and options for participants to find appropriate housing without geographic constraints.

Despite vouchers serving all of Erie County, a significant majority of vouchers are used within the City of
Buffalo. This is because of a lack of available properties in other communities, especially those outside
of the first ring suburbs and, of course, the City of Buffalo. All voucher providers are working to
encourage landlords to accept vouchers and have raised rent allowances to provide more flexibility for
participants. However, limited options remain for finding suitable housing in the suburban areas of the
County.

There are currently more individuals on a waiting list for a housing choice voucher than there are active
vouchers and the three waiting lists are currently closed.

Buffalo Municipal Housing Authority

The Buffalo Municipal Housing Authority opened its portal for families to apply for available vouchers in
2022. They had 3,547 applicants added to the waiting list and it is now closed until at least 2026. BMHA
raised rent allowances between 10% and 12.7% depending on unit size to accommodate rising rents
across the region. Vouchers can be used anywhere within Erie County. BMHA also put out a call for more
landlords to accept vouchers to increase options for voucher recipients.

Rental Assistance Corporation

The waiting list for RAC was last open for one month from September to October 2019. At that time,
applicants were placed on the waiting list via lottery with preference for those living, working, or with a
job offer in Erie County.
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Belmont Housing

Belmont is not accepting new applications for its waiting list. The waiting list last opened in June 2024
and closed after only five days with 9,000 new individuals on the list. It is important to note that Housing
Choice voucher applicants may be on more than one waiting list between the three providers. This may
affect total numbers on the waiting lists and residents may receive assistance from one provider,
thereby reducing the wait list for multiple providers.

How do these needs compare to the housing needs of the population at large

The population at large includes many households that share the needs of public housing residents and
voucher holders. Resources available to housing authorities and voucher administrators are insufficient
to meet local needs. As noted above, voucher recipients are heavily concentrated in the City of Buffalo
and a few inner ring suburbs. Despite efforts to provide location flexibility via higher payments, a lack of
available units and continued discrimination from landlords limits options for residents in other
communities. The Erie County Fair Housing law and ongoing efforts are focused on addressing this issue,
but it will take time for results to be seen on the ground.

Discussion
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NA-40 Homeless Needs Assessment - 91.405, 91.205 (c)

Introduction:

The Homeless Alliance of Western New York (HAWNY) is the lead agency for both the Continuum of Care (CoC) and the Homeless Management
Information System (HMIS) in the cities of Buffalo and Niagara Falls and Erie, Niagara, Genesee, Wyoming, and Orleans Counties. The HAWNY
publishes reports of homelessness in the five-county region served. The information contained in the reports is obtained from HMIS,

departments of social services, and providers. HMIS serves as the primary data source and nearly all agencies in the five-county area who are not

on HMIS provide aggregate counts. Increased coverage of HMIS has led to an improved understanding of homelessness.

Additionally, HUD requires that every CoC conduct an annual Point in Time (PIT) count of the sheltered and unsheltered homeless in the CoC
geographic area during the last ten days of January. Counts are further broken down into subpopulation categories including counts of persons

who are chronically homeless, persons with severe mental illness, chronic substance abusers, Veterans, persons with HIV/AIDS, and victims of

domestic violence. In Erie County, the January 2024 count located 909 households containing 1125 persons predominantly located in emergency

shelter and transitional housing. These numbers represent a staggering post-pandemic jump from the 2019 numbers, with a 87% increase in the

number of households and a 68% increase in the number of individuals experiencing homelessness.

Homeless Needs Assessment

Population Estimate the # of persons Estimate the # | Estimate the # | Estimate the # Estimate the #
experiencing homelessness experiencing becoming exiting of days persons
on a given night homelessness homeless homelessness experience
each year each year each year homelessness
Sheltered Unsheltered
Persons in Households with Adult(s)
and Child(ren) 0 0 0 0 0 0
Persons in Households with Only
Children 0 0 0 0 0 0
Persons in Households with Only
Adults 0 0 0 0 0 0
Chronically Homeless Individuals 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Population Estimate the # of persons Estimate the # | Estimate the # | Estimate the # Estimate the #
experiencing homelessness experiencing becoming exiting of days persons
on a given night homelessness homeless homelessness experience
each year each year each year homelessness
Sheltered Unsheltered
Chronically Homeless Families 0 0 0 0 0 0
Veterans 0 0 0 0 0 0
Unaccompanied Child 0 0 0 0 0 0
Persons with HIV 0 0 0 0 0 0
Table 26 - Homeless Needs Assessment
Data Source Comments:
Sheltered Unsheltered Total
Emergency | Transitional
Total Number of Households 708 185 16 909
Total Numnber of Persons 246 263 16 1,125
Mumber of Children (under age 18} 118 68 i) 1B6
Mumber of Persons (18-24) 70 52 4] 122
Mumber of Persons (over age 24) 058 143 16 817

Table 20— Households and Persons Homeless
Source: Homeless Alfiance of Western New York — Point in Time Count 2024— Erie County

Table 30 Households and Persons Homeless

Table 31 Additional Homeless Populations
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Indicate if the homeless population is:

Rural Homeless Needs Assessment

Partially Rural Homeless

Population

Estimate the # of persons

Estimate the #

Estimate the #

Estimate the #

Estimate the #

experiencing homelessness experiencing becoming exiting of days persons
on a given night homelessness homeless homelessness experience
each year each year each year homelessness
Sheltered Unsheltered
Persons in Households with Adult(s)
and Child(ren) 0 0 0 0 0 0
Persons in Households with Only
Children 0 0 0 0 0 0
Persons in Households with Only
Adults 0 0 0 0 0 0
Chronically Homeless Individuals 0 0 0 0 0 0
Chronically Homeless Families 0 0 0 0 0 0
Veterans 0 0 0 0 0 0
Unaccompanied Youth 0 0 0 0 0 0
Persons with HIV 0 0 0 0 0 0

Data Source Comments:

Table 27 - Homeless Needs Assessment

For persons in rural areas who are homeless or at risk of homelessness, describe the nature and extent of unsheltered and
sheltered homelessness with the jurisdiction:

While homelessness in urban areas like Buffalo tends to receive more attention, rural communities often have fewer resources and a more dispersed
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population, which makes it harder to track and address the issue, especially for the unsheltered population

Unsheltered homelessness in rural Erie County is often characterized by individuals or families living in cars, abandoned buildings, or temporary shelters such
as tents. The isolation of rural areas increases the difficulty of accessing emergency services, and the lack of public transportation further exacerbates the
problem. In winter, the harsh weather conditions pose significant risks to those without shelter, making transportation services and warming shelters
important areas of focus.

If data is not available for the categories "number of persons becoming and exiting homelessness each year," and "number of
days that persons experience homelessness," describe these categories for each homeless population type (including chronically
homeless individuals and families, families with children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth):

In 2023 Erie County saw a 9% reduction in Chronic Homelessness and a 10% decrease in Youth Homelessness. Additionally, the proportion of
homeless individuals with a disability decreased year over year. Unfortunately, there was a concerning 16% increase in adults 62 years and over
experiencing homelessness.
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Nature and Extent of Homelessness: (Optional)

Race: Sheltered: Unsheltered (optional)

White 0 0
Black or African American 0 0
Asian 0 0
American Indian or Alaska

Native 0 0
Pacific Islander 0 0
Ethnicity: Sheltered: Unsheltered (optional)
Hispanic 0 0
Not Hispanic 0 0
Data Source

Comments:

Estimate the number and type of families in need of housing assistance for families with
children and the families of veterans.

The 2024 Erie County PIT Count identified 306 individuals in 91 homeless families with children. This
represents a 15% increase in homeless families as compared with the last 2020-2024 Con Plan. Of the
individuals in families with children, 177 were under 18, 25 were between the ages of 18 and 24, and
104 were over the age of 24. These numbers are fairly stable in relation to homeless children, with the
bulk of the increase being in adults over the age of 25. No families with children were unsheltered. Nine
children only households were counted within emergency shelters and transitional housing. No data was
available regarding families of veterans within Erie County.

Describe the Nature and Extent of Homelessness by Racial and Ethnic Group.

HAWNY’s 2023 Homelessness Summary Brief provided to Erie County indicates that the homeless
population is shown to be predominantly Black or African-American (53.5 percent) and White (38.2
percent), while multiracial individuals accounted for 4.6 percent of all homeless persons. In contrast, the
racial makeup of Erie County was 75.4 percent white and 12.9 percent Black or African American
according to the 2020 Census. In addition to race, 20.4 percent of the homeless population counted
identified their ethnicity as Hispanic/Latino. Few respondents identified as other racial ethnic groups.

Describe the Nature and Extent of Unsheltered and Sheltered Homelessness.

According to the 2024 Point-in-Time Count, there were 1,109 sheltered homeless individuals (893
households) and 16 unsheltered homeless individuals (16 households) in Erie County. Of the sheltered
homeless reported, 846 individuals (708 households) were counted in emergency shelters and 263
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individuals (185 households) resided in transitional housing facilities. Households living in emergency
shelters included 641 without children, 59 households with at least one adult and one child, and eight
households with only children. Households living in transitional housing included 152 households
without children, 32 households with at least one adult and one child, and one household with only
children.

Discussion:

While overall, Erie County has seen some positive movement in recent years regarding the number of
homeless and chronic homeless individuals, there are two significant areas of concern identified by
HAWNY:

1) Increasing homelessness among the elderly population
2) Increase in the number of homeless individuals citing eviction by a landlord

Demographic data in the Consortium shows both an increasing elderly population and increasing
housing cost burden for elderly individuals that own and rent. This increased housing insecurity is likely
a contributing factor to the increase in elderly homelessness. Additionally, stakeholders expressed
significant concern for all age groups about how the lifting of the COVID eviction moratorium will impact
low and moderate income low- and moderate-income individuals at risk of homelessness. It appears
those fears are well-founded. These trends underscore the efforts to provide legal and fair housing
services to low- and moderate-income individuals, and to provide resources to help seniors age in place.

Consolidated Plan ERIE COUNTY

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
69



NA-45 Non-Homeless Special Needs Assessment - 91.405, 91.205 (b,d)

Introduction

In the Erie County HOME Consortium, persons who are not homeless but require supportive housing
include: elderly; frail elderly; persons with mental, physical, and/or developmental disabilities; persons
with alcohol or other drug addiction; persons with HIV/AIDS and their families; victims of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking; residents within the refugee community; and
youth and young adults. With potential overlap between each special population and the homeless
populations, it is essential to address the special needs characteristics in the Consortium.

Describe the characteristics of special needs populations in your community:

Elderly

Comprising an estimated 20.8 % of the total population, addressing the needs of those ages 65 and over
is a critical consideration in developing a suitable living environment within the communities of the
Consortium. In addition, Census data from the American Community Survey (ACS) shows the Consortium
is aging significantly, with increases of 18.6% % in the population ages 65-74, 17.8% in the population
ages 75-84, and 2.4% in the population ages 85 and over between 2017 and 2022. Therefore, the Erie
County Consortium is likely to face growing needs such as accessibility, affordable housing and
healthcare as more community members reach this senior status.

Housing for the elderly population within the Consortium is characterized by primarily owner-occupied
housing units, with 74.3% of the total housing units for the population 65 and older owner-occupied. In
addition, at 50.8%, just over half the householders 65 and older in the Consortium live alone, whereas
only 33% of the total householders in the Consortium live alone. Another important consideration for
housing and accessibility is that 25.0% of the civilian noninstitutionalized population 65 and older have a
disability status. This status may include hearing, vision, cognitive, ambulatory, self-care, or independent
living difficulties. The most common disability status of those 65 years and over is ambulatory difficulty.

Economic data for the elderly population shows that there is a higher percentage of the 65 and older
population living below the 100% poverty level than the total population, there is a higher percentage of
65 and older population living at 100 to 149% of the poverty level than the total population, and there is
a lower percentage of 65 and older population living at or above 150% of the poverty level than the total
population.

According to the 2022 ACS data, income in the past 12 months for the population 65 and older included
social security for 92.3% of the population, retirement for 68.5% of the population and earnings for
33.4% of the population. Data for Erie County as a whole shows that the mean of earnings at $94,440 is
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substantially larger than that of the mean of social security income at $22,454 or the mean of
retirement income at $27,959 Based on this poverty level data and income data, there is a need for
affordability considerations for the elderly population.

Persons with mental, physical, and/or developmental disabilities

In 2020 there were 49,149 people living with a disability in the Erie County HOME Consortium,
comprising 13.0% of the total civilian noninstitutionalized population. Of this population, 46.8% were 65
years and older. The most common disability status was ambulatory difficulty.

Economic characteristics of the population with a disability include a larger percentage of the population
that is below 50% of the poverty level, below 100% of the poverty level or below 125% of the poverty
level than that of the population with no disability.

What are the housing and supportive service needs of these populations and how are these
needs determined?

The housing and supportive service needs of the populations described in this section were discussed
during stakeholder meetings for the Consolidated Plan. In the Health and Human Services meeting, key
issues identified included limited housing, coordination of services, staffing challenges, cultural and
language sensitivity, transportation barriers, housing affordability and quality, prevention services, and
the removal of obstacles to assistance. Additional concerns included education for youth, childcare,
senior housing and services, and the intersection of employment, housing, and transportation. The
following summary provides an overview of the needs discussed.

¢ Increased Housing Opportunities: There is a specific need for additional housing for the elderly
and persons with disabilities. In addition to a shortage of housing for special needs population,
there are significant challenges finding quality, affordable units.

e Behavioral Health Services: The elderly population across the county was identified as having
increasing mental health needs, particularly in the wake of COVID-19.

e Service Coordination: A need for improved coordination of services, especially for transitional
housing, was highlighted. Stakeholders emphasized the importance of supporting individuals
holistically, rather than focusing solely on specific disorders, by providing coordinated services
tailored to individual needs.

e Transportation Issues: Transportation barriers were identified as a significant issue for various
populations, preventing them from accessing essential services. The elderly and workers with
nontraditional hours or remote job locations are disproportionately impacted by transportation
barriers.

Discuss the size and characteristics of the population with HIV/AIDS and their families within
the Eligible Metropolitan Statistical Area:
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The Eligible Metropolitan Statistical Area (EMSA) in Erie County, reflects the broader population trends
in New York State, which has seen a significant number of individuals living with HIV/AIDS. In Erie

County, the estimated number of people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) hovers around 3,000, though the

exact figure can vary due to ongoing testing, treatment, and reporting practices.

HIV/AIDS disproportionately affects certain groups, particularly men who have sex with men (MSM),
individuals from racial and ethnic minorities, and people who inject drugs. Among this population, the
majority are male, with a notable proportion of African American and Hispanic individuals. The disease
burden also affects women, although at lower rates. According to recent data from the Erie County
Department of Health, the HIV epidemic is closely tied to socioeconomic factors, including poverty,
limited access to healthcare, and lack of awareness about prevention and treatment.

If the PJ will establish a preference for a HOME TBRA activity for persons with a specific
category of disabilities (e.g., persons with HIV/AIDS or chronic mental illness), describe their
unmet need for housing and services needed to narrow the gap in benefits and services
received by such persons. (See 24 CFR 92.209(c)(2) (ii))

Discussion:
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NA-50 Non-Housing Community Development Needs - 91.415, 91.215 (f)

Describe the jurisdiction’s need for Public Facilities:

CDBG funds can be used for the construction, rehabilitation, or installation of public facilities. Eligible
public facilities include neighborhood amenities (such as educational centers, parks, recreation centers,
and libraries) and facilities serving special needs populations (such as homeless shelters, senior centers,
or facilities for people with disabilities).

The need for public facilities and improvements in these facilities is often identified at the local
community level. Erie County operates county-wide systems to deliver health and social services, with
community centers—typically managed by municipalities—serving as the primary access points for
these services. Additionally, Erie County runs a county-wide library system that provides staffing,
furnishings, and books to municipal library facilities. Many rural libraries, often repurposed from former
stores or residential buildings, need to be expanded or replaced to meet the needs of growing
populations and evolving technologies. The County park system is insufficient to meet all local
recreational needs; therefore, municipal parks, located near population centers or hamlets, are essential
and require improvements or expansion.

Several accessibility upgrades have been proposed by Consortium communities through both the
Community Development Needs Survey and the Municipal Representatives meeting. Many community
facilities—such as fire stations, community and senior centers, and park and recreation areas—are
inadequate in size and condition. Some of these facilities still require physical improvements to better
accommodate individuals with disabilities or elderly persons.

How were these needs determined?

Erie County facilitated a series of stakeholder interviews and focus groups in which it requested
feedback on needs across the community. The County also conducted a community development needs
survey of municipal officials within the CDBG Consortium. The County then facilitated a centrally located
Municipal Officials meeting where the survey results were reviewed and discussed, followed by a
discussion that provided additional feedback relative to each community’s needs.

Describe the jurisdiction’s need for Public Improvements:

Historically, the Erie County Consolidated Plan has focused on the need for public improvements by
separating those needs for “Developed Areas”, “Developing Areas”, and “Rural Hamlet”. Due to the
extensive needs and the relatively modest amount of funding, many of the needs continue to exist as
the Consortium works to mitigate problems and prioritize investments throughout a large and diverse
geography. In both developed, developing, and rural areas, there is a need for coordinating
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infrastructure projects with the potential to support the construction of affordable housing or to assist
with the retention or creation of employment opportunities for low-income Consortium residents.

Developed Area Needs

e Aging and inadequate infrastructure including sanitary sewer and storm drainage collection
systems, some of which are still of the old combination sanitary-storm sewer type, and water
distribution lines which are in need of replacement

e Space needs to be renovated and enhanced to provide warming and cooling shelters

e Deteriorating residential areas containing housing with code violations and scattered instances
of blight

e |nadequate streets and sidewalks in poor surface condition, crumbling curbs in need of
replacement and redesign to facilitate mobility of the handicapped and elderly

e |nadequate community facilities in need of renovation or replacement. Lack of parks and
recreation facilities or parks in need of major rehabilitation

e Declining commercial facilities in the neighborhood, empty stores and lack of local employment
opportunities especially for low- and moderate-income persons

e Inadequate flood protection measures with resultant frequent property damage due to lack of
protective structures and/or inadequate channel capacity due to siltation and overgrowth

Developing Area Needs

e Aging and inadequate infrastructure which in some cases was poorly designed and constructed
by developers and in other instances non-existent (e.g. the use of septic systems for sanitary
waste disposal avoided the need for sewers; private wells supplying water rather than a water
distribution system). Some soil conditions in the County cannot support septic systems, or such
systems have ceased to function properly, necessitating sanitary sewers and treatment plants

e Space needs to be renovated and enhanced to provide warming and cooling shelters

o  Wells have suffered a decline in water quality from the pollution of the ground water, making
some water supplies unfit to drink. The installation of new water lines and sewers may also
impact low and moderate residents who may have to pay for tapping into these lines, and/or
increased utility taxes with already stretched budgets

Rural Hamlet Needs

e lLack of neighborhood facilities to serve the population

e Space needs to be renovated and enhanced to provide warming and cooling shelters

e Poor surface conditions on roads continue to be a problem on roads that were initially designed
for farm use. Design improvements are required for ongoing road reconstruction

e Abandoned or under-utilized buildings need to be renovated or demolished
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e Commercial activities in Rural Hamlets remain essential for many low-income rural residents.
Rural infrastructure investments to leverage new investment should be focused within the small
commercial centers to improve business viability and service delivery

e Ongoing need for viable transportation alternatives that are unique and best suited to cover
larger geographies

How were these needs determined?

Erie County facilitated a series of stakeholder interviews and focus groups in which it requested
feedback on needs across the community. The County also conducted a community development needs
survey of municipal officials within the CDBG Consortium. The County then facilitated a centrally located
Municipal Officials meeting where the survey results were reviewed and discussed, followed by a
discussion that provided additional feedback relative to each community’s needs. The Public
Infrastructure needs far outpaced all other categories and remained consistent with the needs identified
in recent Consolidated Plans.

Describe the jurisdiction’s need for Public Services:

Much of the discussion at the stakeholder meetings focused less on the quality of public services being
provided and more on the coordination of services and the delivery of services. Health and human
services are needed for the low-income population, especially in the rural areas, and improved
transportation infrastructure and additional locations were cited as needs in order to improve the health
and human service delivery systems. Satellite health clinics were specifically referenced as were youth
and senior services.

For the second Consolidated Planning process in a row, multiple Municipal representatives noted a need
for the introduction or expansion of Rural Transit van use; however, volunteer drivers are in short supply
for new routes.

How were these needs determined?

Erie County facilitated a series of stakeholder interviews and focus groups in which it requested
feedback on needs across the community. The County also conducted a community development needs
survey of municipal officials within the CDBG Consortium. The County then facilitated a centrally located
Municipal Officials meeting where the survey results were reviewed and discussed, followed by a
discussion that provided additional feedback relative to each community’s needs.
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Housing Market Analysis

MA-05 Overview

Housing Market Analysis Overview:

The Erie County HOME Consortium comprises the 34 CDBG Consortium municipalities and the Town of
Hamburg and its two villages—the Villages of Hamburg and Blasdell. Both the statistics and the
stakeholder contributions paint a bleak picture of the housing market within the Consortium and the
region.

COVID-19 led to an increase in costs due to disruptions in the supply chain that increased the price of
building materials, a shortage of labor and resulting increase in labor costs, and post-pandemic increases
in interest rates and therefore increased financing costs for developers bringing new housing units to
market. As a result, fewer units were being built and the costs for existing units have increased
significantly.

The housing shortage and associated increase in housing prices is being seen at all levels of affordability
but as many are getting priced out of market rate homes, the downward market pressure on affordable
housing is where the market is under the most stress. Additionally, the recent lifting of the eviction
moratorium has put a number of residents throughout the Consortium at high risk of displacement. In
June of this year, Belmont Housing opened up the wait list for Section 8 housing vouchers for the first
time since 2011 and within five days had 9,000 individuals on the waiting list.

The Consortium will continue to allocate funding for owner-occupied and rental unit rehabilitation
programs, with priority funding targeted toward seniors, emergencies, and those located within
designated target areas. Priority housing target areas exist within the City of Lackawanna, City of
Tonawanda, and Town of West Seneca, and Town of Evans Lake Erie Beach neighborhoods. Priority
funding for housing improvement and infrastructure improvements are tied to these target areas.

Existing County rehabilitation programs will continue to test all pre-1978 built homes for lead-based
paint hazards. Approximately 78% percent of the housing units rehabilitated under the County program
in 2023 tested positive for lead-based paint hazards and remedial action was required. Also, new as of
2024, all houses receiving federal assistance that are located within high-radon designated
municipalities (as reported by NYS Department of Health) are tested for the presence of radon. Any
homes that are above the HUD limit are required to have radon mitigation systems installed.

Most of the data in this market analysis is from either 2020 CHAS or 2022 ACS, and stakeholders have
made it clear that the housing market has gotten even tighter and more expensive in the last two years.
Most of the data does not yet reflect the impacts of increased interest rates and financing costs. All told,
it is imperative that the Consortium continue to prioritize housing through leveraging investment to
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create new affordable units and housing geared toward special populations and through ongoing
housing rehabilitation efforts to enable resident to remain in their existing housing.
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MA-10 Housing Market Analysis: Number of Housing Units - 91.410,

91.210(a)&(b)(2)

Introduction

Most of the data in this market analysis is from either 2020 CHAS or 2022 ACS, and stakeholders have
made it clear that the housing market has gotten even tighter and more expensive in the last two years.

Most of the data does not yet reflect the impacts of increased interest rates and financing costs. All told,

it is imperative that the Consortium continue to prioritize housing through leveraging investment to

create new affordable units and housing geared toward special populations and through ongoing

housing rehabilitation efforts to enable resident to remain in their existing housing. The housing market

within the HOME Consortium consists of more mature suburban towns nearest to the City of Buffalo,

with many residents commuting into the City. The Consortium also includes a number of exurban rural

towns, especially in the southern part of the County.

All residential properties by number of units

Property Type Number %

1-unit detached structure 122,770 72%
1-unit, attached structure 4,973 3%
2-4 units 20,748 12%
5-19 units 11,294 7%
20 or more units 5,355 3%
Mobile Home, boat, RV, van, etc 4,242 3%
Total 169,382 100%6

Table 28 — Residential Properties by Unit Number

Data Source:  2016-2020 ACS

Housing Units - Additional Text

ACS estimates for 2016-2020 indicate that single family units, detached or attached, represent 75% of
the residential units within the Consortium. Two to four units structures, often doubles, represent 12%

of the residential housing inventory. Only 10% of the inventory represent multi-family unit structures

consisting of 5 or more units.

Mobile homes, RVs, etc. represent only 3% of the structures.

Of the 159,726 occupied units, 76.7% are owner occupied and 23.3% are renter occupied. As tabulated
from Table 37, 16,649 of all occupied units are in structures with 5 or more units. All of these units
would be occupied by renters and represent 44.8% of all renters with the Erie HOME Consortium. The
remaining three-fifths of the renters, 20,542, would be residing primarily in 2-4-unit structures, most
likely, and single-family structures on a more limited basis.
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Not surprisingly, 83% of the owner-occupied units contained three or more bedrooms. One-quarter of

the renter units contained three or more bedrooms.

Unit Size by Tenure

Owners Renters
Number % Number %
No bedroom 214 0% 878 2%
1 bedroom 1,592 1% 8,688 23%
2 bedrooms 18,835 15% 18,860 51%
3 or more bedrooms 101,894 83% 8,765 24%
Total 122,535 99% 37,191 100%

Table 29 — Unit Size by Tenure
Data Source:  2016-2020 ACS

Describe the number and targeting (income level/type of family served) of units assisted with
federal, state, and local programs.

Through the use of CDBG Funds and the HOME Investment Partnership funds, Erie County DEP
administers housing programs to assist LMI families to better afford housing. The CDBG Consortium
currently has five target areas for housing rehabilitation and improvements — the First and Second Ward
of the City of Lackawanna, the Main St. Revitalization area of the Village of Depew and the Lake Area
Beach Target Area in the Town of Evans which have been target areas for an extended period of time
and the, City of Tonawanda neighborhood and West Seneca Target Areas which were added in 2018. In
2023, 14% of Consortium expenditures took place in the Lackawanna Target area and 9% took place in
the Village of Depew target area.

Belmont Housing Resources maintains an inventory list of assisted housing projects within Erie County.
Within the Erie HOME Consortium there are 55 housing developments which contain 3,013 units. Forty-
nine housing developments with 2,721 units are for seniors, five developments with 283 units are for
families and one development with 261 units, all one- and two-bedroom units, is for families and
seniors. In most housing developments, LMI limits apply and rents are based on 30% of income. A
minority of housing developments have structured below market rents.

Section 8 vouchers in Erie County are administered by two agencies. Belmont Housing Resources,
administers approximately 5,400 vouchers and the Rental Assistance Corporation (RAC), operational in
the City of Buffalo, administers about 5,200 vouchers. Each voucher recipient may choose where they
want to live. Currently an estimated 74% of voucher holders are seeking housing. In June of 2024
Belmont opened the waiting list for five (5) days and in that time nearly 9,000 individuals got on the list.

The Lackawanna Housing Development Corporation (LHDC) continues its commitment to building and
operating various types of housing for LMI owners and renters. Over 60 single family units have now
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been constructed within the First Ward of Lackawanna, a targeted area of the City. Further, Erie County,
though its HOME funds, has constructed 8 new single-family homes within the First Ward. Four of these
homes were sold to first-time homebuyers, and the other four were rental units. Also, four more in-fill
lots are underway for 2025 and will come on-line in the near future.

The Southtowns Rural Preservation Corporation (SRPC) services the ten most southern towns in the
County, including five villages. The population of these towns represents approximately 20% of the
population of the Consortium. Since 1990, SRPC has been administering its Affordable Home Repair
program for repairs that are needed to make properties livable. Grants have been available to low/mod
homeowners for up to $10,000 and now increased to $15,000 with the 2019 grant. On average 12 to 15
grants are made each year. In 2019, a new grant program was implemented for immediate threat
emergency grants for up to $10,000 for low/mod senior homeowners.

The USDA Rural Development Office located in Batavia offers several housing programs. Eligible
geographic areas within the Consortium include the area east of Transit Road (except for the Village of
Depew and Lancaster), most of Orchard Park, The Town of Hamburg south of the Village of Hamburg,
and the remainder of southern Erie County. Among its programs, the USDA offers a Section 504 single
family home repair program to assist very low-income homeowners. Funds may be used to repair,
improve or modernize a home, or to remove health or safety hazards to make properties accessible to
household members with disabilities. Loans are available for up to 20 years at a 1% interest rate.

Provide an assessment of units expected to be lost from the affordable housing inventory for
any reason, such as expiration of Section 8 contracts.

The National Housing Trust maintains a database on expiring project-based rental assistance (PBRA)
units, which includes project-based Section 8, Section 202, Section 811, RAP, LIHTC, and HOME units.
According to this database, a total of 208 project-based Section 8 rental assisted units located within the
Erie County HOME Consortium will expire over the next five years.

Because significant government funding has been invested in these properties, these units are some of
the most affordable housing in the Consortium. In the absence of intervention to preserve the
affordability of these units, they are at-risk for conversion to market rate units once their contracts or
affordability periods expire.

Does the availability of housing units meet the needs of the population?

No. Like most other areas in the nation, the HOME Consortium continues to experience a significant
shortage of affordable and available housing. One critical indicator is the experience of Belmont Housing
Resources and the Rental Assistance Corporation (RAC) who each administer Section 8 vouchers.
Currently, between them they administer about 10,800 vouchers. Belmont reports that 22.5% of the
vouchers are currently unused due to a lack of placement due to a combination of limited stock and
landlords having more non-voucher apartment-seekers than ever. In the stakeholder meetings, it was
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repeatedly pointed out that many landlords will avoid taking tenants with vouchers if they can. This is
especially stark considering that in June of 2024 Belmont opened the waiting list for five (5) days and in
that time nearly 9,000 individuals got on the list.

In addition, with rising rents in the private market and no subsequent increase in voucher funding to
keep up, it is expected that upon turnover of voucher holders, there will be a gradual erosion of the
number of vouchers that can be funded.

Describe the need for specific types of housing:

At stakeholder meetings, there were several comments citing a shortage of units at all levels of
affordability. A disproportionate amount of new housing coming on-line is market rate or luxury homes
and apartments, as that is where the best profit margins exist for the developers. That said, even the
high-end market is seeing a shortage that increases prices as evidenced by the Buffalo Niagara
Association of Realtor’s findings that the average at or above market home is listed for less than a
month and, almost 40% of the time is selling at or above the asking price.

The housing shortage and increasing construction and finance costs puts specific pressure on affordable
housing and housing for seniors and at-risk populations. As people are priced out of the market, they
begin to overpay for lower price options, creating a domino effect that leaves low- and moderate-
income individuals, the elderly, and individuals with special needs without affordable options.
Stakeholders indicated that landlords are now more likely than ever to find reasons to turn down
housing vouchers in order to enter into market leases.

Discussion
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MA-15 Housing Market Analysis: Cost of Housing - 91.410, 91.210(a)

Introduction

Within the Consortium, the towns nearest to the City of Buffalo are mature suburbs with many
households commuting into the City. The Consortium is also comprised of exurban towns and a

significant amount of rural land in the southern part of Erie County. As shown below, wages have not

adequately kept up with housing costs in the Consortium and the precipitous increase in costs related to

both housing value and contract rent.

Cost of Housing

Base Year: 2017 Most Recent Year: 2022 % Change
Median Home Value 139,900 197,400 41%
Median Contract Rent 637 849 33%
Table 30 — Cost of Housing
Alternate Data Source Name:
2017, 2022 ACS Data
Data Source Comments:
Rent Paid Number %
Less than S500 8,212 0.0%
$500-999 21,245 0.0%
$1,000-1,499 5,867 0.0%
$1,500-1,999 1,208 0.0%
$2,000 or more 573 0.0%
Total 37,105 0.0%
Table 31 - Rent Paid
Data Source Comments:
Housing Affordability
Number of Units affordable to Renter Owner
Households earning
30% HAMFI 2,571 No Data
50% HAMFI 10,661 8,469
80% HAMFI 22,191 27,464
100% HAMFI No Data 40,654
Total 35,423 76,587

Data Source Comments:

Table 32 — Housing Affordability

Housing Affordability - Additional Text
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The HUD provided table below indicates the number of affordable units available to households at

various income levels. Only 2,571 rental units are identified as affordable to households below 30% of
the HUD Area Median Family Income (HAMFI) and represent only 7.3% of the total rental inventory in
the HOME Consortium. The supply of units does not come close to accommodating households earning

less than 30% of the HAMFI, most of whom are likely to be renters.

Monthly Rent

Monthly Rent (S) Efficiency (no 1 Bedroom | 2 Bedroom | 3 Bedroom | 4 Bedroom
bedroom)

Fair Market Rent 869 908 1,069 1,309 1,470

High HOME Rent 671 695 838 1,050 1,204

Low HOME Rent 671 695 838 1,000 1,116

Data Source Comments:

Table 33 — Monthly Rent

Housing Rent and Value - Additional Text

Within the HOME Consortium, the Fair Market Rent (FMR) for a two-bedroom rental unit is $1,069 (a
33.8% increase from the last Consolidated Plan). In order to afford this level of rent and utilities, without

paying more than 30% of income on housing, a household much earn $3,563 monthly or $42,756 on an

annual basis. To earn that level of income, one would have to earn $20.56 per hour assuming a 40-hour

work week over 52 weeks for the year.

Within the HOME Consortium, the minimum wage is $16/hour in 2024. Based on a 40-hour week, on
annual basis, this translates to $33,280, substantially short of what would be needed to afford a Fair

Market Rent of $1,069 per month. It would require two wage earners to make such units affordable.

Housing Values

As of 2017, only 23.58% of the owner-occupied units within the Consortium were valued at less than
$100,000, while the bulk of the housing within the Consortium (64.17%) was valued between $100,000
and $299,999, and 12.36% was valued at $300,000 or more. By 2022 only 10.33% of the owner-occupied
units were valued at less than $100,000. Interestingly, and troublingly, the housing values increased so
aggressively in that time that the $100,000-$299,999 range also went down, albeit to 62.66%, while the
$300,000 and above range of housing value jumped to account for 27.01% of owner-occupied units

within the Consortium. The median value for owner occupied units has increased a staggering 42.27%

over that period.
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Median Sales
Year Price
2017 5150,000
2018 5160,000
2018 5166800
2020 5195,051
2021 &222035
2022 5227000
2023 S258,000
2024 5*253.750
Table 43— Erie County Median
Sales Price
*Nine months
Source: BNAR

Table 43 Median Sales

Table 44 Value of Owner Occupied

Mumber | Percent
Less than 510,000 23,179 5.70%
510,000-14,555 18,706 4 60%
$15,000-24,952 32532 B.00%
$25,000-34,952 32,938 B.10%
%35,000-49,500 46,358 | 11.40%
%50,000-74,599 67,503 | 1560%
%75,000-99,509 51644 | 1270%
$100,000-149,835 68,317 | 16.80%
%150,000-199, 935 33,345 B.20%
5200000 or more 32 532 B.00%

406,647 | 100.00%
IMedian Income 568 014

Table 45 — Income — Households in Erie County
Dwoto Source: 2022 ACS Five Year Estimates

Table 45 Household by Income

Is there sufficient housing for households at all income levels?
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No. There is most definitely not sufficient housing at all income levels within the Erie County HOME
Consortium. According to ACS data the median household income in Erie County has increased 32.7%
from 2015-2022. While this represents a significant jump, that increase has been outplaced by the
42.3% increase in housing value for owner occupied units and the 37.5% increase in Fair Market Rent
from 2015-2020 (data not available through 2022).

Attendees of the community and stakeholder meetings brought up housing prices and the lack of supply
at all levels of affordability in the western New York market as the most significant challenge the region
is facing. It is feared that continued cost increases, along with rising interest rates, will continue to price
some people out of the market, while also disempowering renters in a high demand, low supply market.
The Consortium is focused on using federal resources to support rehabilitation programs to allow low-
and moderate-income individuals to make needed investments in their residences to maintain safety
and quality of life, and to avoid being displaced into an extremely tight housing market.

How is affordability of housing likely to change considering changes to home values and/or
rents?

There appears to be no let up in the increasing housing prices. Until or unless a large amount of new
housing units are brought to market (at all levels of affordability), low and moderate income individuals
will be at high risk of displacement and homelessness.

How do HOME rents / Fair Market Rent compare to Area Median Rent? How might this
impact your strategy to produce or preserve affordable housing?

In the Consortium, median contract rents have increased 33.28% from 2017-2022 and Fair Market Rent
is outpacing HOME Rents for everything from efficiencies up to four-bedroom units.

Stakeholders spent significant time speaking to the combination of increased building material costs,
inconsistency in the supply chain and increases in lending rates over the last two years (not reflected in
these numbers) as factors that are driving up the costs of construction and development of new units.
At the same time, supply is relatively stagnant, demand is strong across all levels of the housing market,
from affordable to market rate and even luxury. The result is that many private developers are only
undertaking projects with higher margins, namely large single-family homes, putting additional strain on
affordable housing in the Consortium and the region. Market forces put pressure on communities to
leverage as much public funding as possible to try and ‘make the math work’ for affordable housing. The
complicated capital stacks and difficulty leveraging enough funding for new affordable projects is a big
reason the Consortium communities use a large share of CDBG funding for rehabilitation — to keep low-
and moderate-income individuals in their existing dwellings and to maintain or improve the quality of
housing.

Discussion
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MA-20 Housing Market Analysis: Condition of Housing - 91.410, 91.210(a)

Introduction

Describe the jurisdiction's definition of "standard condition" and "substandard condition but
suitable for rehabilitation":

Standard Condition: No major structural defects, adequate plumbing and kitchen facilities, appearance
which does not create a blighting influence, and the house meets additional, more stringent, local
standards, and building codes, including lead-based paint clearance.

Substandard housing: A unit is substandard if it: is dilapidated, does not have operable indoor plumbing,
does not have a usable flush toilet inside the unit for the exclusive use of a family, does not have a
usable bathtub or shower inside the unit for the exclusive use of a family, does not have electricity, or
has inadequate or unsafe electrical service, does not have a safe or adequate source of heat, should, but
does not, have a kitchen; or has been declared unfit for habitation by an agency or unit of government.

Substandard Condition but Suitable for Rehabilitation: The nature of the substandard condition makes
rehabilitation both financially and structurally feasible.

Housing Conditions: Condition of units is assessed using the same criteria as in the Needs Assessment.
This includes: 1) lacks complete plumbing facilities, 2) lacks complete kitchen facilities, 3) more than one
person per room, 4) cost burden (amount of income allocated to housing) is greater than 30%, and 5)
complies with applicable building code standards.

Condition of Units

Condition of Units Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied

Number % Number %
With one selected Condition 0 0% 0 0%
With two selected Conditions 0 0% 0 0%
With three selected Conditions 0 0% 0 0%
With four selected Conditions 0 0% 0 0%
No selected Conditions 0 0% 0 0%
Total 0 0% 0 0%

Table 34 - Condition of Units
Data Source:  2016-2020 ACS
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Condition of Units Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied
Number % Number %
With one selected Condition 20,240 17% 14,185 38%
With two selected Conditions 477 0% 522 1%
With three selected Conditions 140 0% 25 0%
With four selected Conditions 0 0% 0 0%
Mo selected Conditions 101,650 83% 22,465 60%
Total 122,507 100% 37,197 99%
_ Table 46 - Condition of Units
Data Source: | 2015-2020 ACS
Table 46 Condition of Units
Year Unit Built
Year Unit Built Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied
Number % Number %
2000 or later 0 0% 0 0%
1980-1999 0 0% 0 0%
1950-1979 0 0% 0 0%
Before 1950 0 0% 0 0%
Total 0} 0% (6] 0%
Table 35 — Year Unit Built
Data Source:  2016-2020 CHAS
Year Unit Built Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied
Number % Number %
2000 or later 14,882 12% 5,408 15%
1980-1999 25,777 21% 6,025 16%
1950-1979 53,044 43% 14,927 40%
Before 1950 28,817 24% 10,825 29%
Total 122,520 100% 37,185 100%
U Tabledr  YeaumE BRI, s
st b L L .
Table 47 Year Unit Built

Risk of Lead-Based Paint Hazard

Risk of Lead-Based Paint Hazard Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied
Number % Number %
Total Number of Units Built Before 1980 0 0% 0 0%
Housing Units build before 1980 with children present 0 0% 0 0%

Table 36 — Risk of Lead-Based Paint

Data Source:  2016-2020 ACS (Total Units) 2016-2020 CHAS (Units with Children present)
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Risk of Lead-Based Paint Hazard Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied
Number ) Number %
Total Number of Units Built Before 1980 B1,851 B7% 25,752 B5%
Housing Units build before 1980 with children present 6,474 5% 5,221 14%

Table 48 — Rizk of Lead-Based Paint

Table 48 Risk of Lead Based Paint

Table 49 Estimate of Units at Risk of LBP

Map LEADSAFE Erie County Communities 2024
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Vacant Units

Suitable for Not Suitable for Total
Rehabilitation Rehabilitation
Vacant Units 0 0 0
Abandoned Vacant Units 0 0 0
REO Properties 0 0 0
Abandoned REO Properties 0 0 0

Table 37 - Vacant Units
Data Source:  2005-2009 CHAS

Describe the need for owner and rental rehabilitation based on the condition of the
jurisdiction's housing.

Estimate the number of housing units within the jurisdiction that are occupied by low or
moderate income families that contain lead-based paint hazards. 91.205(e), 91.405

The table shows that 69 percent of the renter-occupied units and 67% of the owner-occupied units
within the Erie HOME Consortium were built prior to 1980 and those built prior to 1978 are considered
at risk for containing lead-based paint. Without a sample of all homes built prior to 1978, it is difficult to
estimate the actual number of units having lead-based paint hazards.

In looking at the occupied units constructed prior to 1980, the table below uses statistical data for the
Consortium and assumes that approximately 45% of renters, 11,588, are low/moderate income and a
homeowner percentage of 30%, or an estimated 25,752 households, are also low/moderate income.

On average, homeowners tend to have an interest and incentive to maintain their properties, which is
likely to result in a smaller percentage of such households having the potential presence of lead-based
paint hazards. It is assumed that 15% of low/moderate income homeowner units could have the
presence of lead-based paint hazards and renters would have a higher percentage, estimated at 25%.
Many of the low/moderate income homeowner households are seniors who have aged in place.
Although many have maintained their properties over time, there is a percentage who may experience
financial difficulty in being able to continue to maintain their properties and have been clients of the
County and other assisted rehabilitation programs available to low-moderate income households.

Children were present in 6,474 owner units and in 5,221 renter units, which were built prior to 1980.
These units probably have a greater likelihood of being reported if lead-based paint hazards are present
whether occupied by low/moderate or non-low/moderate income households. Additional information
regarding LBP is available in the Unique Appendices.

Discussion
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MA-25 Public And Assisted Housing - 91.410, 91.210(b)

Introduction

The Lackawanna Housing Authority (LHA) owns and manages three federally funded housing developments within the City of Lackawanna. These
include Baker Homes (271 family units), Glover Gardens (125 family units), and Parkview Towers (94 senior units). No units are expected to be
lost from the inventory over the next five years. Baker Homes and Glover Gardens consist of two-story buildings with about ten units per
building. All of the two, three and four-bedroom units are configured in rowhouse fashion with each apartment having a first and second floor.

The Lackawanna Housing Authority does not intend to participate in any non-public housing residential development or preservation during
2024-2028. This type of housing activity is being handled by the Lackawanna Housing Development Corporation.

The Tonawanda Housing Authority (THA) is a state funded public housing authority and operates within the City of Tonawanda. Since it is a
State funded agency, THA's 264 units are not included in the 491 units reported in the HUD-provided table above. As shown in the table below,
there are three public housing developments in the City of Tonawanda, all of which are managed by the THA. Family developments consist of
Colvin Kelly Heights (150 units) and Albright Court (64 units). Jacob Guzetta Apartments contain 50 senior units. The three developments are all
located on the same site between Gibson and Hinds Streets.

The developments consist of 44 two-story buildings, which are mostly brick with a limited amount of vinyl siding on most of the buildings. The
approximately 25-acre site easily accommodates the buildings with an overall low-density effect. The grounds as well as the buildings appear to
be well maintained based on general exterior observation. As noted below, THA intends to replace the senior apartments with a new senior 3-
story senior building and construct 4-6 accessible units on the site of the current senior facility. THA usually maintains full occupancy.
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Totals Number of Units

Program Type
Certificate Mod-Rehab Public Vouchers
Housing Total Project -based Tenant -based Special Purpose Voucher
Veterans Family Disabled
Affairs Unification *
Supportive Program
Housing

# of units vouchers
available 491

# of accessible units

*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition

Table 38 — Total Number of Units by Program Type
Data Source:  PIC (PIH Information Center)

Housing Development Type Year Built | Number of Units
Baker Homes Family 1937 271
Glover Gardens Family 1965 125
Parkview Towers Senior 1985 94
Total 490

Table 51 — Lackawanna PHA Inventory
Source: Lockowanna Housing Authority

Table 51 Lackawanna PHA Inventory
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Table 52 Tonawanda PHA Inventory
Describe the supply of public housing developments:

Describe the number and physical condition of public housing units in the jurisdiction, including those that are participating in an
approved Public Housing Agency Plan:

The Uniform Physical Conditions Standards (UPCS) Inspection Scores for the LHA properties as cited in the table below table are based on HUD
inspections conducted in 2022-23. Individual project ratings were as follows:

* Parkview Towers — 99
* Baker Homes — 94

¢ Glover Gardens — 88

The maximum score is 100 and all properties are either high-performers or on the high end of the standard range. Since the Tonawanda Housing
Authority is a state aided development, no inspection rating is available.

Consolidated Plan ERIE COUNTY

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
93



Public Housing Condition

Public Housing Development Average Inspection Score
Parkview Towers 99
Baker Homes 94
Glover Gardens 88

Table 39 - Public Housing Condition

Describe the restoration and revitalization needs of public housing units in the jurisdiction:

In an effort to improve the safety of the Baker Homes, Glover Gardens, and Parkview Towers the LMHA
continues to add cameras around the property to get more coverage and provide more safety for the
residents. LMHA continues to address the physical needs of its properties. LMHA is updating windows
throughout the property. The LMHA is also planning to continue with the ongoing replacement of roofs
and gutters in the Glover Gardens. The LMHA also continues to paint, install new flooring, update
kitchens and update bathrooms in apartments as needed.

In 2023, Tonawanda Housing Authority announced redevelopment plans for its properties. As part of
Phase 1, JJ Guzzetta will be demolished and replaced with a new 3 story Senior building on the THA
property, to be known as Hillview Commons. Construction is expected to start in 2025, subject to
funding awards. It should be noted that Erie County has committed significant funding to help with the
renovation and modernization of Hillview Commons. $500,000 in Erie County HOME-ARP funding, and
an additional $500,000 in federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding have been committed to the
THA. Arthur Albright apartments (62 family units) will undergo a complete rehabilitation. THA will also
add 4-6 ADA compliant units to its portfolio on the site of the old Seniors Buildings. Phase 2 will be a gut
rehab of the Colin Kelly apartments (150 units). All of this is being financed via Tax Credit project
financing with the help of NYSDHCR, with approvals pending. Tonawanda Housing is moving forward
with redevelopment plans and has hired a Development Partner to drive the project forward along with
NYSDHCR. Other improvements include replacing roofs in the Colin Kelly project and parking lot
rehabilitation seal and striping and some landscaping.

Describe the public housing agency's strategy for improving the living environment of low-
and moderate-income families residing in public housing:

THA has installed 2 Little Libraries / Food Pantries that are jointly managed between the Tonawanda
School District students and THA. Tenant focused changes include electronic rent payment options,
online application capability and “in house” application kiosk. THA also engages with the community to
deliver local announcements for things like Neighbors United (pop up play dates) and the City of
Tonawanda Recreation Department after school programs. In 2024 Tenant Representatives have held an

Consolidated Plan ERIE COUNTY

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
94



Easter Egg Hunt, NARCAN training, CPR / First Aid training on site with Tonawanda Fire Department and
Erie County.

THA continued its Seniors Garden, where Seniors grow flowers and vegetables and spread them out to
Tenants who need or want them. Tenant Reps continue to drive new ways to engage the THA property
in thinking like a “community” through participation events like Easter Egg Hunt, Community Clean Up
Day, Clothing and Bicycle give away day with support from local support organizations.

The Lackawanna Municipal Housing Authority (LMHA) has two Educational Resource Centers and a
Wellness Center on site. When feasible again, the Educational Centers will be staffed, in conjunction
with both Resident Councils, anywhere from 2-5 days a week. Various programs will again be offered
including Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, children's holiday parties and educational classes.

Within the Lackawanna Municipal Housing Authority (LMHA), the interests of tenants in management
are met through three current tenant members who sit on the Authority Board, as well as through two
active tenant councils within Parkview Towers and Baker Homes complexes. In conjunction with one of
the LMHA’s Tenant Commissioners, the LMHA has offered courses and meetings to help tenants learn
about home ownership at the Willie Cotton Community Center.

LMHA continues to try and work with different programs to provide service to our residents. For the kids
during the summer, the LMHA partnered with the YMCA for the “Y On The Fly” program aimed to help
youth of all ages to stay active and engaged in mind, body and spirit. The “Y On The Fly” program
provided healthy meals, educational enrichment and physical activities, games and more. The LMHA has
also partnered with the City of Lackawanna to provide lunches at both playground sites and worked with
a local health insurer on a summer soccer program.

Discussion:
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MA-30 Homeless Facilities and Services - 91.410, 91.210(c)

Introduction

The Erie County Department of Social Services continues to support programs that help the homeless including chronically homeless individuals
and families, families with children, veterans and their families and unaccompanied youth. The programs include Emergency Assistance to
Adults, Emergency Assistance to Families, and Emergency Safety Net Assistance. The programs provide financial assistance for shelter arrears,
security agreements, water shutoff restore, heating equipment repair and replacement, home repairs, moving expenses and storage cost for
furniture and personal belongings. These services help homeless people make the transition to permanent housing and independent living.

Working in conjunction with County agencies, The Homeless Alliance of Western New York (HAWNY) is the main regional agency addressing
issues of homelessness. They act as an umbrella organization that coordinates funding, services and collaboration among area agencies and
services for the homeless. HAWNY convenes regular meetings between the various agencies and advises municipalities within its jurisdiction,
including Erie County, on homeless issues and related outreach efforts. Through HAWNY, the County also remains an active member of the
Consortium of Care (CoC) and the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS). The Alliance has been publishing the Annual Report on
the State of Homelessness in Erie County since 2010, a complete analysis of homeless data collected from HMIS to serve as a basis for planning
and coordination of funding for homeless housing and services.

The County works closely with the CoC to use a best practice model for serving people experiencing homelessness on a regional basis. Since
2013, the County has used ESG dollars to fund Rapid Re-housing (RRH) and Homeless Prevention (HP) Programs to assist homeless and at-risk
homeless families and individuals. The County prioritized people who have the longest homeless history and are most vulnerable. Including the
County’s RRH program and various RRH programs throughout the region funded by the CoC, City of Buffalo, Town of Tonawanda, and the VA
that focuses on quickly rehousing people from shelters.

The County actively participates in the CoC’s monthly meetings and other roundtable discussions, which cover topics like the Coordinated Entry
system, prioritizing clients based on need assessments, ending youth homelessness, system outcomes, community priorities, Rapid Rehousing,
and improving employment outcomes.
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Facilities Targeted to Homeless Persons

Emergency Shelter Beds

Transitional
Housing Beds

Permanent Supportive Housing

Beds

Year Round Beds
(Current & New)

Voucher /
Seasonal /
Overflow Beds

Current & New

Current & New

Under
Development

Households with Adult(s) and

Child(ren) 0 0 0 0 0
Households with Only Adults 0 0 0 0 0
Chronically Homeless Households 0 0 0 0 0
Veterans 0 0 0 0 0
Unaccompanied Youth 0 0 0 0 0

Data Source Comments:
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Describe mainstream services, such as health, mental health, and employment services to the
extent those services are use to complement services targeted to homeless persons

The WNY Coalition for the Homeless is an association of over 50 service providers and community
leaders who have joined together to empower and advocate for people in need of safe, affordable, and
permanent housing and related services. These providers include social service agencies working in Erie
County that provide benefits to very low and low-income individuals and families to address the needs
of homeless people. These organizations provide many services to homeless or at-risk residents,
including, but not limited to, life skills, alcohol and drug abuse treatment, mental health treatment, AIDS
related treatment, education, employment assistance, childcare, transportation, counseling, parenting
classes, and housing placement/assistance.

Several programs assist with transportation or bus tokens to individuals searching for housing,
commuting to the workplace, or receiving services. These programs include the Erie County Department
of Social Services Welfare Division, Medicaid Transportation, and the Independent Living Center.

Available resources for homeless individuals and families can be obtained by utilizing 211 WNY.
Information includes basic needs, food assistance, holiday assistance, job training, legal counseling,
mental health services substance abuse services, and limited transportation services.

Funding made available through United Way of Buffalo & Erie County's federal Emergency Food and
Shelter Program (EFSP) provided households in Erie County with financial assistance for utilities and
rent/mortgage payments to help prevent homelessness. The organizations that provided the services
include:

e American Red Cross (ARC)

e Buffalo Urban League (through ARC)

e Buffalo City Mission

e Community Action Organization (through ARC)

e Community Services for the Dev. Disabled (through ARC)
e Compass House (through ARC)

e Evergreen Health Services (through ARC)

e Lt. Col. Matt Urban Human Services (through ARC)

e The Salvation Army.

Various organizations offer educational and vocational training for low-income populations. These
programs include GED or certificate programs, specific skill development, resume writing, interview
training, and assistance with locating jobs through job boards and referrals. Programs include:

e Buffalo Employment Training Service
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e Buffalo Urban League Employment Program

e Buffalo Urban League Multi-Service Center

e Center for Employment Opportunity

e Educational Opportunity Center

e Employment and Service Center

e Greater Buffalo Works Program

e Restoration Society Empowerment Academy and ACE Employment Services
e \Veterans Multi-Purpose

e Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals with Disabilities
e Vocational Training Center

e Workforce Investment Board

Legal Services for low-income individuals and families are provided through:

e The Public Defender’s Office

e Neighborhood Legal Services

e law Guardian

e Action for Mental Health

e Legal Advocacy for Disabled Individuals
e University at Buffalo Law Students

e Volunteer Lawyers Project

e Western New York Law Center

List and describe services and facilities that meet the needs of homeless persons, particularly
chronically homeless individuals and families, families with children, veterans and their
families, and unaccompanied youth. If the services and facilities are listed on screen SP-40
Institutional Delivery Structure or screen MA-35 Special Needs Facilities and Services,
describe how these facilities and services specifically address the needs of these populations.

Police departments and administrators of hospital emergency rooms across work together to identify
the homeless, assess their needs, and refer them to appropriate agencies. Many police departments in
Erie County have a Behavioral Health Team composed of specialty trained officers partnered with
qualified mental health professionals. Law enforcement is also available to assist victims of domestic
violence in emergency situations who are at risk of becoming homeless. In addition, the Family Justice
Center assists in placement of homeless persons/families escaping domestic violence situations.

Erie County continues to address the needs of homeless people needing emergency or transitional
shelter. The Erie County Department of Social Services provides that assistance to clients through
organizations that operate emergency shelters and transitional housing through shelter allowances for
the homeless clients. Shelter was provided to 1,999 singles and 332 families for a total of 3,884 persons
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served from 10/1/2023-3/31/2024. During this same period 421 singles and 97 families were also
provided with transitional housing assistance.

Erie County’s ESG program focuses 60% of available funding for rapid re-housing activities, which assists
homeless people living in shelters and places them in permanent housing quickly. This program provides
short term rental assistance and case management to stabilize the household in housing.

The Code Blue program was created in 2009 by the Western New York Coalition for the Homeless to
provide a warm place to sleep and eat when the temperature fell below 15 degrees. Since 2015, to
respond to Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order #151, Erie County’s Department of Social Services
provided funding for Code Blue when the temperature was 32-16 degrees. The City of Buffalo funds
Code Blue when the temperature is below 15 degrees. During the Code Blue winter nights, the Western
New York Coalition for the Homeless and Sylvia’s House provides cots, food, and resources to homeless
individuals. The Code Blue season runs from November 15th to April 30th each year. Two Code Blue
shelters are provided serving over 900 unique individuals each year. As a result of this program, many
hard to serve chronically homeless individuals were identified and engaged for services and supports.

Homeless shelters available to individuals in Erie County according to HAWNY’s website include:

e Back to Basics (men only)

e Buffalo City Mission (adult males)

e Compass House (12-17 yr olds)

e Cornerstone Manor (single women / families)
e Family Promise of WNY (families)

e Haven House (victims of domestic violence)

e Hope House (women and children)

e Little Portion Friary (adults)

e Salvation Army (women and children/families)

e Temple of Christ: My Place Home (women and children/families)

Food and clothing assistance for the homeless can be found in Erie County at the following locations:

e Buffalo City Mission

e Central City Café

e Concerned Ecumenical

e Food For All

e Friends of the Night People

® Group Ministries
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e Harbor House

e Hearts for the Homeless

e Matt Urban Hope Center

o Refuge Temple Pantry

e St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy
e St. Vincent De Paul

e South Buffalo Food Pantry
e Urban Christian Ministries

e Valley Community Center
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MA-35 Special Needs Facilities and Services - 91.410, 91.210(d)

Introduction

Special needs populations include, but are not limited to, persons who are mentally ill, mentally
disabled, physically disabled, are substance abusers/addicts, have AIDS, are homeless, and are elderly
and in need of supportive housing. Housing was the number one concern voiced throughout the
stakeholder meetings that impacts all special needs populations; however, providing services to those
with special needs was a close second and was oftentimes interconnected with housing issues.

There are a wide variety of programs and organizations that provide special needs facilities and services
to the community. Ensuring access to information for providers and for those in need is critical and is
addressed through several different platforms including Erie County NY Connects, which provides
people of all ages, any disability, and caregivers with information about long term care, and 211 WNY,
which provides free and confidential link to health and human services.

Other key services and facilities provided in Erie County for special needs populations include:

e Ready Set Home program provides funds to individuals on Medicaid under the Access to Home
program for home modifications to help make the home more accessible for a person with a
disability.

e Going Places is a service to older adults (aged 60+) in Erie County, in collaboration with
community partners to provide curb-to-curb van services to seniors who are unable to use
conventional means of transportation.

e Evergreen Health provides HIV care including care coordination, pharmacy, health insurance
enrollment, HOPWA and other supportive housing opportunities, transportation assistance,
food pantry, mental health counseling, substance use counseling and support groups.Haven
House provides services based on a continuum of care ranging from a fully inclusive emergency
shelter in a confidential location to long-term transitional housing for victims of domestic
violence.New Life Residential Center provides a recovery house for women with substance
abuse, mental health or domestic violence abuse.Rural Transit Service provides community
transportation needs of senior citizens, disabled and low/moderate income residents in Erie
County.

Including the elderly, frail elderly, persons with disabilities (mental, physical, developmental),
persons with alcohol or other drug addictions, persons with HIV/AIDS and their families,
public housing residents and any other categories the jurisdiction may specify, and describe
their supportive housing needs

The following discussion identifies needs for each of the identified populations, utilizing information
gathered during the Stakeholder Meetings for the Consolidated Plan and community information.

Consolidated Plan ERIE COUNTY

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
102



For elderly and frail elderly, the needs continue to grow as the population ages. These needs include
access to affordable housing, including assistance in maintaining and modifying homes to make them
accessible, allowing the elderly to age in place, and difficulty in accessing necessary goods and services
due to a lack of transportation or difficulty in navigating multiple support networks.

For individuals with disabilities, including those with intellectual and developmental disabilities and
ambulatory difficulties, access to affordable and accessible housing is a particular challenge.
Contributing to this challenge are a lack of accessible housing stock and limited resources, as individual
with disabilities tend to have lower incomes than individuals without disabilities (with 2018-2022 ACS
data indicating that median earnings for individuals with disabilities residing in Erie County-Urban can be
anywhere from $14,446 to nearly $21,000 lower than the median earnings for individuals without
disabilities depending on whether the individual is male or female.) According to a representative from
People, Inc. during the stakeholder meetings, as more individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities (IDD) are living within the community the need for support services has increased. A lack of
transportation can make accessing available services more difficult.

Stakeholders have noted a significant increase in the number and severity of domestic violence cases.
This has created an increased need for support services, including emergency housing, transitional
housing, and counseling and assisting victims of domestic violence in reestablishing their lives.

Growing refugee populations and increasing numbers of “New Americans” have put strain on existing
support networks and a need to address language and cultural barriers.

Describe programs for ensuring that persons returning from mental and physical health
institutions receive appropriate supportive housing

<TYPE=[text] REPORT_GUID=[F8DC4D3147433947165558A235C46686]
PLAN_SECTION_ID=[1350402000]>

Specify the activities that the jurisdiction plans to undertake during the next year to address
the housing and supportive services needs identified in accordance with 91.215(e) with
respect to persons who are not homeless but have other special needs. Link to one-year
goals. 91.315(e)

In the upcoming year, the Consortium will undertake and fund multiple activities to address the housing
and supportive services needs with respect to individuals who are not homeless but have other special
needs.

e The County will continue to work with Housing Opportunities Made Equal (HOME) to provide
fair housing counseling and mediation services, and Belmont Housing Resources for WNY for
Housing counseling and workshops.
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e Erie County will continue to implement the initiatives outlined in the “Live Well Erie” report,
making funding available for affordable housing projects.

e The Erie County Department of Mental Health will continue to administer funding to provide
access to supportive housing for individual experiencing serious mental illness and
homelessness.

e Erie County will continue to implement its Language Assistance Plan to assist those persons with
limited English proficiency.

e Housing rehabilitation funds will continue to be made available for special needs populations to
assist them with housing repair and accessibility issues. Accessibility and mobility are
disproportionate special needs in the Consortium because of the County’s large senior
population.

For entitlement/consortia grantees: Specify the activities that the jurisdiction plans to
undertake during the next year to address the housing and supportive services needs
identified in accordance with 91.215(e) with respect to persons who are not homeless but
have other special needs. Link to one-year goals. (91.220(2))
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MA-40 Barriers to Affordable Housing - 91.410, 91.210(e)

Describe any negative effects of public policies on affordable housing and residential
investment

A joint Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice was completed in 2024 and submitted to HUD on
February 14, 2020 for the Erie County CDBG Consortium; City of Buffalo; Amherst, Cheektowaga,
Tonawanda Consortium; and the Town/Village of Hamburg. Barriers to affordable housing identified in
the 2019 Al included, lack of supply, unaffordable housing costs, lack of funding, and the Not in My Back
Yard (NIMBY) sentiment. An undated Al has been prepared in conjunction with the preparation of the
Consolidated Plan. Since the prior Al in 2019, some progress has been made to expand access to
affordable housing for residents in Erie County, including use of Federal funding to construct new
affordable housing units across Erie County, enforcement of the County Fair Housing Law to provide
recourse for residents facing discrimination, and actions by local governments, non-profits, and other
organizations to provide additional support for those experiencing homelessness and other populations.
In spite of this progress, continued impediments remain. The significant barriers identified in the 2024
Al include:

Homelessness: The number of people experiencing homelessness has nearly doubled since 2019, likely
driven by the end of the COVID eviction moratorium and increasing housing costs. Suburban and rural
communities resist the establishment of shelters and supportive housing to serve this population and
restrict development through zoning and regulation. A lack of permanent affordable housing units and
vouchers to serve the population in need, and a lack of supportive services such as counseling and
education, makes it difficult to transition people out of homelessness.

Lack of Affordable Housing: The lack of affordable housing in Erie County is particularly acute in the
suburban communities which have the greatest employment opportunities. NIMBYism, zoning
restrictions, and other policies make it difficult to provide affordable housing near workplaces and
changes in public transportation make it difficult for low income residents who find affordable housing
in the City of Buffalo or the inner-ring suburbs to access jobs in the suburbs. Zoning and regulatory
barriers limit the supply of multi-family housing, which leads to limited options and an increase in rents
for the apartments that are available. Rural areas also lack housing and transportation options, limiting
access to employment and services. Access to affordable housing is also limited by an inadequate supply
of vouchers and the continued refusal of landlords to accept vouchers.
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Public Impediments: Zoning and regulatory restrictions, including parking requirements, special use
permits, and design guidelines, limit the development of multi-family housing in suburban communities
and increase the costs for developments that can proceed, increasing rents and resulting in a lack of
housing diversity. A lack of strict code enforcement has resulted in substandard housing. In addition,
there has been in increase in fair housing complaints, particularly in the areas of familial status and
source of payment, and enforcement is needed to ensure compliance by landlords. Public
transportation, provided by the Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority (NFTA), to areas outside of
the City of Buffalo and the inner-ring suburbs tends to be less frequent and accessible and since the
preparation of the 2019 Al, the NFTA has cut routes serving lower-density outer-ring communities. The
lack of transportation options creates burdens for suburban and rural populations who lack access to
services and employment opportunities.
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MA-45 Non-Housing Community Development Assets - 91.410, 91.210(f)

Introduction

The following section describes the local workforce, the nature of current employment, and activities that coordinate economic development

efforts across local and regional agencies. Historically, agencies such as the Erie County Industrial Development Agency, Lackawanna Community

Development Corporation, West Seneca Development Corporation, Orchard Park Development Corporation, and Lancaster Village Partnership

have functioned as subgrantees or subrecipients of CDBG funds for use in economic development programming. Data presented in this section

reflects the entirety of Erie County as, unlike in 2019-2020, the information is not available specific to the Consortium. For economic metrics, the

total County numbers are still reflective of the economic experience of those within the Consortium

Economic Development Market Analysis

Business Activity

Business by Sector Number of Number of Jobs Share of Workers Share of Jobs Jobs less workers
Workers % % %
Agriculture, Mining, Oil & Gas Extraction 2,130 1,081 0 0 0
Arts, Entertainment, Accommodations 39,954 48,286 9 10 1
Construction 22,730 18,013 5 4 -1
Education and Health Care Services 132,827 123,113 29 26 -3
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 39,339 32,546 8 7 -1
Information 7,621 6,449 2 1 -1
Manufacturing 47,654 44,672 10 9 -1
Other Services 20,641 19,838 4 4 0
Professional, Scientific, Management Services 48,047 67,418 10 14 4
Public Administration 20,945 20,910 4 4 0
Retail Trade 51,926 50,644 11 11 0
Transportation and Warehousing 22,463 22,647 5 0
Wholesale Trade 9,751 19,405 4 2
Total 466,028 475,022 -- -- --
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Table 41 - Business Activity
Data Source Comments:
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Labor Force

Total Population in the Civilian Labor Force 0
Civilian Employed Population 16 years and over 0
Unemployment Rate 0.00
Unemployment Rate for Ages 16-24 0.00
Unemployment Rate for Ages 25-65 0.00
Table 42 - Labor Force
Data Source Comments:
Labor Force

Total Population in the Civilian Labor Force 490,302

Civilian Employed Population 16 years and over 466,028

Unemployment Rate 5.0%

Unemployment Rate for Ages 16 to 19 12.0%

Unemployment Rate for Ages 20 to 24 7.4%

Unemployment Rate for Ages 25 to 29 6.2%

Unemployment Rate for Ages 30 to 34 4.6%

Unemployment Rate for Ages 35 to 44 4.1%

Unemployment Rate for Ages 45 to 54 3.9%

Unemployment Rate for Ages 55 to 59 4.1%

Unemployment Rate for Ages 60 to 64 3.6%

Unemployment Rate for Ages 65 to 74 3.9%

Unemployment Rate for Ages 75 and over 3.0%

Table 55 — Labor Force — Unemployment by Age
Source: 2022 ACS 5 Year Estimates
Table 55 Labor Force Unemployment by Age

Occupations by Sector Number of People
Management, business and financial 0
Farming, fisheries and forestry occupations 0
Service 0
Sales and office 0
Construction, extraction, maintenance and
repair 0
Production, transportation and material moving 0

Table 43 — Occupations by Sector

Data Source Comments:
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Occupations by Sector Number of
People
Management, business, science, and arts occupations 199,448
Service occupations 50,100
Sales and office occupations 104,691
Natural resources, construction, and maintenance occupations 28,735
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations 53,054
Table 56 — Occupations by Sector
Source: 2022 ACS 5 Year Estimates
Table 56 Occupations by Sector
Travel Time
Travel Time Number Percentage
< 30 Minutes 312,473 76%
30-59 Minutes 81,604 20%
60 or More Minutes 15,993 4%
Total 410,070 100%6
Table 44 - Travel Time
Data Source Comments:
Education:
Educational Attainment by Employment Status (Population 16 and Older)
Educational Attainment In Labor Force
Civilian Employed Unemployed Not in Labor Force
Less than high school graduate 0 0 0
High school graduate (includes
equivalency) 0 0 0
Some college or Associate's degree 0 0 0
Bachelor's degree or higher 0 0 0

Table 45 - Educational Attainment by Employment Status
Data Source Comments:
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Table 58 Educational Attainment

Educational Attainment by Age

Age
18-24 yrs 25-34 yrs 35-44 yrs | 45-65yrs 65+ yrs
Less than 9th grade 0 0 0 0
9th to 12th grade, no diploma 0 0 0 0 0
High school graduate, GED, or
alternative 0 0 0 0 0
Some college, no degree 0 0 0 0 0
Associate's degree 0 0 0 0 0
Bachelor's degree 0 0 0 0 0
Graduate or professional degree 0 0 0 0 0
Table 46 - Educational Attainment by Age
Data Source Comments:
Age
18-24 25-34 35-44 45-65 65+
yrs yrs yrs yrs yrs

Less than 9th grade 760 2,922 3,516 6,850 6,769

9th to 12th grade, no diploma 6,167 5,641 4,351 11,783 | 10,599

High school graduate, GED, or alternative | 24,903 27,058 | 21,3862 65,270 | 61,377

Some college, no degree 35,310 | 24,509 18,974 | 45,441 | 30,751

Associate's degree 5,032 13,424 12,260 35,435 | 18,106

Bachelor's degree 14,043 37,621 | 26,417 | 47,836 | 23,687

Graduate or professional degree 2,314 22,163 | 25,289 36,849 | 24,408

Data Source: 2022 ACS 5 Year Estimates

Table 59 — Educational Attainment by Age
Source: 2022 ACS 5 Year Estimates

Table 59 Educational Attainment by Age
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Educational Attainment — Median Earnings in the Past 12 Months

Educational Attainment Median Earnings in the Past 12 Months

Less than high school graduate

High school graduate (includes equivalency)

Some college or Associate's degree

Bachelor's degree

Graduate or professional degree

eleolNollolNe)

Table 47 — Median Earnings in the Past 12 Months
Data Source Comments:

Table 60 Median Earnings

Based on the Business Activity table above, what are the major employment sectors within
your jurisdiction?

Within Erie County, the Education and Health Care Services sector employs 29% of all workers. The next
largest employer sectors include Retail Trade (11%), Professional, Scientific, and Management Services
(10%) and Manufacturing (10%). These four industry sectors employ 60% of all workers within the
County. Comparatively at the time of the 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan, these industry sectors
comprised 54% of all workers within the Consortium.

Notably there are more workers than jobs in education and health care services (3%) and in finance,
insurance, and real estate (2%). Within these industry sectors this suggests that workers travel outside
of Erie County for employment. Alternatively, there are more workers than jobs in Professional,
Scientific, and Management Services (4%), Wholesale Trade (2%), and Arts Entertainment, and
Accommodations (2%).

Describe the workforce and infrastructure needs of the business community:
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According to representatives from the Erie County Industrial Development Agency and the Erie County
Workforce Investment Board, a primary challenge in Erie County is the mismatch between available jobs
and the skills of the local workforce. While there is demand for skilled workers in industries like
healthcare, technology, manufacturing, and construction, many local residents lack the education or
training to fill these positions. This skills gap highlights the need for expanded workforce development
programs, including partnerships between local businesses, educational institutions, and vocational
training centers. Efforts to promote technical education, apprenticeships, and upskilling initiatives are
crucial to ensuring a workforce equipped for the demands of modern industries. Additionally, attracting
and retaining talent, particularly younger professionals, is vital to the region’s long-term economic
vitality.

Erie County also faces significant infrastructure challenges that affect its business community. The
region’s transportation network, including roads, bridges, and public transit, is aging and in need of
upgrades to ensure smooth connectivity for businesses. Reliable infrastructure is essential for the
movement of goods, access to markets, and employee commuting. There is also a need to invest in
modernizing broadband internet access, particularly in rural areas, to support remote work and digital
businesses which is why in 2022, ErieNet Local Development Corporation (ErieNet), a not-for-profit local
development corporation, was formed to develop and operate the OAN, which is to be comprised of
400 miles of fiber optic backbone comprised of headend and regional points of presence,
interconnections to public and private broadband providers, aerial and buried cable pathways, fiber
optic cabling and components, and community anchor institutions (CAl’s) endpoints. The dark fiber
provided by ErieNet can be used by CAl’s for their own network communications and applications and
also by telecommunications carriers, Internet Service Providers and other public and private broadband
providers to extend and connect their infrastructure to their constituents and customers.

Energy infrastructure improvements are equally important to meet the growing demand for sustainable,
affordable energy solutions that can support the county’s diverse industries.

Describe any major changes that may have an economic impact, such as planned local or
regional public or private sector investments or initiatives that have affected or may affect
job and business growth opportunities during the planning period. Describe any needs for
workforce development, business support or infrastructure these changes may create.

One of the most notable projects with economic implications is the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus
expansion, which is expected to generate thousands of jobs in healthcare, research, and biotechnology
fields. This development, which has already attracted significant private investment, is transforming the
downtown area into a major hub for medical research and innovation. As the campus grows, it will
increase demand for skilled workers in healthcare and life sciences, creating opportunities in areas like
nursing, medical research, and healthcare administration.

Another key initiative is the Buffalo Green Code, a long-term urban development plan focused on
revitalizing neighborhoods and encouraging sustainable growth. This initiative includes investments in
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infrastructure, housing, and commercial real estate to support local businesses and attract new
companies. The Green Code will likely result in job creation in construction, urban planning, and the
green energy sectors, as well as in industries that benefit from improved transportation networks and
mixed-use development.

Additionally, the redevelopment of the Outer Harbor and Buffalo waterfront is attracting both public
and private investment. Plans for this area include a mix of recreational spaces, residential units, and
commercial developments, with a focus on attracting tourists and residents alike. This revitalization is
expected to create opportunities in hospitality, retail, and tourism, boosting the local economy.

As these changes unfold, they will create new workforce development needs. For instance, the growth
of the healthcare and biotechnology sectors will require specialized training and education programs.
Erie County will need to invest in partnerships between local colleges, universities, and industry leaders
to offer programs in medical technology, biotechnology, and healthcare administration. Similarly, the
Green Code’s focus on sustainability and green building will require workers skilled in energy-efficient
construction, urban planning, and environmental science.

Stakeholders noted that in terms of infrastructure, Erie County’s transportation network must be
modernized to support these developments. Investment in public transit systems and roadways will be
critical to ensuring that workers can easily access new job opportunities, especially as development
shifts toward the waterfront and medical campus. The need for expanded broadband access,
particularly in rural areas, is also essential to support businesses and remote workers, helping to connect
the county with global markets and attract digital industries.

Lastly, Erie County must focus on improving its business support infrastructure. This includes increasing
access to financial resources for small businesses, offering incentives for new startups, and creating
spaces for innovation and entrepreneurship. Encouraging collaboration between the public and private
sectors will be key to ensuring that these transformative changes lead to sustainable job growth and
economic development in Erie County over the next five years.

How do the skills and education of the current workforce correspond to employment
opportunities in the jurisdiction?

There exists a disconnect between the skills possessed by job seekers and those required for many of
the available employment opportunities. Stakeholders pointed specifically to trends toward advanced
manufacturing creating a skills gap for both older employees and job seekers and new entrants to the
labor pool. New and ongoing public and private investments in advanced manufacturing, energy-related
fields, and the technology sector are anticipated to only widen that gap.

Describe any current workforce training initiatives, including those supported by Workforce
Investment Boards, community colleges and other organizations. Describe how these efforts
will support the jurisdiction's Consolidated Plan.
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Workforce Buffalo is a network of employment training providers, educational institutions, economic
development agencies, and community services organizations that work together to provide career and
workforce assistance. This network includes the Buffalo and Erie County Workforce Investment Board
(WIB). The ACT Consortium participates in the workforce development and training initiatives sponsored
by the WIB.

Workforce Buffalo includes Carrer Centers that provide basic career services for all job seekers, with a
priority of career and training services given to low-income individuals, those who are basic skills
deficient (including English language learners) and to veterans and eligible spouses. The main career
center is located at the SUNY-Erie Community College (ECC) North Campus located in the Town of
Ambherst. The one-stop career center provides assistance with job searches, resume preparation,
interviews, job training needs, promotion and career transition. A satellite career center is located at
ECC’s South Campus in Orchard Park. Workforce Buffalo’s other Career Center is the Buffalo
Employment Training Center which provides services for workers, job seekers, and businesses, including
specialized programming for veterans, young adults (16+), and recently incarcerated individuals.

ECC also provides customized non-credit professional development training to local businesses and
community residents through its Workforce Development program, including upgrade training to skilled
professionals who have already obtained a degree and technical and soft-skills training needed for job
retention and advancement. ECC also works with businesses through its Corporate Training Program,
particularly in the manufacturing, healthcare, retail and services businesses, to assess training needs and
create customized programs for employees.

Erie County’s Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES) provides a wide range of training and
career programs to high school students and adults. Erie 1 BOCES offers career training and free literacy
programs to help adults meet their career goals by developing essential skills for gainful employment
and job advancement, including programs in Health and Medical, Spa and Salon, and Trades and
Manufacturing. In addition, Erie 1 BOCES Workforce Development provides workforce training services
to both large and small employers.

The Northland Workforce Training Center, located in Buffalo, provides training to help workers capitalize
on new economic opportunities in the advanced manufacturing and technical fields. Other agencies
providing employment and workforce development programs to Erie County residents include: ACCES-
VR (individuals with disabilities), the Adult Education Division of the Buffalo Public Schools, and Center
of Employment Opportunities (recently incarcerated individuals).

Does your jurisdiction participate in a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy
(CEDS)?

Yes
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If so, what economic development initiatives are you undertaking that may be coordinated
with the Consolidated Plan? If not, describe other local/regional plans or initiatives that
impact economic growth.

<TYPE=[text] REPORT_GUID=[F8DC4D3147433947165558A235C46686]
PLAN_SECTION_ID=[1370705000]>

Discussion

Map ErieNet Broadband Coverage in Erie County
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MA-50 Needs and Market Analysis Discussion

Are there areas where households with multiple housing problems are concentrated?
(include a definition of "concentration")

To look at housing problems, HUD CPD data was used to display the percentage of extremely low-
income households experiencing one or more severe housing problem including:

e Housing units lacking complete kitchen facilities

e Housing units lacking complete plumbing facilities

e Overcrowding (more than 1.5 persons per room)

e Housing costs greater than 50% of household income

Concentration is defined as having a value within the top two quintiles of the distribution, which in this
case is a value over 76.32%. The map below shows the proportion of extremely low-income households
facing severe housing problems (lack of kitchen, lack of plumbing, severe overcrowding, or severe cost
burden). A total of 23 census tracts have concentrations of severe housing problems within extremely
low-income households. In general, these areas include parts of Eden, Orchard Park, West Seneca,
Lackawanna, Lancaster, Akron, Clarence, and Grand Island.

Are there any areas in the jurisdiction where racial or ethnic minorities or low-income
families are concentrated? (include a definition of "concentration")

The Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice (2024) identified six census tracts within the “Erie
County-Urban County” with significant concentrations of both poverty and minority populations. More
specifically, these Racially or Ethnically Concentrated Areas of Poverty (R/ECAPs), are defined as areas
where the non-white fraction of the population is more than double the overall non-white fraction of
the population in the community and where the local poverty rate (census tract) is more than twice as
large as the community poverty rate.

The six census tracts listed below have been identified as concentrated areas of racial and ethnic
minorities and low-income populations. As shown in the map below, these areas are located in the City
of Lackawanna; in the Town of Collins, where there is a correctional facility; in the Seneca Nation
Territory (Cattaraugus Reservation), where there is a concentration of Native Americans; and one in the
Town of Evans. The racial and ethnic groups most impacted by concentrated poverty in the Urban
County are Black or African American residents in Lackawanna and Collins, Asian American residents in
Evans and Cattaraugus, and Hispanic or Latinx residents in all R/ECAP areas except for Evans.

What are the characteristics of the market in these areas/neighborhoods?

The housing market in the City of Lackawanna is facing significant challenges, primarily due to the age
and deterioration of its housing stock. Approximately 80% of the housing units in Lackawanna’s First
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Ward were built before 1960, and many of these properties are in need of substantial rehabilitation. In
addition to aging homes, commercial areas in the city often feature numerous vacant storefronts, some
of which have been repurposed into residential units. These commercial districts are in need of both
physical and economic revitalization to spur growth and attract investment.

Lackawanna’s First and Second Ward neighborhoods are the most economically distressed in the city,
characterized by high poverty rates, widespread blight, and elevated vacancy rates. The combination of
deteriorating housing, economic disinvestment, and social challenges highlights the urgent need for
targeted revitalization efforts. Addressing these issues will be crucial in improving the quality of life for
residents and fostering long-term economic stability in these neighborhoods.

Are there any community assets in these areas/neighborhoods?

Assets in the City of Lackawanna include all three of Lackawanna Housing Authority's (LHA’s) federally
funded housing developments, the ongoing efforts of the Lackawanna Housing Development
Corporation to develop new quality units on-line, and the former Bethlehem Steel Site where there is an
ample supply of developable land.

Are there other strategic opportunities in any of these areas?

The City of Lackawanna features two federally designated Opportunity Zones designed to incentivize
private sector investment. The former Bethlehem Steel side is an ideal location for incentivized
commercial activity that will support the surrounding residents.
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Map % of ELI Households with any of 4 Severe Housing Problems

Table 61 Inventory of R.ECAPs in Erie County
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Map R.ECAPs Statsus
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MA-60 Broadband Needs of Housing occupied by Low- and Moderate-Income
Households - 91.210(a)(4), 91.310(a)(2)

Describe the need for broadband wiring and connections for households, including low- and
moderate-income households and neighborhoods.

In 2017, Erie County Broadband Committee commissioned a Broadband Feasibility Study that studied
the existing Broadband Infrastructure, identified service gaps, and made recommendations for
improving broadband availability. The New York State Broadband Program Office (NYS BPO) defines
broadband for the purposes of their grant programs as an Internet delivery service of 100Mbps or better
to download Internet content to the user. The NYS BPO relaxes these criteria for remote or rural areas
that are challenged for infrastructure and may need to rely on wireless, or mixed technologies of fiber
optics and wireless to deliver Internet services. In these special cases an eligible broadband service must
support 25Mbps download speeds or better.

There is a fair amount of fiber optic cabling supporting the larger businesses of metropolitan Buffalo, but
these providers either do not target residential or small business, or price their fiber optic services such
that they are prohibitively expensive to residential users or small business.

The Erie County Broadband Committee has specifically identified “bringing high speed internet to these
more rural, lower income areas of the County where it currently doesn’t exist or is very limited” as a
significant need.

Describe the need for increased competition by having more than one broadband Internet
service provider serve the jurisdiction.

There are two predominant broadband service providers in Erie County—Verizon and Spectrum—who
offer broadband services to residential and small business customers. Verizon offers digital subscriber
lines (DSL) services over their traditional copper plant and high order services across their fiber optic
network service called FiOS™. FiOS™ offers plans ranging from 50Mbps to 500Mbps. Verizon’s DSL
services do not meet the FCC’s or NYS broadband bandwidth requirement of 25Mbps download speed
(source: ECC Technologies Erie County Broadband Feasibility Study)

Verizon and Spectrum service levels vary, depending upon the infrastructure and services available in
different parts of the County. The study found that while the urban and suburban areas of the County
are for the most part served in terms of access and competition, many of the rural areas of the County,
which are towns and villages to the south and east, are lacking and expected to fall further behind.

The 2017 Study identified a lack of essential infrastructure in the form of competitive choices of fiber
optic service provider(s) to city, town, and village neighborhoods within the Consortium, other than
Verizon FiOS™. While there was a fair amount of fiber optic cabling supporting the larger businesses of
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metropolitan Buffalo, the providers either did not target residential or small business, or priced their
fiber optic services such that they were prohibitively expensive to residential users or small business.

To meet the goal of “bringing high speed internet to these more rural, lower income areas of the County
where it currently doesn’t exist or is very limited” one path was the creation of an Open Access Network
(OAN) that would be available to public and private organizations and would improve broadband service
throughout the Consortium. The creation of the OAN views broadband infrastructure as a utility
necessary to maintain quality of life and keep communities competitive. While the development of the
OAN was the most aggressive proposal in the 2017 Study, the availability of funding under the American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) made the OAN a viable option for providing broadband service. In 2021, Erie
County commissioned ECC Technologies, Inc. (ECC) to develop an OAN Business Plan, including a
preliminary route design for a middle-mile fiber optic backbone interconnecting cities, towns and
villages throughout the County. In 2022, ErieNet Local Development Corporation (ErieNet), a not-for-
profit local development corporation, was formed to develop and operate the OAN, which is to be
comprised of 400 miles of fiber optic backbone comprised of headend and regional points of presence,
interconnections to public and private broadband providers, aerial and buried cable pathways, fiber
optic cabling and components, and community anchor institutions (CAl’s) endpoints. Examples of CAl’s
include County facilities, 911 centers, libraries, municipal facilities, school district facilities, higher
education institutions, healthcare facilities, and other major employers. The dark fiber provided by
ErieNet can be used by CAl’s for their own network communications and applications and also by
telecommunications carriers, Internet Service Providers and other public and private broadband
providers to extend and connect their infrastructure to their constituents and customers. Construction
and launch of the OAN is being funded with $34 million in ARPA funds and an additional $2.8 million in
County funding for design and construction management services. Installation has begun and is
expected to be completed in mid-2025.
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MA-65 Hazard Mitigation - 91.210(a)(5), 91.310(a)(3)

Describe the jurisdiction’s increased natural hazard risks associated with climate change.

In March 2023, along with the University of Buffalo, the County published the Erie County Climate
Vulnerability Assessment in funded in part by the Climate Smart Community Grant Program, Title 15 of
the Environmental Protection Fund through the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation.

The plan analyzed the County’s exposure and vulnerability to changing climate conditions, including but
limited to:

e Increased temperatures and more heat waves

e Enhanced intensity of both floods and drought

e Longer growing seasons, but changes in what is able to be effectively grown

e More variability in lake levels and increased shoreline erosion

e  Warmer lake temperatures that exacerbate algal blooms, leading to polluted water

e Amplified threats to human health (e.g., reduced air quality, risk of disease-carrying insects, and
extreme temperatures)

Ultimately the plan assessed the potential effects of hazards and the County’s specific sensitivity to
extreme heat, flooding, high winds, biological hazards, and limitations related to mobility and
accessibility in order to gage the County’s preparedness for natural hazards and to develop an action
plan for hazard mitigation, hazard preparation, hazard response, and hazard recovery.

Describe the vulnerability to these risks of housing occupied by low- and moderate-income
households based on an analysis of data, findings, and methods.

Erie County is committed to anticipating and mitigating to whatever extent possible, the vulnerability of
housing occupied by low- and moderate-income households to increased natural hazards associated
with climate change. In 2020 Erie County established the Climate Action Fund, that reinvests half of the
cost savings achieved through energy conservation and waste reduction into sustainability initiatives.

The County has committed to utilize the Climate Action Fund to invest in “Opportunities” identified in
the Climate Action and Sustainability Plan to directly respond to identified “Threats” and
“Vulnerabilities” as further articulated in the Unique Appendices.

Additionally, the County has partnered with the New York State Energy Research and Development
Authority to develop the Erie County Low-Income Program for Sustainable Energy (ECLIPSE). ECLIPSE is
intended to create a community-scale program to provide integrated energy services for Low- to
Moderate-Income (LMI) households by purchasing energy in bulk for as many as 60,000 Home Energy
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Assistance Program (HEAP) recipients in Erie County. An interdepartmental county team will work with
partners, such as utilities and community organizations, to develop strategies to recruit LMI households
into this bulk purchasing program.

Consolidated Plan ERIE COUNTY

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
124



Strategic Plan

SP-05 Overview

Strategic Plan Overview

The Erie County Department of Environment and Planning (DEP) is the lead agency for the Erie County
CDBG Consortium and the Erie County HOME Consortium. It coordinates, supports, and implements
planning programs and development projects that improve the quality of life for Erie County residents,
businesses, and visitors.

The geographic area of the Erie County CDBG Consortium is Erie County minus the City of Buffalo; the
Towns of Amherst, Cheektowaga, Tonawanda, and Hamburg; and the Villages of Kenmore, Williamsville,
Hamburg, Blasdell and Sloan. The CDBG Consortium’s large population centers include the Cities of
Tonawanda and Lackawanna and the Towns of West Seneca, Lancaster and Clarence.

The Erie County HOME Consortium consists of the same municipalities that are part of the Erie County
CDBG Consortium plus the Town of Hamburg and the Villages of Blasdell and Hamburg.

The Consortium communities have seen significant increases in housing costs for both renters and
owners and a resultant increase in housing cost burden, particularly for the rapidly growing elderly
populations. Costs, combined with the lifting of the eviction moratorium have created real concerns
about housing insecurity and have prompted the Consortium to increase the focus on housing programs
to leverage the creation of new affordable units and to rehabilitate existing units to enable individuals,
particularly low- and moderate-income individuals, to remain in their residences.

Infrastructure improvements are identified as a priority need in the Consortium. The Consortium plans
to improve sewer and water service to targeted low-income neighborhoods in The Consortium. In
addition, the Consortium will invest in improving storm drainage and flood protection facilities in
targeted low-income neighborhoods. The Consortium plans to improve access to public sidewalk
facilities and the Consortium will focus on improving vehicular and bicycle access to areas of
employment and commercial activity located in targeted low-income neighborhoods.

The Consortium plans to improve access to community centers and youth centers that serve low- and
moderate-income areas by investing in upgrades in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
In addition, the Consortium will invest in Senior Center improvements to accommodate the growing
elderly population in Erie County and will invest to develop and expand and rehabilitate park,
recreation, and open space facilities that serve low- and moderate-income residents.

The Consortium will also invest in both commercial centers and small businesses through its Smart
Growth fagcade improvement program and microenterprise lending to create employment opportunities
for low- and moderate-income individuals.
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SP-10 Geographic Priorities - 91.415, 91.215(a)(1)
Geographic Area

Table 48 - Geographic Priority Areas

1 Area Name: City of Lackawanna - First Ward Target Area

Area Type: Local Target area

Other Target Area Description:

HUD Approval Date:

% of Low/ Mod:

Revital Type: Other

Other Revital Description: RECONSTRUCT CITY STREETS FOR PUBLIC SAFETY &
WELFARE.

Identify the neighborhood boundaries | The target area is the First Ward of Lackawanna. The

for this target area. neighborhood is a generally triangular area bounded by
the City of Buffalo on the north, NY Route 5 on the west,
the Village of Blasdell on the south and railroad yards on
the east.
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Include specific housing and
commercial characteristics of this
target area.

One of the oldest parts of the City of Lackawanna, many
of the homes and structures in Lackawanna's First Ward
date to the early 1900's when they were built as housing
for workers at the adjacent Lackawanna Steel Mill.
Additionally, housing stock in these older neighborhoods
tends to have higher concentrations of lead-based paint
that needs to be addressed with any county-funded
rehabilitation work or through the Erie County
Department of Health case referral program.

The housing stock of the First Ward is older than that of
the rest of Lackawanna and all of Erie County. Eighty
percent of the housing units in the First Ward were built
before 1960. The rate at which new units have been
added to the First Ward is notably less than for
comparable places in Lackawanna and Erie County.
However, recent efforts by Erie County have focused on
the creation of infill, single-family housing in this area. To
date, Erie County, though its HOME funds, has
constructed eight (8) new single-family homes within the
First Ward. Four of these homes were sold to first-time
homebuyers, and the other four were rental units. Also,
four more in-fill lots are underway and will come on-line
in the very near future. All four of these are modular
homes through a partnership with Habitat for Humanity.
It should be noted that the largest number of minorities in
the Consortium is in the City of Lackawanna.

How did your consultation and citizen
participation process help you to
identify this neighborhood as a target
area?

The DEP requires a written request from the chief elected
official within the municipality that is seeking a
designation of Local Housing/Reinvestment Target Areas.
The request seeks an analysis of a specific neighborhood
for local target designation. The DEP reviews the request
to determine whether the area represented is of an
appropriate size and appears to be a candidate area. The
DEP requests the municipality to have a completed Local
Target Neighborhood Revitalization Study for the area.
The study should include a citizen’s participation and local
area consultation process.
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Identify the needs in this target area.

The Lackawanna Municipal Housing Authority operates
three federally funded housing developments in the City
of Lackawanna. The developments have a total of 490
units: 396 for families and 94 for senior citizens. Seniors
occupy approximately 25-30 of the family units.

The housing stock of the First Ward is older than that of
the rest of Lackawanna and all of Erie County. Eighty
percent of the housing units in the First Ward were built
before 1960. The rate at which new units have been
added to the First Ward is substantially less than for
comparable places in Lackawanna and Erie County.

Further, as mentioned above, lead-based paint is a
substantial problem within the target area due to the age
of the housing stock. All rehab work funded through
CDBG/HOMIE funds will ensure the property is made lead-
safe if disturbing any painted surfaces. Also, through the
county’s housing rehab program, any homes within an
identified high-radon designated area, as per NYS
Department of Health, will be tested for radon and
remediated if over prescribed limits.
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What are the opportunities for
improvement in this target area?

The comprehensive revitalization of the First Ward
neighborhood will require a number of different
programmatic strategies to address the numerous
identified problems. These strategies should include both
the need for increasing local community capacity to work
on community revitalization issues, development of a
strategic plan for implementation of revitalization
projects, and the development of financial resources to
implement those projects.

As a result of housing rehabilitation programs,
recommended upgraded energy efficient systems may be
installed and help offset the rising cost of utilities. These
systems will include weatherization, insulation and
heating upgrades with energy efficient furnaces or boilers.
Also, new windows and doors may be installed in 75%-
80% of the homes. Nearly all of the homes will undergo a
risk assessment for the presence of lead-based paint
hazards. Any and all of these hazards will be either
remediated or abated through this program, with a
clearance inspection to follow all rehab work.

Many safety improvements will also be included. All
unsafe stairways will be brought up to New York State
building code specifications in regard to riser height, tread
depth, guard rails and handrails. Any antiquated electrical
services will be upgraded to circuit breaker panel boxes,
and all the homes rehabbed will include exterior lighting
upgrades in order to provide a safer living space and
neighborhood.
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Are there barriers to improvement in
this target area?

The primary barrier to improvement is the lack of financial
resources for both physical improvements and human
service programs targeted toward the needs of public
housing residents.

Efforts continue to revitalize the former Bethlehem Steel
site on the western edge of the First Ward. Erie County,
New York State, and City officials have redeveloped
significant portions of the former steel site to make way
for new manufacturing and distribution facilities, including
the Renaissance Commerce Park. These investments have
created new employment opportunities for area residents
and should continue to spur further development in the
once blighted area.

Area Name:

Village of Depew- Main Street/Terrace Blvd. Target Area

Area Type:

Local Target area

Other Target Area Description:

HUD Approval Date:

% of Low/ Mod:

Revital Type:

Comprehensive

Other Revital Description:

Identify the neighborhood boundaries
for this target area.

This plan focuses on identifying key improvements for the
Main Street area which encompasses Block Group 1 and 2
of Census Tract 145.02. This area consists of two sub-
areas: the former Dresser industrial site and the Main
Street and Terrace Boulevard neighborhood.

The neighborhood is set apart from the rest of the village
due to physical barriers. Rail lines border the
neighborhood on the north and south, and the former
Dresser Steel industry site borders it on the west. These
barriers limit access to the neighborhood.
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Include specific housing and
commercial characteristics of this
target area.

An unusually high number of housing units are occupied
by renters. More importantly, much of the property in the
Main Street neighborhood is owned by absentee
landlords while the Terrace Boulevard neighborhood is
mostly owner —occupied by low income people. The
investments normally made by homeowners are not seen
in the rental units. Over time, many of the absentee
landlords' units have deteriorated and are now in need of
significant repair, or in some cases, demolition, while the
owner-occupied units need rehabilitation assistance.

To address significant housing disinvestment, Village
officials have begun to explore creation of new affordable
housing units with local housing developers. Site tours
have occurred to potentially locate suitable sites within
the village to create new affordable rental units.

On Main Street, a significant number of former
commercial storefronts are vacant. Many of these
structures have been converted into residential units.
What was once a vibrant commercial strip is now a
symbol of decline. Community efforts are underway to
help revitalize commercial vacancies, including a new
community center in the former Dom Polski building that
hopes to spur further investment.

How did your consultation and citizen
participation process help you to
identify this neighborhood as a target
area?

The Village of Depew continues to hold annual public
meetings with local business owners and stakeholders.
The purpose of the meetings was to familiarize the public
with the type of projects that could benefit the
neighborhoods through the CDBG and HOME programs.

Group discussions took place to obtain feedback and
direction from residents regarding their opinions of the
neighborhoods.
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Identify the needs in this target area.

1solidated Plan

QMB

Control No:-2506-0117 (exp. nq/:n/')n'n)

The Main Street Neighborhood is primarily a residential
community with vacant property and a small number of
businesses, while the Terrace Boulevard neighborhood is
primarily residential with a public park and school.

Over the past twenty-five years, areas of the village have
undergone change. This has been particularly true in the
Main Street neighborhood. What was once a vibrant
residential, commercial, and industrial area is now dotted
with vacant residential and commercial property. These
changes were brought about by the closing of the former
Dresser Steel Plant, a 44-acre industrial parcel located
adjacent to the neighborhood.

According to the village's application for Erie County
funding, 1,080 out of the 2,180 residents of the Main
Street and Terrace Boulevard neighborhoods fall into low
to moderate income categories.

The majority of the dilapidated housing units are occupied
by renters. More importantly, much of the property in the
neighborhood is owned by absentee landlords. The
investments normally made by homeowners in the Main
Street area are not seen in these rental units. Over time,
many of the absentee landlords' units have deteriorated
and are now in need of significant repair, or in some
cases, demolition. The Village is seeking increased funding
opportunities for the Rental Rehabilitation program
through Erie County’s CDBG program.

As described above under the City of Lackawanna target
area section, aging housing stock within the Village of
Depew also correlates to higher percentages of homes
with lead-based paint hazards. Any county-funded
rehabilitation work through CDBG/HOME funds will
ensure that the housing unit is made lead safe if
disturbing painted surfaces. Additionally, homes in
identified high-radon areas, as per NYS Department of
Health, will also be tested for radon. If levels are above
prescribed guidelines, radon mitigations systems will
installed as part of the rehab process.

The Village of Depew, largely through utilizing Erie County
CDBG grant funds, has made a significant investment in
area infrastructure. Over the past five years, over

QE%WS been expended on sidewalk replacement
within the older, residential areas.
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What are the opportunities for Opportunities for improvement include:

improvement in this target area? .
e Improving code enforcement

e Rehabilitating and / or demolish vacant property

e Improving infrastructure

e Rebuilding and modernizing commercial centers

e Improving water and utility services

e Improving fire safety

e Improving vehicle and pedestrian access for
residents of adjoining neighborhoods

Are there barriers to improvement in The Dresser industrial site is viewed as a blighted area and
this target area? an obstacle to neighborhood revitalization. The site limits
access to Transit Road and is a 'dead end' to east-west
streets coming from Central Avenue in Lancaster. It is also
a source of unwanted trucks and heavy traffic in an
increasingly residential neighborhood.

General Allocation Priorities

Describe the basis for allocating investments geographically within the state

The service area for the Erie County/CDBG Consortium includes a total of 34 municipalities (population
of approximately 313,075) which includes all of Erie County with the exception of the City of Buffalo and
Towns of Amherst, Cheektowaga, Tonawanda and Hamburg for the CDBG program. Hamburg, with a
total population of approximately 69,781, is a member of the HOME consortium not the CDBG
consortium.

There is one census tract in the consortium that has a high minority population. It is located in the first
ward neighborhood of the City of Lackawanna. The City of Lackawanna along with the City of
Tonawanda also have the highest low-to moderate income populations within the consortium. There
are a total of 55 income eligible block groups in the Consortium. There are thirteen (13) communities
that do not contain any census eligible areas. Priority for funding projects is given to those low-income
concentrated areas.

Neighborhoods included for housing rehabilitation priority in the Action Plan are the City of Lackawanna
First Ward, Town of Evans — Lake Erie Beach, Village of Depew — Main Street/Terrace Boulevard area,
City of Tonawanda- Northeast and the Town of West Seneca- City of Buffalo border. Funding limitations
hinder the ability to fund more community development and economic development projects. The
housing program has the obstacle of such a large geographic area served, which makes targeting funds
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and showing major progress in a specific area difficult. This was the reason for increased housing
rehabilitation targeting of funds in the noted areas.
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Neighborhood Target Areas
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SP-25 Priority Needs - 91.415, 91.215(a)(2)

Priority Needs
Table 49 — Priority Needs Summary
1 Priority Need | Infrastructure (Community Development)
Name
Priority Level | High
Population Extremely Low
Low
Moderate
Geographic
Areas
Affected
Associated Water/Sewer/Drainage Improvements CD-1.1
Goals Sidewalk Improvements CD-1.2
Road Improvements CD-1.3
Description Improvements to sewer and water service, deteriorated roads — reconstruction and
repair, sidewalks, bicycle and vehicular access, and storm drainage and flood
protection facilities in targeted low-income neighborhoods.
Basis for Outdated and deteriorating infrastructure needs improvement or replacing.
Relative
Priority
2 | Priority Need | Public Facilities
Name
Priority Level | High
Population Extremely Low
Low
Moderate
Elderly
Frail Elderly
Persons with Physical Disabilities
Persons with Developmental Disabilities
Geographic
Areas
Affected
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Associated Public Building and ADA Improvements CD-2.1
Goals Parks/Open Space Facility Improvements CD-2.2
Senior Center Improvements CD-2.3
Commercial Center Improvement CD-2.4

Smart Growth Fund CD-2.5

Description Improve and/or expand public facilities that address community needs. Such
facilities may include community centers, libraries, and youth centers, parks,
recreation, open space facilities, commercial centers, and senior center facilities.

Basis for Based on physical inspection and interviews conducted during consultation process,
Relative existing public facilities are in need of upgrading and expansion.

Priority

Priority Need | Public Services

Name

Priority Level

High

Population Extremely Low
Low
Moderate
Middle
Large Families
Families with Children
Elderly
Elderly
Frail Elderly
Persons with Mental Disabilities
Persons with Physical Disabilities
Persons with Developmental Disabilities
Persons with HIV/AIDS and their Families
Victims of Domestic Violence
Non-housing Community Development
Geographic
Areas
Affected
Associated Transportation CD 3.1
Goals Fair Housing Services CD 3.2
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Description Provide senior service program enhancements such as adult day care and senior
citizen services, recreation programs for all ages, transportation services for health,
income and personal needs and nutrition, employment, supportive housing and
transportation. Fill gaps in services, which support community revitalization and
enhance the quality of life for low/moderate income residents. Provide fair housing
assistance to those who are discriminated against in search of affordable housing.

Basis for There continues to be a need for services to increase the effectiveness of physical

Relative investments that improve conditions for the elderly and low-income persons.

Priority

Priority Need | Planning/Administration

Name

Priority Level | High

Population Extremely Low
Low
Moderate
Large Families
Families with Children
Elderly
Public Housing Residents
Elderly
Frail Elderly
Persons with Mental Disabilities
Persons with Physical Disabilities
Persons with Developmental Disabilities
Persons with HIV/AIDS and their Families
Victims of Domestic Violence
Non-housing Community Development

Geographic

Areas

Affected

Associated Planning Studies/Reports CD-4.1

Goals Administration CD-5.1

Description Provide technical assistance and funding for the preparation of plans that direct the
area's growth in housing, community development and economic development.
Also, costs associated with the management of federal grants.

Basis for Urgent need to plan for the orderly growth and revitalization of the Consortium

Relative area.

Priority
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Priority Need
Name

Business Development

Priority Level

High

Population Non-housing Community Development

Geographic

Areas

Affected

Associated Micro-Loan Program ED-4.1

Goals

Description Provide technical assistance and investment capital through business loan funds to
assist businesses in preserving and creating new economic opportunities. Develop
and implement Microenterprise Loan fund to assist microenterprise businesses.
Provide technical assistance and counseling through business assistance directories
and company site visits. Provide economic opportunity for low- and moderate-
income people by sustaining appropriate workplace facilities.

Basis for Business Development through direct technical and business assistance are the

Relative catalyst for the retention and creation of new jobs.

Priority

Priority Need | Housing Rehabilitation

Name

Priority Level

High

Population Extremely Low
Low
Moderate
Geographic
Areas
Affected
Associated Owner Occ. Deferred Loan Program H-1.1
Goals Owner Occ. Deferred Loan Prgm T. West Seneca H-1.2

Owner Occ. Deferred Loan Prgm T. Hamburg H-1.3
Emergency Repair Program H-1.4

Rental Rehabilitation Program H-1.5

Mobile Home Repair Program H-1.6

Utility Connection Program H-1.7

Handicapped Accessibility Program H-1.8

Housing Rehab - Lead Remediation Program H-1.9
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Description Provide low-interest loans to eligible property owners and mobile homeowners.
Rehabilitate rental units by providing low-interest loans to owners of rental units.
Additional focus on ensuring all properties are lead-safe with any work disturbing
painted surfaces. All houses within identified high radon levels to be tested and
remediated if necessary.

Basis for High housing costs reduce economic opportunities and access to prosperity,

Relative especially among lower-income racial and ethnic minorities across the Erie County

Priority Consortium. Renters are much more likely than homeowners to experience housing
problems, among whom cost burden is the most prevalent.

Priority Need | Affordable Housing

Name

Priority Level

High

Population Extremely Low
Low
Moderate

Geographic

Areas

Affected

Associated Public Building and ADA Improvements CD-2.1

Goals Parks/Open Space Facility Improvements CD-2.2

Description Provide affordable healthy and affordable residential opportunities for low- and
moderate-income households. Provide financial resources to Community Housing
Development Organizations and non-profit groups that seek to develop rental
housing for the low-income population.

Basis for There is insufficient housing for extremely low- and low-income households in the

Relative Erie Consortium. Despite historically low mortgage interest rates, many households

Priority who would normally be seeking to buy homes are unable to do so due to tighter
lending standards. Increasing affordable housing units will address this need.

Priority Need | Slum/Blight

Name

Priority Level | High

Population

Non-housing Community Development

Geographic
Areas
Affected
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Associated Remove Slum/Blight SB-1.1

Goals

Description Improve appearance, safety, and quality of life aspects of geographic areas
suffering from slum and blight conditions. Undertake targeted demolition and
clearance of buildings and land features which contribute to spot blight conditions
and health and safety threats.

Basis for The large number of blighted properties detracts from the quality of life for

Relative neighboring properties and precludes achieving a suitable living environment.

Priority

Priority Need | Homeless Assistance

Name

Priority Level

High

Population Extremely Low
Low
Moderate
Middle
Large Families
Families with Children
Elderly
Public Housing Residents
Elderly
Frail Elderly
Persons with Mental Disabilities
Persons with Physical Disabilities
Persons with Developmental Disabilities
Persons with HIV/AIDS and their Families
Geographic
Areas
Affected
Associated Homeless Needs - Rapid Re-Housing Program ESG-1.1
Goals Homeless Needs - Data Collection ESG-1.3
Homeless Needs - Homeless Prevention Prgm ESG-1.2
Description rovide homeless assistance through rapid re-housing and prevention services.

Projects will provide financial assistance to homeless individuals through payments
of rental assistance, security deposits, utility payments, counseling and legal aid
services. Emergency shelters for the homeless population will receive financial
assistance for operational expenses. The service population is consortium wide for
any homeless individual or an individual at risk of becoming homeless.
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Basis for The homeless population in the consortium continues to rise. There is a high need
Relative for homeless assistance services.
Priority

Narrative (Optional)

The table shows priority need within the Consortium. Priority needs were included based on the results
of public input, stakeholder meetings and interviews, and discussions with County community
development staff members.
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SP-30 Influence of Market Conditions - 91.415, 91.215(b)

Influence of Market Conditions

Affordable
Housing Type

Market Characteristics that will influence
the use of funds available for housing type

Tenant Based
Rental Assistance
(TBRA)

The demand for rental assistance continues to be unabated. Most significant is
the number of applications outstanding for vouchers. As of September 2024, of
the 5,513 vouchers Belmont has issued, 1,240 (22.5%) are held by individuals that
are trying to find housing. In June 2024 Belmont was able to open the waiting list
for vouchers for the first time since 2011 and subsequently closed it after
receiving 9,000 applications within five days. The Rental Assistance Corporation
(RAC) has been unable to open the waiting list since receiving 7,000 in 2019 and
continuing to carry a backlog.

TBRA for Non-
Homeless Special
Needs

Belmont Housing Resources of WNY administers the Section 8 program for tenant
assistance in Erie County. The Consortium does not plan to utilize funds for
Tenant Based Rental Assistance.

New Unit
Production

There is a substantial need for affordable housing in the Consortium service area,
however the post-pandemic cost-per-unit often requires additional leveraging
above and beyond the Consortium’s capacity. The Consortium will continue to
target its funds toward existing housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements to meet the demand.

There has been additional funding for affordable housing production resulting
from the post-pandemic period. Both HOME-ARP and Erie County ARPA funds
have been used to assist in funding seventeen (17) affordable housing projects
throughout the county. Six of these projects are within the Erie County CDBG
Consortium and will bring 438 new and affordable rental units online once
constructed. Though not fully able to meet the great housing demand, bringing
400+ units online within consortium municipalities is a substantial step in the
right direction to help house area low- and moderate-income residents.

Should additional local, state or federal funding become available for
development of new affordable units, the Consortium will also use HUD funds to
construct units to the extent feasible.
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Affordable
Housing Type

Market Characteristics that will influence
the use of funds available for housing type

Rehabilitation

The Erie County HOME Consortium has identified housing rehabilitation as one of
its high priority activities in order to preserve and maintain its affordable housing
stock, including mobile homes. The County has made it a priority to use CDBG
funds and HOME funds to rehabilitate properties both within and outside of
target areas.

Under the current Consolidated Plan, from 2020-2024, the County provided
assistance to rehabilitate 417 properties, most of which were owner-occupied. Of
these, 177 housing units were within target areas. The remainder were outside
target areas, generally funded based on applications made to the County.
Virtually all the housing was built prior to 1980 and 78% of the properties
required mitigation of lead-based paint hazards. Overall, it is estimated that 55%
of the units were occupied by senior citizens.

Rehabilitation and maintenance of existing housing continues to be one of the
most efficient means of improving affordable living choices, particularly in mature
first ring suburbs such as the Erie County’s HOME Consortium’s larger
communities near Buffalo where housing costs may be higher. Connecting
rehabilitated properties to new infrastructure and weatherization technology is
also a priority, particularly in the more rural areas of Erie County.

Acquisition,
including
preservation

Within the Home Consortium, the American Community Survey estimates that
there were 10,022 vacant housing units in 2022. Of these vacancies, 2,915 units
were vacant for reasons other than being for sale or for rent, or sold or rented
but not occupied for seasonal, recreational or other uses.

Table 50 — Influence of Market Conditions
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SP-35 Anticipated Resources - 91.420(b), 91.215(a)(4), 91.220(c)(1,2)

Introduction

Anticipated Resources

Program

Source of
Funds

Uses of Funds

Expected Amount Available Year 1

Annual
Allocation:

$

Program
Income: $

Prior Year
Resources:

$

Total:
S

Expected
Amount
Available
Remainder
of ConPlan

$

Narrative
Description

CDBG

public -
federal

Acquisition

Admin and Planning
Economic Development
Housing

Public Improvements
Public Services

3,007,262

3,444,262

13,217,048

HOME

public -
federal

Acquisition

Homebuyer assistance
Homeowner rehab
Multifamily rental new
construction
Multifamily rental rehab
New construction for
ownership

TBRA

902,943

1,117,943

4,471,772
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Program Source of Uses of Funds Expected Amount Available Year 1 Expected Narrative
Funds Annual Program Prior Year Total: Amount Description
Allocation: | Income:$ | Resources: S Available
S S Remainder
of ConPlan
$
ESG public - Conversion and rehab for
federal transitional housing
Financial Assistance
Overnight shelter
Rapid re-housing (rental
assistance)
Rental Assistance
Services
Transitional housing 240,655 0 0 240,655 962,620

Table 51 - Anticipated Resources

Explain how federal funds will leverage those additional resources (private, state and local funds), including a description of how
matching requirements will be satisfied

In 2023, projects funded through Erie County’s CDBG allocation leveraged $1,116,209 in matching funds. It is anticipated that similar matching
funds will be leveraged annually from 2025 - 2029. The housing and community development needs within the Consortium are substantial and

require private/public investment that is independent of any federal HUD resources. In the 2023 program year, projects that were recipients of

non-HUD resources that addressed the housing and infrastructure needs identified in the 2020-24 Consolidated Plan had a total investment
amount of $4,044,558. The funding sources for these projects included; USDA — Housing Rehabilitation Program, Lackawanna Community
Development Corporation — (LCDC) Housing Rehab Program- New York State Affordable Housing Corporation, Lead Poisoning Prevention — Erie
County Dept. of Health, Community Foundation of Greater Buffalo- U.S. Department of HUD, NYS Dept. of Health, Community Foundation of
Greater Buffalo, USDA — Guaranteed Mortgage Loan — First Time Homebuyers Loan Program- United States Dept. of Agriculture Section 502/504

Guaranteed.
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The County is required to provide a match for federal funds received under the HOME Program. The County will continue to provide Payment in
Lieu of Taxes for rental housing that is developed to serve low-income households in Erie County. The difference between the full assessed value
for property tax and the amount paid under the PILOT Payment Schedule will be used by the County for the HOME match.

Agencies receiving ESG funds under the County ESG Program will provide a portion of the required ESG match. The County will also use the
financial assistance and services the County Department of Social Services provides to the homeless as a match.

If appropriate, describe publically owned land or property located within the jurisdiction that may be used to address the needs
identified in the plan

Buffalo Erie Niagara Land Improvement Corporation (BENLIC) is a resource to the Consortium that identifies units vacant parcels within the
community that can undergo foreclosure, rehabilitation, and resale as affordable housing. BENLIC reports an average cost of approximately
$200,000 to bring an individual housing unit on-line, so the math becomes difficult based on affordability standards, without public funding
support. That said BENLIC commenced or continued rehabilitating five (5) properties funded in part by the Land Bank Community Revitalization
Initiative 4.2 grant through Enterprise Community Partners, Inc. “Round 4.2” of NY Attorney General Grant funds. These properties are blighting
proximate property and neighborhoods at-large. In addition, the Corporation completed constructing three (3) single family homes on a single
vacant lot improving the fabric of a historic neighborhood that has not seen new construction in over twenty (20) years.

Discussion
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SP-40 Institutional Delivery Structure - 91.415, 91.215(k)

Explain the institutional structure through which the jurisdiction will carry out its consolidated plan
including private industry, non-profit organizations, and public institutions.

Responsible Entity Responsible Entity Role Geographic Area Served

Type

LACKAWANNA CHDO Ownership Jurisdiction

HOUSING Rental

DEVELOPMENT CORP

ERIE COUNTY Government Economic Region

INDUSTRIAL Development

DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

People, Inc. Non-profit Non-homeless special Region

organizations needs

SOUTHTOWN RURAL Non-profit Ownership Region

PRESERVATION CO organizations

Belmont Housing Non-profit Rental Region

Resources for WNY, Inc. | organizations

HOUSING Non-profit public services Region

OPPORTUNITIES MADE organizations

EQUAL, INC.

Neighborhood Legal Non-profit public services Region

Services organizations

HOMELESS ALLIANCE OF | Non-profit Homelessness Region

WESTERN NEW YORK organizations

BUFFALO ERIE NIAGARA | Redevelopment Ownership Region

LAND IMPROVEMENT authority

CORP

RURAL TRANSIT SERVICE | Non-profit public services Region

INC. organizations

PEOPLE COMMUNITY CHDO Rental Region

HOUSING

DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION

Table 52 - Institutional Delivery Structure
Assess of Strengths and Gaps in the Institutional Delivery System

Strengths

A major positive of the institutional structure is the long history and relationship between the Erie
County Department of Environment and Planning and the thirty-seven HOME Consortium municipalities.
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Over thirty years, the various public institutions have worked together to ensure that the Consortium
remains a positive structure bound through a variety of governance documents. These include 37 three-
year cooperation agreements, memorandum of understanding, and a workable committee structure.

Gaps

A few gaps do exist within the institutional structure, which can prevent the Consortium from fully
addressing needs noted in the Five-Year Consolidated Plan. These are noted below.

e Community-based organizations. The region has only two community-based organizations
(LHDC and Southtowns Rural Preservation Company) that deliver housing programs with funding
through Erie County, HUD, and State housing areas. A geographic gap especially exists in the
north and eastern areas. Households in these places can only access funding through the
Consortium.

e CHDOs. The existing CHDOs have been unable to satisfy the new HUD requirements regarding
development experience and organizational capacity. This has created a severe shortage of
CHDOs within the Consortium area.

¢ Need for additional Community Housing Development Organizations (CHDOs). Although
approximately two CHDOs serve the Consortium area, their focus has too often been on
construction of low-income senior housing. Although this is a high need, additional CHDO
activity is required to promote family rental housing. This may require establishing new CHDOs
or expanding the reference point/priority of existing ones.

Additional information regarding the Institutional Delivery Systems is available in the Unique
Appendices.

Availability of services targeted to homeless persons and persons with HIV and mainstream

services
Homelessness Prevention Available in the Targeted to Targeted to People
Services Community Homeless with HIV
Homelessness Prevention Services

Counseling/Advocacy X

Legal Assistance X

Mortgage Assistance X

Rental Assistance X

Utilities Assistance X

Street Outreach Services

Law Enforcement X

Mobile Clinics

Other Street Outreach Services X X X
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Supportive Services
Alcohol & Drug Abuse X X X
Child Care X X
Education X
Employment and Employment
Training X X
Healthcare X X
HIV/AIDS X X
Life Skills X X
Mental Health Counseling X X X
Transportation X

Other ‘

Table 53 - Homeless Prevention Services Summary
Describe how the service delivery system including, but not limited to, the services listed
above meet the needs of homeless persons (particularly chronically homeless individuals and
families, families with children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth)

Counseling/Advocacy: The Consortium's and its partners provide counseling and advocacy services that
seek to identify the needs of the homeless and link with appropriate treatment and other supports, and
assist in finding safe, affordable, permanent housing.

Legal Assistance: Benefits include a handful of services available to all eligible individuals, whether they
qualify for on-going benefits or not. These Legal Assistance benefits cover help with utility shut-offs,
back rent, temporary shelter for people who are homeless; and emergency housing issues like help with
emergency moving and storage costs and help getting a security agreement. Legal assistance is available
to help with fair housing issues.

Mortgage Assistance: The institutional delivery structure includes Counseling Agencies that can help
homeowner get information on foreclosure counseling or loan modifications.

Rental Assistance: Counseling Agencies can help renters get information that include eviction prevention
and referrals to emergency rental assistance. The homeless can explore transitional housing, section 8
subsidized housing units, and security deposit assistance programs.

Utilities Assistance: The Consortium's institutional structure includes utilities assistance through the
HEAP. HEAP is federally funded assistance with home heating costs and energy conservation for eligible
households. Program components include benefit assistance for heat and electricity, furnace repair or
replacement, weatherization referral, and cooling assistance (in summer months-based on medical
necessity). Utilities assistance through National Grid include arrangements to continue or start service
and through grant programs.
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Other Street Outreach Services: The Department of Social Services has contracted 211 WNY to serve
homeless individuals in need of emergency shelter when DSS-Emergency Housing is closed.

Child Care: Various organizations in the institutional structure offer educational and vocational training
for low-income populations. These programs include GED or certificate programs, specific skill
development, resume writing, interview training, and assistance with locating jobs through job boards
and referrals.

Employment and Employment Training: Employment assistance and training are provided by
Restoration Society, Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals with Disabilities, Workforce
Investment Board, Buffalo Employment Training Center, and Niagara Frontier Vocational Training
Center.

Healthcare: The Erie County Health Department’s Indigent Nursing Program provides health assessment
and some basic medical care to homeless individuals at various community service agencies. The
Community Health Center also does medical assessments of low-income individuals in the community.
UB Heals provides medical assessment, treatment, and referrals to the homeless community at various
sites throughout the County.

HIV/AIDS: The Planned Parenthood of Buffalo and Erie County Mobile Outreach Unit screens clients for
sexually transmitted diseases and other medical needs. Evergreen Health Services provides medical and
mental health care.

Life Skills: The CASH coalition (Creating Assets Savings and Hope) continues to operate two “Hope
Centers” that provide onsite access to financial management counselors, benefits counselors, and help
with filing for the earned income tax credit. Restoration Society operates the Empowerment Academy
to teach life skills to the homeless and those diagnosed with a mental health diagnosis. These additional
programs provide financial management intervention, counseling services, advice on budgeting and
financial problems, and other life skills. The programs include: Consumer Credit Counseling Service of
Buffalo, Catholic Charities, Business and Professional Women of Buffalo, and Cornell Cooperative
Extension.

Describe the strengths and gaps of the service delivery system for special needs population
and persons experiencing homelessness, including, but not limited to, the services listed
above

For Special Needs Populations there is a Single Port of Entry process. The Single Port of Entry process is
widespread in Erie County and is used by several county departments. The purpose of the Single Port of
Entry process is to have one shared record of each individual seeking some form of assistance through
County programs. The tracking system utilizes a single data input process to obtain basic information on
each person that can be used across program or departmental lines. Information is available to indicate
what services have been or are being provided and tells service providers what other programs or
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departments are working with a particular individual. The system is also useful for services provided by
organizations that are not part of the County government.

Provide a summary of the strategy for overcoming gaps in the institutional structure and
service delivery system for carrying out a strategy to address priority needs

The Homeless Alliance of WNY has developed a 10-year plan for improving services to the homeless
population. The plan is made up of fourteen goals, and is divided into four sections, Education and
Empowerment, Continuum of Care Coordination, Community Supports, and System Change.

The plan highlights the need for wider awareness and use of mainstream resources and existing
community services. It advocates educating consumers, service providers, and the local community to
empower people to better access the benefits and services for which they or their clients are eligible.

The Continuum of Care Alignment section includes six goals that aim to improve Erie County's homeless
service system. The goals range from developing and codifying systematic approaches for addressing
obstacles and meeting gaps to improving data collection and performance measurement efforts.

The Community Supports section contains three goals; 1) Enhance knowledge of existing housing stock
in Erie County; 2) Increase availability of safe, adequate, and affordable permanent housing for all
populations in all areas of Erie County; and 3) Support the development of local jobs that pay a self-
sufficient wage.

Finally, the System Change Section has two goals; 1) Strengthen existing local homeless and poverty
related coalitions; and 2) Expand governmental funding for homeless housing, services, and other safety
net programs.

The WNY Coalition for the Homeless is an association of service providers and individuals that
collaborate on homeless initiatives, advocate for individuals, educate the community, and provides
networking opportunities to best serve sheltered and unsheltered homeless in the community.

As noted, there are a limited number of CHDOs serving the Consortium and those CHDOs are often
focused on meeting the needs of the low-income senior population. Taking into account the identified
demand for additional multi-family affordable units within the Consortium and the limited existing
CHDO capacity, there is a need to establish and/or certify new CHDOs and to partner, as needed, to
initiate multi-family affordable housing projects.
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SP-45 Goals - 91.415, 91.215(a)(4)

Goals Summary Information

Sort Goal Name Start | End Category Geographic Needs Addressed Funding Goal Outcome Indicator
Order Year | Year Area
1 Water/Sewer/Drainage 2025 | 2029 | Non-Housing Infrastructure CDBG: | Public Facility or
Improvements CD-1.1 Community (Community $1,000,000 | Infrastructure Activities
Development Development) other than
Low/Moderate Income
Housing Benefit:
2750 Persons Assisted
2 Sidewalk Improvements 2025 | 2029 | Non-Housing Infrastructure CDBG: | Public Facility or
CD-1.2 Community (Community $1,150,000 | Infrastructure Activities
Development Development) other than
Low/Moderate Income
Housing Benefit:
2550 Persons Assisted
3 Road Improvements CD- | 2025 | 2029 | Non-Housing Infrastructure CDBG: | Public Facility or
1.3 Community (Community $1,100,000 | Infrastructure Activities
Development Development) other than
Low/Moderate Income
Housing Benefit:
4500 Persons Assisted
4 Public Building and ADA 2025 | 2029 | Non-Housing Public Facilities CDBG: | Public Facility or
Improvements CD-2.1 Community Affordable Housing $650,000 | Infrastructure Activities
Development other than
Low/Moderate Income
Housing Benefit:
1100 Persons Assisted
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Sort
Order

Goal Name

Start
Year

End
Year

Category

Geographic
Area

Needs Addressed

Funding

Goal Outcome Indicator

Parks/Open Space Facility
Improvements CD-2.2

2025

2029

Non-Housing
Community
Development

Public Facilities
Affordable Housing

CDBG:
$500,000

Public Facility or
Infrastructure Activities
other than
Low/Moderate Income
Housing Benefit:

1750 Persons Assisted

Senior Center
Improvements CD-2.3

2025

2029

Non-Housing
Community
Development

Public Facilities

CDBG:
$950,000

Public Facility or
Infrastructure Activities
other than
Low/Moderate Income
Housing Benefit:

6450 Persons Assisted

Commercial Center
Improvement CD-2.4

2025

2029

Neighborhood
Revitalization

Public Facilities

CDBG:
$425,000

Public Facility or
Infrastructure Activities
other than
Low/Moderate Income
Housing Benefit:

1700 Persons Assisted

Facade
treatment/business
building rehabilitation:
18 Business

Smart Growth Fund CD-
2.5

2025

2029

Neighborhood
Revitalization

Public Facilities

CDBG:
$500,000

Public service activities
for Low/Moderate
Income Housing Benefit:
3200 Households
Assisted
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Sort Goal Name Start | End Category Geographic Needs Addressed Funding Goal Outcome Indicator
Order Year | Year Area
9 Transportation CD 3.1 2025 | 2029 | Non-Housing Public Services CDBG: | Public service activities
Community $1,425,000 | for Low/Moderate
Development Income Housing Benefit:
7060 Households
Assisted
10 Fair Housing Services CD | 2025 | 2029 | Non-Housing Public Services CDBG: | Public service activities
3.2 Community $360,000 | for Low/Moderate
Development Income Housing Benefit:
4250 Households
Assisted
11 Planning Studies/Reports | 2025 | 2029 Planning/Administration CDBG: | Other:
CD-4.1 $50,000 | 3 Other
12 Administration CD-5.1 2025 | 2029 | Addministration Planning/Administration CDBG:
$3,332,262
HOME:
$558,971
ESG:
$90,245
13 Micro-Loan Program ED- | 2025 | 2029 Business Development CDBG: | Businesses assisted:
4.1 $200,000 | 15 Businesses Assisted
14 Owner Occ. Deferred 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Housing Rehabilitation CDBG: | Homeowner Housing
Loan Program H-1.1 Housing $2,169,048 | Rehabilitated:
HOME: | 172 Household Housing
$2,000,000 | Unit
15 Owner Occ. Deferred 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Housing Rehabilitation CDBG: | Homeowner Housing
Loan Prgm T. West Housing $150,000 | Rehabilitated:
Seneca H-1.2 HOME: | 16 Household Housing
$100,000 | Unit
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OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

Sort Goal Name Start | End Category Geographic Needs Addressed Funding Goal Outcome Indicator
Order Year | Year Area
16 Owner Occ. Deferred 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Housing Rehabilitation HOME: | Homeowner Housing
Loan Prgm T. Hamburg H- Housing $625,000 | Rehabilitated:
1.3 38 Household Housing
Unit
17 Emergency Repair 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Housing Rehabilitation CDBG: | Homeowner Housing
Program H-1.4 Housing $1,000,000 | Rehabilitated:
65 Household Housing
Unit
18 Rental Rehabilitation 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Housing Rehabilitation CDBG: | Rental units
Program H-1.5 Housing $625,000 | rehabilitated:
50 Household Housing
Unit
19 Mobile Home Repair 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Housing Rehabilitation CDBG: | Rental units
Program H-1.6 Housing $425,000 | rehabilitated:
50 Household Housing
Unit
20 Utility Connection 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Housing Rehabilitation CDBG: | Rental units
Program H-1.7 Housing $150,000 | rehabilitated:
20 Household Housing
Unit
21 Handicapped 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Housing Rehabilitation CDBG: | Homeowner Housing
Accessibility Program H- Housing $100,000 | Rehabilitated:
1.8 12 Household Housing
Unit
22 Housing Rehab - Lead 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Housing Rehabilitation CDBG: | Homeowner Housing
Remediation Program H- Housing $300,000 | Rehabilitated:
1.9 22 Household Housing
Unit
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Sort Goal Name Start | End Category Geographic Needs Addressed Funding Goal Outcome Indicator
Order Year | Year Area
23 Affordable Housing - 2025 | 2029 | Affordable HOME: | Other:
CHDO Projects H-2.1 Housing $1,305,744 | 85 Other
24 Affordable Housing - 2025 | 2029 | Affordable HOME: | Direct Financial
Rental Housing Projects Housing $1,000,000 | Assistance to
H-2.2 Homebuyers:
18 Households Assisted
25 Remove Slum/Blight SB- | 2025 | 2029 | Clearance and Slum/Blight CDBG: | Buildings Demolished:
1.1 Demolition $100,000 | 5 Buildings
26 Homeless Needs - Rapid 2025 | 2029 | Homeless Homeless Assistance ESG: | Tenant-based rental
Re-Housing Program ESG- $531,515 | assistance / Rapid
1.1 Rehousing:
85 Households Assisted
27 Homeless Needs - 2025 | 2029 | Homeless Homeless Assistance ESG: | Homelessness
Homeless Prevention $531,515 | Prevention:
Prgm ESG-1.2 85 Persons Assisted
28 Homeless Needs - Data 2025 | 2029 | Homeless Homeless Assistance ESG: | Other:
Collection ESG-1.3 $50,000 | 5 Other

Goal Descriptions

Table 54 — Goals Summary

Goal Name Water/Sewer/Drainage Improvements CD-1.1
Goal Improve sewer, water and drainage service.
Description
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Goal Name Sidewalk Improvements CD-1.2

Goal Improve sidewalk service for pedestrian safety.

Description

Goal Name Road Improvements CD-1.3

Goal Improve bicycle and vehicular access to areas of employment, recreation, and commercial activity located in targeted low-

Description income neighborhoods.

Goal Name Public Building and ADA Improvements CD-2.1

Goal Construct, expand, or improve access to community centers, libraries, and youth centers that serve the low/moderate

Description income population.

Goal Name Parks/Open Space Facility Improvements CD-2.2

Goal Develop, expand, and rehabilitate park, recreation, and open space facilities that serve low/moderate income residents.

Description

Goal Name Senior Center Improvements CD-2.3

Goal Expand and improve to senior center facilities given the growing elderly population of the Consortium municipalities.

Description

Goal Name Commercial Center Improvement CD-2.4

Goal Provide matching grants for the purpose of exterior repairs to improve the physical appearance of older commercial centers

Description in order to improve the quality of life for low- and moderate-income people residing in the surrounding neighborhoods by
enhancing the appearance of frequently visited retail structures.

Goal Name Smart Growth Fund CD-2.5

Goal Investments in infrastructure and public spaces within central business districts to improve the quality of life for low- and

Description moderate-income residents of the surrounding area by providing improved economic activity, walkability, and public

amenities.
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9 | Goal Name Transportation CD 3.1
Goal Transportation services for seniors and low-income people to shopping and medical visits.
Description
10 | Goal Name Fair Housing Services CD 3.2
Goal Provide gap filling housing services that support community revitalization and enhance the quality of life for low/moderate
Description income residents.
11 | Goal Name Planning Studies/Reports CD-4.1
Goal Provide technical assistance and funding for the preparation of plans that direct the area's growth in housing, community
Description development and economic development.
3 plans prepared.
12 | Goal Name Administration CD-5.1
Goal Administration
Description
13 | Goal Name Micro-Loan Program ED-4.1
Goal Develop and implement Microenterprise Loan fund to assist microenterprise businesses and to complement the
Description Commercial Center Improvement program.
14 | Goal Name Owner Occ. Deferred Loan Program H-1.1
Goal Provide low-interest loans to eligible property owners.
Description
15 | Goal Name Owner Occ. Deferred Loan Prgm T. West Seneca H-1.2
Goal Provide low-interest loans to eligible property owners withing the Town of West Seneca.
Description
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16 | Goal Name Owner Occ. Deferred Loan Prgm T. Hamburg H-1.3
Goal Provide low-interest loans to eligible property owners within the Town of Hamburg.
Description
17 | Goal Name Emergency Repair Program H-1.4
Goal Establish a quick response repair program that is targeted to low-income households experiencing immediate housing
Description problems.
18 | Goal Name Rental Rehabilitation Program H-1.5
Goal Rehabilitate rental units by providing low-interest loans to owners of rental units.
Description
19 | Goal Name Mobile Home Repair Program H-1.6
Goal Provide deferred loans to very low-income mobile homeowners living in mobile home parks and having an emergency
Description housing condition problem.
20 | Goal Name Utility Connection Program H-1.7
Goal Utility connection program that provides a funding mechanism for households to tie into new infrastructure lines.
Description
21 | Goal Name Handicapped Accessibility Program H-1.8
Goal Provide a mechanism for handicapped individuals to improve their mobility within their residential unit.
Description
22 | Goal Name Housing Rehab - Lead Remediation Program H-1.9
Goal Lead remediation program that removes lead within existing residential units.
Description
23 | Goal Name Affordable Housing - CHDO Projects H-2.1
Goal Provide financial resources to Community Housing Development Organizations that seek to develop rental and owner-
Description occupied housing for the low-income population.
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24 | Goal Name Affordable Housing - Rental Housing Projects H-2.2
Goal Provide financial resources to non-profit groups that seek to develop rental housing for the low-income population.
Description

25 | Goal Name Remove Slum/Blight SB-1.1
Goal Undertake targeted demolition and clearance of buildings and land features which contribute to spot blight conditions.
Description

26 | Goal Name Homeless Needs - Rapid Re-Housing Program ESG-1.1
Goal Rapid Re-housing Relocation and Stabilization services provide services to homeless individuals through housing search,
Description counseling and legal aid assistance.

27 | Goal Name Homeless Needs - Homeless Prevention Prgm ESG-1.2
Goal The ESG Program provides housing assistance to individuals and families who are homeless or in jeopardy of becoming
Description homeless.

28 | Goal Name Homeless Needs - Data Collection ESG-1.3
Goal Data collected for reporting on the number of people assisted through the HMIS system each year.
Description

5 reports.

Estimate the number of extremely low-income, low-income, and moderate-income families to whom the jurisdiction will provide
affordable housing as defined by HOME 91.315(b)(2)

The Consortium estimates that it will provide affordable housing to 465 extremely low-income, low-income, and moderate-income families over

the next five years.

The “Outcome Indicators” for the specific goals listed in SP-45 are generated as a result of the following projected accomplishments:

e Goal 1- Water/Sewer/Drainage Improvements CD-1.1 9 completed projects

e Goal 2- Sidewalk Improvements CD-1.2 11 completed projects

e Goal 3- Road Improvements CD-1.3 12 completed projects
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e Goal 4- Public Building and ADA Modification Improvements CD-2.1 8 completed projects
e Goal 5- Parks/Open Space Facility Improvements CD-2.2 7 completed projects

e Goal 6- Senior Center Improvements CD-2.3 12 completed projects

e Goal 7- Smart Growth Fund CD-3.2 5 completed projects
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SP-50 Public Housing Accessibility and Involvement - 91.415, 91.215(c)

Need to Increase the Number of Accessible Units (if Required by a Section 504 Voluntary
Compliance Agreement)

There are three public housing authorities that operate within the Erie County Consortium communities;
the Lackawanna Municipal Housing Authority (LMHA), which has 396 family units and 94 senior citizen
units, the Kenmore Housing Authority (KHA), which has 294 units of designated elderly housing, and the
Tonawanda Housing Authority (THA), which has 214 family units and 50 senior units. The LMHA and KHA
operate with federal, state and local funding, while the THA does not receive federal funding.

As of the writing of this plan, the three housing authorities were maintaining wait lists. The waiting list
for public housing in Kenmore is open indefinitely to elderly or disabled applicants. Preference is given
to those living or working in Kenmore. The LMHA waiting list for housing is open. As of September 27,
2022, THA closed its 55 and older waiting lists to new applicants and as of October 14, 2024, it closed its
1 bedroom waiting list to new applicants. All other THA waiting lists are open. As of 11/1/24, THA had a
total of 91 applications on its waiting list.

Every public housing provider within the Erie County Consortium Communities provides accessible units
targeted to disabled tenants as well as senior facilities. New units are being constructed that will expand
the overall number of accessible units, along with rehabilitation of existing units that will make them
more accessible. No action has been taken to expand visit ability standards for new units or education to
developers on providing better accessibility in proposed projects. All projects must comply with existing
ADA and other regulations; however, no action above and beyond that has been taken.

The Tonawanda Housing Authority is in the process of major redevelopment of its current housing
inventory. A new senior housing building (to be known as Hillview Commons) will be constructed
allowing for demolition of the existing senior housing. All units in Hillview Commons will be handicapped
accessible. Once the existing housing is demolished the site will be improved by 4 — 6 accessible units.
This project was announced in 2023 and the start of construction is delayed pending resolution of
funding issues. Additionally, the remaining housing will undergo full rehabilitation with Phase One being
the 62 family units at the Arthur Albright community. In 2026, 150 units at the Colin Kelly community
will also be fully renovated. These projects will provide a few additional accessible units along with
improving safety and well-being for residents having upgraded living quarters.

Activities to Increase Resident Involvements

With respect to tenant involvement in management, the LMHA Board has two tenant seats on it which
provides a direct means for residents to represent their needs. Also, the LMHA has two active tenant
councils — Glover Gardens and Baker Homes.
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The KHA Board has two members who are elected by the tenants, providing a direct means for residents
to represent their needs.

The Tonawanda Housing Authority is funded for its daily operations from the rental income of tenants.
The Tonawanda Housing Authority seeks funding for its capital projects from New York State. The
Tonawanda Housing Authority has two elected tenant representatives on its Board. Each representative
serves a two-year term. Communications with tenants are handled primarily through written
correspondence.

Is the public housing agency designated as troubled under 24 CFR part 902?
No
Plan to remove the ‘troubled’ designation

N/A
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SP-55 Strategic Plan Barriers to Affordable Housing - 91.415, 91.215(h)

Barriers to Affordable Housing

A joint Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice was completed in 2024 and submitted to HUD on
February 14, 2020 for the Erie County CDBG Consortium; City of Buffalo; Amherst, Cheektowaga,
Tonawanda Consortium; and the Town/Village of Hamburg. Barriers to affordable housing identified in
the 2019 Al included, lack of supply, unaffordable housing costs, lack of funding, and the Not in My Back
Yard (NIMBY) sentiment. An undated Al has been prepared in conjunction with the preparation of the
Consolidated Plan.A Since the prior Al in 2019, some progress has been made to expand access to
affordable housing for residents in Erie County, including use of Federal funding to construct new
affordable housing units across Erie County, enforcement of the County Fair Housing Law to provide
recourse for residents facing discrimination, and actions by local governments, non-profits, and other
organizations to provide additional support for those experiencing homelessness and other populations.
In spite of this progress, continued impediments remain.A The significant barriers identified in the 2024
Al include:

A

Homelessness:A The number of people experiencing homelessness has nearly doubled since 2019, likely
driven by the end of the COVID eviction moratorium and increasing housing costs.A Suburban and rural
communities resist the establishment of shelters and supportive housing to serve this population and
restrict development through zoning and regulation. A lack of permanent affordable housing units and
vouchers to serve the population in need, and a lack of supportive services such as counseling and
education, makes it difficult to transition people out of homelessness.A A

A

Lack of Affordable Housing: The lack of affordable housing in Erie County is particularly acute in the
suburban communities which have the greatest employment opportunities. NIMBYism, zoning
restrictions, and other policies make it difficult to provide affordable housing near workplaces and
changes in public transportation make it difficult for low income residents who find affordable housing
in the City of Buffalo or the inner-ring suburbs to access jobs in the suburbs. Zoning and regulatory
barriers limit the supply of multi-family housing, which leads to limited options and an increase in rents
for the apartments that are available.A Rural areas also lack housing and transportation options,
limiting access to employment and services. Access to affordable housing is also limited by an
inadequate supply of vouchers and the continued refusal of landlords to accept vouchers.

~

A

Public Impediments:A Zoning and regulatory restrictions, including parking requirements, special use
permits, and design guidelines, limit the development of multi-family housing in suburban communities
and increase the costs for developments that can proceed, increasing rents and resulting in a lack of
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housing diversity.A A lack of strict code enforcement has resulted in substandard housing.A In addition,
there has been in increase in fair housing complaints, particularly in the areas of familial status and
source of payment, and enforcement is needed to ensure compliance by landlords.A Public
transportation, provided by the Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority (NFTA), to areas outside of
the City of Buffalo and the inner-ring suburbs tends to be less frequent and accessible and since the
preparation of the 2019 Al, the NFTA has cut routes serving lower-density outer-ring communities. The
lack of transportation options creates burdens for suburban and rural populations who lack access to
services and employment opportunities.

Strategy to Remove or Ameliorate the Barriers to Affordable Housing

More detail is available in both the Unique Appendices and the Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing
Choice

The following were identified in the 2024 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice, as Strategies
the County is utilizing and should continue:

1. Encouraging local jurisdictions to revise ordinances to allow group homes, shelters, and other
facilities where appropriate.

2. Support homeless service providers, especially through development of transitional and
supportive housing, and expand assistance as funding is available.

3. Utilizing Federal, State, and other funding to support affordable housing development and home
rehabilitation across Erie County.

4. Continued outreach and education to landlords on source of payment protections to expand
access for Housing Voucher recipients to find housing.

5. Identifying areas for infill and redevelopment to provide housing in proximity to employment,
retail, and services.

6. Improving pedestrian and cycling infrastructure to support safe access for residents who do not
or cannot drive.

7. Reviewing transit services and revise routes and service times to better connect low-income
residents to employment centers and other services, particularly in rural areas of the County.

8. Supporting paratransit and explore options to expand options for rural residents to access
needed services and employment without a car.

9. Supporting development of grocery stores and other necessities in underserved areas to provide
needed services to residents, especially in rural areas.

10. Encouraging developers to include more 3 or more-bedroom units in projects to expand access
for families.

11. Educating landlords and property managers about obligations under Fair Housing Laws to accept
vouchers and ensure source of payment is not a barrier for prospective residents.

12. Funding partners and housing organizations to provide counseling, education, and outreach
services.
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13. Ensuring information is provided in appropriate languages to the growing immigrant and
refugee populations across Erie County.

14. Educating landlords about Fair Housing law and requirements and strictly enforce requirements
for non-discrimination.

15. Educating realtors about Fair Housing law and requirements.

16. Providing education to tenants about their rights to safe and adequate housing.

17. Outreach and education to landlords on their responsibilities to provide safe, adequate housing
and perform necessary maintenance on properties in a timely fashion.
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SP-60 Homelessness Strategy - 91.415, 91.215(d)

Describe how the jurisdiction's strategic plan goals contribute to:

Reaching out to homeless persons (especially unsheltered persons) and assessing their
individual needs

The Consortium is committed to helping homeless persons (especially chronically homeless individuals
and families, families with children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth) make the
transition to permanent housing and independent living. The Consortium supports the efforts of the
Homeless Alliance of Western New York as the Collaborative Applicant of the Continuum of Care. The
Homeless Alliance of Western New York is the designated Continuum of Care (CoC) agency for Erie
County. As such, it is responsible for developing methods and strategies for reaching out to homeless
persons and assessing their needs.

Erie County Department of Social Services continues to support programs that help homeless persons
including the chronically homeless individuals and families, families with children, veterans and their
families and unaccompanied youth. The programs include Emergency Assistance to adults, Emergency
Assistance to Families (EAF) and Emergency Safety Net Assistance. The programs provide financial
assistance for shelter arrears, security agreements, water shutoff restore, heating equipment repair and
replacement, home repairs, moving expenses and storage cost for furniture and personal belongings.
These services help homeless persons make the transition to permanent housing and independent
living.

The Code Blue program was created in 2009 by the Western New York Coalition for the Homeless to
provide a warm place to sleep and eat when the temperature fell below 15 degrees. Since 2015, to
respond to Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order #151, Erie County’s Department of Social Services
provided funding for Code Blue when the temperature was 32-16 degrees.

During the Code Blue winter nights, Matt Urban, Restoration Society and St. Luke’s provided cots to
homeless individuals. From 12/17/2017 to 04/30/2018, a total of 7,913 nightly cots were filled in the
Code Blue shelters with approximately 307 unduplicated people. As a result of this program, many hard
to serve chronically homeless individuals were identified and engaged. We have housed 48 chronically
homeless or highly vulnerable homeless individuals between January 2018 and April 2018. At the time of
this reporting, the final numbers have not been tabulated for the most recent winter months.

Recently the HAWNY was awarded a $3.6 million federal grant to help address youth homelessness in
the region. Working with other community partners, the HAWNY will create a comprehensive plan to
end youth homelessness in Western New York. The goal is to create a wide range of housing programs,
from immediate to transitional to permanent.

The CoC program is designed to promote community-wide commitment to the goal of ending
homelessness; provide funding for efforts by nonprofit providers and State and local governments to
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quickly re-house homeless individuals and families while minimizing the trauma and dislocation caused
to homeless individuals, families, and communities by homelessness; promote access to and effect
utilization of mainstream programs by homeless individuals and families; and optimize self-sufficiency
among individuals and families experiencing homelessness.

Addressing the emergency and transitional housing needs of homeless persons

To address the needs of homeless persons needing emergency shelter and transitional housing, Erie
County continues to provide emergency shelter that serve homeless persons in Erie County. The Erie
County Department of Social Services continues to provide assistance to clients through organizations
that operate emergency shelters and transitional housing through shelter allowances for the homeless
clients.

Erie County ESG program focuses 70% of available funding for rapid re-housing activities, which assists
homeless persons living in shelters and places them in permanent housing quickly. This program
provides short term rental assistance and case management to stabilize the household in housing.

There are several shelters where homeless persons must be approved for placement in Erie County by
DSS before entering the program. These include: Back to Basic, My Place Home, Salvation Army Family
Shelter, Faith Based Fellowship, Family Promise, Haven House, a portion of beds at Buffalo City Mission
Men’s Center (25 beds), and Matt Urban Hope House. In rural areas without any shelter, DSS has to
place eligible persons experiencing homelessness in a hotel/motel. If shelters are full, DSS has an
obligation to place clients requiring shelter into a hotel/motel.

Benedict House, a transitional housing provider, does community presentations to ensure that persons
living with HIV/AIDS are aware of the program. There are three outreach programs, one run by Haven
House, another by Hispanics United of Buffalo, and the last by Crisis Services, for women and children
who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless due to domestic violence. Outreach is done in area
hospitals, through the criminal justice system, and through three area hotlines. Victims are made aware
of area services including emergency shelters and transitional housing providers.

Each year, the CoC conducts a Point-in-Time count of the persons residing in emergency shelters and
transitional housing facilities. This information is used to understand the emergency and transitional
needs of homeless persons so that they can be addressed adequately and efficiently. The 2019 PIT
Count identified 464 homeless persons in emergency shelters and 160 homeless persons in transitional
housing facilities. The Housing Inventory List identified 455 beds in emergency shelters and 213 beds in
transitional housing. While not all agencies report to the HMIS data set used to populate the Housing
Inventory List, the data shows there is continued need for additional emergency and transitional
housing beds and facilities.

Helping homeless persons (especially chronically homeless individuals and families, families
with children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth) make the transition to

Consolidated Plan ERIE COUNTY

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
169



permanent housing and independent living, including shortening the period of time that
individuals and families experience homelessness, facilitating access for homeless individuals
and families to affordable housing units, and preventing individuals and families who were
recently homeless from becoming homeless again.

Erie County Department of Mental Health administers HUD grants and continues to receive over 6.2
million dollars from the Continuum of Care (CoC). The award administered over 600 Permanent
Supported Housing beds through 6 sub-recipients to serve clients who are homeless and have Serious
Mental lllness (SMI). There is a Coordinated Entry system in place to prioritize both chronic & pre-
chronic homeless clients. This system utilizes a Housing First model; this is a client centered approach
that prioritizes providing people experiencing homelessness with permanent housing as quickly as
possible, and then providing voluntary supportive services necessary to keep them housed. The
Department of Mental Health also has access to 550 beds of supportive housing through New York State
that prioritized individuals with serious mental illness and those experiencing homelessness.

During 4/1/2023-03/31/2024, ECDMH assisted 624 people with HUD-funded permanent supportive
housing. During this timeframe, 98% maintained this housing or left for other permanent housing
destinations. 80% of clients maintained or increased their income. There are increases in the numbers of
chronic homeless individuals since 2020, however through community effort, we are heading in the right
direction finally this year. During the January 2023 Point In Time, the CoC found 82 chronically homeless
people and by 2024 PIT we are estimating 73 CH (Final number not yet published by the CoC). ECDMH
participates in bi-weekly Homeless Outreach Meetings that consist of collaboration between shelters,
outreach organizations, and mental health staff. As a result of this collaborative effort our community is
able to reach unsheltered individuals and better assess their specific needs thus decreasing time in
homeless shelters.

The County continues to use Emergency Solutions Grant Program funds to provide financial assistance
and services to homeless individuals and families through a Rapid Re-housing Program (RRH). The
Program shortens the shelter stay and provides relocation and stabilization services to homeless
individuals and families. These services help homeless individuals and families make the transition from
living in a shelter to permanent affordable housing. In the County's ESG funded RRH Program,
households with children who are victims of domestic violence are prioritized for entry into the
program.

In order to stabilize program participants and prevent program participants from becoming homeless
again, RRH program participants are required to work with a case worker while receiving program
services. Case management services are provided as needed or at a minimum of once per month.
Generally, there is contact at least weekly if not daily at the front end of the program while searching for
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and securing permanent housing, linking participants to public benefits, moving from shelter to
permanent housing, etc. Once the participants are stable in housing and the rental subsidy begins to
decrease, the frequency of case management contact is also likely to be less often. The participants
graduate and are provided with necessary referrals.

Erie County will maintain coordination and collaboration with local non-profit agencies serving the
homeless population and will continue will use its CDBG funds to assist non-profit organizations that
serve homeless individuals and families in the region.

Help low-income individuals and families avoid becoming homeless, especially extremely
low-income individuals and families who are likely to become homeless after being
discharged from a publicly funded institution or system of care, or who are receiving
assistance from public and private agencies that address housing, health, social services,
employment, education or youth needs

The Consortium is committed to helping low-income individuals and families avoid becoming homeless,
especially extremely low-income individuals and families who are likely to become homeless after being
discharged from a publicly funded institution or system of care, or who are receiving assistance from
public and private agencies that address housing, health, social services, employment, education or
youth needs.

Erie County continues to utilize the Emergency Solutions Grant Program to assist individuals and families
at risk of becoming homeless with a Homeless Prevention Program. During the 2018 Program Year, the
program prevented 28 singles and 1 household with 2 children from becoming homeless. This program
includes case management for housing relocation and stabilization services along with financial
assistance for rent and other eligible housing expenses to individuals and families at risk of becoming
homeless. Restoration Society, Inc. administers the County’s Emergency Solution Grant Program which
started in January 2013. Since the program started, 48 singles and 23 households with 36 adults and 61
children in those households have received financial assistance through this program.

Erie County DSS also provides financial assistance and services to prevent homelessness. The
Department’s Emergency Service Team assists individuals and families at risk of homelessness with
financial assistance for rent and utilities arrears, helping families remain housed.

The Erie County Office of Child and Family Services ensures that any child leaving foster care is placed in
appropriate housing. Appropriate housing is considered apartments, small boarding homes, housing
with friends or family, but does not include a shelter, SRO, or congregate living with more than 10
individuals.

Funding made available through United Way of Buffalo & Erie County's federal Emergency Food and
Shelter Program (EFSP) provided households in Erie County with financial assistance for utilities and
rent/mortgage payments to help prevent homelessness. The organizations that provided the services
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include: American Red Cross (ARC), Buffalo Urban League (through ARC), Buffalo City Mission,
Community Action Organization (through ARC), Community Services for the Dev. Disabled (through
ARC), Compass House (through ARC), Evergreen Health Services (through ARC), Lt. Col. Matt Urban
Human Services (through ARC), and The Salvation Army.

Several programs help with transportation or bus tokens for individuals searching for housing,
commuting to the workplace, or receiving services. These programs include the Erie County Department
of Social Services Welfare Diversion, Medicaid Transportation, and the Independent Living Center.

As referenced previously in this section, the recent grant award to the HAWNY to create a
comprehensive plan to end youth homelessness in Western New York will develop a wide range of
housing programs, from immediate to transitional to permanent.
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SP-65 Lead-based Paint Hazards - 91.415, 91.215(i)

Actions to address LBP hazards and increase access to housing without LBP hazards
More detail available in the Unique Appendices
Actions to combat lead poisoning in Erie County, include:

Healthy Neighborhood Program: The program conducts door-to-door complete “sweep” of designated

high-risk neighborhoods. The County has identified 12 high-risk areas by ZIP code. This includes eleven
ZIP codes in the City of Buffalo, including three ZIP codes which overlap with Cheektowaga — 14211,
14212, and 14215. The 12th ZIP code is entirely in the City of Lackawanna.

Between 1/123 and 12/31/23 this program completed 1,039 visual assessments for the presence of
potential lead paint hazards and made 93 referrals for blood testing or children. 169 referrals were
made for blood testing assistance, additional inspection, enhanced home education and interventions.

LEADSAFE Erie County Lead Hazard Control Program: In 2023, 41 properties were assessed for lead

hazards and 76 units were made lead-safe under this program.

Homeowners must make a contribution towards the cost of mitigating lead-based paint hazards.
Although they may have to pay up to a maximum of 12% to the total hazard control cost, in most
instances the cost is $150-250. On average about 70 units per year are assisted under this program

Although the program is available County-wide, about 75-80% of the grants are made to homeowners
within high-risk ZIP code area. Homeowners must have an income which is below 80% of the median

income of the area and have at least one child under age 6 living in the unit.

Lead Poisoning Primary Prevention Program: The strategy is to identify pre-1978 homes and provide

remediation prior to LBP hazards developing. The program focuses on 1, 2, 3 and 4 unit family homes in
11 zip codes identified by the NYS DOH as “Communities of Concern” for lead poisoning. Within this
area, the ECDOH designates neighborhoods as “Areas of High Risk” which receive concentrated
intervention, including exterior inspection of all homes, and in some cases an interior inspection and a
lead education visit for the occupant. Repairs of identified lead hazards are required. Lead Primary also
works with Section 8 Housing inspectors and owners using Section 8 to take action to remediate
property prior to Section 8 occupancy. Between 1/1/23 and 12/31/23, this program completed 302
exterior risk assessments and confirmed visual clearance of 528 exterior units, and completed 516
interior assessments with 382 interior clearances. 904 investigations were closed and 271 post-
remediation dust samples were cleared.

Childhood Lead Poisoning Primary Prevention Program: Lead testing is provided for children under the

age of 6 who require a test but cannot obtain one due to lack of insurance coverage. Most of these
cases are referred to DOH by doctors or other medical professionals. Corrective action usually requires
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interim control, which basically stabilizes the housing unit's paint and makes the housing unit safe for
occupancy.

Lead Safe Work Practices Training for Homeowners (Renovation, Repair & Painting (RRP) Program):

Taking a County sponsored training program is required for anyone who is planning to work on a house
with County funds to mitigate LBP hazards. The County sponsors three to five training sessions per
month.

Awareness, Education, and Prevention: The Department of Health continues work with its long-standing

relationship with the nonprofit Community Foundation of Greater Buffalo. CFGB does significant
outreach efforts, networks with various agencies and partners with others in lead-based paint
prevention.

How are the actions listed above related to the extent of lead poisoning and hazards?
As outlined above, dealing with the risk assessment of lead-based paint hazards involves (1) Response,
(2) Outreach contact and (3) Awareness, Education and Prevention.

The most important role for the Erie County Department of Health is to respond immediately to every
call received about a lead-based paint hazard risk and to take appropriate remedial action.

The second basic responsibility of Erie County DOH is to undertake outreach efforts to specifically
identify properties which have lead-based paint risk hazards or are appropriate for lead-based paint
prevention. The above programs involved in these activities service about 3000 households per year,
with a significant concentration in 12 high-risk Census tracts, mostly within the City of Buffalo.

Awareness, Education and Prevention are critical to making the broader public aware of lead-based
paint hazards, and also to increasing their awareness of how to prevent lead-based paint hazards. The
Community Foundation of Greater Buffalo has and continues to play a critical role in this effort. Also, the
training program under the Removal, Remodel, Painters Program (RRP) reaches about 2500 participants
per year, well beyond the number who are seeking assistance through County rehab programs.

How are the actions listed above integrated into housing policies and procedures?

There are several components of lead hazard reduction efforts integrated into the Consortium’s housing
policies and programs. Education includes verbal and printed information regarding lead-based paint
hazards distributed at intake for housing rehabilitation programs. Brochures, including “Protect Your
Family from Lead in Your Home” from the EPA are included in every housing application, for every
housing program in the Consortium. Additional information is provided for those who do not pass a
visual assessment for lead-based paint hazards (“Reducing Lead Hazards When Remodeling Your Home”
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by HUD). A community program, “Lead Hazard Control Training” offered by Lead Connections, is also
recommended for applicants and potential applicants.

In all of its housing assistance programs, the Consortium will evaluate all properties built prior to 1978
and require remediation where lead-based paint hazards are present. All rehabilitation housing
applications submitted for County Assistance are reviewed for the lead-based paint risk assessment.
Compliance includes visual assessments, verbal questioning during the intake and written questions on
the application form. All housing cases include a visual assessment for lead-based paint hazards,
including peeling, cracking, chipping or flaking paint.

If the unit meets the LBP hazard threshold, an outside environmental specialist (procured through an
RFP process with the County) performs a risk assessment to assess the condition in detail and specify
any remediation action required. Upon completion of remediation, by a separate lead-certified
contractor, the same environmental specialist performs a clearance inspection.
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SP-70 Anti-Poverty Strategy - 91.415, 91.215(j)

Jurisdiction Goals, Programs and Policies for reducing the number of Poverty-Level Families

The Erie County Department of Social Services is involved in numerous efforts to reduce the number of
people living below the poverty level. The Department relies heavily on direct contact with other
agencies, many of which seek to find employment for Temporary Assistance (TA) recipients. A few of
these agencies are the New York State Department of Labor, the Buffalo and Erie County Workforce
Development Consortium, and area school districts.

The economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has made it more important than ever to implement
comprehensive strategies aimed at reducing poverty and improving the quality of life for vulnerable
populations. In response, Erie County has developed a multifaceted approach that includes both
immediate relief and long-term systemic change, targeting areas such as affordable housing, workforce
development, access to healthcare, and education.

How are the Jurisdiction poverty reducing goals, programs, and policies coordinated with this
affordable housing plan

More detail available in the Unique Appendices

Affordable Housing Initiatives: A primary focus of Erie County’s strategy for reducing poverty is

improving access to affordable housing. In many urban and suburban areas, rising rents and limited
housing options have left low-income families with few affordable choices. In response, Erie County has
prioritized affordable housing development through partnerships with local developers, nonprofits, and
state agencies.

Erie County annual HOME funds play a key role in supporting new affordable housing projects,
particularly in areas with high concentrations of poverty. Additionally, the county has leveraged state
and federal funding to offer rental assistance programs and homeownership assistance to low-income
families.

Employment Programs: The county has invested in job training programs, partnerships with local

community colleges, and career development services to enhance employment opportunities for low-
income residents.

The Erie County Workforce Development Consortium (ECWDC) is a key player in connecting job seekers
with employers in high-demand industries such as healthcare, manufacturing, and technology.
Furthermore, the county has also worked to improve access to education for individuals who may have
dropped out of school or lack the basic credentials required for employment.

Access to Healthcare: To help alleviate the burden of healthcare costs, Erie County has expanded access

to health services through public health programs and partnerships with local healthcare providers.
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Additionally, the Erie County Department of Health works to address broader social determinants of
health, such as nutrition and housing instability, which are closely linked to poverty. The county has
launched programs aimed at improving maternal and child health, reducing chronic diseases, and
ensuring that underserved communities have access to affordable and culturally competent healthcare.

Education and Early Childhood Development: Erie County has prioritized improving educational

opportunities for low-income families, particularly in early childhood education. The county has
partnered with local school districts, Head Start programs, and nonprofit organizations to ensure that
children in poverty have access to quality early education, which is vital for long-term academic and
economic success.

Through the Erie County Youth Bureau, the county has also invested in after-school programs,
mentoring, and academic enrichment activities designed to support at-risk youth and help them stay on
track academically.

Social Services and Financial Assistance: Erie County continues to offer a variety of social services aimed

at providing short-term financial relief and long-term stability. Programs like Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF), Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), and the Low-Income Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) help provide financial support for food, utilities, childcare, and housing, all
of which can be significant barriers to escaping poverty.

The county also offers financial literacy programs aimed at helping families build financial independence
and avoid predatory lending practices. By teaching budgeting, saving, and debt management, these
programs aim to help families improve their financial stability in the long term.

Collaboration with Nonprofits and CBOs: Erie County’s poverty reduction strategy is strengthened by its

collaboration with local nonprofits, community-based organizations, and advocacy groups. These
organizations often have the ability to reach families in need with services tailored to their specific
situations. They play a vital role in providing food, housing, legal services, and other critical support.
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SP-80 Monitoring - 91.230

Describe the standards and procedures that the jurisdiction will use to monitor activities
carried out in furtherance of the plan and will use to ensure long-term compliance with
requirements of the programs involved, including minority business outreach and the
comprehensive planning requirements

The following describes the standards and procedures Erie County uses to monitor its housing and
community development activities. This ensures long term compliance with program and
comprehensive plan requirements.

Housing

A monthly housing report is prepared by the CDBG administrative staff. This document notes payouts,
current balances, and other items useful to the housing management section. Examples of program
design items that ensure long term compliance with other program requirements include the following:

e Annual spot residency and income checks on housing and Rental Rehabilitation recipients;

e Monitoring of Community Housing Development Organization (CHDO) projects to ensure
compliance with income eligibility, rents, and other HOME requirements;

e Annual update of the Erie County Housing Program Policy and Procedures Manual;

e Annual preparation of the Consolidated Annual Performance Report (CAPER) that includes a
thorough review of housing program performance relative to five-year housing goals;

e Preparation of Annual Status Report to the County’s Impediments to Fair Housing report.

Community Development

Staff meets monthly to review progress and ensures that projects are moving along earnestly and
swiftly. Annual letters are forwarded to mayors and supervisors representing municipalities where
progress has been slow. This provides a good benchmark concerning developing issues/concerns.
Examples of program design items that ensure long-term compliance with program requirements
include the following:

e Preparation of annual MBE/WBE Contracting/Sub-contracting report to the federal Department
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). This document is reviewed by the County’s Office of
Equal Employment Opportunity to insure consistency with County Policy;

e Preparation of the semi-annual Labor Standards Report for submittal to HUD;

e A County monitor is assigned to each community in order to provide “hands on” assistance
when preparing applications for CDBG funds. This ensures that eligibility, Davis-Bacon,
MBE/WBE, and other federal requirements are understood by sub-recipient local governments;
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e On-going Community Project monitoring table is maintained by program staff and reviewed at
monthly update meetings. This serves as a good tracking tool to monitor each project’s progress
through the various CDBG procedural steps.

Specific Sub-Recipient Monitoring

A subrecipient monitoring checklist will continue to be used in 2025 - 2029. It is the intention of Erie
County to conduct a minimum of two off-site sub-recipient monitoring reviews annually. Specifically,
Erie County will continue to monitor the Town of Hamburg.
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FY 2025 Annual Action Plan
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AP-15 Expected Resources - 91.420(b), 91.220(c)(1,2)

Introduction

Anticipated Resources

Expected Resources

Program Source of Uses of Funds Expected Amount Available Year 1 Expected Narrative
Funds Annual Program Prior Year Total: Amount Description
Allocation: $ Income: $ Resources: S Available
S Remainder of
ConPlan
$
CDBG public - Acquisition
federal Admin and Planning
Economic Development
Housing
Public Improvements
Public Services 3,007,262.00 | 437,000.00 0.00 | 3,444,262.00 | 13,217,048.00
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Program

Source of
Funds

Uses of Funds

Expected Amount Available Year 1

Annual
Allocation: $

Program
Income: $

Prior Year
Resources:

$

Total:

$

Expected
Amount
Available
Remainder of
ConPlan

$

Narrative
Description

HOME

public -
federal

Acquisition

Homebuyer assistance
Homeowner rehab
Multifamily rental new
construction
Multifamily rental rehab
New construction for
ownership

TBRA

902,943.00

215,000.00

0.00

1,117,943.00

4,471,772.00

ESG

public -
federal

Conversion and rehab for
transitional housing
Financial Assistance
Overnight shelter

Rapid re-housing (rental
assistance)

Rental Assistance
Services

Transitional housing

240,655.00

0.00

0.00

240,655.00

962,620.00

Table 55 - Expected Resources — Priority Table

Explain how federal funds will leverage those additional resources (private, state and local funds), including a description of how

matching requirements will be satisfied

In 2023, projects funded through Erie County’s CDBG allocation leveraged $1,116,209 in matching funds. It is anticipated that similar matching
funds will be leveraged annually from 2025 - 2029. The housing and community development needs within the Consortium are substantial and
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require private/public investment that is independent of any federal HUD resources. In the 2023 program year, projects that were recipients of
non-HUD resources that addressed the housing and infrastructure needs identified in the 2020-24 Consolidated Plan had a total investment
amount of $4,044,558. The funding sources for these projects included; USDA — Housing Rehabilitation Program, Lackawanna Community
Development Corporation — (LCDC) Housing Rehab Program- New York State Affordable Housing Corporation, Lead Poisoning Prevention — Erie
County Dept. of Health, Community Foundation of Greater Buffalo- U.S. Department of HUD, NYS Dept. of Health, Community Foundation of
Greater Buffalo, USDA — Guaranteed Mortgage Loan — First Time Homebuyers Loan Program- United States Dept. of Agriculture Section 502/504

Guaranteed.

The County is required to provide a match for federal funds received under the HOME Program. The County will continue to provide Payment in
Lieu of Taxes for rental housing that is developed to serve low-income households in Erie County. The difference between the full assessed value
for property tax and the amount paid under the PILOT Payment Schedule will be used by the County for the HOME match.

Agencies receiving ESG funds under the County ESG Program will provide a portion of the required ESG match. The County will also use the
financial assistance and services the County Department of Social Services provides to the homeless as a match.
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If appropriate, describe publically owned land or property located within the jurisdiction that
may be used to address the needs identified in the plan

Buffalo Erie Niagara Land Improvement Corporation (BENLIC) is a resource to the Consortium that
identifies units vacant parcels within the community that can undergo foreclosure, rehabilitation, and
resale as affordable housing. BENLIC reports an average cost of approximately $200,000 to bring an
individual housing unit on-line, so the math becomes difficult based on affordability standards, without
public funding support. That said BENLIC commenced or continued rehabilitating five (5) properties
funded in part by the Land Bank Community Revitalization Initiative 4.2 grant through Enterprise
Community Partners, Inc. “Round 4.2” of NY Attorney General Grant funds. These properties are
blighting proximate property and neighborhoods at-large. In addition, the Corporation completed
constructing three (3) single family homes on a single vacant lot improving the fabric of a historic
neighborhood that has not seen new construction in over twenty (20) years.

Discussion
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AP-20 Annual Goals and Objectives - 91.420, 91.220(c)(3)&(e)

Goals Summary Information

Annual Goals and Objectives

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

Sort Goal Name Start | End Category Geographic Needs Addressed Funding Goal Outcome Indicator
Order Year | Year Area
1 Sidewalk 2025 | 2029 | Non-Housing Infrastructure CDBG: | Public Facility or
Improvements CD- Community (Community $310,000.00 | Infrastructure Activities other
1.2 Development Development) than Low/Moderate Income
Housing Benefit: 4588
Persons Assisted
2 Road 2025 | 2029 | Non-Housing Infrastructure CDBG: | Public Facility or
Improvements CD- Community (Community $155,000.00 | Infrastructure Activities other
1.3 Development Development) than Low/Moderate Income
Housing Benefit: 1865
Persons Assisted
3 Public Building and | 2025 | 2029 | Non-Housing Public Facilities CDBG: | Public Facility or
ADA Community $119,685.00 | Infrastructure Activities other
Improvements CD- Development than Low/Moderate Income
2.1 Housing Benefit: 1755
Persons Assisted
4 Parks/Open Space | 2025 | 2029 | Non-Housing Infrastructure CDBG: | Public Facility or
Facility Community (Community $155,000.00 | Infrastructure Activities other
Improvements Development Development) than Low/Moderate Income
CD-2.2 Housing Benefit: 695 Persons
Assisted
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OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

Sort Goal Name Start | End Category Geographic Needs Addressed Funding Goal Outcome Indicator
Order Year | Year Area
5 Senior Center 2025 | 2029 | Non-Housing Public Facilities CDBG: | Public Facility or
Improvements Community $420,620.00 | Infrastructure Activities other
CD-2.3 Development than Low/Moderate Income
Housing Benefit: 13795
Persons Assisted
6 Commercial 2025 | 2029 | Neighborhood Public Facilities CDBG: | Facade treatment/business
Center Revitalization $75,000.00 | building rehabilitation: 5
Improvement CD- Business
2.4
7 Transportation CD | 2025 | 2029 | Non-Housing Public Services CDBG: | Public service activities other
3.1 Community $293,000.00 | than Low/Moderate Income
Development Housing Benefit: 1696
Persons Assisted
8 Fair Housing 2025 | 2029 | Non-Housing Public Services CDBG: | Public Facility or
Services CD 3.2 Community $69,436.00 | Infrastructure Activities other
Development than Low/Moderate Income
Housing Benefit: 1150
Persons Assisted
9 Administration CD- | 2025 | 2029 | Addministration Planning/Administration CDBG:
5.1 $596,599.00
HOME:
$90,294.00
ESG:
$18,049.00
10 Micro-Loan 2025 | 2029 Business Development CDBG: | Businesses assisted: 5
Program ED-4.1 $112,000.00 | Businesses Assisted
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Sort Goal Name Start | End Category Geographic Needs Addressed Funding Goal Outcome Indicator

Order Year | Year Area

11 Owner Occ. 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Housing Rehabilitation CDBG: | Homeowner Housing
Deferred Loan Housing $605,657.00 | Rehabilitated: 58 Household
Program H-1.1 HOME: | Housing Unit

$666,530.00

12 Owner Occ. 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Housing Rehabilitation CDBG: | Homeowner Housing
Deferred Loan Housing $50,000.00 | Rehabilitated: 10 Household
Prgm T. West HOME: | Housing Unit
Seneca H-1.2 $113,930.00

13 Owner Occ. 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Housing Rehabilitation HOME: | Homeowner Housing
Deferred Loan Housing $111,738.00 | Rehabilitated: 7 Household
Prgm T. Hamburg Housing Unit
H-1.3

14 Emergency Repair | 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Housing Rehabilitation CDBG: | Homeowner Housing
Program H-1.4 Housing $175,000.00 | Rehabilitated: 12 Household

Housing Unit

15 Rental 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Housing Rehabilitation CDBG: | Rental units rehabilitated: 10
Rehabilitation Housing $121,265.00 | Household Housing Unit
Program H-1.5

16 Mobile Home 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Housing Rehabilitation CDBG: | Homeowner Housing
Repair Program H- Housing $86,000.00 | Rehabilitated: 14 Household
1.6 Housing Unit

17 Housing Rehab - 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Housing Rehabilitation CDBG: | Homeowner Housing
Lead Remediation Housing $100,000.00 | Rehabilitated: 6 Household
Program H-1.9 Housing Unit

18 Affordable 2025 | 2029 | Affordable Affordable Housing HOME: | Direct Financial Assistance to
Housing - CHDO Housing $135,441.00 | Homebuyers: 2 Households
Projects H-2.1 Assisted

Consolidated Plan

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

ERIE COUNTY

187




Sort Goal Name Start | End Category Geographic Needs Addressed Funding Goal Outcome Indicator
Order Year | Year Area
19 Homeless Needs - | 2025 | 2029 | Homeless Homeless Assistance ESG: | Tenant-based rental
Rapid Re-Housing $127,129.00 | assistance / Rapid Rehousing:
Program ESG-1.1 26 Households Assisted
20 Homeless Needs - | 2025 | 2029 | Homeless Homeless Assistance ESG: | Homelessness Prevention: 24
Homeless $85,477.00 | Persons Assisted
Prevention Prgm
ESG-1.2
21 Homeless Needs - | 2025 | 2029 | Homeless Homeless Assistance ESG: | Other: 1 Other
Data Collection $10,000.00
ESG-1.3

Goal Descriptions

Table 56 — Goals Summary

1 | Goal Name Sidewalk Improvements CD-1.2

Goal Description

Sidewalk replacement in the Village of Angola and City of Tonawanda.

2 | Goal Name Road Improvements CD-1.3

Goal Description

Road Paving improvements in the City of Lackawanna.

3 | Goal Name

Public Building and ADA Improvements CD-2.1

Goal Description

ADA improvements at public facilties in the Towns of Sardinia and Eden.

4 | Goal Name

Parks/Open Space Facility Improvements CD-2.2

Goal Description

Park and recreational improvements in the Town of West Seneca.
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Goal Name

Senior Center Improvements CD-2.3

Goal Description

Senior Center improvements in the Towns of Orchard Park, Grand Island, Lancaster, Aurora and North Collins.

6 | Goal Name Commercial Center Improvement CD-2.4
Goal Description | Commercial Center improvements in the Village of Akron.
7 | Goal Name Transportation CD 3.1
Goal Description | Rural Transit transportation services for senior citizens and low to moderate income residents.
8 | Goal Name Fair Housing Services CD 3.2
Goal Description | Fair Housing services provided by Belmont Housing Resources and Housing Opportunities Made Equal.
9 | Goal Name Administration CD-5.1
Goal Description | Administrative expenses associated with the management of the CDBG, HOME and ESG grant programs.
10 | Goal Name Micro-Loan Program ED-4.1
Goal Description | Micro Loan/Grant program for small businesses with owners who reside in income eligible households.
11 | Goal Name Owner Occ. Deferred Loan Program H-1.1
Goal Description | Housing rehab program for Consortium wide and target areas.
12 | Goal Name Owner Occ. Deferred Loan Prgm T. West Seneca H-1.2
Goal Description | Housing rehab program in the Town of West Seneca.
13 | Goal Name Owner Occ. Deferred Loan Prgm T. Hamburg H-1.3
Goal Description | Housing rehab program in the Town of Hamburg.
14 | Goal Name Emergency Repair Program H-1.4
Goal Description | Emergency housing rehab program.
15 | Goal Name Rental Rehabilitation Program H-1.5

Goal Description

Rental housing rehab program.
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16

Goal Name

Mobile Home Repair Program H-1.6

Goal Description

Mobile home rehab program.

17

Goal Name

Housing Rehab - Lead Remediation Program H-1.9

Goal Description

Lead remediation home repair program.

18

Goal Name

Affordable Housing - CHDO Projects H-2.1

Goal Description

Construction of affordable housing units in the City of Lackawanna.

19

Goal Name

Homeless Needs - Rapid Re-Housing Program ESG-1.1

Goal Description

ESG- Rapid Re-Housing services.

20

Goal Name

Homeless Needs - Homeless Prevention Prgm ESG-1.2

Goal Description

ESG- Homeless Prevention services.

21

Goal Name

Homeless Needs - Data Collection ESG-1.3

Goal Description

ESG- Data Collection Services.
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AP-35 Projects - 91.420, 91.220(d)

Introduction

The following project information for FY 2025 provides a comprehensive overview on the ranges of

CDBG, HOME, and ESG activities.

# Project Name
1 | CDBG25- Program Administration
2 | HOME25-Program Administration
3 | HESG25 - Rapid Re-Housing/Prevention/Data Collection/Admin
4 | H25 - Fair Housing- Housing Opportunities Made Equal
5 | H25 - Fair Housing Support Services - Housing Counseling - Belmont Shelter Corp.
6 | H25-CDBG/HOME Consortium Owner Occupied Housing Rehab Program
7 | H25-CDBG/HOME Consortium Owner Occupied Rehab Program
8 | H25 - CDBG/HOME West Seneca Housing Rehab Loan Program
9 | H25- CDBG/HOME West Seneca Housing Rehab Loan Program
10 | HOME25-Hamburg-Homeowner Rehab
11 | H25-Emergency Rehab Program
12 | H25-Rental Rehab Program
13 | H25-Mobile Home Repair Program
14 | H25-Lead Abatement Program
15 | HOME25- CHDO Projects
16 | ED25-Commercial Center Improvement Program - CCIP
17 | ED25-Micro-Loan Program Program Income
18 | CP25 - C. Lackawanna Kirby Avenue Reconstruction Project Phase 2
19 | CP25 T. Sardinia Town Hall Elevator
20 | CP25- V. Angola - High and York Street Sidewalk Replacement
21 | CP25- T. Orchard Park - Senior Center Improvements
22 | CP25-Rural Transit Services
23 | CP25-T. Grand Island - Senior Center Improvements
24 | CP25-T. Lancaster - Senior Center Improvements
25 | CP25 - T. Eden - Schwartz Field - ADA Improvements
26 | CP25 - C. Tonawanda - Sidewalk Replacement
27 | CP25- T. West Seneca - Fireman's Park Playground Improvements
28 | CP25-T. Aurora - Senior Center Improvements
29 | CP25- T. North Collins - Senior Center - Generator Installation

Table 57 — Project Information
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Describe the reasons for allocation priorities and any obstacles to addressing underserved
needs

The service area for the Erie County/CDBG Consortium includes a total of 34 municipalities (population
of approximately 312,000) which includes all of Erie County with the exception of the City of Buffalo and

Towns of Amherst, Cheektowaga, Tonawanda and Hamburg for the CDBG program. Hamburg, with a
total population of approximately 56,000, is a member of the HOME consortium not the CDBG
consortium.

There is one census tract in the consortium that has a high minority population. It is located in the first
ward neighborhood of the City of Lackawanna. The City of Lackawanna along with the City of
Tonawanda also have the highest low-to moderate income populations within the consortium. There
are a total of 64 income eligible block groups in the Consortium. There are eleven communities that do
not contain any census eligible areas. Priority for funding projects is given to those low-income
concentrated areas.

Neighborhoods included for housing rehabilitation priority in the Action Plan are the City of Lackawanna
First Ward, Town of Evans — Lake Erie Beach, Village of Depew — Main Street/Terrace Boulevard area,
City of Tonawanda- northeast and the Town of West Seneca- City of Buffalo border. Funding limitations
hinder the ability to fund more community development and economic development projects. The
housing program has the obstacle of such a large geographic area served, which makes targeting funds
and showing major progress in a specific area difficult. This was the reason for increased housing
rehabilitation targeting of funds in the noted areas.
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2025 YEAR - CONSOLIDATED BUDGET SORTED

. . Emergency Community Economic Project Housing- Future/ Prior
Project #| PROGRAMMED PROJECTS HOME CDBG-Admin Solutions Project Development | Support CDBG Program Year Other Funds Total
Income Funds
1 CDBG25- Program Administration $ 596,599.00 $ 596,599.00
2 HOME25 - Program Administration $ 90,294.00 $  90,294.00
3 ESG25 - Program Administration $ 18,049.00 $  18,049.00
4 H25 - Fair Housing- Housing Opportunities Made Equal $ 42,720.00 $  42,720.00
5 IS-|hZeSIt—eII’-|gL(J)sri’;1.g Support Services - Housing Counseling - Belmont $ 26716.00 $  26716.00
6 H25 - CDBG Consortium Owner Occupied Housing Rehab Program $ 300,657.00 | $ 305,000.00 $ 605,657.00
7 H25 - HOME Consortium Owner Occupied Housing Rehab Program | $ 466,531.00 $ 200,000.00 $ 666,531.00
8 H25 - CDBG West Seneca Housing Rehab Loan Program $ 30,000.00 | $ 20,000.00 $  50,000.00
9 H25 - HOME- West Seneca Homeowner Rehab $ 98,939.00 $ 15,000.00 $  113,939.00
10 HOME25 - Hamburg - Homeowner Rehab $ 111,738.00 $ 111,738.00
11 H25 - Emergency Rehab Program $ 175,000.00 $ 175,000.00
12 H25 - Rental Rehab Program $ 121,265.00 $ 121,265.00
13 H25 - Mobile Home Repair Program $ 86,000.00 $  86,000.00
14 [H25- Lead Abatement Program $ 100,000.00 $ 100,000.00
15 HOME?25 - CHDO Projects $ 135,441.00 $ 135,441.00
16  |ED25- Commercial Center Improvement Program- (CCIP) $ 75,000.00 $ 75,000.00 [$ 150,000.00
17 ED25- ECIDA- Micro-Loan Program Program Income $ 112,000.00 $ 112,000.00
18 gr:’:sse-zc. Lackawanna - Kirby Avenue Reconstruction Project - $ 150,000.00 $ 5.000.00 $ 54282700 |$  697,.827.00
19 |CP25- T. Sardinia - Town Hall ADA Improvements $ 63,050.00 $ 3,000.00 $ 63,050.00 ([$ 129,100.00
20 CP25 - V. Angola - High and York Streets Sidewalk Replacement $ 150,000.00 $ 5,000.00 $ 25,000.00 | $ 180,000.00
21 CP25 - T. Orchard Park - Senior Center Improvements $ 30,560.00 $ 2,500.00 $ 10,186.00 | $  43,246.00
22 CP25- Rural Transit Service $ 283,000.00 $ 10,000.00 $ 953,380.00 | $ 1,246,380.00
23 CP25- T. Grand Island- Senior Center Improvements $ 98,360.00 $ 3,000.00 $ 47,295.00 | $ 148,655.00
24 CP25- T. Lancaster - Senior Center Improvements $ 150,000.00 $ 5,000.00 $ 8,261.00 | $ 163,261.00
25 [CP25-T. Eden - Schwartz Field- ADA Improvements $ 50,635.00 $ 3,000.00 $ 2,665.00 | $ 56,300.00
CP25 - C. Tonawanda - Sidewalk Replacement $ 150,000.00 $ 5,000.00 $ 51,050.00 | $ 206,050.00
27 CP25 - T- West Seneca- Fireman's Park Playground Improvements $ 150,000.00 $ 5,000.00 $ 159,544.00 | $ 314,544.00
28 CP25- T. Aurora- Senior Center Improvements $ 100,700.00 $ 4,000.00 $ 5,300.00 | $ 110,000.00
29  |CP25- T. North Collins- Senior Center- Generator Installation $ 24,500.00 $ 2,000.00 $ - $  26,500.00
3 ESG25- Rapid Re-Housing Rental Assistance $ 106,303.00 $ 55,085.00 |$ 161,388.00
3 ESG25- Homeless Prevention Rental Assistance $ 106,303.00 $ 55,085.00|$% 161,388.00
3 ESG25- HMIS Data Collection $ 10,000.00 $ 10,000.00 | $ 20,000.00
TOTAL $ 902,943.00 | $ 596,599.00 | $  240,655.00 | $ 1,400,805.00 | $ 75,000.00 | $ 52,500.00 | $ 882,358.00 | $ 652,000.00 $ 2,063,728.00 | $ 6,866,588.00

$ 3,007,262.00
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AP-38 Project Summary

Project Summary Information
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Project Name

CDBG25- Program Administration

Target Area

Goals Supported

Administration CD-5.1

Needs Addressed Planning/Administration
Funding CDBG: $596,599.00
Description Administration funds for CDBG grant.

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

Project Name

HOME25-Program Administration

Target Area

Goals Supported

Needs Addressed Planning/Administration
Funding HOME: $90,294.00
Description Administrative funds for HOME grant.

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

Project Name

HESG25 - Rapid Re-Housing/Prevention/Data Collection/Admin

Target Area

Goals Supported

Homeless Needs - Rapid Re-Housing Program ESG-1.1
Homeless Needs - Homeless Prevention Prgm ESG-1.2
Homeless Needs - Data Collection ESG-1.3

Needs Addressed

Homeless Assistance

Funding

ESG: $240,655.00
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Description

HESG Services for Rapid Re-Housing/Prevention/Data Collection/Admin

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

Project Name

H25 - Fair Housing- Housing Opportunities Made Equal

Target Area

Goals Supported

Fair Housing Services CD 3.2

Needs Addressed Public Services
Funding CDBG: $42,720.00
Description Fair housing services.

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

Project Name

H25 - Fair Housing Support Services - Housing Counseling - Belmont
Shelter Corp.

Target Area

Goals Supported

Fair Housing Services CD 3.2

Needs Addressed Public Services
Funding CDBG: $26,716.00
Description Fair housing services.

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities
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Location Description

Planned Activities

Project Name

H25-CDBG/HOME Consortium Owner Occupied Housing Rehab Program

Target Area

Goals Supported

Owner Occ. Deferred Loan Program H-1.1

Needs Addressed Housing Rehabilitation
Funding CDBG: $605,657.00
Description Housing rehab program - consortium wide - CDBG

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

Project Name

H25-CDBG/HOME Consortium Owner Occupied Rehab Program

Target Area

Goals Supported

Owner Occ. Deferred Loan Program H-1.1

Needs Addressed Housing Rehabilitation
Funding HOME: $666,531.00
Description Housing Rehab Program - Consortium Wide - HOME

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

Project Name

H25 - CDBG/HOME West Seneca Housing Rehab Loan Program

Target Area

Goals Supported

Owner Occ. Deferred Loan Prgm T. West Seneca H-1.2

Needs Addressed

Housing Rehabilitation
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Funding

CDBG: $50,000.00

Description

Housing rehab program in the Town of West Seneca- cdbg

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

9 Project Name H25- CDBG/HOME West Seneca Housing Rehab Loan Program
Target Area
Goals Supported Owner Occ. Deferred Loan Prgm T. West Seneca H-1.2
Needs Addressed Housing Rehabilitation
Funding HOME: $113,939.00
Description Housing rehab program in the Town of West Seneca- home
Target Date 3/31/2026
Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities
Location Description
Planned Activities
10

Project Name

HOME25-Hamburg-Homeowner Rehab

Target Area

Goals Supported

Owner Occ. Deferred Loan Prgm T. Hamburg H-1.3

Needs Addressed Housing Rehabilitation
Funding HOME: $111,738.00
Description Housing rehab program in the Town of Hamburg

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Consolidated Plan
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Location Description

Planned Activities

11

Project Name

H25-Emergency Rehab Program

Target Area

Goals Supported

Emergency Repair Program H-1.4

Needs Addressed Housing Rehabilitation
Funding CDBG: $175,000.00
Description Emergency repair housing rehab program

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

12

Project Name

H25-Rental Rehab Program

Target Area

Goals Supported

Rental Rehabilitation Program H-1.5

Needs Addressed Housing Rehabilitation
Funding CDBG: $121,265.00
Description Rental rehab housing program

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

13

Project Name

H25-Mobile Home Repair Program

Target Area

Goals Supported

Mobile Home Repair Program H-1.6

Needs Addressed

Housing Rehabilitation

Consolidated Plan
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Funding

CDBG: $86,000.00

Description

Mobile home repair program

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

14

Project Name

H25-Lead Abatement Program

Target Area

Goals Supported

Housing Rehab - Lead Remediation Program H-1.9

Needs Addressed Housing Rehabilitation
Funding CDBG: $100,000.00
Description Housing rehab lead remediation

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

15

Project Name

HOME25- CHDO Projects

Target Area

Goals Supported

Affordable Housing - CHDO Projects H-2.1

Needs Addressed Affordable Housing
Funding HOME: $135,441.00
Description Construction of affordable housing.

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities
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Location Description

Planned Activities

16

Project Name

ED25-Commercial Center Improvement Program - CCIP

Target Area

Goals Supported

Commercial Center Improvement CD-2.4

Needs Addressed Business Development
Funding CDBG: $75,000.00
Description Exterior improvements to businesses in income eligible areas.

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

17

Project Name

ED25-Micro-Loan Program Program Income

Target Area

Goals Supported

Micro-Loan Program ED-4.1

Needs Addressed Business Development
Funding CDBG: $112,000.00
Description 50/50 marching grant-loan program for small businesses where the

owner resides in a low to moderate income household.

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

18

Project Name

CP25 - C. Lackawanna Kirby Avenue Reconstruction Project Phase 2

Target Area

Goals Supported

Road Improvements CD-1.3

Consolidated Plan
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Needs Addressed

Infrastructure (Community Development)

Funding

CDBG: $155,000.00

Description

Installation of new roadway sub-base and asphalt surfacing along the full
length of Kirby Avenue. Installation of new turf and roadway signage.

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

19

Project Name

CP25 T. Sardinia Town Hall Elevator

Target Area

Goals Supported

Public Building and ADA Improvements CD-2.1

Needs Addressed Public Facilities
Funding CDBG: $66,050.00
Description Modernize elevator to make Town Hall handicapped accessible

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

20

Project Name

CP25- V. Angola - High and York Street Sidewalk Replacement

Target Area

Goals Supported

Sidewalk Improvements CD-1.2

Needs Addressed Infrastructure (Community Development)
Funding CDBG: $155,000.00
Description Removal and replacement of approximately 1,155 feet of ADA handicap

compliant sidewalk on the west and east sides of High Street from
Commercial Street to Lake Street and along the south side of York Street
from South Main to 61 York Street.
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Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

21

Project Name

CP25-T. Orchard Park - Senior Center Improvements

Target Area

Goals Supported

Senior Center Improvements CD-2.3

Needs Addressed Public Facilities
Funding CDBG: $33,060.00
Description A Sonance 6-inch ceiling speaker, a JBL Professional VMA1240 Series

Mixer Amplifier, a Shure Wireless Handheld Microphone, 3 86-inch TV
Screens, 2 stainless steel commercial work tables and the floor in the
dance/exercise room will be refinished.

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

22

Project Name

CP25-Rural Transit Services

Target Area

Goals Supported

Transportation CD 3.1

Needs Addressed Public Services
Funding CDBG: $293,000.00
Description Funding for transportation services for the low income and elderly

population of 25 municipalities including the Towns of Aurora, Akron,
Angola, Brant, Boston, Clarence, Colden, Collins, Concord, East Aurora,
Eden, Elma, Evans, Farnham, Gowanda, Holland, Marilla, Newstead,
North Collins, Orchard Park, Sardinia, Springville and Wales.

Target Date

3/31/2026
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Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

23

Project Name

CP25-T. Grand Island - Senior Center Improvements

Target Area

Goals Supported

Senior Center Improvements CD-2.3

Needs Addressed Public Facilities
Funding CDBG: $101,360.00
Description Replacement of approximately 100 feet of old drainage line with

approximately 180 feet of 12A¢Aé AR corrugated HDPE pipe, 260 feet of
6A¢A¢AR corrugated HDPE pipe, several feet of track drain and
connections and catch basins.

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

24

Project Name

CP25-T. Lancaster - Senior Center Improvements

Target Area

Goals Supported

Senior Center Improvements CD-2.3

Needs Addressed Public Facilities
Funding CDBG: $155,000.00
Description Removal and disposal of current manual partition wall. Installation of

electrical infrastructure and the installation of the new election partition
wall.

Target Date

3/31/2026
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Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

25

Project Name

CP25 - T. Eden - Schwartz Field - ADA Improvements

Target Area

Goals Supported

Public Building and ADA Improvements CD-2.1

Needs Addressed Public Facilities
Funding CDBG: $53,635.00
Description Construction of a 1,500 square foot ADA compliant sidewalk.

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

26

Project Name

CP25 - C. Tonawanda - Sidewalk Replacement

Target Area

Goals Supported

Sidewalk Improvements CD-1.2

Needs Addressed Infrastructure (Community Development)
Funding CDBG: $155,000.00
Description Sidewalk replacement at various locations throughout the low/moderate

income block groups in the City of Tonawanda. The project includes
replacement of a total of 410 5A¢AéA¢ x5AC¢AiAé blocks of 4-inch thick
sidewalk and 49 5A¢AéAéx 5A¢AéA¢ blocks of 6-inch-thick sidewalk at
driveways.

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities
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Location Description

Planned Activities

27

Project Name

CP25- T. West Seneca - Fireman's Park Playground Improvements

Target Area

Goals Supported

Parks/Open Space Facility Improvements CD-2.2

Needs Addressed Infrastructure (Community Development)
Funding CDBG: $155,000.00
Description Installation of a new, all-inclusive playground.

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

28

Project Name

CP25-T. Aurora - Senior Center Improvements

Target Area

Goals Supported

Senior Center Improvements CD-2.3

Needs Addressed Public Facilities
Funding CDBG: $104,700.00
Description Removal and disposal of existing 52 feet long, 11 feet high wall and

installation is new motorized wall of equal dimensions.

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

29

Project Name

CP25-T. North Collins - Senior Center - Generator Installation

Target Area

Goals Supported

Senior Center Improvements CD-2.3
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Needs Addressed Public Facilities
Funding CDBG: $26,500.00
Description Purchase and installation of 18KW generator.

Target Date

3/31/2026

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

Consolidated Plan
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AP-50 Geographic Distribution - 91.420, 91.220(f)

Description of the geographic areas of the entitlement (including areas of low-income and
minority concentration) where assistance will be directed

Reference should be made to Maps 3, 4, 5 and 6 that are located in ES-05 "Executive Summary" section

of the Action Plan in the introduction. These describe the geographic areas within Erie County in which

assistance will be directed in 2023. The titles are noted below:
a) Map 3: CDBG Neighborhood Target Areas within Erie County
b) Map 4: CDBG Eligible Block Groups
¢) Map 5: CDBG Census Tracts with Substantial Minority Population

d) Map 6: CDBG Census Tracts with Substantial Low Income Population

It is estimated that 31% of all HOME and CDBG funds will be directed toward the target areas in 2025.

This includes 27% of housing rehab monies as well as one economic development project.

Geographic Distribution

Target Area Percentage of Funds
City of Lackawanna - First Ward Target Area 19
Village of Depew- Main Street/Terrace Blvd. Target Area 12

Table 58 - Geographic Distribution
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Rationale for the priorities for allocating investments geographically

The service area for the Erie County/CDBG Consortium includes a total of 34 municipalities (population
of approximately 312,000) which includes all of Erie County with the exception of the City of Buffalo and
Towns of Amherst, Cheektowaga, Tonawanda and Hamburg for the CDBG program. Hamburg, with a
total population of approximately 56,000, is a member of the HOME consortium not the CDBG
Consortium.

There is one census tract in the Consortium that has a high minority population. It is located in the first
ward neighborhood of the City of Lackawanna. The City of Lackawanna along with the City of
Tonawanda also have the highest low-to moderate- income populations within the Consortium. There
are a total of 55 income eligible block groups in the Consortium. There are eleven communities that do
not contain any census eligible areas. Priority for funding projects is given to those low-income
concentrated areas.

Neighborhoods included for housing rehabilitation priority in the Action Plan are the City of Lackawanna

First Ward, Town of Evans — Lake Erie Beach, Village of Depew — Main Street/Terrace Boulevard area,
City of Tonawanda- northeast and the Town of West Seneca- City of Buffalo border. Funding limitations
hinder the ability to fund more community development and economic development projects. The
housing program has the obstacle of such a large geographic area served, which makes targeting funds
and showing major progress in a specific area difficult. This was the reason for increased housing
rehabilitation targeting of funds in the noted areas.

Discussion
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Affordable Housing

AP-55 Affordable Housing - 91.420, 91.220(g)

Introduction

HOME ARP FUNDS. The Consortium will use HOME funds, ESG funds and a portion of CDBG funds for
affordable housing. The HOME and CDBG funds will be used to rehabilitate existing housing units and
the ESG funds will be allocated to rental assistance for the homeless and households at risk of
homelessness. Low Income Housing Tax Credits will be used for rental housing, both new and rehab of
existing units. The special-needs population will be served through the rehabilitation of existing
structures for rental housing. Rental assistance will also be available through HUD Section 8 Vouchers
which are administered by Belmont Housing Resources of Western New York. It is anticiapted that there
will be an increase in rental assistance through the ESG grant due to pandemic eviction moratoriums
ending at the end of PY 2021.

One Year Goals for the Number of Households to be Supported
Homeless

Non-Homeless

Special-Needs

Total

Table 59 - One Year Goals for Affordable Housing by Support Requirement

O O O o

One Year Goals for the Number of Households Supported Through
Rental Assistance

The Production of New Units
Rehab of Existing Units
Acquisition of Existing Units
Total

Table 60 - One Year Goals for Affordable Housing by Support Type

O O O o o
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Discussion

Note that the “rental assistance” figure above reflects the annual goal for homeless persons
participating in the Rapid Rehousing Prevention and Stabilization Program.

There is a great need for affordable housing in the Consortium communities. The following financial

assistance will be available to low-income households in the Consortium:

e Zero interest deferred loans to homeowners to rehabilitate their homes.
e 55,000 grant to mobile owners to rehabilitate their mobile home.

e Grants to individuals with a disability that need alterations to their structures to make it
accessible.

Financial assistance to landlords to rehabilitate rental property for low-income households

The production of new units will include two new single-family homes constructed in the City of
Lackawanna for low-income families with the use of HOME CHDO funds.
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AP-60 Public Housing - 91.420, 91.220(h)

Introduction

There are two public housing authorities within the Erie County Consortium; the Lackawanna Municipal
Housing Authority (LMHA) and the Tonawanda Housing Authority (THA). The LMHA operates three
federally-funded housing developments in the City of Lackawanna. The developments have a total of
490 units: 396 for families and 94 for senior citizens. There is a total of 264 units within the THA; 211 for
families and 42 for senior citizens. It is important to note that the THA is state-funded rather than
federally funded.

Actions planned during the next year to address the needs to public housing

The Lackawanna Municipal Housing Authority (LMHA) has two Educational Resource Centers and a
Wellness Center on site. Various programs are offered including Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, children's
holiday parties and educational classes.

In an effort to improve the safety of the Baker Homes and Glover Gardens the LMHA continues to use
cameras across from both developments, providing increased security for the residents.

LMHA continues to try and work with different programs to provide service to our residents. For the
kids during the winter the LMHA partnered with the YMCA for the “Y On The Fly” program aimed to help
youth of all ages to stay active and engaged in mind, body and spirit. The “Y On The Fly” program
provided healthy meals, educational enrichment and physical activities, games and more. The LMHA is
looking to continue the program throughout the year. The LMHA is also works with other organizations
to provide more activities for the children to stay active during the summer months. The LMHA has
partnered with the Veggie Van to have fresh vegetables brought in for the residents to pick out. The
LMHA works with the Lackawanna Sports Club to also hold a sports program in August for the children
of the developments.

1. LMHA continues to address the physical needs of its properties with many updates over recent
years. LMHA has put up a 3 bay storage bin to house salt and a new front loader for snow
removal. The LMHA has put in new furnaces at the Glover Gardens Development. The LMHA
has updated the elevators at the Parkview Towers. The LMHA also continues to paint, install
new flooring, update kitchens and update bathrooms in apartments as needed throughout the
year.

2. The LMHA installed new ADA compliant playground equipment at Jeffrey Taggart Playground,
and will be installing a splash pad this spring.

THA implemented subsidized housing via a NYS award of 125 Project Based Vouchers. THA has remained
unsubsidized since it opened in 1942. THA has begun a property rehab that will include a brand new

Senior Living Building (54 units) as the first phase of our project. Phase 2 is to rehabilitate all apartments
on the property over the next 3-5 years. After the existing Senior Housing Buildings are demolished, THA
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is proposing 6-8 wheelchair accessible 2/3 bedroom units in that space. In 2024, 23 buildings in the Colin
Kelly project will get new roofs as part of the rehab of those units. For 2024 the goal is to continue to
stabilize the buildings while we work toward the gut rehab of all apartments.

THA is in the early stages of a redevelopment project with the intent of rehabbing all units and adding
some Senior capacity as well as full ADA compliant units. THA continues our redevelopment process
with the support of State, County and City Government and is hopeful for a 2025 start to construction.

Actions to encourage public housing residents to become more involved in management and
participate in homeownership

Within the Lackawanna Municipal Housing Authority (LMHA), the interests of tenants in management
are met through three current tenant members who sit on the Authority Board. The Lackawanna
Municipal Housing Authority has 3 tenant council boards for each development.

THA has very active Tenant Representatives who schedule community events throughout the year.
Board Meetings are held in person and with a virtual link. THA utilizes mailbox flyers for all THA
initiatives in an attempt to get our messages out to all. Since 2022, THA also utilizes “text alert” cell
phone notifications to all tenants who have subscribed when there are urgent issues on property such as
power or water outages, construction on property etc.

Installation of two Food Pantry / Little libraries continue to be managed by the tenants in cooperation
with the City of Tonawanda School District. They have a class of kids that 1-2 per week come and stock
the pantry with food they have collected. Continue to hold events like Easter Egg Hunt, Fire Safety Day
where the fire department brings a fire truck to the property and we do a bicycle registration in
conjunction with the Police department, Halloween party. Our website contains links to the School
District and City Hall for services needed by residents. Community outreach continues as we have City of
Tonawanda officials attending the THA Board Meetings and make themselves available to solve
problems and answer questions. THA is working toward a partnership with an internet provided for
future construction so that internet is “included” when an apartment is rented.

If the PHA is designated as troubled, describe the manner in which financial assistance will be
provided or other assistance

THA is taking steps to address its fiscal viability by implementing PBV’s and Section 8 vouchers for the
first time in its history. This change significantly improves our ability to maintain the property. Also, as
we move into Tax Credit funding programs for construction, this change is vital to the investment
community for support to our project conversion. At THA’s most recent Audit, it was noted that THA has
achieved its fiscal Budget and provided more Operating Revenue that any year in the last 7-10 years.
THA will continue to use NYS Grant Money to prepare for reconstruction by ensuring all apartments are
in excellent shape prior to rehab in 2026 / 2027. In 2025 THA will add on line applications and rent
payment options.
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Discussion

LMHA currently has a waitlist of 150-200 people.

Application flow is strong and our vacancy hovers at 95%. Currently there are over 70 applicants on our
Wait Lists. In 2024 THA will implement an updated website (currently www.tonha.org) that allows for
online applications, online rent payments as we continue to move forward in brick and mortar
improvements, support systems are also being addressed to make what we do easier for those needing
our services.
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AP-65 Homeless and Other Special Needs Activities - 91.420, 91.220(i)

Introduction

The County, through its Department of Social Services, provides services to individuals and families that
are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. Caseworkers/examiners in the Homeless Unit are
dedicated to assisting homeless persons with securing permanent housing as part of the Department’s
emergency services. The caseworkers assess the individual or family’s needs and develop an
independent living plan that includes housing and other supportive housing services required by
homeless individuals and families to live independently, within the guidelines and requirements of NYS
Regulation and Law.

The Department of Environment and Planning provides housing relocation and stabilization services to
individuals and families that are homeless or at-risk of becoming homeless. Case managers provide
individualized services to facilitate housing stability for program participants who are seeking
permanent

housing or at-risk of losing permanent housing.

Describe the jurisdictions one-year goals and actions for reducing and ending homelessness
including

Reaching out to homeless persons (especially unsheltered persons) and assessing their
individual needs

The District is funded to provide Family Centered Services to families experiencing homelessness in an
effort to obtain and maintain permanent housing. It is expected that the team will be in place during
the first quarter of 2025 to assist families primarily sheltered at local motels.

Reaching out to homeless persons (especially unsheltered persons) and assessing their individual
needs

The Department of Social Services is working with current and potential shelter providers to increase the
availability of shelters and improve the services provided. 2025 will be the third year of the required
OTDA shelter certifications. The certification requirement has shed light on new and old shelter
concerns. Learning from 2023 and 2024, DSS will continue to adjust service provision and staffing to
best support our clients.

DSS will continue to offer the Rental Supplement Program to eligible homeless and at -risk of
homelessness clients. The program, while limited to clients receiving services will help a total of about
270 households obtain or maintain permanent housing.
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CoC homeless outreach teams search for unsheltered persons in Erie County. Erie County provides
funding for Code Blue, the local winter shelter. Code Blue staff drive around to make sure people who
are on the street or place not meant for human habitation to relocate to code blue shelters. The CoC
also has multiple coordinated entry locations throughout Erie County to ensure access to services for
homeless families and individuals.

Erie County Department of Social Services will continue to support programs that help homeless
persons, especially unsheltered persons and including the chronically homeless individuals and families,
families with children, veterans and their families and unaccompanied youth. The programs include the
Emergency Assistance to Adults, Emergency Assistance to Needy Families with Children and Emergency
Safety Net Assistance. The programs provide financial assistance for shelter arrears, security
agreements, water shutoff restore, heating equipment repair and replacement, home repairs, moving
expenses and storage cost for furniture and personal belongings. These services will help homeless
persons make the transition to permanent housing and independent living.

The Erie County Department of Mental Health contracts with Endeavor Health Services and Best Self to
fund outreach teams that can do street, hospital and shelter outreach for the homeless population
which helps them get referred to housing. The teams are also able to provide temporary diagnosis
information in order to help clients get the correct level of care in which they need.

Addressing the emergency shelter and transitional housing needs of homeless persons

To address the needs of homeless persons needing emergency shelter and transitional housing the
County will continue to provide emergency shelter that serve homeless persons in Erie County. The Erie
County Department of Social Services will continue to assist clients through organizations that operate
emergency shelters and transitional housing through shelter allowances for the homeless clients. The
Department of Social Services contracts with 211 of WNY so individuals seeking emergency shelter have
24-hour access to services. As a result, there are no unsheltered families in Erie County. Emergency
Shelters and Transitional Housing programs are using Coordinated Assessment system that the CoC
developed to prioritize clients who are most in need and ensure clients are referred to the right program
with the right level of care.

Helping homeless persons (especially chronically homeless individuals and families, families
with children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth) make the transition to
permanent housing and independent living, including shortening the period of time that
individuals and families experience homelessness, facilitating access for homeless individuals
and families to affordable housing units, and preventing individuals and families who were
recently homeless from becoming homeless again

The County will continue to use federal funds received under the Emergency Solutions Grant Program
for a Rapid Re-housing and Homelessness Prevention Program. The Program prevents individuals and
families at risk of becoming homeless from becoming homeless and shortens the shelter stay for
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homeless individuals and families. The Program provides relocation and stabilization services to
individuals and families that are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. These services help
homeless individuals and families make the transition from living in a shelter to permanent affordable
housing. In order to stabilize program participants and prevent program participants from becoming
homeless again, program participants are required to work with a case worker while receiving program
services.

The Erie County Department of Mental Health prioritizes individuals that are chronically homeless and
have a mental health disability for their permanent supportive housing beds. Both the ECDMH and
Environment and Planning are using the Coordinated Assessment system that the CoC developed to
prioritize clients who are most in need. Once a client is referred to a housing slot bed, they are able to
work on goals that help them both assimilate to and achieve the transition from homelessness to more
permanent housing lifestyle.

Helping low-income individuals and families avoid becoming homeless, especially extremely
low-income individuals and families and those who are: being discharged from publicly
funded institutions and systems of care (such as health care facilities, mental health facilities,
foster care and other youth facilities, and corrections programs and institutions); or, receiving
assistance from public or private agencies that address housing, health, social services,
employment, education, or youth needs.

The County works with publicly funded institutions and systems of care such as healthcare facilities,
mental health facilities, foster care and other youth facilities and corrections programs and institutions
to ensure that low-income, especially extremely low-income individuals and families being discharged
have housing and services required to avoid homelessness. If discharge services, including housing, are
not provided by the publicly funded institutions, the Department of Social Services provides Rental
Assistance in the form of Security Agreements and Back Rent payments, to eligible households using
County funding. If DSS is not able to assist, the Department of Environment & Planning provides housing
relocation, stabilization services and rental assistance to eligible individuals and families in order to
prevent the individuals or families from becoming homeless.

The County relies upon Project Blue, an initiative partnering with community providers to reduce Erie
County Holding Center recidivism through housing assistance, pre-and post-release support, peer
mentoring, cognitive behavioral therapy, and off-site substance abuse and mental health treatment, job
training, and education. Service Link Stop is a program through the County’s Mental Health Department
that provides a central referral location for connecting people leaving Erie County Holding Center with
housing services, mental health services, and other wrap-around services. Currently Project Blue and
the Service Link Stop remain active programs and are supported in part by Erie County.
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Discussion

The Erie County Department of Mental Health Adult Single Point of Access (SPOA) for Housing has
continued to coordinate services with various housing service providers in Western New York. This
collaboration facilitates the placement of high need individuals into over 1800 slots of different tiers of
mental health residential services including supervised community residences, treatment apartments,
single room occupancy facilities, and permanent supportive housing. The Adult SPOA for Housing
received 2,226 referrals for housing in 2024, an increase of 12.2% from 2023. This reflects the very high
demand for such services in the community.

In order to serve high utilizers of hospital services, the Erie County Department of Mental Health
collaborates with the Buffalo Psychiatric Center, Erie County Medical Center, and BryLin to facilitate
discharges and system flow. This includes:

e weekly planning and case conferencing with the Buffalo Psychiatric Center and residential
providers of every pending discharge to housing in order to help place individuals in the correct
level of care and with successful treatment plans.

e Monthly case conferencing with ECMC CPEP to discern how to best serve high utilizers of CPEP

e Bimonthly meetings with care coordination providers in the community to discuss complicated
cases

e Ad-hoc technical assistance when requested

The County has created specific resources to facilitate mental health system movement. This includes a
set-aside supportive program for people who have been at the Buffalo Psychiatric Center for more than
six months (65 beds operated by Spectrum Human Services), as well as 58 additional beds for those
leaving BPC residences or for whom leaving a different residential setting would open a spot for
someone from BPC (27 beds operated by Spectrum Human Services, 31 by Living Opportunities of
DePaul). The County also coordinates services with a New York State Office of Mental Health housing
project meant to facilitate the housing of people discharged from ECMC CPEP to facilitate their recovery
(19 beds with Spectrum Human Services).

SPOA collaborates with the Continuum of Care Coordinated Entry process to facilitate housing
placements of the highest need clients into ECDMH’s HUD-funded housing (527 beds) and into other
housing, including Empire State Supportive Housing Initiative beds for those with serious mental illness.
The SPOA participates in the Continuum of Care’s Veteran By-Name list meeting as it has a 40-bed
program included in the HUD-funded programs that typically serves higher than capacity.

The Erie County Department of Mental Health leads a county-wide taskforce to create more beds that
serve people with substance use disorder, which resulted in the County funding a twelve-bed
transitional housing pilot project (operated by Evergreen Health Services, completed in 2024) and
information sharing across agencies to facilitate the development of ESSHI programs.
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AP-75 Barriers to affordable housing - 91.420, 91.220(j)

Introduction

The County continues to address barriers of providing affordable housing for low and very low-income
households in the Consortium communities. An Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice study
was completed in completed in February of 2020. Barriers identified in the study include making housing
affordable include public policies, limited resources and access. An Analysis of Impediments to Fair
Housing Choice study for 2025 is nearing completion.

Actions it planned to remove or ameliorate the negative effects of public policies that serve
as barriers to affordable housing such as land use controls, tax policies affecting land, zoning
ordinances, building codes, fees and charges, growth limitations, and policies affecting the
return on residential investment

The Erie County Consortium through the Erie County Department of Environment and Planning will
continue to affirmatively further fair housing. In 2022, the County sent out mailings and informational
materials about the local Fair Housing Law to local leaders and housing providers as part of the County’s
continued education and marketing to affirmatively further fair housing. In 2023, Erie County will
incorporate barriers noted in the recent (Al) to Fair Housing report, which will be completed in February
of 2025 and work with Consortium Municipalities in addressing those barriers and work towards limiting
them.

With the goal of strengthening fair housing enforcement activities throughout Erie County, the County
will continue to serve on the Erie County Fair Housing Partnership board. In collaboration with the
Partnership, Erie County adopted a local fair housing law in 2018.

Erie County DEP will continue to implement its Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) policy for affordable
housing development by reviewing PILOT applications and assisting with the application approval
process. PILOT agreements make affordable housing development and management feasible by
allowing for a reduced payment, in lieu of paying the full taxes, when the units will be occupied by low
and very low-income tenants and will remain affordable throughout the terms of the PILOT agreement.

Discussion
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AP-85 Other Actions - 91.420, 91.220(k)

Introduction

Contingency Provision — It should be noted that any increase or decrease in funding to match actual

allocation amounts will be applied to one or more specific activities indicated below.
a) CDBG Program

(2) Increase:

e Twenty percent of any increase will be applied to planning and administration.

e The balance will be applied to the Unprogrammed community projects listed in the order shown
below:

1) V. Depew- $150,000- Sidewalk Replacement

2) T. Evans— $150,000- Wendt Park Improvements

3) T. Holland- $150,000— Water Pump House Improvements

4) V. Lancaster- $150,000- Pleasant Avenue Sewer Improvements

5) V. North Collins- $150,000- Walnut, Kimble, Gurney Waterline Replacement

6) T. Orchard Park- $49,898- Senior Van Purchase

(2) Decrease:
e Twenty percent of any decrease will be applied to the planning and administration project.
The balance of any decrease will be applied to the CD Consortium Housing Rehab Program
e Targeted, Developing, Rural.

b) HOME Investment Partnership
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(1) Increase:

e Ten percent of any increase will be applied to the HOME Administration project.
e Fifteen percent will be applied to the Community Housing Development Opportunity set aside.

e The balance will be applied to the HOME Housing Rehab Consortium project.

(2) Decrease:

e Ten percent will be applied to the HOME Administration project.
e Fifteen percent will be applied to the Community Housing Development Opportunity set aside.

e The balance will be applied to the HOME Housing Rehab Consortium project.
c) Emergency Solutions Grant Program (ESG)

(2) Increase:

e 7.5 percent will be applied to the ESG Administration project.
e The balance will be applied to each remaining ESG project listed in section AP-35 of the Erie

County Action Plan, with the increase for each reflecting the same percentage of the overall ESG
allocation.

(2) Decrease:

e 7.5 percent will be applied to the ESG Administration project.

The balance will be applied to each remaining ESG project listed in section AP-35 of the Erie County
Action Plan, with the decrease for each reflecting the same percentage of the overall ESG allocation.

Actions planned to address obstacles to meeting underserved needs

The 5 year strategic plan clearly notes the need for additional rental housing for low and moderate
income households within the Consortium. New in 2021 was the "Live Well Erie" document which is a
health and human services action plan for Erie County government based on the idea that it is
unacceptable for a newly revitalized Western New York to leave behind significant portions of our
community when we can effect positive change in their lives.

1. Assuch, the plan outlines specific measures that Erie County government will undertake to
improve the quality of life for residents in need. In 2024 "Live Well Erie" initiatives were
implemented that included the creation of new units of affordable housing.

2. An"Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice" study will be completed in February of
2025. The study serves as the basis for fair housing planning in Erie County.
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Actions planned to foster and maintain affordable housing
1. The Erie County Housing Policy and Procedures Manual was updated in the 2024 program year.
Key changes will include adjusting the maximum home value amounts for CDBG and HOME
housing rehab cases. Updated numbers from HUD for the Erie County SMA area will be utilized.

Actions planned to reduce lead-based paint hazards

NYS Lead Based Paint Prevention Program — “Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program ”

This is a core program funded by the State for identification and mitigation of lead hazards associated
with elevated blood lead levels and primary prevention activities to assist families with young children
to avoid exposure to lead hazards. This is the second year a 5-year contract which is funded annually for
$1.1 million per year.

Elevated blood levels (EBL) in children is the most critical issue in dealing with lead-based paint. The
State requires the Erie County Department of Health to respond to all cases with elevated blood levels.

This involves home environmental inspections, case management with a nurse, and follow-up referral to
primary care physicians.

The program also collaborates with local Section 8 Housing providers and other community partners to

make proactive inspections and assist property owners in maintaining lead-safe units. The program
provides lead safe work practices classes and paint kits to participating owners.

Erie County Window Replacement Program

Erie County received an award of $350,000 from the New York State Attorney General’s Office for a
Window Replacement Program to address energy efficiency and potential lead hazards. The program is
available County-wide for homeowners and also for rental properties. Occupants of treated units must
be low income. Homeowners may have a required contribution depending on income. Program began in
2024.

LEADSAFE Erie County Lead Hazard Reduction Program

This program is funded through HUD. The current grant of $5 million continues through 2024.
LeadSAFE’s primary goal is to prevent lead poisoning via improvements to owner-occupied and rental
housing. Homeowners must make a contribution towards the cost of mitigating lead-based paint
hazards. Although they may have to pay up to a maximum of 12% to the total hazard control cost, in
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most instances the cost is $150-5250. On average, about 75 units per year are assisted under this
program. Although the program is available County-wide, about 75-80% of the grants are made to
homeowners within high-risk ZIP code areas. Homeowners and/or tenants must have an income which
is below 80% of area median income and have at least one child under age 6 living in the unit.

The County also received a supplemental grant from HUD for $600,000, which can be used for needed
non-LBP hazard mitigation such as a new furnace, moisture control, etc.

“NEW” - Leading in Lead Prevention Pilot Program

The Erie County Health Department anticipates an award of grant funds in 2024 from NYS Housing Trust
Fund Corporation to implement this pilot program. Similar in scope to the HUD Lead Hazard Grant, this
program will focus strictly on multiple dwelling (2+ units) rental properties built before 1980 in identified
communities of concern. The goal is to target 125 units over two years, a maximum not-to-exceed
amount of $35,000 per unit.

Actions planned to reduce the number of poverty-level families

As identified in the Initiatives for a Stronger Community and Live Well Erie plans, Erie County will
increase financial security and reduce poverty by supporting access to affordable housing. The following
actions are being employed to reduce the number of poverty-level families in Erie County:

LEAD REMEDIATION HOUSING REHAB PROGRAM: This program was funded in the 2024 PY with 7 cases
being completed. The program will continue to be funded in the 2025 PY.

AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING INCENTIVE PROGRAM: Approximately $181,100 in HOME funds will be
set aside in 2025. These dollars serve as a source of local matching money and help to leverage millions
more. Nonprofit developers will use this money when applying for state and federal affordable housing
dollars, making their projects more competitive. Priority will be given to family rental housing.

ERIE COUNTY FAIR HOUSING LAW: In 2018 the ECDEP and Department of Law completed a new
Countywide Fair Housing Law. The law was passed in May of 2018 and ECDEP is administering the
implementation of the law. Housing discrimination due to many factors ranging from lawful source of
income to family type are important components of the law. Access to fair housing opportunities is a

critical need for families struggling to eliminate all constraints to their financial security.
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Actions planned to develop institutional structure

1. The 2025 Program Year will mark the second year of a new 3 year cycle wherein all 37 members
of the HOME Consortium have an approved three year renewable agreement with Erie County.

2. The continued reasonableness of the existing percentage allocation formula for distribution of
CDBG funds among housing, community revitalization, and economic development will be
reviewed as the 2024 program year progresses.

3. In August of 2023 a new 3 year cycle was approved by HUD.

4. Inthe 2026 Program Year Erie County will re-certify all 34 municipal members of the Consortium
for another 3 year period.

Actions planned to enhance coordination between public and private housing and social
service agencies

Erie County will expand the current CDBG Coordinating Committee to insure better representation by
social service agencies. An evaluation of the Housing Working Group formed as part of the One Region
Forward initiative will occur. This membership roster will provide a

1. useful resource for additional representation on the coordinating committee from public and
private housing groups.

2. Erie County is preparing a comprehensive blueprint for carrying out human service programs.
The CDBG grant and resources available through it will be incorporated into the document. This
will aid in ongoing coordination between CDBG and DSS activities.

Discussion
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Program Specific Requirements
AP-90 Program Specific Requirements - 91.420, 91.220(1)(1,2,4)

Introduction

The CDBG Program will continue to generally utilize the fund distribution policy established by the
Consortium in prior years (i.e. 27% Community Revitalization, 27% Housing, and 27% Economic
Development). HOME Funds will be used for Homeowner Rehab, new construction of affordable
housing and very minimal Homebuyer programs. Emergency Shelter activities will remain focused on
rapid rehousing and homeless prevention efforts.

Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG)
Reference 24 CFR 91.220(l)(1)
Projects planned with all CDBG funds expected to be available during the year are identified in the
Projects Table. The following identifies program income that is available for use that is included in
projects to be carried out.

1. The total amount of program income that will have been received before the start of the next
program year and that has not yet been reprogrammed

2. The amount of proceeds from section 108 loan guarantees that will be used during the year to
address the priority needs and specific objectives identified in the grantee's strategic plan.

3. The amount of surplus funds from urban renewal settlements

4. The amount of any grant funds returned to the line of credit for which the planned use has not
been included in a prior statement or plan

5. The amount of income from float-funded activities

Total Program Income:

Other CDBG Requirements

1. The amount of urgent need activities

2. The estimated percentage of CDBG funds that will be used for activities that benefit
persons of low and moderate income.Overall Benefit - A consecutive period of one,
two or three years may be used to determine that a minimum overall benefit of 70%
of CDBG funds is used to benefit persons of low and moderate income. Specify the

years covered that include this Annual Action Plan. 0.00%
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HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME)

Reference 24 CFR 91.220(1)(2)
1. Adescription of other forms of investment being used beyond those identified in Section 92.205 is
as follows:

Erie County will use HOME funds as specified in section 92.205. This primarily includes grants, and
non-interest bearing loans. No other forms of HOME investment will be utilized in 2024 Program
Year.

2. A description of the guidelines that will be used for resale or recapture of HOME funds when used
for homebuyer activities as required in 92.254, is as follows:

See attached HOME Recapture Guidelines below (attached).

3. A description of the guidelines for resale or recapture that ensures the affordability of units acquired
with HOME funds? See 24 CFR 92.254(a)(4) are as follows:

Reference should be made to the HOME fund recapture policy noted in the response to AP90(2)
above.

4. Plans for using HOME funds to refinance existing debt secured by multifamily housing that is
rehabilitated with HOME funds along with a description of the refinancing guidelines required that
will be used under 24 CFR 92.206(b), are as follows:

HOME funds will not be used to refinance existing loans, thus this Section is not applicable to the
Erie County Action Plan.

5. If applicable to a planned HOME TBRA activity, a description of the preference for persons with
special needs or disabilities. (See 24 CFR 92.209(c)(2)(i) and CFR 91.220(1)(2)(vii)).
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6. If applicable to a planned HOME TBRA activity, a description of how the preference for a specific
category of individuals with disabilities (e.g. persons with HIV/AIDS or chronic mental illness) will
narrow the gap in benefits and the preference is needed to narrow the gap in benefits and services
received by such persons. (See 24 CFR 92.209(c)(2)(ii) and 91.220(1)(2)(vii)).

7. If applicable, a description of any preference or limitation for rental housing projects. (See 24 CFR
92.253(d)(3) and CFR 91.220(1)(2)(vii)). Note: Preferences cannot be administered in a manner that
limits the opportunities of persons on any basis prohibited by the laws listed under 24 CFR 5.105(a).

Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)
Reference 91.220(1)(4)

1. Include written standards for providing ESG assistance (may include as attachment)

2. If the Continuum of Care has established centralized or coordinated assessment system that
meets HUD requirements, describe that centralized or coordinated assessment system.

The Buffalo, Niagara Falls, Niagara and Erie County CoC developed and launched a Coordinated
Assessment System in 2015, now the Buffalo/Niagara Falls, Erie, Niagara, Genesee, Orleans and
Wyoming CoC. All HUD funded agencies, including CoC and ESG, are using the assessment system.
Clients can access Coordinated Entry through coordinated entry hubs, shelters, street outreach
teams or community partners, e.g. hospital discharge planner.

The system uses a set of coordinated entry assessment tools (Vulnerability Index and Service

Prioritization Decision Assistance Tool developed by OrdCode) across the entire CoC to triage clients
and prioritized those who are most in need. The Homeless Management Information System (HMIS)
is used by the CoC to manage coordinated entry priority list.

The coordinated assessment tool is used to determine a potential program participant’s eligibility
for assistance for Rapid Re-housing (RRH) or Homelessness Prevention (HP). The coordinated
assessment tool is available in HMIS, and all ESG program staff has been trained in HMIS and using
the coordinated assessment tool or taking referrals through HMIS.
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3. Identify the process for making sub-awards and describe how the ESG allocation available to
private nonprofit organizations (including community and faith-based organizations).

The County allocates ESG funds it receives from HUD through a Request for Proposal (RFP) process.
Erie County issued an RFP in August, 2017 for HMIS services and Housing Relocation and
Stabilization Services. The ESG RFP was advertised in the legal notices section of a local newspaper
and a minority-owned newspaper. Not for profit organizations that provide services to persons that
are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless were notified. The RFP included the ESG Program'’s
requirements and an Erie County ESG Proposal Guide. Agencies interested in receiving ESG funds
from the County’s allocation were invited to an informational meeting that explained the Program
requirements and the RFP process. Applications received by the County for ESG funds were
reviewed by a committee. One proposal was received for HMIS services and six proposals were
received for Housing Relocation and Stabilization Services. The committee considered the following
factors when scoring proposals: quality of work with existing nonprofits; expertise; and, expenditure
performance. The proposals were ranked and recommendations were made on which agencies to
fund.

4. If the jurisdiction is unable to meet the homeless participation requirement in 24 CFR
576.405(a), the jurisdiction must specify its plan for reaching out to and consulting with
homeless or formerly homeless individuals in considering policies and funding decisions
regarding facilities and services funded under ESG.

The County shall accomplish this requirement by working closely with the Subrecipient contracted
to provide ESG services. This nonprofit has formerly homeless individuals on staff who will be
consulted and will provide input as we update the policies & procedures for the program.

6. Describe performance standards for evaluating ESG.

The following performance standards for Rapid Rehousing (RRH) and Homeless Prevention (HP)
were developed after meeting with Buffalo, Niagara Falls, Erie and Niagara County CoC:

e 80% exit to permanent housing situation 54% or more of adult participants will have income from
sources other than employment 40% or more of adult participants will increase income from
sources other than employment 56% or more of all participants have mainstream (non-cash)
benefits at exit from program 20% or more of adult participants have employment income 20% or
more of adult participants increase employment income less than 30 days from program entry to
move into permanent housing. At least 85% of the households that exited a rapid rehousing
program to permanent housing should not become homeless again within a year
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ESG- Standards- 1
A. Introduction

Erie County will continue to provide assistance to individuals and families that are homeless or at risk of
becoming homeless through the use of Federal funds received by the County under the Emergency
Solutions Grant Program (ESG). The County will continue to provide permanent housing to individuals
and families that meet HUD definition of homeless and to very low income families at risk of becoming
homeless.

The Program will consist of both the Rapid Re-housing and Homelessness Prevention components of the
ESG Program. Housing relocation and stabilization services as well as financial assistance will be
available to program participants. The County will contract with not-for-profit agencies that serve the
homeless population to implement the Program and oversee the HMIS component of the program.
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County CDBG Consortium, the County will also recruit program participants from designated homeless
shelters in Buffalo, New York.

Individuals or family who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence,

(i) Has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not meant for human
habitation;
(ii) Is living in a publicly or privately operated shelter designated to provide temporary living

arrangements (including congregate shelter, transitional housing, and hotels and motels paid for by
charitable organizations or by federal, state and local government programs); or

(iii) Is exiting an institution where (s)he has resided for 90 days or less and who resided in an
emergency shelter or place not meant for human habitation immediately before entering that
institution.

Fleeing/Attempting to flee domestic violence and the individual or family meet the above requirements.
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ESG- Standards-3
Coordinating Services

Coardination services among other providers

Subrecipient staff participating in the County ESG Program will be required to become familiar with
other agencies that provide services under the Buffalo/Erie County Continuum of Care (CoC) and make
referrals when necessary. At intake, staff will be required to use the Coe common assessment tool to
record program participant's personal data. The common assessment tool information will be recorded
in the HMIS database which can be shared with other agencies that are part of the ESG Program. Staff
will use the HMIS to refer program participants to other agencies that provide homeless assistance
services. Staff will also accept referrals from other agencies that are part of the Coe.

The County will notify other homeless assistance providers of the services that will be available through
the Erie County ESG Program. Subrecipient staff will be required to work directly with emergency shelter
providers for referral for the Rapid Re-housing component of the Program. Staff will be on site at
emergency shelters to interview potential program participants.

Mainstream Service and Housing Providers

The County, along with the Homeless Alliance of Western New York and Subrecipients for the County
ESG Program, will meet with other mainstream service and housing providers to coordinate and
integrate to the maximum extent practicable ESG funded activities. The County does not want to use
ESG funds to duplicate activities that are already funded by the County or other agencies. The
Subrecipient will be required to use the services of other mainstream service and housing providers
when providing assistance to clients.
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ESG- Standards-4
Prioritizing Individuals and Families for Assistance

Based on the housing needs of the homeless population in Erie County which is documented in the
Buffalo/ Erie County Continuum of Care and overseen by the Homeless Alliance of Western New York,
the County ESG program will continue to coordinate with the CoC to ensure that the needs of the
homeless population in Erie County are met. Erie County's program will continue to prioritize individuals
and families who resided in the CDBG consortium prior to entering a shelter. Priority Is given to clients
that have the longest homeless history and score higher on the Coordinated Entry Assessment.

Rapid Re-housing

The County, Homeless Alliance of WNY and service providers for the homeless developed a list of
barriers to obtaining and retaining housing to prioritize individuals and families that will receive
assistance under the Rapid Re-housing component of the County ESG Program. Potential participants
must meet HUD homeless definition.

Homelessness Prevention

The County, Homeless Alliance of WNY and service providers for the homeless developed a list of
barriers to obtaining housing and retaining housing in order to prioritize individuals and families that will
receive assistance under the Homelessness Prevention component of the County ESG Program.
Potential participants must reside in the Erie County CDBG Consortium and meet HUD homelessness
definition, must have an income less than 30% of the area median income, and must have at least 3
other barriers to obtaining housing and at least 3 barriers {other than economic) to retaining housing.

Participant Share for Rent and Utilities Costs

Upon entering the program, staff will ensure the rent is reasonable and will immediately start working
with the program participant to obtain or confirm a source of income. The Case Manager will work to
develop an individualized plan for each program participant to become stably housed. The plan will
include a schedule for the participant to pay a portion of their rent and utilities, typically starting at 0%-
30% and gradually increasing until the participant is paying the full amount of rent and utilities. Program
participants will pay their share directly to the landlord and utility provider. The duration of assistance
will depend on the household with a goal of 6 months of assistance and will not exceed 24 months.
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Attachments

Citizen Participation Comments
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2025-2029 Five Year Consolidated Plan

Citizen Participation Appendix

Citizen Participation Meetings/Hearings
Erie County Language Assistance Plan

Community Development Needs Meeting
and Survey Responses

CDBG Stakeholder Forums

Erie County Urban Consortium /

Town of Hamburg
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Citizen Participation Meetings/
Public Hearings
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CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PROCESS

20252026 ERIE COUNTY COBG URBAN COMSORTILM

SPOMEOR DATE TIME LOCATION
ERIE COUINTY-

CONSORTILM-WIDE 916 2024 F:00 P TOWMN OF HAMBURG

CITIZEN FORLIBAS: 9197 0x4 T b WILLAGE OF DEPEW
9182024 B3P, M CITY OF LACKAWAMNA
915/ 024 T P WILLAGE OF NO®TH COLLING
MALINICHRAL HEARINGE:
LACKAWANNA, . 102170034 9:30 A CITY FALL COUMCIL CHAMBERS
TOMAWANDAC, 10/25/2034 5:00 Pkl COUNCIL CHAMBERS
WLOEM, T. 10770k TS P TOWH HaLL
ALDEM, V. 1082034 B35 M VILLAGE HALL
AUIRORS, T. 10152024 T B ALRORA WURICIPAL CENTER MEDETING BOO0M
EAST AURCEA, ¥, 1072034 7.00 ML VILLAGE HALL
BOETON, T 0162024 TA0 P TOWH HLL
BRANT, T, 9102034 730 P TOWH HALL
FARRHAM, V. Branfaozd T P WILLAGE HALL
CLAREMCE, T, 1162034 10215 A, M, TOWN HALL
COLDEM, T. 107372024 F:00 P TOWWH HALL
COALINS, T, 104213024 730 P TEWH HALL
GOWANDA, V. 1078/ 2024 oS PR VILLAGE HALL
CONCORD, T, 1004 615 P TOWH HALL
SPRINGVILLE, . 104772024 F00 PR VILLAGE MUNICIPAL BUILDING
EDEM, T 102372004 T-15 P TOWH HALL
ELMA, T 97182024 FO0 P TERWH HaLL
EVANS, T, 102/ 024 TGP TOAWH HALL
ANGOLE, V- 104213034 B0 PUWL WILLAGE HALL
GRAND ISLAKD, T 10210004 00 b TOWH HALL
HOLLAND, T. 1052034 Fo00 P TOWH HALL
LANCASTER, T. 1070 T05 P TOWHE HALL
LAMCASTER, ¥, 10/28,/2024 TAS P WILLAGE HALL
DEPEW, ¥ 10/14/3034 00 P WILLAGE HALL
RAASILLE, T 104223034 700 B TOWH HALL
MEWSTEAL, T. EOFERpI L T15 P TOWH HaLL
AKROM, V. 1072034 T.00 M VILLAGE HALL
MOETH COLLING, T. 052024 TP TORWH HLL
NORTH COLLIM, W, 10/15/2034 B30 P M VILLAGE MUNICIPAL OFFICE
ORCHARD BARE, T. 11162024 00 L MAURICIPAL CTR-BOAED BO0M
ORCHARD FARE, V. 0232034 7:00 P, MLBICIFAL CTR,
SARDIMIA, T 11143004 B0 P TOWH HaLL
WALES, T. 0102034 F:00 P ML COMMUNITY CENTER
WEST SENECA, T 10477024 o0 P TEWWN HALL-COUST
HAMSELIRG, T, 07162034 700 P M TOWH HALL- LOBEY
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COBG Citizen Participation Meeting Motes
September 16, 2024 = Town of Hamburg
September 17, 2024 - Village of Depew

September 18, 2024 — City of Lackawanna

September 19, 2024 —Village of North Collins

Pullic Meeting Notifications:
Buffalo News — September &, 2024
Buffalo Criterion — September 7, 2024
County of Erie Website — September 6, 2024

CDBG Public Hearings = 2025 Action Plan
lanuary 21, 2025 - City of Lackawanna
lanuary 21, 2025 Conference Call — Rath Building
January 22, 2025 — Town of Hamburg
January 23, 2025 = City of Tonawanda

Action Plan Meeting Motifications:
Buffale News — lanuary 10, 2025

County of Erie Website — January 10, 2025
Buffabo Criterion = lanuary 11, 2025

1. Housing Needs:

&) Questions regarding the County's owner-occupied rehab programs were asked: annual rent
increases, income limits, waiting list and what repairs are eligible under the program.

b} Meed for increased funding for housing rehabilitation programs.

)} Questions regarding the eligibility for the various county affordable housing programs — owner-
occupied, handicapped accessibility, and rental rehab.

2. Human Service Needs:

a) Questions regarding homeless programs available in Erie County to assist the homeless and
to prevent homelessness,

b) Comments about outside senior fitness equipment in Town Park, acoustics of the Senior Center and
the need to have the parking lot resurfaced and shelving in the Center,

3. Neighborhood / Community Development Meeds:

a) Questions regarding the eligibility for infrastructure improvement projects such as road paving and
drainage improvements.

b} Questions on when new sidewalks were going in throughout the entire village — said there was a
concern for 2 handicapped person who was having a hard time traversing some of the streets in their
wheelchair,

c] Comments about re-treeing various areas of Lackawanna. Wanted to strongly support the re-treeing
efferts within the eity, especially along the Riverwalk Trail system that traverses various sections along
Rt. & within the city.

d) Resident stated that the Lackawanna Library parking lot needs repaving and the library porch needs
to be stabilized,
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COBG Citizen Participation Meeting Motes
September 16, 2024 = Town of Hamburg
September 17, 2024 - Village of Depew

September 18, 2024 — City of Lackawanna

September 19, 2024 —Village of North Collins

Pullic Meeting Notifications:
Buffalo News — September &, 2024
Buffalo Criterion — September 7, 2024
County of Erie Website — September 6, 2024

CDBG Public Hearings = 2025 Action Plan
lanuary 21, 2025 - City of Lackawanna
lanuary 21, 2025 Conference Call — Rath Building
January 22, 2025 — Town of Hamburg
January 23, 2025 = City of Tonawanda

Action Plan Meeting Motifications:
Buffale Mews — January 10, 2025
County of Erie Website — January 10, 2025
Buffabo Criterion = lanuary 11, 2025

4. Economic Development Needs:

a) Meed for internet access in rural communities,

b} Meed for increased funding for drainage and waterline replacements.

¢} Meed for more funding for road paving projects.

d} Need for increased sidewalk replacement
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Erie County Language Assistance Plan
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FOLICY

Erie County will make every effort to allow persons with Limited English Proficiency the equal opportunity
to access all available Community Development Programs being offered throughout the County's COBG
and HOME Consortia.

FROCEDURES
Resaources for LEP Persons — Access to Programs

There are numercus resources available to assist with translation and interpretation services for LEP
persons who wish to access Erie County Department of Environment and Planning's (DEF) Community
Development programs. Interpretation may be necessary for scenarios including but not limited to
application assistance, public meetings, or workshops. Trained staff will use language identification tools
to identify the preferred language of the LEP client. Then, if needed, a translation or interpretation service
will e used to assist with the oral conversation or understanding of written materials. This allows the LEF
person to have full access to the program and its benefit(s) using oral interpretation, written translation,
sign language, TTD, or readers.

Resources for LEP Persons — Service Prowviders

The International Institute of Buffalo (IIB) may be used to provide aral interpretation, should services be
needed. The 1B offers interpretation and translation services for any language that would be spoken by
Erie County applicants. Another alternative is ACCESS of WNY, which can provide oral or written
translation services in Arabic for waorkshops, client visits and other situations. Deaf Adult Services provides
interpretation services and would be used at events or warkshops where hard of hearing or deaf persons
may need assistance, Many of these types of services require a fee, but once a client is signed up with the
agency, the service acquisition is straightforward.

For assistance with language services, DEP intends to issue a Reguest for Proposal (RFP) o later than June
30, 2014, The RFP will engage a firm or agency for a retainer. Although the RFP will be issued by Erie
County DER, the firm would likely deal with the County’s Equal Employment Opportunity (EEC) Office for
actual service provision.

Resources for LEP Persons = Obtaining Information

Erie County will designate a staff person to be accessible to LEP residents seeking program information
during normal business hours. As necessary, County Community Development staff will make every effort
to communicate its pregram offerings with the aid of interpretation and translation services.

The following are methods to assure that LEP persens obtain information about programs, services,
activities, and facilities in the County’s Community Development programs:
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#  Press releases on new and available programs with notice of availability of language assistance,
and contact numbers for assistance for LEP persons. Contact mumbers can include a specific
person within DER, as well as the County’s EEQ Office.

»  Advertise programs in minority newspapers (including the Front Page/South Buffalo News, which
has large Lackawanna readership) with contact number for LEP persons to obtain assistance, The
contact numbers would be the same as above.

»  Public notice of Fair Housing Rights with contact number for LEF persons. The contact number
can be a specific person in DEP, the County's EED Office, or the outside firm established through
the RFF process.

»  Publish all projects in minority newspapers with contact numbers for LEP persons. Same contact
number{s) as above.

# Haold a public hearing or public meeting so that LEF persons can meet with DEP staff and/or the
outside agency, before actually requiring service.

Fimally, automated translation programs are available free of charge to anyone with internet access. This
allows any citizen to gather information on Community Development news, projects and programs. The
technology provided through free computer applications such as Google Translate™ provide the ability to
translate various languages through speech or text, which is useful to LEP persons in understanding the
County's website, publications, brochures, etc.

TRAINIMNG

Upan approval of the LEP plan, County staff will be trained on the pelicy and procedures identified in this
document, as well as how to provide service to people from different cultures. The training will be
developed in conjunction with Erie County offices such as Personnel, Department of Social Services, and
the EED Office, and may include consultation with the agency that receives the contract from the RFP.
Administration funds from the Community Development Block Grant Program will be used to pay for staff
tirme and any outside agency consultants to assist with training.

MONITORING & UPDATING THE LEP

This LEP will be reviewed annually to measure its effectivensss and relevancy to citizens of Erie County.
As new U5, Census data are released, trend monitering of the LEP population will be performed by
Community Development staff, and adjustments to the Plan will be made accordingly.
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Municipal Representatives Meeting
Agenda & Sign In Sheet
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Agenda
Consolidated Plan Community Needs Meeting
August 22, 2024

I. Introductions

Harrison Studio

Municipal Representatives
Il. Consolidated Plan Purpose
Ill. Community Needs Survey Responses
IV. Additional Project Recommendations
V. Open Discussion

VI. Next Steps

VIl. Adjournment
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Community Development Needs

Municipal Survey Responses
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Community Development Needs Survey Responses
August 16, 2024

Municipality

Facilities

Services Planning Housing

Other

Name/Position

Aurara, Town

1. New felding divider wall for Aurora Senior
Center, to enable rom division for mare
programming. High Priority

1. Need affordable housing for
elderly who want to sell large
homes and stay in the area.
Also, senlers ean no longer
afford their hame and/ar
property taxes. High priority

Clarence, Town

1. Replace Aging roof -Clarence Senior
Center-Upgrade to current standards, repair
leaks, improve insulation and energy savings,
Eliminate ice with melting system, Winter
weather creates long icicles that hang low
and can cause potential hazards. High
Priority,

2. Building Entrance Security System —
keyless fob entry for members and staff -
Clarence Senior Center. The Center and its
members (older adults 55+) are very
vulnerable to intruders, who are not an
existing member, or employee, The Center is
vulnerable active shooter activity, and have
little ability to manitor peaple's access ta the
building during business hours. High Priority.
3. Rework entrance access - Clarence Senior
Center. Rework the buildings entrance area
to allow for the higher clearance for vans and
busses, including tour busses, Add handrails
and cl for ized wheelchairs.
This will enhance the ability far people with
warying ambulation needs to get dropped off
closer to the entrance and covered in
inclement weather, Moderate Priority.

Caslling, Tewn

Charles Snyder,
Supenvisor

1. Indoor and Culdoor Exercise
Equipment and park — Clarence
Senior Center. Health
equipment (indoor) and outdoer
park equipment designed far
use with pecple aged 55+, that
can support a large variety of
people with ambulation needs.,
Helping further support the
ability for older adults to remain
healthy and In their homes
longer. Moderate Priority.

Jonathan Blever,
Director, C0, 716~
741-8833

1. Elevater installatien and ada bathroom
renavation at the LK Painter Center, which halds
all the town’s senior and youth recreation
programs. 2™ floor is not accessibly currently.

1. Develop 3 Tewn of Collins 1. Need pied

1 itali af

Agricultural and Farmland tetal-h i

il in the

Protection Plan = increasing 2. Financial assistance for
development pressures from elderly with their home repairs
utility solar and wind projects,

along with housing

small commercial
districts and hamlets.
Businesses are
struggling to survive,

Ken Martin,
Supervisor

Community Development Needs Survey Responses
August 16, 2024

2. Sidewalk replacement along NYS Route 39 in
the hamlet = existing sidewalk is non-contiguous,
narrow, broken, etc.

3, Install water purnp station for district 44,
Armes Court. Village of Gowanda currently
supplies water to dist #4, h/fe, its on a hill,
elevated higher and water pressures don’t mest
minimums,

4. More public transportation to Buffalo area to
help transport workers, visitors, etc.

Concerd, Town

developments may remove
viable farmland from
production.

1. Senior Center - rebuild canopy porch roofs to
they cover entire doors to provide shefter when

peaple are entering/exiting. High priority

East Aurora,
Village

1. ATS Wan — continue van service
for seniors

Phil Droed,
Supervisor

1, Waterline reconstruction on E, Filmore Ave

2, Road recenstruction on E. Filmore

3. Expand parking lot at East Aurora Fire Dept on
Center 5t

4, Hamlin Park Improverments — could use ada—
park playground sgquipment

shane Krieger,
Village
Administrator

Elma, Town

1. Door replacernent at Senler Center, as doors do
not aperate properly, High Priority.

1. Aural Transit Service —
transpartation for Elm Seniors. High
Friority.

Wayne Clark,
Supervisor

Farmham,
Village

1. Senior Hall - Facility improvements, Use space
far emergency shelter for their area, In need of

kitchen facilities in the shelter at 526 Commercial
Streat in an emergency. High ity.

Grand Island

Jere Holsington,
Mayor

1. Grand Island Blvd-Baseline Road to Long Road.
Install new hydrants to help improve fire
flowprotection. Medium Pricrity.

2. Bedell & Baseline Roads — from Town Linear
bike path an Bedell to Baseline. New connector
pathy/sidewalk from linear path to Town Center to
improve access to Town Center and Sidway
School/playground/athletic fields. Low Priority.

3. Grand Island Blvd - North of Fantasy Island te
Long Road — Install sidewalks an G Blvd ta

1. Grand Island Senior Center
drainage - improve drainage
around Center to prevent flooding
events. High Priority.

2. Senior Center Transportation —
purchase additional vehicles to
transport seniors to meet increased
need/demand. Medium priority.

Lynn Dingey,
Assistant Civil
Enginger
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Community Development Needs Survey Responses
August 16, 2024

improve access to Town Canter and provide

access to public transportation. High Priority.

Helland, Town

1. Water Infrastructure — Water Street
Pumphouse. Requires a complete control panel
and power distribution upgrade, w/ all new
piping. High Priority

2, Continental Ave — Road and waterline
replacement. One of oldest roads in town. High
Priority

3. Sldewalks- Vermont Street. Want safer access
For residents and kids going te Boys and Girls Clul
daily. High Priarity

1. Code updates and
improvements. Town has been
having difficulties monitoring
and enforcing code violations.
Stronger linguage and
rearganizing code to coincide
with comprehensive plan

Geoff Hack,
Supervisor

Lackawanna

1. Franklin St -Mill and Pave - High Priority
2. Lehigh S8 —Mill and Pave — High Priority

Newstead

1. Community Center, 5377 Buell Street — they
have outgrown their current senior/community
center and have a lease expiring in 2030, Town
secks to replace senior center with & new
community center that will service seniors as well
a% remaining population within the tawn inone
Fasility. High Priority

Dawim lzydorczak,
Supervisor

Morth Colling,
Town

1.Route 62 Main St. Need sidewalks from Village
to our town Park. It is unsafe for residents to walk
on a streat with children. There is no way for
residents to get to the park unless they drive.
Highest priority

2, Generator for Community Building - We need a
warming center for citizens in our area, not just
town.

3. Water /sewer to extend down Rt 62 for
development purpose. We do not have water and
sewer in the town. We need te connect to Village
s0we can develop housing / and commercial
business.

4. Clear Lake reservolr rescue boat We need to
gt a rescue boat for our volunteer Fire

1.Public transportation - there is ne
public transpertation to and from

1.Bicycle Paths - we need safe
passage for all the cyclists from

Morth Colli for our
growth as a community. High
priority

2.Childeare service -Families need
an after-school pragram, The town
currenthy subsidizes 3 program;
however, we don't have the
revenue to continue, This program
allows families to werk and pick up
their children after, High priority

ther towns that use our scenic

roads.

1. In need of 50+ housing — hfe,
need water/sewer to be
extended for development.

John Tobia,
Supenisar

Community Development Needs Survey Responses
August 16, 2024

Marth Callins,
village

Departments. Clear Lake is a state reservoir that
is not a WhAA and open to kayak/ fishing etc. We
have no way to do a water rescue.

1. Replace water lines on Kimble, Walnut, Gurmey
and Spruce Streets — current lines are extremely
old. Water qualify for entire village affected by
these deficiencies.

2. Fire protection gear.

1. Feasibility Study for Main St— |

would help with other grant
opportunities to complete the

goals set out in their Streetscape

Plan

11 Demalition of house

on Brant Street- house
Is eondemned but not
in foreclosure,

2. Repair or demalish
2098 Sherman Ave.
Owner behind on
taxes and cannot do
the repairs,

Vincent George,
Mayor

West Seneca

1. Permanent stormwater pump in Lexington
Green neighborbood which i prone to flooding
dua to ice jams.

2. Twio wheelchair vans for WS Senior Center

3. Improvements to Fireman's Park on East and
West Road — needs upgraded facilities

4, Improvements to Harlem Road Park - upgrades
to facilities

Gary Dicksan,
Supenisor
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Stakeholder Invitation List
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Stakeholder Meetings Notes

Regional Agencies and Economic Development

* Homelessness and Individuals with Special Needs

o Community Based Development Organizations and
Community Housing Development Organizations

s Health and Human Services

* Housing: Property Owners and Managers

* Advocacy and Fair Housing

* Resilience and Emergency Management
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2524
Group #1 Regional Agencies and Economic Development

Time: 10AM

Location: Delevan Grider Community Center
Meeting Summary:
Main Topics of Discussion:

1. Federol Entitlement Dollars
a. Types of Funds: Community Block Grants (CDBG); Houwsing Opportunities Made
Equal (HOME); Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA);
Emergency Solutions Grants (ESG); and CDBG-CV (During COVID).
b. Allocation: Each municipality determines how funds are allocated and spent
within low-moderate-income communities.
2. Economic Development Projects
a. Past Projects: Focus on reinvesting in communities and neighborhooads, public
infrastructure, parks, and historic properties.
. Challenges: Job creation component is a struggle.
3. Slum & Blight
a. Projects: Historic properties like the Village of Williamsville Meeting House and
the section house on the rail trail.
b. Usage: Properties are shored up for public use.
4, lob Creation & Economic Development
a. Micro Enterprise Programs: Small grants available to small businesses for job
creation.
. Challenges: Monitoring job creation and ensuring fair and equitable processes,
5. Infrastructure Needs
a. Examples: Sewer lining, road repaving, sidewalks, and parks.
. Municipal Examples: Lackawanna, Hamburg, and Evans have undertaken
significant infrastructure projects,
. Lack of internet access in rural areas.
6. Transportation
a. lIssues: Lack of public transportation in rural areas, need for better job access.
k. **Solutions®*: Transit-oriented development, building housing around existing
transit lines, and creating walkable communities.

7. Housing
a. Challenges: High costs of building new homes, lack of private sector interest in
starter homes.

b, *®Solutions®*: State subsidies, leveraging existing infrastructure projects, and
partnerships with developers.
B, Partnerships
a. Examples include Lackawanna's partnership with developers to revitalize Main
Street and the City of Buffalo's Adams Street project.
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b. Importance; Public-private partnerships are crucial for large-scale projects,
. Use existing projects to help tackle current infrastructure needs. Example: The
Shoreline Trail in Evans.

Key Takeaways:

1. Follow-up Meetings: Ensure contact info is shared for further talks.

2. Outreach: Reach out to other banks and developers for potential partnerships.

3. Engagement: Continue community engagement to educate and involve residents in
planning processes.
4. Data Collection: Gather more data on housing supply and demand, particularly for
starter homes.
5, Imnfrastructure: Infrastructure in municipalities is aging and in need of updates.
Along with transportation updates.

Detailed Meeting Notes:

«  Planning period for Consolidated Plan is 2025-202%
= Ouestion: What projects have vou seen with federal dollars spent on low-moderate
InCome communitics?

+  Town of Amherst Community Development is focusing on infrastructure projects,
they have spent CDBG dollars on elearing sum and blight, they have spent money
on parks and recreation as well as sewer lines. Amherst struggles with job
creation (1t can be hard to conneet how funds are being vsed on low-moderate
income communities w) economic development projects) and gets very lifthe
CDBG funds,

«  City of Buffalo — CDBG-CV (During COVID) they had a program not for the
creation of jobs, but the retention of jobs,

»  Cuestion: What are the infrastructure needs in the municipalities?

»  City of Lackawanna is trying to revitalize their neighborhoods but the
infrastructure can’t support that. They recently just dug up the streets and redid all
of the infrastructure in a certain portion of the city. They redid sidewalks, repaved
roads, put i a park.

s+ Willage of Hamburg water systems breaking flooding.

Biking infrastructure Lackawanna -= south

+  Transportation/internet is always an issue in rural communities.

o Town of Hamburg needs to focus on improving their transportation, its nearly
nonexistent. (Reach out to Chris Hull (director of community development in
Hamburg) he is a champion for affordable housing)

+« Town of Evans was looking for more healtheare centers.

+  OGNEBTC - Focusing on work access, getting people to where their jobs are.
Creating more complete streets {walkable communities)

+  Cuestion: How do the municipalities triage projects?

+ In the Town of Evans, they base it off of another project, For example, when they

wanted to complete the shoreline trail, they knew infrastructure needed to be
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updated, They don't know there 15 a problem until there is a project that forces
them to look into it

«  Town of Checkiowaga, works closely with their engineering department, they
know what needs to be done.

«  City of Buffalo, engineenng keeps a database on the conditions in the City and
they use this system to help determineg the needs. They also do target where other
INVeslments ane oCcurring.

«  Infrastructure is a difficult list to tackle, you make a priority list and try your best
to be strategic.

+ Town of Amherst, they try to lighhght the goals and pnontes based upon cach
entity. What are the overall goals of the Syr consolidated plan?

+« COB & County Land Bank, they focus on utilizing vacant land to build new
development, such as housing. Starter homes are very much having a supply
issue, noe private developer wants to build a starter home because 1t does not work
financially.

«  Funds need to be available to rehab zombie properties, there needs w be a way o
rehab them and put them on the market. Succession issue W/ 2ombie properties.

»  Supply vs. demand issue with the housing market, are federal funds being used in
the nght way to support housing?

+ Town of Cheektowaga has to work with the land bank to acquire vacant lots,

+  The modular homes being build in Lackawanna was brought up.

MWFTA struppgles with serving new housing complexes, just becanse housing is
built does not mean they can service the area. We need to build housing on
existing transit cormdors,

- W WL 1

to meet the needs?
+ Partmerships w! public and private entities.

+ ity of Lackawanna: Ridge Rd, needs serious investment, buildings are
dilapidated, they are working with a private developer to redo a corner on
that street, Bethlehem Steel land being redeveloped,

o City of Buffalo: Adams St project, COB looks to leverage wherne the
department of public works is already working.

+  Work with banks, such as Evans bank

s+ Heach out to Sean Ryan’s office

+  Partner with the Buffale-Miagara Builders Assoc,
Partner w/ Minority Developers
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Group #2 Homelessness & Special Needs Housing 02524
Time: 1PM

Location: Delevan Grider Community Center
Meeting Summary:
Main Topics of Discussion:

1. Howstng
a. Meed more transitional housing: Longer lengths of stays for people in emergency
shelters.
Shelters are at capacity,
Meed more subsidized housing,
Rent is o high' cost of housing 15 oo high.
Meed more safe housing for DV victims.
Be creative about how to add more housing units. (Tiny homes example)
2 Challenges with Services
a. “Streamlining of services™ has cut out an entire demographic.
b, Mead for supportive services once people are placed into housing so that they
remain in that housing.
. Services in life skills are needed for people living in shelters,
d. Language services necded.
A Regwlatory Concerns/Zoning
a. MWYS has too many rules and regolations that prevent creative solutions for
affordable housing from being translated here. (Tiny homes in Texas example)
. Regulations (zoning) prevents the construction of new shelters,
¢, Buffalo 1s very scgregated

O T

Kev Takeaways:

1. Address affordable housing.
2. Add more capacity for shelters/transitional housing,
3. Strengthen supportive services provided to people living in
shelters/transitional/afMordable housing,

4. Address regulatory issues that prevent shelters/affordable housing from being built.

Detailed Meeting Notes:

«  How has the pandemic impacted your organizations since 20207
« Buffalo City Mission - population has grown older
+  Length of stays for people staying in emergency shelters is much longer,
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-

At permanent supportive housing, cetting people back into the housing market is
tougher because of lengthy requirements that landlords have.
General cost of housing has gone up. gentrification in Hamlin Park has become
a major issue since March 2020,

«  One-bedroom apartments going upwards of 51,200 in the arca,
Since COVID, landlords are trying to recoup the money they lost during 2020,
therefore making the cost of living unaffordable.
City of Buffalo has not addressed outsiders coming in and buying property to
rent for high prices. The city needs to look at who we are allowing to buy
property.
Too many landlords who are making profits of T of apartments while cotting
corners. They also many times are not willing to accept housing assistance.
The resources that were helping these organizations out during COVID just
disappeared. There were drop in homeless shelters that just disappeared and no
people have nowhere to go,
The accessibility of services is getting more difficult, many services require
access toa phone which many people still do not have. The “streamlining of
services™ cuts out an entire demographic of people.
HOPWA — Seeing a lot of new landlords coming in every couple month’s, then
selling their property. Landlords from other places keep buying property, they
also discriminate agaimst people in ways that won’t get them i trouble.
Communication with seniors trying to find housing is an issue.

+  What has been some of the changes vour organization has made to iry to mitigate some of

the issucs?

-

Mandated workshops: legal training, food & health training, know your housing
options. If vou are in the shelter at the time that the workshops are happening, you
have 1o attend.

Put thousands of dollars into bus passes.

Providing language services

= Are more shelters needed?

-

Consolidated Plan

Yes, there 15 a rise in eviction, and people ages 20-30 are starting to need
homeless shelters more nowadays. They are already very yvoung and do not know
how to “do life™.

More transitional housing is needed. Shelters are currently acting like
tramsitional housing and they need to get back to being emergency shelters. The
maore transitional housing that is added, the more room will become available at
emergency shelters.

More subsidized housing is needed. Rent is still too high in Buffalo. People are
not making enough to afford rent,

There 15 always a backlog of people in an emergency shelter that need to get mto
tramsitional housing,

Confidential Domestic Violence Housing is also needed. There is not enough safe
housing for DB victims.

We need to collectively get together and find ways to add more umis.
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«  We have very at risk populations that are in need of housing immediately:
LGETO, Domestic Violence, foster children once they tum [X end up
abandoned.

s+ More safe spaces are needed for people who are experiencing severe mental
illness,

«  Buffalo is very segregated structurally which means services are also segregated.

¢ Source of Income Law

s There needs to be more of a combination of affordable housing and market rate.

You have to help people that youw put in new housing, vou can 't just leave them because
the 1ssues will continue, We must provide supportive programs,

«  Tiny Homes being used as a means (o create more housing for homeless populations,
{This idea comes from Texas) How can it be translated here in BufTalo?

+  NYE has too many rules and regulations that we can’t translate these things here.

+  Regulations are preventing new shelters from being created many times. It requires a
special use permit that does not allow it to be in residential neighborhoods. 1t is
exclusionary.

«  There is a lot of opposition to new shelters being built, because a lot of people in
communities do not want them there. Tough conversations need to happen regarding
classicism, racism, efc.

o Life skills are needed to be taught to people in shelters, The longer people are in shelters,
the more they are going to revert to previous behaviors,
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Group #3 CHDOs & CBDOs 6/26/24
Time: 10AM

Location: Delevan Grider Community Center
Meeting Summary:
Main Topics of Discussion:

1. Consolidated Plan and Al Analysis
a. Consolidated Plan: Discussion on how communities can make informed decisions
on fund allocation based on comprehensive data.
. Al Analysis: Jason highlighted the importance of analyzing civil conversations and
the problems in America, focusing on affirmatively furthering fair housing.
2. Federol Entitlement Dollors
a. Participants discussion their familiarity with HOME, HOPWA, E3G funds, and
COBG funds
b. Leveraging funds: How different organizations are utilizing these funders for
their projects.
3. Profect Updates and Pandemic impact
a. Michael Norwood (Buffalo Black Billion): Shared updates on various projects,
including a 557 million renovation of McCarley Gardens and a 530 million
removation OF 5t. John Towers.
. Devin Flowers (Lackawanna Housing): Discussed projects with Habitat for
Humanity and the impact of the pandemic on project timelines,
4. Employment and Training Center
a. Changes Post Pandemic: Significant changes in workforce engagement, remote
wark, and layoffs.
k. Housing Meeds: Many individuals seeking employment alse face housing
challenges.
5. Portnerships and Leveraging Resources
4. Michael Norwood (Buffalo Black Billion): Highlighted partnerships with the
Buffalo Board of Education, Comnell Cooperative Extension, and others, Work
with minority contractors.
b. Belmont Housing Resources: Discussed partnerships with community-
based organizetions and levaraging resources for housing projects,
¢. Lackawanna Housing: Wark a little bit with the Basilica, Qur Lady of Victory. They
work with Habitat for Humanity.
&, Trends in Housing
4. Modular Housing: Discussion on the benefits of modular housing, including cost
and time efficiency.
b. Affordable Housing: The ongoing challenge of providing affordable housing and
the need for better gualification processes.
€. Post-Purchase Education: People need education after getting into a permanent
home on how to maintain it

Consolidated Plan ERIE COUNTY

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

265



7. Access to Copital

a. Challenges: Difficulty in qualifying for housing loans and the need for banks to be
mare suppartive.

b. First-Time Homebuyer Programs: Importance of detailed homebuyer training
and post-purchase education. First-time homebuyer programs should be
adjusted to provide better financial support in the homebuying process.

8  Community Engagement & Planning

a. Community Input: The need for genuing community engagement in planning and
decision-making processes,

b. Government Processes: Lengthy and tedious processes for project approvals and
the need for better communication and collaboration.

8, Future of Housing

a. Electric Mandate: Concerns about the cost implications of transitioning to all-
electric homes by 2027,

b. Inventory and Supply: The need for more housing inventory and the challenges
of high construction costs and mortgage rates.

Key Takeaways:

1. Enhance community engagement processes to meet community needs.

2. Bank Collaboration: Encourage banks to be more supportive and flexible in

their qualification processes for housing loans.

3. First-Time Homebuyer Programs: Improve homebuyer training programs to
include more financial education, post-purchase and financial support.

4. Modular Housing: Explore the potential of modular housing to address the

need for affordable and efficient housing solutions.
5. Electric Mandate: Assess the financial impact of the 2027 electric mandate and
explore funding options to support homeowners.

Detailed MNotes from Meeting
s Question: What are some of the projects that your organization has going on and what
transitions have you had to make due to the pandemic?

+ Buffalo Black Billion - multiple affordable housing unit renovations, affordable
housing developments in the works, Much of the money they get is from private
SOUFCes,

+  UDCDA — Mostly owner-accupied rehab, currenthy. They also have built a couple
homes, They work with Cheektowaga and Amherst to put families into homes,

+ Lackawanna Housing - Owner cccupied rehab. Home buyer assistance. Working
with Erie county to build homes w/ Habitat for Humanity.

+ Buffalo Employment Training Center (BETC) = Huge changes to workforce due to
the pandemic, hybrid work, layoffs, closings, ete. Mass populations not engaged
in the workforce system. Mew Americans have populated the region, language
has become a huge barrier, they need to find jobs. They are working to bridge
the gap between education and the workforce, Mearly everyone they work with
has “housing concerns or desires”,
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+  Youth are hameless, not eating, there is nowhere to send them, They can't be
employed without having access to basic needs.

«  Question: Talk about how vou leverage your resources to provide services?
[Partnerships)

+ Buffale Employment and Training Center {BETC) — Have connected with
Lackawanna,/Buffalo Housing Authority. They need to get their patrons access to
housing, food, daycare, etc.

« Buffalo Black Billion - 5400 million dollars in assets on the ground, they have
received funding from N¥S Homes and Community Renewal for some of their
affordable housing. They collaborate w)/ the Buffalo Board of Education, Cornell
Cooperative Extension. They work with minerity contractors on their projects.

+ Lackawanna Housing — Work a little bit with the Basilica, Qur Lady of Victory,
They work with Habitat for Humanity.

+ Belmont Housing — They work with a lot of faith-based nonprofits that work
within their respective communities, Relationships with True Bethel Baptist
Chureh

s Question: What are some of the housing trends you are seeing and where do you see
housing in the next Syrs?

« Lackawanna Housing — Modular Houses w) Habitat for Humanity. Habitat may be
planning to have their own factory in Buffalo. 2 Houses have been placed thus
far. 5o far, they are working out well,

« Buffalo Black Billion — Affordable housing is a human right, getting people to
gualify to purchase a home is a challenge.

+  People nead first time homebuyer education.

« Post-Purchase Education. Once people are in a home they need to be educated
on the upkeep and how to maintain their home.

= The qualification process for affordable housing can be too much. The criteria to
qualify is too much. Banks need to be apart of the conversation. “Banks set
people up to fail”,

+  Frustration over landlords not living here and not keeping care of the upkeep of
their neighborhoods. “If more people owned their homes, neighborhoods would
be better”.

« In 5 vyears, the key would be to improve the quality of life for the neighborhood
and environment.

= Town of Amherst = had to change their 1- time homebuyer programs because
they are finding people with workforce level income that can't qualify for loans.
People need access to capital.

+  Prices of homes are going to continue to escalate,

« Governor wants to make everything electric by lanuary of 2027 and people do
not have the money to make those changes.

. ion: Tal h romean roval T hea chall h
come with that.

+  Process is lengthy, its very tedious, takes a long time.

Consolidated Plan ERIE COUNTY

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
267



They feel that the government makes changes and spends money with little to
no community engagement. They make decisions without talking to people.

+ Federal & State regulations are what local municipalities are working within,
The gaoal is single family development, but economically it is not making sense
right now. The most immediate need is putting more housing inventory on the
market.
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Group #4 Health and Human Services 626,24
Time: 1M

Location: Delevan Grider Community Center
Meeting Summary:
Main Topics of Discussion:

1. Sociol Determinants of Health
a. Lack of available/affordable housing stock.
b. Deteriorating infrastructure (plumbing, heating, etc.)
¢, Transportation barriers: Changing NFTA bus routes,
d. Financial stability: low wages, cost of living to high.
e. Language barriers: Over 80+ languages represented in BPS alone.
2. Domestic Violence
. DV cases have increased along with the severity of these cases
b. Lack of transitional housing for DV victims.
c. Meed for more shelters overall,
3. Funding Concerns
a. Influx of funding during the pandemic, but was just cut off.
b. Monprofits had to cut programs/services due to lack of funding,
4. Needs of youth
a. Services needed for school age children has increased.,
b. Disparity between BPS and Suburban Schools,
. Mental health services for children are in high demand.
5 Aftermath of pandemic, 5/14 & Blizzard of "22
a. Increased fear and need for security,
b. Increased need for food: People struggling to obtain groceries.
€. Monprofits are at the forefront of disasters.
d. Behavioral health issues have increased.

Key Takeaways:

1. Address affordable housing.
2. Develop more shelters/transitional housing in general as well as for DV vietims.
3. Address language barriers.
4. Increase services for school age children,
5. Increase funding to nonprofits.
6. Address transportation needs.

Detailed Notes from Meeting:

«  Talk about your industry from 2020 to present, what are some of the changes you've
noticed?
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+  Domestic Violence severity has increased, cases have peaked. Many cases are at
the level of lethality.

+ Behavioral health issues have increased, domestic violence cases seen at
Catholic Charities has largely increased. There is also an increase need for food.
Catholic Charities works wy Feedhore WHNY.

+ Meed for mental health services for children, waiting lists are longer than they've
ever been,

« School age children’s needs for services has increased. YMCA has seen an uptick
in need young children.

=« Children don’t want to socialize, they have screens and they like to be at home.
There has been a decrease in attendance at after school programs (specifically
for teens).

+  Red Cross has seen an increase in home fires. Risk of hame fire has gone up and
people have no where 1o go when this occurs.

+  Cathaolic Charities works to resettle refugees, helping refugees find safe and
affordable housing is a challenge more than ever.

+ Disparity between BPS and Suburban School has grown majorly since COVID.

«  COVID highlighted many of the issues that have been ongoing in our cities,

« There was an influx of funding that was tied to COVID, but then they were just
cut off,

= Changes have not just occurred because of COVID but also because of 5714 and
the blizzard.

+ Partnerships: Talk about the partnerships that your organizations have established to
r i ricesy

« Catholic Charities has a strong partnership with Feedhore WHY

+  Align services to fit in with social determinants of health, and then finds partners
to fit the neads within that,

+ Red Cross works very close with the county and department of social services.
They work to meet with all partners in one room so that their clients can meet in
ona place with tha services they need.

+ Community Organizations Active in Disaster (COAD)

+  Live Well Erie = County initiative that brings together agencies to work on issues
surrounding the soclal determinants of health.

+ 716 Ministries, WNY women's foundation help to provide services for workforce
programs,

» Hiring a staff person just to manage partnerships for most of these
organizations. It is hard to manage.

+  Monprofits are at the forefront of disasters.

#« The County could help to connect the dots between partnerships. It would be a
great place to start.

. h r fi FOgr 3] [u]
benefitted from them? {Specifically, during COVID]

+ PPP loans for Catholic Charities, they did not chase funding. They just had to shut
down programs during COVID.
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«  How are your grganizations dealing with the aftermath of the blizzard or 5/147
« Increased fear and need for security at YMCA, specifically from seniors. Also,
trying to increase preparedness for disaster.
«  FeedMore WNY getting groceries far people in the aftermath of 5/14 [specifically
victims® families).
s+ Wellness time to work with young people
«  Influx of new Americans is something that is competing with resources that are already
5o limited for the existing population.
« Gentrification is a serious problem happening in neighborhoods on the West Side and
East Side.
+« ‘What are some of the social determinants of health that your organizations are dealing
it?
+  Housing is one of the most basic needs, Catholic Charities is dealing with a lack of
available housing stock.
Infrastructure of homes are a concern, heating/plumbingfetc.
Transportation barriers
« Bus routes have changed and teens can’t get to certain programs. MFTA
cut bus routes,
General affordability, its hard to raise funds to support needs of people.
Safety within a home. If you have to choose between caring for your home and
feading your family, you're going to feed your family,
+« Language access. 80+ languages represented just in BPS.
+ Do people have a livable wage? Whao is depending on them?
* Do we need more shelters?
« Yes, there is only a handful of shelters within the city.
+  More shelters and transitional housing programs are needed,
Transitioning from affordable housing is something that needs to be focused on.
# There is absolutely no transitional housing for victims of Domestic Violence.
+  |ssues with separating families in shelters,
«  How are you all preparing for the next 5 years?
+ Increase capacity, domestic violence shelters are overwhelmed.
+  Capacity building across the board
« Red cross Is seeing an huge uptick of disasters, climate change is becoming a
Major Concern.
= Fund positions to help build partnerships, Trying to find more ways to meet the
needs of the patrons they serve.

-

-

-
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¢, Small Area Fair Market Rents (FMRs): New HUD requirements to use zip code-
based FMRs, affecting rent affordability.
5. Muointenance & Security
a. Maintenance Costs: Increased costs due to need for external vendors and higher
material prices.
b. Security Costs: Significant increase in security expenses, post COVID.
¢. Tenant Education: Need for education on budgeting and sustaining tenancy.
&, Rural Housing Issues
a. Unique challenges: Lack of transportation, healthcare, and grocery stores in rural
areas.
b. Rural Community Development Hub: Organization created to focus on regional
transportation, health disparities, and food insecurity.
¢. Education: The public needs to be educated on what affordable housing truly
means to enhance allowance for it within rural communities.

Key Takeaways:
1. Increase shelter capacity
2. Develop Transition Programs
3. Enhance Homebuyer Education
4. Address Affordable Housing
5. Improve Public Housing Sustainability
6. Strengthen Supportive Services
7. Monitor Rental Market
& Enhance Maintenance and Security
9. Focus on Needs of Rural Communities

Detailed Notes from Meeting:
. u n: What are some of the changes you've seen t pandemic?
+ Increased construction costs, development budgets are completely blown out of
praportion, Multiple funding sources are required,

# Insurance costs once a project is developed has majorly increased.

+ Services that are needed are much more intense than ever before.
s The capital and resources are just not available to meet service needs,
s Service examples that are needed: Mursing/maedical care, domestic

housekeeping

= Section 8 usage dropped dramatically post COVID.

«  Security costs increased after COVID

+ Maintenance costs increased

+ Question: What are some of the additional funding sources that you are acquiring for

your projects?
+  Some sources from Erie County but the reguirements can be difficult to meet.
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«  Topic; Maintenance; what are the costs your seeing?

+ Maintenance costs have increased, techs to perform maintenance don't have the
knowledge most times to make repairs and therefore they need to outside
sgurce,

+ Wait times for maintenance are long. They are focusing on emergencies and
itemns that will affect inspection scores.

+ Avg. turnaround costs for 3+ bedroom apartments in public housing can be
anywhere from 57,000 to 510,000

«  Question: In the next 5 yrs. how do we plan to add capacity and spend our funds? What
do the next 5 yrs. Look like? What will drive your development decisions going
forward?

«  Size of developments [used to be smaller now bigger prajects are more viable)
+ Rental subsidies
+  Service providers need,
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Group 6 Advocacy and Fair Housing Organizations 6/27/24

Time: 1PM

Location: Delevan Grider Community Center
Meeting Summary:

Main Topics of Discussion:

1. Tenants’ Rights/ Housing Discrimination
a. Increased housing discrimination reports to HOME. (Familial status, disability,
race, gender)
. Landlords are becoming bolder with their requirements for renters,
€. Higher instances of maintenance issues with rentals. (Landlords not fiking
remtals)
d. Landlords finding ways around accepting section 8.
. Buffalo tends to be infarmal and many tenants do not have a written lease to
protect them.
f. Mot enough enforcement of fair housing laws.
2. Affordable Houslng Stock
a. Meed to increase available affordable housing stock, (Specifically, for single
persons or families)
b. Affordable housing tax credits only require developers to keep the housing
affordable for a certain period of time.
€. Too many strings attached too funding for affordable housing,

3. Educotion
a. FEducation programs for tenants need to be more available so people know their
rights.

k. Education programs need to be provided for landlords so that they know the
laws surrounding fair housing.

. Many new Americans who become landlords do not understand fair housing
laws.

Key Takeaways:
1. Increase education programs on fair housing laws.
2. Increase enforcement of fair housing laws.
3. Address affordable housing.

Detailed Notes from Meeting:

. uestion: What changes have you noticed in your industries post pandemic?
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* At HOME, maore reports of housing discrimination than ever before, More people
are coming to HOME, rather than HOME finding them. There is some rise in level
on discrimination overall.

= ‘What are some of the issues you get calls about? Calls from tenants who
have landlords just trying to evict them. People who can’t pay their rent,
there is nothing HOME can do for this. Familial status is one of the most
common types of discrimination that is received.

«  After the eviction moratarivm, landlords are becoming bolder with what they
do. They have mare restrictions on who they rent too and landlords are not
being held accountable because there is no ane to check them.

« Raise in rents, many corporate entities are purchasing properties in Buffalo
which leads to an increase rent,

s Corporate entities are less helpful and willing to work with their tenants

+  Small “mom and pop” landlords left the business after the eviction moratorium.
They were not getting paid and could not stay in business,

+ Prices have increased, incomes have not.

+ Question: What are the top 3-5 items we need to educate tenants on?

» Condition issues, how do you remain within the law while trying to negotiate
issues (such as maintenance) with their landlord.

+ Good cause eviction laws

«  There is a new NY5 law that allows tenants to take their landlords to court over
issues ongoing in their apartment without having to withhold rent.

+ Question: What are the things that landlords need to educated on?

= They need ta maintain their properties.

« Tenants are complaining of major issues that landlords have needed to fix
for years

«  |f you are dealing with new Americans as landlords, they are not aware of the
laws that they must follow.

= fAre there resources out there for smaller landlords who need the funds to
raintain their properties so that they can follow laws,

+ Educate them on how much things cost, how much maintaining a property will

be.
«  Question: How did these organizations manage landlordtenant relationships during the
pandemicy

+  Everyone assumed the worst of each other, they blamed each other for issues
that were neither parties’ fault.

« Trying to keep relationships good through providing support to tenants, but
eventually a landlord will evict a tenant if it is in the best interast of their
business.

« Affordable housing is being built by funders who have too many strings attached.

= The housing stock in Buffala is old and there is a lot of issues stemming from that,

+« There is not encugh housing stock that is affordable for either single persons or
families.

Consolidated Plan ERIE COUNTY

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

278



«  People do not have enough excess income to qualify for affardable properties and
market rate.

«  Question: What would it take to have a sustainable tenant?

+  Raise in incomes, no matter what financial education you give, you cannot help
someone who does not have a sustainable income.

+ A major issue with section 8, there are too many requirements and tenants can't
find a place that meets them. Therefore, they end up losing their section &.

«  Sowrce of income discrimination law — landlords are not allowed to refuse
section 8, but they have found ways around that. Landlords can come up
with another reasan why they did not accept the tenant with section 8
and then there is no case for discrimination.

s Average wait for section 8 is about 11yrs at the moment,

« Landlords on the side are charging people with section 8 extra on the side
and people are paying them (even though its illegal) because they are
afraid of losing their vouchers,

«  Question: Are your organizations partnered with anyone who is providing services to
tenants that help them become sustainable?

+  Many of these organizations provide the services on their own.

« These services include: budgeting classes, financial literacy, etc.

« Erie County Fair Housing Board was created in 2018, Cases have to be brought to HOME
first and then can be brought before the board, there has been an uptick of cases in
recent years. Still not a high amount. Mo cases have officially been brought to court.

+ Question: How many cases are brought before your erganizations that are race related?

= Race is usuzlly one of the top 4 discrimination issues brought before HOME. The
top issues are familial status, race, gender, persons with disabilities.

+ Persons with disabilities cases tend to be over accommodations.
Landlords unwilling to make reasonable accommodations for a disability,

+ There are cases of people being denied due to their race or treated differently.

+  Mew Americans Landlords, there are more of them. They don't understand that
they can't ask guestions about ethnicity. New Americans typically are more
comfortable renting to people that speak their language or are within the same
culture, There is a language barrier as well that prevents full understanding of
the law.

+ Topic: Talk about notice reguirements/lease requirements

+ Landlords do not have to have a reason for eviction with month to month
tenants.

+ Lease agreements fall back to the law. What the law says is what ultimately wins
out.

+« Buffalo has a culture of informality, not a lot is placed into righting and it's a lot
of handshake agreements.

«  Buffale does not enforce fair housing enough.

« FMR in Buffalo does not seem to be correct right now.
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«  There needs to some group that comes together to identify the needs and targeting
those areas. It would be helpful if there was some community center that helped
developers identify what developments the community needs.

«  Affordable housing requirements through tax credits, developers anly keep units
affordable for as long as they need too, then they fizzle out.

« More grants need to be available for the rehabilitation of homes.,

«  Accessible housing for families virtually does not exist.
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and zoquisilien is § 14,000 o mgre.

15wl comply atn anvironrenta atandeda e way e
preecibad purauant lo e lo'owirg: (] Inatitwlion al
ervironmandal qual by cortral masaLras urder e delkna)
oy ronirErkal FPalizy Sl of 18649 (P.L. E1
16d) and Exrculivr Oroar (B 11514, 4k ratiflcarion
af walaling fasites purauant b EG 11738 (o]
praledtion o watands parscapt e S0 11980 14)
avaallen of finon wezardy in udgla e s o doeordanca
wilk EC 17993; ‘n} amsurance af presrl consisieneg
wrth 1ha approwas Hlabe mestsgamen] rogram
cavelopsd Uadat the Seaskl Zara Mdrogoment e of

H conform i o

1672 (1B LIS £51451 2t sag

{ IGNATURE OF AUTHOAIZED CERTIF ""IN.F: CFF11A

Fadena' scllons e Siale (Sinan A mpeaitectallon
Flars uncar Seeton 1080) ol {hg Clear AirAnl al
1835, a6 wrehded (42 U 3.0, §57407 abaeq ) gk
prolectan of Lndergrurd sodmtes af diniing saler
Lngar ine Sade Qrobing wWasar del of 1974, aa
druenc=s (P 93-523), and, k] prateciian of
rrdangered specles crder tha Epdangrred Epecies
Actal 1673, &= amanced | L. B3-205),

16, ‘Wil samiphy wsbn Ha Wi and Scpie Rivars Act al
1068 {98 U.5.C. §R12F1 elaeq ) relead 1o pretaclng
companents ar podantal camponerds of be natinaal
wiid BRe aeanic i Bvsleen.

10 AN assdsl dhe awarding aoenny I assuning somaliance
wilh Sectian 108 al the Meliorel Hlsloi: Prasarvaticn
Act of 1826, as amerded (16 LL5.C, 8470), EQ 11583
dertiksutian and prtestish ol HSlots pogertias). ard
Iz Brchannioglzal are Higtarc Prosremion Ack of
TE7 116 LLE.C. BE4E0e-1 eluexy)

14. Y|l mRusa o b azrarmpd ta noqe red financrad ard
genplercs audits nogceortata Wb e Sirgle sadit
Ak Amandmants <d 1968 zrad DB Cirzular Mo, &7 35
‘ALdile ol Slated, | coal Jovammeaals, ard Mon-Praft
Orgaiiigaticns.”

19, Wl suimiply with al aaalcable requiramanis of el oine
Frraral lass, reazalben ardnrs mgulatons, and polcins
gauaming ©le poogra.

20 Wih comply seth B ragulvsmenis af Secton 108090 of
e Traflickng Vizms Protacan Ag [ TYPA] of 2000, a
amarded (23 4 L F104) wuch grehilis grant award
redapeards ar o slk-rmdplect fom (1 EnGasing In savea
“arma af frafieeng e parssre Sarng b penod af Smn
tira [Be v |s In wffac (21 Procusdng @ exqmarde
sk ack furing the pavicn of lime zhak iba mward is h
e'figeg or |30 Ualng oz ktar | iha pertamaane af tie
award ar suhsdaands ances e awald

| Founky Execitlve |

"APGLICANT GRbAN ZATION

e ‘

| DATE SLUBMITTED

rEne oourky, Mo Yok

o |
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At b e SF =224 Fypne THG Prusldm

AW PaLiphar -0

|_ Wi Burden Blalambn | ASSURANCES - CONSTRUCTION PROGRMAMS
aa Espaion Dale: 22l o s

Fub & raporting turcer “ar e callecton o2 AleTIadon s as8mated f avwarads 15 MirkLes per respanse, [nahading Sre o revaaing
irgtUclions, sedcling essling dala sourcas, gathiesing and makilanog lhe duta recded, ard comp aling and ‘eviewirg the woliclion o
farmaten Send commends regecding 1ha burdon csl maka of qay alber aspest af thes callaclon of Infarradon, Inzuding supgastiares far
radailisg il burden, o ke GTee of Managairant nd Budcsl, Paperdo s Redaclion Project (034E8-C04Z2;, Wash aglon, DG 20503

PLEASE DO NOT RETURM YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MaNAGEMENT |
AND BUDGET. SEMD IT T THE ARDRFSS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSCRING AGENCY. {

MNOTE: Ceragin ol Ibese assuranens may and be anplicabe: o your proyect or program. |[yqic hass nueshors, pease conbzs he
' Aveardlg Adensy. Fudber, cedali Fadaral saitanca saanding siences midy reguira agpicants 1o callly 1o acd@aral
assyranens . If ach s e eaae, yo will benciflad

A5 e galy aathzrized aresentabye of the appicand | eedify thal the a2polcanl:

1. Hla tho kegal aathar o 1o appiy ‘zr Fodess assislanze, E Wil oty atn the Intergavemmenlal Peesonbel sl
are] ihw InsAahoagl, menagans ) are frigag al cananily of “9F] (42 U800 SE47284753 | relaling |o orascrihad
{irckading Turids sulcler? e pay the nan-Federd shara standaics af meril systeirs Sor programs ek
il arajerl casla) Inensang Freper paanng, Lader cna of me 3 alalulas or equlaiens spacfed i
rienag aran ane cor plelion Sfarcjec: dascibed In fponrdic & of OPM's Standacds for o Mer Svieee of
Lis apphealien. Famoriel Admipstralian (3 CFR. 200, Sukpar Fl

2 W ghve ke Sasandig aganuy, We Soratrolle Saoerl B, Wl gonsply with the Legd-Saped ®anl Frsoning
F e Linile:t Slates @nc.  appropriate, 1ha Siale, Prewentivn Aol (d2 U500 50807 et saa | which
It AAqhie da weanivd gl racrees, Locks, 2apess, o Frah s Ihe use of ad-nasad painlin consin.man of
Jatrrerds raleleu b the asgstanse; and wil eslyelish vl walilallon of resicdencd slhesian:.

A DrFAT ARLEIEING spgham in accovlanse wih . e T I

gesmralbe osepled sceeanting standarga < sgenzy 11 Wil comphy wils all Feceral stalubas melalhg o fen-

diractives iz minabar. Thesa Inc Lda Bus are nod limiied s (3)
i . Tile %l f the: Cred Righls Acl of 1964 [F.L. BE6-352)

3. Wl ngl dispase of, modity tea uga of, ar change e wlicd prshlbits discnrainacon an the baae 5F race,
terma ol the raal sropety 1 o olla akargalin the sabar ar nalianal grigin b Thie 1% o 1ha Educeticn
=ik ard Facliias wilkbnoul aermission pad insrec; ars aeemdrgects af 1077 as amerdee D00 LSS 81831
Fram he akednd ng agency. Wil recond the Fedaral 1E&3, arnd 1E35-180E). ahvct pronilois discAmingbon
srevarving agency cirechives and wil inc ura & agurnant on the bases of s et Bection BOS of e
Inha 11z af real paoaery asquired in wada o in pad Senabililalion salof 1903, 83 granmed (P L 5,0
wrill Fsdeal esslance Lhids Lo assare 1o0- §70a) wikjch peoelbils diserimingenn onoibe basis of
eisziminalinn during 170 sl 16 of 5e pmjes Qubdaps, (ot Ui Aga Disknkalion Aclat 185%, 85

. . W[ . r =n A2 L S AL gER 1015180, which orslhils
1 ¥l curiply wath the requirgmants of e assislance ap-rnnrx] '-_ _ Th
& no = 7 dizzrinlndlar an v Laeis 20 3ge; (2 1Pa g Shasa
RAAMING AQAney with regard o o drafing el Bre etz e , i
wopsyal af seaslraclicn pans ane spes lisalizns, rtiga g Treqtmant St F" 15972 (P 2255, ax .
il cad reldlng 1 meissiriraton on he e

S Wl Pravice ard rallain cornpalenl sl adegquata drag anuse; ) Ihe Semprhensive Aluchal Abuse ard
eApIARRrAG suEervisnn Al ke corstnslion site o Alzahsisrn Prevanlizn, Trestment ane Hahaalltabar
endura il te corishkels vab senlorms With The Anl o 1970 PL 01818, as amrended, r2ladhg 1o
aapecd plans g0z spacifizalisns anc wil Sarnish aordlest ninaton an #18 nasle :.rarm::! anuse or
srojress ve wpans 4nd such cihes infooreean as mayg be aleekalsrr; (g] §§|E\22 ared S2T al the Pkl Healh
reudired by lae assistance awardicg ageaey or Skto Servka Aol of 1515 {42 LIS G 55200 dr 2 and 260 er

1, &= arencer, raladrg b canflenllality o Aleoin

E. Wallinkiale ane complets e wod within ite agplicabls and cn.q abusa paizmd records; G Tille WL al e

lirme frarme afier rece pl ol =oproal eF ba mearcing agency.

Wl enlaniish patagaanda to proalll enpoveas Fem
uz ng lheir pasilicns for a pupase tkal constiles ar
pracenld e Gepadanog ol persalal o drgaclzallurai
ronfict =f -nlamst ar pedanad gain.

Ciuil Rghis At oof 1985 (42 U.E5.C. §RIEDT al 382.), 8s
grardad, ralabirg 11 nergdiser minalion in tw sale,
rerral or fonancing ol Fouslng, jiy any ohar
IandsEcsir@alan pronalane e the sposfic stakaes;
Lo whizh applicalon for Fecaia assamarca B aglng
peiaa; sa) 23 1ba reruiramants of any other
rardacriminalizn Blatiue(@l @ch nay Apply inira
Ajpinaben,

Starezar w20 (R 707
Fresornes by 39 Cinular B-1TF

Eregaiia Flllan Laage Siiznadzad B Lol Risioan ol
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1. Wil comply, or Reg areany conwled, wilh Tie

raquinamants of Times [ard T af dhe Ui Asocalioe

Asaislznce ard Real Prapery Acca|=ton Pokglgs Arl of
1970 (L. §-B86) wh ch provace Tor faly ane aqulletle
tragtrieil af parsens displaced ar waoee nrapery is
asquinod AR B reaul of Frde=al ane tadaraly-azalsled

prograng. Thege regurenanks apply ta all Inberagis In real

prunesty argurad {ar proyjed paricsas regaralass of
Fadatdl paric patian in cdiemdaes.

12 Wall contply with lhie pravisiare of e S At (5 LL5.2

GR101-1404 g F334- 7328 ] whice [FH the palilizal
agtiviting of smlatyagy wlase pr rrrpa mmpleymenl

arlivilies ara furded | whale or.n pan Wik Fedaral lunc,

“3 Wl contply, 2 apalicable, with the gravislcns of iha Dases-
Baaen Act (4001 5 0. 85278 o 2053-7], he Sopsand Al

HIJ5.C 2T and 18 LLEC. §8T4), ind thie Somiract

Wrrh Hours anc Sa‘ely Slendare Aot (40 L5 G §8327-

333} ruarding labar slandards Tor ‘onanaly-assisiod
RENSTIACIIN FIDBFEemanls

14, Wi camp y wilh lloud irsurands purchage ‘eguemer:a af
Suclion 132A) =f 1ha Fland Jisashker Araiaclizn gg; of 1573

(R 0U-734 sbleh ragUlnan lesigierts in & soscial lood

lazs gres o paribipate e lhe grogeam ang 1o purchase

ez insurwnee ¢ ke wode: a8l of irgueasie conatuclion
gl gegutenor & $10,000 crinars.

15. Wil coMipiy wilh ewispnmienla standards wlch ey o
arascriged pursiant 1 the nlowieg: i) nalldion of

andran-iaral caally corrol magsirss arciar e kalianal

Envirarmerlal Pal gy e af 1960 (1. -

130] and Exaculive Staer (CC) 11514; (bl rolllcaticn
o' vir'ed ng fadilies oumsuard o BG 110 ()
peritaction of walldrds putsvart lc €0 11880; |d)
evithintlar of and hazands ir. lacdplilns e aconranca
wikn 20 71888, (8] sEaurance of propec] cofElatensy
all1 B sporoved Slide managoment pogram
feeenloped aear Iha Goaslel Zone Marageret A ot
1872 NE J 5.2 581431 sleay. s, il corfonm by o

Fuileral doliveis lo Slals {Cleat A <) implainartadun
2lars unnor Segllan 1F|c)af ke Clean Air el af
1635, a8 ameiean (42 D52 G547 ot san.). 1g)
prolecd an al uneaigiind saulsas al drnking wales
wntar 1he Sain Drinong vaier Ao of 1974, as
geilernded (F L 93-525; are (b peessclion of
rndangemed sneclea vnder #12 Erdargered Siec-as
Al ol 1973, e emarded (7.0, B-2I5).

18. Wil camply wilin ime Wil anc Scenis [Rvers At of
1568 (16 LLS O §513871 el 52,1 e'wiee 1o pmiachng
companents of palerd al compsrenis of lhe aSoral
wikl gd Roan. Hvars ayalam

Wil assisl tha awartinp ageccoy In adaining tomi il
wih Sacalon 176 af te Mavonal Hisledr Arasansaclar
Aol 16848, as arnonides 18 1LLS.C. B4 TD), S0 11533
Ndorifcalien snd prosaz oo af Fealore praparias), sae
Ik frchicoiagicad and Moo Sreassmlon 4:) of
1874 1B LLEG. §E5ERa-T ot ang)

10. W | cause o pedormen e required nanclal g
compdanee Audlia b pccardance wilh the Sdngle Aldil
Acl Aranchrents of 1986 ad OMB Clreclar e, A-133,
“Audhs of Slabkgs, Lecad Sovemmarls, ano Har-Prulk
Drgealzadions.

1% Wl zarapky with 3l appllzsoks naquiremanis aof all cthar
Fadaral lawes, akecitve orders, raguansding, and o ices
gowaming this pragram

AL WY mamply with e smecrrareers of Seclian 1040) af
whe Teafficting Wiclies Frolaclkzn A [TV ! 2000, a5
amarded (22 WS,C V0] which profimils granl aednd
macpknla ar @ aub-racipa Iram 1) Enpaging N soeene
Yarme of trafficking n nzrsons during the perke o s
#1m; Iha avsard 15 In a®act [(2) “rocudng & commertial
amk A&7 ddrifg 298 serad of B & IFG Geae s n
affazt or | 3] Usirg frened [nkoe in Sae peHarmancy of e
adard or aubaearns Lidkr fid gnen,

1 TmLE

foounty Executve |
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7 7| aTE SLRMITTER

1T 17 [02025 |

T [Ee ceunty, s vk

Consolidated Plan

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

574740 R 79T, Bark

ERIE COUNTY

316



CERTIFICATIONS

In accerdance with the spplicable staines amd e repalalions eevemooe the comselidaled plar
regulations, the jurisdiction eoifics thar

Affirmatively Fucther Tale Dousiog — The janslichan will alimeively fuclher G hecsing, whach
means i will enndeet an aralysis of jimpediments to Gaie lousiog clodve witkin The junsdiciien, ke
Byprapriate acticns fe overspime (e offioes o ary opediens Jdentiliod through (han analysis, and
maintain recerds reflecting That analyvsis and acrions in s repard.

Anib-displacertient and Reloculion Plan -- I will comply with the acquisition snd relecalion
regquireients of the Thifonn Relecauen Assislunes sl Beal Propeny Acquisitien Policies Act of 1970,
as amenided, apd woplemensing ceeuladvons ol 4% CTR 24; and 0 bee oellese and o Zollowing a
regiglentiul anlidisplacecient and celovalon sseislonce plan reguired wnder seeton 1084d) of Lhe Housing
and Cempianily Develepmert Aot of 1974, as amendd. o conneslion wilh iy activily assisled with
Sangding under the COEG or HOME proesams.,

Anti-Lobbving -- To the best of the wnsdichions knowledae znd belie

l. e Federal appropialed Jmds have been paid or will ke patd, by or oo behell ol o, to any person
Tor imflueneiee or allempling o mCueesee am ollieer or employes ol any seecey, o Member ol
Congiess, an otficer or emplaves of Coneress, oc an coaployes of o Member of Congress in
cannreeting with the awardicg of any Federal carcract, we inaking of ary Foderal greal, e
making of any Federal loan, the entering inta of ary cooperative agreemens, and the cxtension,
cominuation, renewal, amendment, ar mediticatinn of any Federal canpract, grant, loan, or
CONPETALTYE AETesment;

2 I any fucds other o Federal sppropriaced funds have been patd or will be paid wo any pesson
T ol lesmiing o atempling Le m0uencs an ollicer or smployes ol any eeecey, a bfember of
Cangress, ah ellicer or emplovee of Conpress. or ac ecoplevee of o 3emoer of Congress in
coniectian wirk this Foderal eantract, goand, lear, or caoperative agreemerd, i will complete ard
sthmit Standard Form-[.11, "Disclagure Form ta Beport T.ebbying," in accordanec wih it
Lastructions,; anid

3. I will recuire Lhat the lengusge of paragraph 1 aod 2 af thes anti-labhying certofizasion he
ireclundesd i thes wwvare docements for all suhawards at all tiers (nehoding suisanctrasts, smogrants,
aned sonlnats under grants, loans, wnd covperative preements) and that all suoreeipients skall
sertily and disclose soeeodinely.

Autbority of Jurisdiction — The consolidacsd plan iz authorized under Stare and local law (as
applicable) arl the junsdicion pessesses the lepul auborly e carmy out the preerams for which i is
seeking [undingr, inacuerdanes with applicable HUD rewulations.

Consistency wilh plun -- The howsiog aetivities to be undertaken wath CLBCG, HOME, ESC and
HOPW A fumds ore consistent with the strasegic plan.

Seetion 3 -- [F will zomply with seetion 3 of the Honsing ard Lirban Developmact Act af 1968 (12 U500
1700 u} and ircplepenting regulatines a1 29 CFR Past 73,

o 01062

Signature of Aathac zed OFicial Dhanes

Fove Counly Freculive

Iitle Date
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Spccific UM Certifications

T'he Enrirlarmen: Camumgnity soerifies that

Citizen Participation -- Tt iz e GGl cotmpliance and fllawing o detailed cilicen paolicipatoen plao b
satisfics the requircments af 24 CFR @1 .105,

Conmunity Development Plan - Iis conzolidated hossine and communi Ly developren: plun wentifes
comminity development and Ioeing needs and specitics sok shoel-leem aod lone-emn comoanity
deselopment abjootives that pravide decent Deusiog, expac] econooue oppoducilies prunanly e
peranms ol 1o and moderats ineome, (3o OFR 24 30,2 aod OFF 24 par 5700

Following 3 Plam == It 35 foliowine a current consclidate] plan (er Comprehensive ITousing Ad%ordabadily
Sorategyd that kas been appioead by LU

Use of Tl — [ has cormplied with the following criena:

L

Maximum Fegsble Poonty. With reapect ta setivities expected to be assisted with C13H80 fands,

it cerlifis (hat o Bas developed ils Action Plan so as to mve maximaoum feasible poonty te
activilies whack 2eneli oy and moderae weome Cazmbies or ad o ke prevenon o slimioation
of slums or alalt The Action Plan may also ioclude solivities wihich the sranles cerilies are
designed ro megt other corgrunily developroent needs having 2 parliculi wrgency aause
cxizting condirions (Wae & serious and i mediaee oeat 10 the bealtl or welfare of the
somirunity, and cther finarcial resources are not availahlc);

Civerall Benetit. The aggrogate wse of CNBG lunds meluding section 108 puarsciesd loans dunnge

prograrn yean sy 2023 200048, and 2027 (3 period spezificd Dy rha prantec conslsting of oo, &0, o
LEores PRl consecuve prestam vears ), shull pnoejpally benefit pecsony of low snd moderales
anee in 4 manncr that ensinees that 37 leasr W persent of the amount is expended Tor acrvinies
lhal benslt such pecsons during the desimatad periad:

Special Asscsaments, If w1l not azomp; to raoover any capital coss of public improvements

assisted with COEG fucds meluding Scctico 104 loar, muacanteed finds hy assessing any amsunt
againsl properbies owned snd oscupsd by persons of Lo and moderate income, including any fee
clhizrped or dssessmenl made as 2 condibion of ehluning aceess e such public inprovements.

TEowewver, il CUDBG lunds are used 19 pay the propoction of a fee or ussessment that re.ates to
the capital cesls of public mprovesmeme (essisled wopant wilh CODCG (unds) Doanced frooe
othol revenac souces, an assesament o charze may be moade apaing the property will respect
oy the public improwaments Geanced By @ sourse Gher than CTRG funds,

The jurisdiction wi] nol allempl 10 ceoover any cepilal cosls of public improvemenls assisted
with CORG funds, including Scetan 108, wtess COBG Lumds are ussd 1o pay Lhe propartion of
foe ar assesamenr atributabie ta the capital costs of pablic Trprovements Doanced from other
revamus saurces, [ rhis sase, an assesamanr of charpe may be made againgt The propeity with
respoeat o the puhlic impravements ficgnced by g apurge grher than COBG furds, Alse, in the
cans o propotics owned qnd cecupiod Ty moderatg-geme (oot Jow-ineoe) tamilies, an
assessment of charge may he made againg the proporty ior public impravamenrs finarasd iy o
gouree cther than CDEG funds if the junsdiction sertitias that it lacks CTIRCE funds 1o covce the
dusEssTIEnL.

Exvessive Foree — I has adopted and iz enforoing:

Consolidated Plan

A policy probibuing the wse of sxcessive force by law enforcement agencies witain s

ERIE COUNTY
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jurizdietinn againa any individasls engaged in non-viclent sl rughts demonstradons; and

[ u]

A poley of enforcing zpplizable Stute and local lows aemnsl physizally bamriog eolrance 10 01
exil [romm a Loty or locanen which s the subject of such oo violenl civil rights
demeonstrations witlin its usisdiction:

Comn plingee Wit Anli-discrind aacdon baws - The grant will he conducred and administered (o

conlinrnmy with titde ¥ el ke Civil Riahte Aot ol 1964 (42 17800 200040, the Fair Heusing Aot (42 1150
26 -306140, and impletnenang regulaciong.

Lead-Based Paint - [is activities concorning lead hased paint will soenply with the roguiremenes of 22
CFR Pact 35 subpas AR ) Kand B,

Compliance with Laws -- Il will comply with applicable laws,

R— v QlA2s
SimarerefAarthorized CHfizal 1Dute
Eri County Exttotive
Titl=
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OFIIONAL CERTIFICATLON
I

Submit the fallawing, certificatinn only whan nne ar more of the actrvties 1 the scton plan are designed

to rooet gfhcr communizy develapment needs having a particular trpeney ws specifiesd in 24 CTR
ATL2NEe):

The grantee hereby comifics that the Armaal Plan includes one or more speenfcally wentilied
1R t-assinnad acrivitics which are deaigmed oo meet ather eommuonily developrment needs
having a particular wrgeney hacause sxosting conditbions pose a seriows snd mmoesdiale Theeal Lo

the health or weifare of -he community and cther finaraal esourees are ot availasle o mes
such necds.

g E oLnas
Simnature’ Authorzed CHficlal Dule
Eiiz County Excourive
Title
Consolidated Plan ERIE COUNTY

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

320



Specific AOME Cerfillcations

Tae HUME parbicipating sunsdichion certafies thae:

Tenunl Based Benlol Assistance — I e pucticipatine furisleion inemds te provide 1ensu-baged
rewal dsslslancs:

The use ol HOME fuonds [or lennot-based ool assistance is an gssenfial lement of the
participaring jurisdiction’s consolidatsd plan for copanding the supply, affordahility, and
availahility of decene, safe, sanizary, and afferdable housing.

Eligible Acbivities anad Cosls — 1L 05 using amd will use TIDME Soods for el2aible activities a:nd coses, as
deseriben] 3 24 CFR § 92 205 (hyouah 92,208 and tha it 15 oot osing and will nor ysg FBOME finds for
probibited gt vilies, as described i § 92204,

Appropriate Financial Assistance — belore comomlling any Lunds teoa projet, towill evaluate the
projecl in wecordance witk the puidelines (bal i adepls For thds purpose amd will oof lovest any mors
HOMLE [unds in coemmbimelion wilh vtaer Dedera] wssislanoee Lo is nevessary 1o pravide altondahle

buonsioge:
0171025
Seprmplures A Lhorised ChTicial Thale
Lre Connty Fxecuhve
Titlz
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ESG Cerlificativns
The Emerpensy Solutions Grants Frogram Recipient certifies that:

Major rehabilitation/conversion — Tf an emergeney shalter's rehabilitation costs creeed 73
prercent af the value of the building before rehabilitation, the jurisdicien will maiotaino the
building a3 a shelter tor homeless individuals and Rnifies o a rminamu of 10 years alter he
date the budding is fiest oooupied by a hemeless mdividual or lamily afler the completed
rchabilitation. [Fthe cost to convert a buldding mte an cmorgoney shelter excocds 73 perecnt of
the value of the bulding aftar conveorsion, the jurizdicten will maintain the building as a shelter
fior hornel eas individnals and familics for a minimom of 10 vears aftor the date the building s
[t occuplol by o homeless individus] or family after the completed conversion, In all ather
caten where E30 [uods are osed for renovalion, the unsdiclion will nmamiam te balding as o
shelter for humeless individoals and families fora mimmum ot 3 vears after the date the building
is Hist ocoupied by a harmeless ondvidaal or faoly after e completod renovalion.

Essential Services and Operating Costs — In the case of agsistance invol ving shelter operations
or essential services felated to srest outreach or emergency shelter, the juosdiction will provide
services or shelter ro homelsss individuals and farulies far the petiod duriog which the ESG
assiztance is provided, without regard to a particular suie oF suactuee, 30 Jong the junsdicrion
serves the seme type of persons (e.g, families with chaldren, unaccempanicd youth, disabled
mdividuals, ar vielms of domestic violmee} ot persons in the same geegraphe area.

Renowvation - Any renovation casried cot wilhh ESCG assistance shall be sullicient o ensure
that the buildmg involved s safc and =anitacy.

Swupportive Services — | he jurisdiction will assist homelozs individualz in obtaining pormancut
heusing, approprate supporlive services [ including mesbical snd mental health treatment, victim
sarvices, counseling, supercvision, arul other services gsaentinl Gr achieving independent Lving,
ahd other Fedetal State, locgl, and private assistance available for such individuals.

Matching Fundsy — The junsdiction will obtim matching amouwnes requited ander 24 CFR
378201

Confidentiality — The jurisdiction has established and 15 implementng procedures w enswee
the contidentiality af records perlaining o any individual provided tarmily viclence preveantion
2l treannent services under any preject assisted under the BESG program, including protection
aganst the release of the address o locatien of any family violenes sheltor project, cxeepr with
Ihe writtem authonzation of the person responaible for the operation of that sholeor,

HMomeless Persons Tnvolvement — To the maximum cxtent practicabls, the jursdiction will
inwvelve, hraugh employvment, voluobeer services, or othersyise, homeless individoals anl
[aruilizs in conatructing, tenovating, maintammg, ard eperatimg Gl ilies wssisted undsr The BRG
prozeam, in providing services assisted under the ESG program, and o providing services for
ocoupants of faciliries assisted under te prograrm.

Consolldated Plan — All activities the junisdiction undertakes with assistance under ESC
are comeistent with the jurisdicrdon™ conzolidated plan

Discharge Policy — The junsdiction will establish and implement, lo the maximum extenl
practicable and where appropnate pelicies and protocols or the discharze of persons from
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pubhcly funded inatinoms or systems of care (such as beslth cere facilities, mental bealth
facilines, foster care or other youth facihities, or corecton programs and institutions} iooorder Lo
prevent This discharpge rom immediately resulung in bumelsssness for these persons,

I )
Sizoature’falhonzed Ooficial Lhute
Lrie Covnty Executive
Tille
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MOrW A Certifications

The HLIPW A srantee cerafies that:

Activitivs — Activitees Tuzded snder the priszeam will mesl urgsnt eeds thatl ace war boing ot by
aviileble public and private sowces

Building -- Any building er stmclure sssisted under han progean shiall be operatsd e the purpose
specfied in the nlon:

L. Trar an Jeast 10 years iz the case of assstanee ol ving 0w constmesion,
subalantial cehabilialion, vracuisiion of a Faeility,

Toor at Jeast 3 wears Lo the casg ol assislance invalving non-sabstantial rehabilitatinn or repairof a
Butlditg o steucturs.

!;-.'!

Rignatare’ Aathorized Ufficial Lkate

Title
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APPENTIIX TO CEFRTIFICATIING

IMSTRELCEIINS CONCLERMING LOBRAYIMNG:

A lL.obbying Cert:ficatinn

“I'his certitication is a mamorial vepressntazion of face wpon which reliance was placed when
thiz anzacrion was mads or entered into. Submssing of this cerafication 15 2 preregustte
for miaking or cotering into this traneacting imposed by sseoon 1352 title 20, U8, Code.
Any person whe Lols Lo file the required ceraCealion shatl be subject Lo a

avdl peaally ol nol less than BL00000 and nol more (han 300000 (er sach sach Tnlere
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Executive Summary

ES-05 Executive Summary — 24 CFR 91.200(c), 91.220(b)

1. Introduction

The Town of Hamburg, New York is a federal entitlement community under the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development’s (HUD) Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program.

The Town of Hamburg also receives HUD Home Investment Partnerships (HOME) Program funding through their
participation in the Erie County/Town of Hamburg HOME Consortium. These funds are distributed through Erie County.

As a HUD entitlement community, the Town of Hamburg is required to prepare this Five-Year Consolidated Plan (CP) for
the aforementioned federal grant programs to guide funding for housing, community development and economic
development activities within the Town. This CP covers the period from FY 2025 through FY 2029 (April 1, 2025 to March
31, 2029).

Purpose of the Consolidated Plan

The purpose of the Consolidated Plan (CP) is to guide federal funding investments over the next five years. The CP is
guided by three overarching goals that are applied according to a community’s needs. The goals are:

* To provide decent housing by preserving the affordable housing stock, increasing the availability of affordable
housing, reducing discriminatory barriers, increasing the supply of supportive housing for those with special
needs, and transitioning homeless persons and families into housing.

* To provide a suitable living environment through safer, more livable neighborhoods, greater integration of low-
and moderate- income residents throughout the Consortium, increased housing opportunities, and
reinvestment in deteriorating neighborhoods.

* To expand economic opportunities through more jobs paying self-sufficient wages, homeownership
opportunities, development activities that promote long-term community viability, and the empowerment of
fow- and moderate- income persons to achieve self-sufficiency.

Focus of the Plan

As required by HUD, the identification of needs and the adoption of strategies to address those needs must focus
primarily on low- and moderate-income (LMI) individuals and households. The CP must also address the needs of special
needs populations, e.g., the elderly, persons with disabilities, large families, single parents, homeless individuals and
families, and public housing residents.

Consolidated Plan Hamburg 1
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Structure of the Plan

The Consolidated Plan consists of three major sections: a housing and community development needs summary, a
housing market summary, and a strategic plan that identifies those priority housing and community development needs
and strategies that the Town will use with the available resources over the next five years. This plan was formulated
using HUD’s eConPlan tool, which dictates the plan’s structure and provides a series of pre-populated tables.

2. Summary of the objectives and outcomes identified in the Plan Needs Assessment Overview

The Strategic Plan provides a framework to address the needs of the Town for the next five years using CDBG and HOME
funds. The three overarching objectives guiding the proposed activities are:

e Providing Decent Affordable Housing
e (Creating Suitable Living Environments
e Creating Economic Opportunities

Outcomes show how programs and activities benefit a community or the people served. The three outcomes that will
illustrate the benefits of each activity funded by the CDBG and HOME programs are:

e Improve Availability/Accessibility
e Improve Affordability
e Improve Sustainability

The overall goal of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program is the development of viable
urban/suburban communities that will provide decent housing, a suitable living environment and expanded economic
opportunities, principally for low-to-moderate income persons. The Town of Hamburg has shifted away from making
loans for housing rehabilitation programs and is now only lending for rehabilitation as part of the Mobile Home
Renovation Loan Program. This shift from loans to grants through the Housing Renovation Program is reflective of the
high priority the Town is putting on maintaining quality housing and housing stability for low- and moderate-income
residents.

The Town also uses CDBG funds to create a suitable living environment by funding public services, especially in the wake
of COVID-19. The Town of Hamburg will continue to utilize partners like Belmont Housing Services of WNY, Housing
Opportunities Made Equal (HOME), the Center for Elder Law & Justice, Neighborhood Legal Services, and Sts. Peter and
Paul Outreach to provide public services to the residents of the Town.

3. Evaluation of past performance

Despite the difficulties in spending funds in a consistent and efficient manner due to COVID-19, the Town of Hamburg is
administering its federal CDBG and HOME funds in an effective and compliant manner. The Town of Hamburg generally
identifies and expends annual program funding within the same year it was awarded. As of January 31, 2024, the Town

has achieved HUD timeliness standard.
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The following provides a brief summary highlighting key achievements in the major funding categories: Community
Projects, Economic Development, Housing and Continuum of Care.

Community Projects: Two (2) major projects were completed in 2023 including one each in the Village of Blasdell and

one within the Town of Hamburg. Both of these projects involved infrastructure reconstruction, and specifically road
reconstruction within the Village of Blasdell and the Town of Hamburg. Both projects were in HUD target areas. The road
reconstruction projects benefited 5,900 low/moderate income people.

Housing: The Town of Hamburg Department of Community Development's housing programs assisted seventeen
low/moderate income households in 2023. This amount seems small at first glance, but what is not stated is that eleven
households assisted were with CDBG funding. Six of the households assisted were with HOME funds. The Town
expended a large amount of time and money trying to spend out of HOME funding which is tied in with the Erie County
HOME Consortium. This is where limitations in staffing capacity are an issue. The time and effort required to commit and
expend HOME funds limits the ability to have a large impact with CDBG expenditures.

Continuum of Care: Promotes town-wide commitment to end homelessness by providing grant funds to ensure that

individuals and families remain within their dwellings while other services are offered to them promoting access to and
effective utilization of other mainstream programs. Nine families were assisted through this program to prevent

homelessness.

Economic Development: Economic development is an important part of strengthening communities. The ability for local

government to have economic development opportunities for its business community is a primary function of a healthy
local economy. In this instance, the Town of Hamburg utilizes its Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program
to create and retain jobs for the community that would have otherwise not be created or retained. By working with
other government entities, the local economy can be strengthened as part of a larger, regional area. The Hamburg Town
Board has chosen to utilize a sub-recipient to administer is economic development program with the use of its
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. The Hamburg Development Corporation (HDC) assisted one (1)
business in PY 2023 for job creation/retention.

4. Summary of citizen participation process and consultation process

The Town of Hamburg is committed to having as much input and participation from its residents as it can get, especially
when developing its plans, programs and activities that utilize federal funding. To this end, the Town of Hamburg
Department of Community Development welcomes and openly solicits participation from its residents on all issues
pertaining to its Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program and the Home Investment Partnership (HOME)
Program. In order to facilitate this participation from town residents the Town of Hamburg Department of Community
Development will follow this “Citizen Participation Plan” and any future updates to said plan that are required or
necessitated.

Four (4) public hearings were held during summer/fall, 2024 as part of the Consolidated Funding planning process. A
summary of the specific comments per hearing is listed below:

e September 16, 2024 @ 7:00 p.m. (Hamburg Community Development)
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e September 23,2024 @ 7:00 p.m. (Hamburg Community Development)
e October7,2024 @ 7:00 p.m. {Hamburg Community Development)
e October 19,2024 @ 12:00 p.m. {Hamburg Community Development)

The formal public comment period on the Draft 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan extended from January 10, 2025 to
February 10, 2025. A public hearing was held on January 22, 2025 to accept comments on the draft plans. The public
hearing was advertised in the Buffalo News and on the website of the Town of Hamburg Community Development.

See the Citizen Participation Appendix for all meeting summaries, comment sheets, and summary of community needs
survey.

5. Summary of public comments
Comments received during the public hearings are listed by date and type below:

Monday, September 16, 2024: One person attended the public hearing to listen to the two presentations about the
CDBG and HOME programs. The presentations were provided by Erie County Department of Environment and Planning
and The Town of Hamburg Department of Community Development. A local television station attended the public
hearing and completed a news story that night on the hearing/event. No e-mail requests were received for this hearing
period.

Monday, September 23, 2024: No one attended the public hearing. Four e-mail requests were received. All four e-mails
pertained to requests for childcare micro-enterprise assistance for WeeCare, Inc. dba as Upwards. (As a footnote, there
was a home Buffalo Bills game that night which definitely influenced hearing attendance).

Monday, October 7, 2024: Four people attended the public hearing looking for information pertaining to fair housing
and rental assistance issues. A discussion of loca!l, county, and state fair housing laws ensued. Additionally, affordable
housing pertaining to rental units within the town was discussed. Specific information and contacts were provided. Five
e-mail requests were received. All five e-mails pertained to requests for childcare micro-enterprise assistance for
WeeCare, Inc. dba as Upwards.

Saturday, October 19, 2024: No persons attended the public hearing, however, a representative for the firm completing
the Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing and the Five-Year Consolidated Plan was in attendance to answer any
questions on the two documents. No e-mail requests were received for this hearing period.

* The nine e-mails received from various persons/e-mail addresses could not be verified as Town of Hamburg residents.
Requests for information on address and/or business were sent to each e-mail submitter twice with no response from

any of the nine persons claiming to have interest in Hamburg issues.

6. Summary of comments or views not accepted and the reasons for not accepting them
Al comments or views were accepted.
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7. Summary

In summary, the Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan have been developed with community input and reflect the
needs of the Town of Hamburg.
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The Process

PR-05 Lead & Responsible Agencies - 91.200(b)

1. Describe agency/entity responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and those responsible for
administration of each grant program and funding source

The following are the agencies/entities responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and those responsible
for administration of each grant program and funding source.

Agency Role Name Department/Agency
CDBG Administrator Hamburg Department of Community Development
HOME Administrator Hamburg Department of Environment & Planing

Table 1- Responsible Agencies
Narrative

The Town of Hamburg Office of Community Development is primarily responsible for administering programs covered
by the Consolidated Plan.

Consolidated Plan Public Contact information

Christopher Hull, Director, of Community Development

The Town of Hamburg, Department of Community Development
6100 South Park Avenue

Hamburg, NY 14075

Phone: 716.648.6216

Email: chull@townofhamburgny.gov

Consolidated Plan Hamburg 6
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PR-10 Consultation - 91.100, 91.110, 91.200(b), 91.300(b), 91.215(I) and
91.315(1)

1. Introduction

The Town of Hamburg, as part of the Erie County Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Consortium, Amherst, Cheektowaga, and Tonawanda HOME Consortium, and the City of Buffalo
developed asingle, extended public participation and consultation process for their respective Five-Year
Consolidated Plans and Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing. A coordinated outreach effort was
developed to maximize input from a large cross section of stakeholders including citizens, municipal
officials, non-profit agencies, public housing agencies, private developers, governmental agencies, and
the Continuum of Care. Outreach initiatives primarily focused on stakeholder meetings, one-on-one and
group interviews, and a community development needs survey submitted to municipal officials within
the Consortium. These efforts ultimately helped shape the outcome of this plan.

Provide a concise summary of the jurisdiction’s activities to enhance coordination between
public and assisted housing providers and private and governmental health, mental health
and service agencies (91.215(1)).

During the final week of June 2024, the Town of Hamburg and the Erie County Consortium held focus
groups with a large cross section of stakeholders to discuss the Five-Year Consolidated Plan and funding
priorities. The outreach effort further included public meetings, notices, interviews, and a community
development needs survey. In addition, the Hamburg Department of Community Development
implements a range of affordable housing and community development activities, including
administration of the CDBG and HOME programs; preparation of the Consolidated Plan (CP), the
Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report (CAPER), and the Annual Plan; technical assistance
for and collaboration with non-profit and for-profit housing developers and social service agencies; and
rehabilitation and other affordable housing projects.

The Town of Hamburg plans to continue this level of engagement with all interested parties beyond the
consolidated planning process, enhancing general coordination of the service delivery system
throughout the year and for each Annual Plan.

Describe coordination with the Continuum of Care and efforts to address the needs of
homeless persons (particularly chronically homeless individuals and families, families with
children, veterans, and unaccompanied youth) and persons at risk of homelessness

The Town of Hamburg’s Homeless Prevention Program (HPP) is funded by CDBG Program Income funds
on an "as needed" basis. The goal of the HPP is to provide temporary assistance to low/moderate
income persons/families that are at risk of becoming homeless or will otherwise become homeless.
Financial assistance is only provided to persons/families who are the most likely to achieve and maintain
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stable housing once assistance has been provided. The program aims to stabilize an existing household
to the point where other, more permanent services can be provided by other service providers. The HPP
provides rent arrears/short-term rental assistance and utility arrears assistance for a maximum of three
months to approved, qualified households/families. As part of the Town's HPP, Hamburg Community
Development works with "The Center for Elder Law & Justice" and "Neighborhood Legal Services" to
provide free legal assistance to qualified residents dealing with evictions, eviction issues, or other
eligible legal services.

Within the Erie County Consortium, two HUD-certified housing counseling agencies provide one-on-one
counseling with low-moderate income eligible residents with housing issues who are often at risk of
homelessness, credit/financial issues, apartment searches, tenant-landlord issues, fair housing issues,
etc. Belmont Housing Resources for WNY administers the Sec 8 rental assistance program for all of Erie
County (except for City of Buffalo) and provides the greatest amount of housing and credit counseling
for individuals and families, while Buffalo Urban League offers legal assistance as well as credit
counseling for those households at the risk of mortgage default or foreclosure.

Describe consultation with the Continuum(s) of Care that serves the jurisdiction's area in
determining how to allocate ESG funds, develop performance standards and evaluate
outcomes, and develop funding, policies and procedures for the administration of HMIS

The chief obstacle to meeting underserved needs is a lack of or inadequate, resources - both financial
and human (staffing). The Town of Hamburg will continue to collaborate with human and social service
agencies and the Continuum of Care to identify potential resources for meeting the service needs of its
residents. The Town of Hamburg will support the efforts of service agencies in Erie County to maximize
the use of available resources and to obtain additional resources whenever possible. The Town of
Hamburg does not receive ESG funds.

2. Describe Agencies, groups, organizations and others who participated in the process
and describe the jurisdictions consultations with housing, social service agencies and other
entities

Consolidated Plan Hamburg
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Table 2— Agencies, groups, organizations who participated

1 | Agency/Group/Organization AMERICAN RED CROSS
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Victims
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
2 | Agency/Group/Organization Belmont Housing Resources
for WNY, Inc.
Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment
Market Analysis
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
3 | Agency/Group/Organization Buffalo Municipal Housing
Authority
Agency/Group/Organization Type PHA
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment
Public Housing Needs
Market Analysis
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
4 | Agency/Group/Organization Center for Elder Law and
Justice
Agency/Group/Organization Type Service - Legal
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment
Market Analysis
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
5 | Agency/Group/Organization HOMELESS ALLIANCE OF

WESTERN NEW YORK

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Services-homeless

Consolidated Plan
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What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Homelessness Strategy
Homeless Needs -
Chronically homeless
Homeless Needs - Families
with children
Homelessness Needs -
Veterans

Homelessness Needs -
Unaccompanied youth

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Agency/Group/Organization

HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES
MADE EQUAL, INC.

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Service-Fair Housing

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Market Analysis

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Agency/Group/Organization

Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo,
Inc.

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Service - Legal

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consuitation?

Housing Need Assessment
Market Analysis

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Agency/Group/Organization

Neighborhood Legal
Services

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Service - Legal

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Market Analysis

Consolidated Plan

Hamburg

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

10

339




How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

9 | Agency/Group/Organization Office for People with
Developmental Disabilities
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Persons with
Disabilities
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment
Market Analysis
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
10 | Agency/Group/Organization People Inc.
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Housing
Services-Persons with
Disabilities
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment
Non-Homeless Special
Needs
Market Analysis
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
11 | Agency/Group/Organization Rental Assistance
Corporation of Buffalo
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Housing
Service-Fair Housing
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment
Market Analysis
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
12 | Agency/Group/Organization WNY Office of People with

Developmental Disabilities

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Services-Persons with
Disabilities

Consolidated Plan
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What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment
Non-Homeless Special
Needs

Market Analysis

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

13 | Agency/Group/Organization Saints Peter and Paul Parish
Qutreach and Food Pantry
Agency/Group/Organization Type Food Pantry
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment

Anti-poverty Strategy

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and what are
the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or areas for

improved coordination?

Identify any Agency Types not consulted and provide rationale for not consulting

There were no types of agencies that the Town of Hamburg did not consult, either through stakeholder
meetings, personal interviews and/or questionnaires.

Other local/regional/state/federal planning efforts considered when preparing the Plan

Name of Plan Lead Organization How do the goals of your Strategic Plan overlap
with the goals of each plan?
Continuum of Care
2024 Hamburg Annual Town of Hamburg Goals of the Strategic Plan relate to previous years
Action Plan efforts, adjusting based on previous outcomes to
maximize benefit of CDBG and HOME investments
2023 Town of Hamburg Town of Hamburg Strategic Plan goals and priorities were created to
Consolidated Annual align with the overall vision and land use pattern of
Performan the Town of Hamburg.
Town of Hamburg Town of Hamburg Strategic Plan goals and priorities were created to
Comprehensive Plan - align with the overall vision and land use pattern of
2022 the Town of Hamburg.
Consolidated Plan Hamburg 12
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Name of Plan Lead Organization How do the goals of your Strategic Plan overlap
with the goals of each plan?
2017 Erie County Erie County The Strategic Plan advances the recommendations
Broadband Feasibility of the broadband study.
Study
ErieNET Business Plan Erie County The Strategic Plan advances the recommendations
Preliminary Draft (2022) of the business plan.
FY2023 Homelessness Homeless Alliance of | The Strategic Pland¢és homelessness strategy was
Summary Brief Western New York developed consistent with the data presented
within.

Table 3— Other local / regional / federal planning efforts

Describe cooperation and coordination with other public entities, including the State and any
adjacent units of general local government, in the implementation of the Consolidated Plan
(91.215(1))

The Town of Hamburg and the Erie County Consortium continue their collaborative efforts and
partnerships with state and local government entities to ensure the complete implementation of the
Consolidated Plan. Cooperation and coordination with other public entities is important as many of the
initiatives that will be implemented, such as homelessness prevention and economic development
initiatives, are regional in scope by nature.

Narrative
The Town of Hamburg continues to strive to include community agencies in the development and

planning process for the Consolidated Plan and Action Plan implementation. The County has on-going
efforts to increase coordination and consultation efforts in its planning processes.
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Needs Assessment

NA-05 Overview

Needs Assessment Overview

The Town of Hamburg is a HUD entitlement community and a member of the Erie County HOME
Consortium of which the Erie County is the lead grantee. Since the Town is an entitlement grantee and
receives funding independent of the County, a separate Needs Assessment and NA-50 Non-Housing
Community Development Needs are presented as specific to the Town of Hamburg.

The needs assessment is based on an analysis of housing problems by income level among renters and
owners, as well as households with special needs. Additionally, needs were identified through a
comprehensive public outreach process that included stakeholder consultation, public hearings and a
review process designed to meaningfully engage citizens.

Data in this section was drawn primarily from HUD’s Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy
(CHAS) data set (2016-2020), which is a special tabulation of American Community Survey (ACS) data
from the Census Bureau, as well as 2016-2020 ACS data updated in August 2024. CPD Maps were
created to show the geographic distribution and concentration of cost burdened households based on
the most recent CHAS data. The map of Hamburg shows Census tracts by number. Areas shaded in
green shows designated Community Development target areas within selected Census tracts. There has
been significant movement in terms of eligible block groups and resultant target areas from the last
Consolidated Plan (further defined in SA-10 Geographic Priorities) and the following map reflects the
most recent data. There is better distribution of eligible target areas than in recent years, however most
of the target areas are still located in the northern part of the town, along the border with Lackawanna
and including the older Village of Blasdell as reflected in the HUD Target Area Map on the following

page.

Consolidated Plan Hamburg 21
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NA-50 Non-Housing Community Development Needs - 91.415, 91.215 (f)

Describe the jurisdiction’s need for Public Facilities:

The Town of Hamburg is focusing largely on housing, public services, infrastructure and economic
development but has made public facility improvements that may include handicapped accessibility
improvements and other enhancements and may continue to do so.

How were these needs determined?

The market and community need for housing assistance, homelessness prevention, infrastructure
improvements and provision of services to Town residents are priorities and there is not enough federal
money to adequately invest in those needs. COVID-19 was a large factor in reinforcing these priorities.

Describe the jurisdiction’s need for Public Improvements:

During the 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan period, the Town of Hamburg and the Villages of Blasdell and
Hamburg will continue to target and expend funds for infrastructure projects. Such projects are
expected to include waterlines, street repaving, drainage improvements and other types of
infrastructure improvements. In 2023 Hamburg completed major road reconstruction in the Villages and
were able to benefit 5,900 low and moderate income residents.

How were these needs determined?

The Town of Hamburg's Public Works Department evaluates the condition of the Town’s infrastructure
and recommends needed improvements. The Villages of Blasdell and Hamburg also identify needed
infrastructure improvements in a similar manner as they did for the 2023 projects. The Town Board has
the final say on specific projects, but all three municipalities also receive requests from citizens for
public improvements via public meetings and letters and all proposed projects go through a public
process.

Describe the jurisdiction’s need for Public Services:

COVID-19 only increased the need to provide public services to the residents of Hamburg. The Town of
Hamburg partners with providers such as:

e Belmont Housing Resources for WNY
e (Center for Elder Law & Justic
e Housing Opportunities Made Equal

Consolidated Plan Hamburg 29
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e St. Peter & Paul Parish Outreach & Food Pantry
e Neighborhood Legal Services, Inc.

e Hamburg Development Corporation

e Western New York Law Center

Services provided include legal and eviction prevention services to combat the addition of new members
to the homeless population; budget, credit and debt counseling; foreclosure prevention counseling and
services; Fair Housing counseling and landlord/tenant counseling; assistance to victims of domestic
violence; senior services; and loans to for-profit businesses for job creation and/or retention purposes.

How were these needs determined?

These needs were identified by the Town of Hamburg’s desire to continue established public services
and the increasing need to keep residents from being displaced from their living arrangements wherever
possible, to create employment opportunities in close proximity to residents, and to combat poverty by
assisting with many of the basic goods and services there are getting harder to afford.

Based on the needs analysis above, describe the State's needs in Colonias

Consolidated Plan Hamburg 30
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Housing Market Analysis

MA-05 Overview

Housing Market Analysis Overview:

As a member of the Erie County HOME Consortium, the Town of Hamburg is not required to submit a
separate housing market analysis as a component of the five-year Consolidated Plan. This document
supplements the Consolidated Plan by providing an overview of the Hamburg information that will assist
the Town in its local planning efforts during the next five years.

The Town of Hamburg’s population as of 2023 is estimated at 59,986 by the American Community
Survey and this figure has remained incredibly consistent over the last two decades. The population age
65 and over comprises 21.2% of the population so the needs of seniors are an important factor in
community planning and municipal services.

Review of year-built data shows that the Town of Hamburg was a typical post-World War Il suburb with
its largest growth taking place in the late 1940’s and the 1950’s. Moderate growth occurred during each
subsequent decade. Based on ACS data, the number of occupied units in the Town of Hamburg as of
2022 is 26,144. Owner occupied units totaled 19,171, representing 73.3% of the occupied units. There
were 6,973 rental units, 26.7% of the occupied units.

Single family detached structures dominate the owner-occupied housing supply. Nearly nine out of
every ten owner occupied units are single detached units. Multifamily structures containing 5 or more
units predominates the rental supply.52.7% of the number of rental units are in structures of five or
more units up from 44% since 2015. Another 31.7% were in structures with 2 to 4 units and 13.6% were
in single family detached and attached structures.

Vacancy data available indicates overall rental supply is in balance as of the time of the report. The
estimated 245 vacant units represents 3.5% of the rental inventory in what is a very tight regional and
national rental market. Housing for sale represent less than one-half percent of the owner-occupied

inventory.

Based on 2022 ACS data, Median contract rent was $926 (up a significant 36% from 2015 data) and
median gross rent was up 30% at $1,007

ACS data indicates that median value of homes in Hamburg in 2022 was $216,900, up a staggering 49%.
Costs have only increased in recent years, as have interest rates and the costs associated with financing
housing, so these numbers likely do not fully reflect the rapid increase in housing costs in the Town.

Consolidated Plan Hamburg 31

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 {exp. 09/30/2021)
360



Median household income for Hamburg is $78,794, a 32% increase from 2015. According to the
household income table, 30.6% of the households have an income below $50,000. 28.6% have an
income between $50,000 and $99,999.

The overall picture in the Town of Hamburg is one of increasing incomes, but even more rapidly
increasing costs of housing. The disparity is not nearly as significant as many communities in the region,
yet it does increase potential costs burdens associated with housing.

The Town of Hamburg currently has just over 800 units of assisted housing, including approximately 600
senior units and while there has been some talk of a short-term moratorium on housing development,
the community is seeing quite a bit of activity bringing new affordable and senior housing on-line to
meet this growing demand. The HOME Consortium has supported the development of Oakwood Senior
Apartments that opened in 2022 and included seven set-aside units for seniors and frail elderly as well
as the Juniper Apartment project that recently broke ground and will bring 65 new affordable
apartments to market. Additionally, Riley Brook is a new development located near the town senior
center and Frontier School buildings that is bringing 70 new income-eligible one, two, and three —

bedroom units on-line.

Year Built Owner | Renter
2020 or later 0 16
2010-2019 1,180 a17
2000-2009 1,742 255
1980-1995 3,741 1,255
1960-1979 4,189 2,352
1940-1959 5430 37
1939 or earlier 2,889 1,241

Total | 19,171 6,973

Table 5 — Housing Supply
Source: 2022 ACK Five Year Estimaies

Table 5 Housing Supply

Consolidated Plan Hamburg 32
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Categdory Owner Renter

1-detached 17,151 89.5% | 790 11.3%
1-attached 622 3.2% | 161 2.3%
2 apartments 617 3.2% | 1,416 20.3%
3 or 4 apartments 100 0.5% | 818 11.7%
5 to 9 apartments 0 0.0% | 1,689 24.2%
10 or more apariments 20 0.1% | 1,988 28.5%
Mobile Home, RV 661 34% | 11 1.6%
Total 19,171 | 100.00% | 6,973 | 100.00%

Table 6 — Number of Units in Structure

Table 6 Housing Units in Structure

Source: 2022 ACS Frve Year Estimates

Units
For rent 245
Rented, not occupied o6
For sale only 109
Sold, not occupied 58
For seasonal, recreational, or occasional use 299
For migrant workers 4]
Other vacant 169
Total §76
Table 7 — Vacant Units
Source: 2022 ACS Five Year Estimates
Table 7 Vacant Units
Rent Range Contract Rent Gross Rent

Less than
$500 809 12.0% 646 9.6%
$500-999 3,369 50.1% | 2,669 39.7%
$1,000-1,499 2,227 33.1% | 2,823 42.0%
$1,500-1,995 264 3.9% 501 7.A%
$2,000-2,499 56 0.8% 72 1.1%
$2,500-2,999 0 0.0% 14 0.2%
$3,000 or
more 0 0.0% ] 0.0%

Total | 6,725 10000% | 6,725 | 100.00%
Median rent $926 $1,007

Table 8 — Contract and Gross Rent
Source: 2022 ACS Five Yeor Estirmnates

Table 8 Contract and Gross Rent

Consolidated Plan
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Range of owner-occupied unit value Number | Percent
Less than $50,000 892 A4.7%
$50,000-99,999 821 4.3%
$100,000-149,995 2,445 12.8%
$150,000-199,999 4251 22.2%
$200,000-299,999 6,358 33.2%
$300,000-499,999 3,853 20.1%
$500,000-999,999 A07 2.1%
$1,000.000 or more 144 0.8%

Total 19,171 | 100.00%
Median value $216,900

Table 9 — Value of Owner-Occupied Units
Source: 2022 ACS Five Yeor Estimates

Table 9 Value of Owner Occupied Units

Income Range Percent

Under $10,000 3.1%
$10,000-14,899 3.0%
$15,000-$24,999 57%
$25,000-$34,999 7.6%
$35,000-49,999 11.2%
$50,000-$74,995 17.0%
$75,000-95,999 11.6%
$100,000-145,999 20.5%
$150,000-199,939 12.5%
$200,000 or more 7.8%

Total 100
Household median income $78,794

Table 10— Income for Households in Hamburg
Source: 2022 ACK Five Yeor Estimates

Table 10 Household Income

Cost Burden and Condition of Housing

The gross rent to income table reflects cost burden data. A total of 42.9% of renters pay 30% of more of

their income for rent. Moreover, within that category 37.4% of renter household pay 35% or more of

their income for rent (up 5% from 2017). As shown previously, the median contract rent in Hamburg is
estimated at $926 and the gross rent is rent is $1,007.

For homeowners without a mortgage, 12.8% have a housing cost which is 30% or more of income. For

homeowners with a mortgage, 26.6% have a housing cost which is 30% or more of income.
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When the number of homeowners with a mortgage and those without a mortgage are combined, a total

of 3,020 households or 15.8% of all homeowners have a housing cost which is equal to 30% of more of

their income.

There is clearly a significant, albeit common disparity between the cost burden on renters in the Town
verses the cost burden on homeowners. Public policy should take this into account when looking at

housing insecurity.

There are 8,247 households living alone and these households represent 31.5% of all households living
in Hamburg. Of the 4,119 elderly households living alone, 57.1% are female. It is likely that a significant

proportion of these households are among those households who are cost burdened and have a housing

cost which is 30% of more of their income, whether as renters or homeowners.

Number Percent
Less than 15.0% 1,071 16.1%
15.0t019.9% 915 13.7%
20.0t024.9% 1,019 15.3%
25.01029.9% 792 11.9%
30.0t034.9% 369 5.5%
35.0% or more 2,494 37.4%
Total 6,660 160.0%

Table 11 — Gross Rent as Percentage of Income
Source: 2022 ACS Five Year Estimites
Table 11 Gross Rent as percentage of income

With Mortgage Without Mortgage

Percent of Income Number | Percent | Number | Percent
Less than 10.0% 1,027 13.4% 3.272 A2.7%
10.0t014.9% 2,804 37.7% 1,455 19.0%
15.0{019.9% 3052 39.8% 797 10.4%
20.0t024.9% 1353 17.6% 734 9.6%
25.01029.9% 1059 13.8% 430 5.6%
30.0t034.9% 500 6.59% 205 2.7%
35.0 t035.9% 427 2.6% 238 3.1%
40.0 t0 49.9% 386 5.0% 210 2.7%
30.0% or more 725 9.5% 328 4.3%
Total | 11,423 | 100.00% 7,670 | 100.00%

Table 12 —Housing Costs for Owners without Mortgage
Sovrce: 2022 ACS Frve Yegr Estimates

Table 12 Housing Costs for Owners without Mortgage
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Total Male Female
Households living alone - nonelderly | 4,128 | 50.1% | 1,856 | 62.9% | 2272 | 42.9%
Households living alone - 65+ 4119 | 4909% | 1094 | 37.1% | 3,02b| 57.1%
Houscholds living alone - total | 8,247 | 100.0% | 2,950 | 100.0% | 5,297 | 100.0%

Table 13 — Households Loving Alone
Source: 2022 ACS Five Year Estimates

Table 13 Households Living Alone
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MA-50 Needs and Market Analysis Discussion

Are there areas where households with multiple housing problems are concentrated?
(include a definition of "concentration™)

The greatest concentration of low-income households is found within Census tract 130.01, ranging
between 40-55%. There are concentrations of low income households ranging from 25-40% in Census
Tract 129.04 and 128.

The highest level of poverty is shown in Census tracts with between 10% and 18% of households
meeting the poverty criteria. Census tracts having this degree of poverty concentration are 128, 129.01,
129.03, and 130.1. As can been viewed on the numbered Census tract map for the Town, designated
Community Development target areas are within all of these Census tracts.

Are there any areas in the jurisdiction where racial or ethnic minorities or low-income
families are concentrated? (include a definition of "concentration")

The Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice (2024) identified one census tract with significant
concentrations of both poverty and minority populations. More specifically, these Racially or Ethnically
Concentrated Areas of Poverty (R/ECAPs), are defined as areas where the non-white fraction of the
population is more than double the overall non-white fraction of the population in the community and
where the local poverty rate (census tract) is more than twice as large as the community poverty rate.

The census tract is located adjacent to multiple R/ECAPs in neighboring Lackawanna. Since the 2009- 13
ACS, the data from which are used by HUD in its AFFTHO004a dataset, the non-White share of
population in this tract increased 3.4% and the poverty rate has stayed stable.

Notably, whereas the northwesternmost census tract in Hamburg was identified as a R/ECAP in the prior
Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice process, patterns of population change since 2010 have
coincided with racially/ethnically concentrated poverty shifting just to the east, where both Asian and
Hispanic/Latinx residents live in disproportionate numbers relative to each group’s share of Hamburg’s
overall population.

What are the characteristics of the market in these areas/neighborhoods?

There are a number of older, early suburban developments in close proximity to the City of Lackawanna.
The Village of Blasdell features commercial corridors and concentrated activity. As noted | the Needs
Assessment, this area features the highest percentage of housing problem and has been an area of focus
for rehabilitation activities.

Are there any community assets in these areas/neighborhoods?

Consolidated Plan Hamburg 49
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MA-60 Broadband Needs of Housing occupied by Low- and Moderate-Income
Households - 91.210(a)(4), 91.310(a)(2)

Describe the need for broadband wiring and connections for households, including low- and
moderate-income households and neighborhoods.

In 2017, Erie County Broadband Committee commissioned a Broadband Feasibility Study that studied
the existing Broadband Infrastructure, identified service gaps, and made recommendations for
improving broadband availability. The New York State Broadband Program Office (NYS BPO) defines
broadband for the purposes of their grant programs as an Internet delivery service of 100Mbps or better
to download Internet content to the user. The NYS BPO relaxes these criteria for remote or rural areas
that are challenged for infrastructure and may need to rely on wireless, or mixed technologies of fiber
optics and wireless to deliver Internet services. In these special cases an eligible broadband service must
support 25Mbps download speeds or better.

There is a fair amount of fiber optic cabling supporting the larger businesses of metropolitan Buffalo, but
these providers either do not target residential or small business, or price their fiber optic services such
that they are prohibitively expensive to residential users or small business. The Erie County Broadband
Committee has specifically identified “bringing high speed internet to these more rural, lower income
areas of the County where it currently doesn’t exist or is very limited” as a significant need.

Describe the need for increased competition by having more than one broadband Internet
service provider serve the jurisdiction.

There are two predominant broadband service providers in Erie County—Verizon and Spectrum—who
offer broadband services to residential and small business customers. Verizon offers digital subscriber
lines (DSL) services over their traditional copper plant and high order services across their fiber optic
network service called FiOS™. FiOS™ offers plans ranging from 50Mbps to 500Mbps. Verizon’s DSL
services do not meet the FCC’s or NYS broadband bandwidth requirement of 25Mbps download speed
(source: ECC Technologies Erie County Broadband Feasibility Study)

Verizon and Spectrum service levels vary, depending upon the infrastructure and services available in
different parts of the County. The study found that while the urban and suburban areas of the County
are for the most part served in terms of access and competition, many of the rural areas of the County,
which are towns and villages to the south and east, are lacking and expected to fall further behind.

The 2017 Study identified a lack of essential infrastructure in the form of competitive choices of fiber
optic service provider(s) to city, town, and village neighborhoods within the Consortium, other than
Verizon FiOS™. While there was a fair amount of fiber optic cabling supporting the larger businesses of
metropolitan Buffalo, the providers either did not target residential or small business, or priced their
fiber optic services such that they were prohibitively expensive to residential users or small business.
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To meet the goal of “bringing high speed internet to these more rural, lower income areas of the County
where it currently doesn’t exist or is very limited” one path was the creation of an Open Access Network
(OAN) that would be available to public and private organizations and would improve broadband service
throughout the Consortium. The creation of the OAN views broadband infrastructure as a utility
necessary to maintain quality of life and keep communities competitive. While the development of the
OAN was the most aggressive proposal in the 2017 Study, the availability of funding under the American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) made the OAN a viable option for providing broadband service. 1n 2021, Erie
County commissioned ECC Technologies, Inc. (ECC) to develop an OAN Business Plan, including a
preliminary route design for a middle-mile fiber optic backbone interconnecting cities, towns and
villages throughout the County. In 2022, ErieNet Local Development Corporation (ErieNet), a not-for-
profit local development corporation, was formed to develop and operate the OAN, which is to be
comprised of 400 miles of fiber optic backbone comprised of headend and regional points of presence,
interconnections to public and private broadband providers, aerial and buried cable pathways, fiber
optic cabling and components, and community anchor institutions (CAl’s) endpoints. Examples of CAl’s
include County facilities, 911 centers, libraries, municipal facilities, school district facilities, higher
education institutions, healthcare facilities, and other major employers. The dark fiber provided by
ErieNet can be used by CAl's for their own network communications and applications and also by
telecommunications carriers, Internet Service Providers and other public and private broadband
providers to extend and connect their infrastructure to their constituents and customers. Construction
and launch of the OAN is being funded with $34 million in ARPA funds and an additional $2.8 million in
County funding for design and construction management services. Installation has begun and is
expected to be completed in mid-2025.
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MA-65 Hazard Mitigation - 91.210(a)(5), 91.310(a)(3)

Describe the jurisdiction’s increased natural hazard risks associated with climate change.

In March 2023, along with the University of Buffalo, the County published the Erie County Climate
Vulnerability Assessment in funded in part by the Climate Smart Community Grant Program, Title 15 of
the Environmental Protection Fund through the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation.

The plan analyzed the County’s exposure and vulnerability to changing climate conditions, including but
limited to:

* Increased temperatures and more heat waves

e Enhanced intensity of both floods and drought

* lLonger growing seasons, but changes in what is able to be effectively grown

e More variability in lake levels and increased shoreline erosion

e Warmer lake temperatures that exacerbate algal blooms, leading to polluted water

e Amplified threats to human health (e.g., reduced air quality, risk of disease-carrying insects, and

extreme temperatures)

Ultimately the plan assessed the potential effects of hazards and the County’s specific sensitivity to
extreme heat, flooding, high winds, biological hazards, and limitations related to mobility and
accessibility in order to gage the County’s preparedness for natural hazards and to develop an action
plan for hazard mitigation, hazard preparation, hazard response, and hazard recovery.

Describe the vulnerability to these risks of housing occupied by low- and moderate-income
households based on an analysis of data, findings, and methods.

Erie County is committed to anticipating and mitigating to whatever extent possible, the vulnerability of
housing occupied by low- and moderate-income households to increased natural hazards associated
with climate change. In 2020 Erie County established the Climate Action Fund, that reinvests half of the
cost savings achieved through energy conservation and waste reduction into sustainability initiatives.

The County has committed to utilize the Climate Action Fund to invest in “Opportunities” identified in
the Climate Action and Sustainability Plan to directly respond to identified “Threats” and
“Vulnerabilities”

Additionally, the County has partnered with the New York State Energy Research and Development
Authority to develop the Erie County Low-Income Program for Sustainable Energy (ECLIPSE). ECLIPSE is
intended to create a community-scale program to provide integrated energy services for Low- to
Moderate-Income (LMI} households by purchasing energy in bulk for as many as 60,000 Home Energy
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Assistance Program (HEAP) recipients in Erie County. An interdepartmental county team will work with
partners, such as utilities and community organizations, to develop strategies to recruit LMI households
into this bulk purchasing program.
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Strategic Plan

SP-05 Overview

Strategic Plan Overview

The Town of Hamburg continues to prioritize public facility improvements for infrastructure projects
where eligible. The Town of Hamburg has shifted away from making loans for housing rehabilitation
programs and is now only lending for rehabilitation as part of the Mobile Home Renovation Loan
Program. This shift from loans to grants through the Housing Renovation Program is reflective of the
high priority the Town is putting on maintaining quality housing and housing stability for low- and
moderate-income residents.

Public services have become an even larger priority after the COVID-19 pandemic. The Town of Hamburg
will continue to utilize partners like Belmont Housing Services of WNY, Housing Opportunities Made
Equal (HOME), the Center for Elder Law & Justice, Neighborhood Legal Services, and Sts. Peter and Paul
Outreach (remove the following - the Homeless Alliance of Western New York (HAWNY), and the Legal
Aid Bureau) to provide public services to the residents of the Town.

The Town continues to foster economic development through a partnership with the Hamburg
Development Corporation (HDC) to provide financial assistance to businesses creating job opportunities

for low and moderate income residents.
Institutional Delivery Structure

The Town of Hamburg Department of Community Development administers CDBG and HOME funds via
the Erie County HOME Consortium provided to the Town by HUD. The primary goal of the Community
Development Program is to develop and maintain viable communities with respect to housing,
neighborhoods and economic opportunities. The Town relies on a network of public, private sector, and
non-profit organizations to implement the Strategic Plan, particularly to address homelessness and
special needs populations.
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SP-10 Geographic Priorities - 91.415, 91.215(a)(1)

Geographic Area
Table 12 - Geographic Priority Areas
1 Area Name: Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #1
Area Type: Local Target area
Other Target Area Description:
HUD Approval Date:
% of Low/ Mod:
Revital Type: Comprehensive
Other Revital Description:
{dentify the neighborhood boundaries for Town of Hamburg CT130.02 BG 4. rail tracks to the
this target area. west, Howard Road, the Creek to the northwest.
Include specific housing and commercial Typical Housing in this area.
characteristics of this target area.
How did your consultation and citizen Exception criteria target area.
participation process help you to identify
this neighborhood as a target area?
Identify the needs in this target area. Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.
What are the opportunities for Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvement in this target area? improvements.
Are there barriers to improvement in this No.
target area?
2 Area Name: Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #2
Area Type: Local Target area
Other Target Area Description:
HUD Approval Date:
% of Low/ Mod:
Revital Type: Comprehensive
Other Revital Description:

Consolidated Plan
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Identify the neighborhood boundaries for
this target area.

Town of Hamburg. Lake Avenue to the north;
Milestrip Road to the south; Bethford Drive to the
east; east boundary of the Village of Blasdell to the
west.

Include specific housing and commercial
characteristics of this target area.

Typical single family and two-family housing in this
area. Nonindustrial commercial businesses in this
area.

How did your consultation and citizen
participation process help you to identify
this neighborhood as a target area?

Exception criteria target area.

Identify the needs in this target area.

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

What are the opportunities for
improvement in this target area?

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

Are there barriers to improvement in this
target area?

No.

Area Name: Town of Hamburg/Woodlawn/Hoover Beach
Exception Target Area #3
Area Type: Local Target area

Other Target Area Description:

HUD Approval Date:

% of Low/ Mod:

Revital Type:

Comprehensive

Other Revital Description:

Identify the neighborhood boundaries for
this target area.

Town of Hamburg. Lackawanna border to north;
Camp Road to the south; Route 5 to the east; Lake
Erie to the west.

Include specific housing and commercial
characteristics of this target area.

Typical Housing in this area and non-industrial
commercial businesses.

How did your consultation and citizen
participation process help you to identify
this neighborhood as a target area?

Exception Criteria Target Area.

ldentify the needs in this target area.

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

Consolidated Plan
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What are the opportunities for
improvement in this target area?

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

Are there barriers to improvement in this
target area?

No.

Area Name:

Village of Blasdell Exception Target Area #4

Area Type:

Local Target area

Other Target Area Description:

HUD Approval Date:

% of Low/ Mod:

Revital Type:

Comprehensive

Other Revital Description:

Identify the neighborhood boundaries for
this target area.

Village of Blasdell. Miller Avenue to the north; south
boundary of the Village to the south; east boundary
of the Village and South Park Ave to the east; Martin
Ave to the west.

Include specific housing and commercial
characteristics of this target area.

Typical Housing in this area and non-industrial
commercial businesses.

How did your consultation and citizen
participation process help you to identify
this neighborhood as a target area?

Exception Criteria Target Area.

Identify the needs in this target area.

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

What are the opportunities for
improvement in this target area?

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

Are there barriers to improvement in this
target area?

No.

Area Name:

Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #5

Area Type:

Local Target area

Other Target Area Description:

HUD Approval Date:

% of Low/ Mod:

Revital Type:

Comprehensive

Other Revital Description:

Consolidated Plan
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Identify the neighborhood boundaries for
this target area.

Town of Hamburg. Milestrip Road to the north; Big
Tree Road to the south; a rail line to the east; and
Route 5 on the west.

Include specific housing and commercial
characteristics of this target area.

Typical Housing in this area and non-industrial
commercial businesses.

How did your consultation and citizen
participation process help you to identify
this neighborhood as a target area?

Exception criteria target area.

Identify the needs in this target area.

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

What are the opportunities for
improvement in this target area?

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

Are there barriers to improvement in this
target area?

No.

Area Name:

Village of Blasdell Exception Target Area #6

Area Type:

Local Target area

Other Target Area Description:

HUD Approval Date:

% of Low/ Mod:

Revital Type:

Comprehensive

Other Revital Description:

Identify the neighborhood boundaries for
this target area.

Village of Blasdell. Lake Avenue to the north; Miller
Avenue to the south; east boundary of Census Tract
128 (just east of South Park Avenue) to the east;
Martin Street to the west.

Include specific housing and commercial
characteristics of this target area.

Typical housing and non-industrial commercial.

How did your consultation and citizen
participation process help you to identify
this neighborhood as a target area?

Exception criteria target area.

Identify the needs in this target area.

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

What are the opportunities for
improvement in this target area?

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.
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Are there barriers to improvement in this
target area?

No.

Area Name:

Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #7

Area Type:

Local Target area

Other Target Area Description:

HUD Approval Date:

% of Low/ Mod:

Revital Type:

Comprehensive

Other Revital Description:

Identify the neighborhood boundaries for
this target area.

Town of Hamburg. Milestrip to the North; Sheldon
Road to the South; Town of Orchard Park to the
East; Brompton Drive to the West.

Include specific housing and commercial
characteristics of this target area.

Typical single family and two-family housing in this
area. Nonindustrial commercial businesses in this
area.

How did your consultation and citizen
participation process help you to identify
this neighborhood as a target area?

Exception criteria target area.

Identify the needs in this target area.

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

What are the opportunities for
improvement in this target area?

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

Are there barriers to improvement in this
target area?

No.

Area Name:

Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #8

Area Type:

Local Target area

Other Target Area Description:

HUD Approval Date:

% of Low/ Mod:

Revital Type:

Comprehensive

Other Revital Description:

Consolidated Plan
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Identify the neighborhood boundaries for
this target area.

Town of Hamburg. First Street to the North; Seventh
Street and Nelson Avenue to the South; Route 5 and
Milestrip Road to the East; Woodlawn Avenue to
the West.

Include specific housing and commercial
characteristics of this target area.

Typical housing in this area. Commercial
characteristics of this area nonindustrial.

How did your consultation and citizen
participation process help you to identify
this neighborhood as a target area?

Exception criteria target area.

Identify the needs in this target area.

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

What are the opportunities for
improvement in this target area?

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

Are there barriers to improvement in this
target area?

No.

Area Name:

Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #9

Area Type:

Local Target area

Other Target Area Description:

HUD Approval Date:

% of Low/ Mod:

Revital Type:

Comprehensive

Other Revital Description:

Identify the neighborhood boundaries for
this target area.

Town of Hamburg. Sowles Road to the north; Camp
Road to the south; rail line to the east; New York
State Thruway to the west.

Include specific housing and commercial
characteristics of this target area.

Typical Housing in this area and non-industrial
commercial businesses.

How did your consultation and citizen
participation process help you to identify
this neighborhood as a target area?

Exception criteria target area.

Identify the needs in this target area.

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

What are the opportunities for
improvement in this target area?

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.
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Are there barriers to improvement in this
target area?

No.

10

Area Name:

Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #10

Area Type:

Local Target area

Other Target Area Description:

HUD Approval Date:

% of Low/ Mod:

Revital Type:

Comprehensive

Other Revital Description:

identify the neighborhood boundaries for
this target area.

Town of Hamburg. Sowles and Bayview Roads to the
north; Legion Drive to the south; Maelou Drive to
the west; Clark Street to the east.

Include specific housing and commercial
characteristics of this target area.

Typical Housing in this area and non-industrial
commercial businesses

How did your consultation and citizen
participation process help you to identify
this neighborhood as a target area?

Exception criteria target area

Identify the needs in this target area.

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

What are the opportunities for
improvement in this target area?

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

Are there barriers to improvement in this
target area?

No.

11

Area Name:

Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #11

Area Type:

Local Target area

Other Target Area Description:

HUD Approval Date:

% of Low/ Mod:

Revital Type:

Comprehensive

Other Revital Description:

Identify the neighborhood boundaries for
this target area.

Town of Hamburg. Milestrip Road on the north; Big
Tree Road on the south; the New York State
Thruway on the east; South Park Avenue on the
west.
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Include specific housing and commercial
characteristics of this target area.

Typical Housing in this area and non-industrial
commercial businesses.

How did your consultation and citizen
participation process help you to identify
this neighborhood as a target area?

Exception criteria target area.

Identify the needs in this target area.

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

What are the opportunities for
improvement in this target area?

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

Are there barriers to improvement in this
target area?

No.

12

Area Name:

Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #12

Area Type:

Local Target area

Other Target Area Description:

HUD Approval Date:

% of Low/ Mod:

Revital Type:

Comprehensive

Other Revital Description:

Identify the neighborhood boundaries for
this target area.

Town of Hamburg. Camp Road to the north; Rogers
Road to the south; the rail tracks to the east; Lake

Erie to the west.

Include specific housing and commercial
characteristics of this target area.

Typical Housing in this area and non-industrial
commercial businesses.

How did your consultation and citizen
participation process help you to identify
this neighborhood as a target area?

Exception criteria target area.

Identify the needs in this target area.

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure
improvements.

What are the opportunities for

Housing rehabilitation and infrastructure

improvement in this target area? improvements.
Are there barriers to improvement in this No.
target area?
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SP-25 Priority Needs - 91.415, 91.215(a)(2)
Priority Needs

Table 13 - Priority Needs Summary

1 Priority Need | Public Facilities and Infrastructure Improvements
Name
Priority Level | High
Population Non-housing Community Development
Geographic
Areas
Affected
Associated Public Facilities and Infrastructure Improvements
Goals
Description Infrastructure and facility improvements in the Town of Hamburg and the Village of
Blasdell. Such projects may include waterlines, street repaving, drainage
improvements and other types of infrastructure improvements within HUD eligible
target areas, including projects such as Hamburg Highway Dept. and Martin Avenue
Basis for Improving and maintaining the public infrastructure continues to be a high priority.
Relative There is an ongoing need to address inadequate streets and sidewalks in poor
Priority surface condition, crumbling curbs in need of replacement and redesign to
facilitate mobility for a cross-section of residents’ as well as a need to address
inadequate drainage and aging water infrastructure.
2

Priority Need

Improve Housing Stock

Name
Priority Level | High
Population Low
Moderate
Geographic
Areas
Affected
Associated Improve Housing Stock - Renovation
Goals
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Description Housing renovation continues to be in high demand in Hamburg. The older housing
stock, particularly in early suburban developments, requires ongoing maintenance
and up-keep to maintain decent living conditions. In addition to grants for eligible
homeowners, the Town sees a need for resources to assist with mobile home
repairs and provides 2% loans for that purpose.

Basis for The older housing stock in the community requires ongoing housing rehabilitation.

Relative The popularity of the program shows the ongoing need and high demand for

Priority housing rehabilitation.

Priority Need
Name

Public Services and Fair Housing

Priority Level

High

Population Extremely Low
Low
Moderate

Geographic

Areas

Affected

Associated Fair Housing

Goals Public Services

Description The Town has contracted with Housing Opportunities Made Equal (HOME), a Fair
Housing Counseling and Enforcement Agency, to provide fair housing and
landlord/tenant counseling. Budget, credit, debt, and foreclosure counseling are
provided in conjunction with Belmont Housing Resources for WNY.
The Town of Hamburg works to prevent homelessness by partnering with wit Elder
Law & Justice and Neighborhood Legal Services for eviction protection services and
counseling.

Basis for Public services continue to be a high priority in Hamburg, even more so in the wake

Relative of COVID-19.

Priority

Additionally, cost burdening is an issue for Town residents, both homeowners and
renters, creating financial stress in the housing market and the need for support
services. The Town also has a significant number of housing developments available
to low-and-moderate-income households and larger multifamily structures (5 units
or more) predominate the rental supply, generating the potential for fair housing
concerns.

Priority Need
Name

Economic Development

Priority Level

High
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Population Non-housing Community Development

Geographic

Areas

Affected

Associated Economic Development

Goals

Description The Department of Community Development has jurisdiction and reporting duties
over the Town’s economic development loan program. The economic development
loans are part of the Town’s Community Development Block Grant funding and
portfolio. Currently, the Town of Hamburg has an Agreement with the Hamburg
Development Corporation (HDC) to administer its economic development program.
The “HDC” is a direct sub-recipient of the Town of Hamburg and its Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding.

Basis for

Relative

Priority

Priority Need
Name

Homeless Assistance

Priority Level

High

Population Extremely Low
Low
Moderate
Rural
Chronic Homelessness
Individuals
Geographic
Areas
Affected
Associated Homeless Prevention Program
Goals
Description The Town of Hamburg works to prevent homelessness by partnering with wit Elder
Law & Justice and Neighborhood Legal Services for eviction protection services and
counseling.
Basis for Housing shortages in the region and increased cost burdens related to housing
Relative have increased the number of households who are at-risk of becoming homeless.
Priority
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Narrative (Optional)
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SP-40 Institutional Delivery Structure - 91.415, 91.215(k)

Explain the institutional structure through which the jurisdiction will carry out its consolidated plan

including private industry, non-profit organizations, and public institutions.

Responsible Entity Responsible Entity Role Geographic Area Served
Type

Belmont Housing Non-profit Ownership Region
Resources for WNY, Inc. | organizations Rental
Center for Elder Law Non-profit public services Region
and Justice organizations
HOUSING Non-profit Rental Region
OPPORTUNITIES MADE organizations
EQUAL, INC.
Saints Peter and Paul Non-profit public services Jurisdiction
Parish Outreach and organizations
Food Pantry
Neighborhood Legal Non-profit public facilities Region
Services organizations
Hamburg Development | Non-profit public services Jurisdiction
Corp. organizations

Table 15 - Institutional Delivery Structure
Assess of Strengths and Gaps in the Institutional Delivery System

Strengths

The Hamburg Community Development Department is an effective point of contact for the
programming put forth in the Consolidated Plan. The Department works with non-profit partners to
deliver public services ranging from eviction prevention and fair housing, to budget, credit and debt
counseling. The Department can cross-reference programs and services in order to match residents with
multiple programs including the Town’s direct rehabilitation program and homeless prevention program
when applicable.

Gaps

The major gap that exists relates to CHDOs. The existing CHDOs have had difficulty satisfying the HUD
requirements regarding development experience and organizational capacity. This has created a
shortage of CHDOs within the Consortium area. This may require establishing new CHDOs or expanding
the reference point/priority of existing ones.

Availability of services targeted to homeless persons and persons with HIV and mainstream
services
Consolidated Plan Hamburg 73
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Homelessness Prevention Available in the Targeted to Targeted to People
Services Community Homeless with HIV

Homelessness Prevention Services
Counseling/Advocacy X
Legal Assistance X
Mortgage Assistance X
Rental Assistance X
Utilities Assistance X

Street Outreach Services
Law Enforcement X
Mobile Clinics X
Other Street Outreach Services X X
Supportive Services
Alcohol & Drug Abuse X X X
Child Care X X
Education X
Employment and Employment
Training X X
Healthcare X X
HIV/AIDS X X
Life Skills X X
Mental Health Counseling X X X
Transportation X
Other ‘

Table 16 - Homeless Prevention Services Summary
Describe how the service delivery system including, but not limited to, the services listed
above meet the needs of homeless persons (particularly chronically homeless individuals and
families, families with children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth)

Counseling/Advocacy - The Consortium's and its partners provide counseling and advocacy services that
seek to identify the needs of the homeless and link with appropriate treatment and other supports, and
assist in finding safe, affordable, permanent housing.

Legal Assistance - Legal assistance benefits include a handful of services available to all eligible
individuals, whether they qualify for on-going benefits or not. These Legal Assistance benefits cover help
with utility shut-offs, back rent, temporary shelter for people who are homeless; and emergency
housing issues like help with emergency moving and storage costs and help getting a security
agreement.

Mortgage Assistance - The institutional delivery structure includes Counseling Agencies that can help
homeowner get information on foreclosure counseling or loan modifications.
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Rental Assistance - Counseling Agencies can help renters get information that include eviction
prevention and referrals to emergency rental assistance. The homeless can explore transitional housing,
section 8 subsidized housing units, and security deposit assistance programs.

Utilities Assistance - The Consortium's institutional structure includes utilities assistance through the
HEAP. HEAP is federally funded assistance with home heating costs and energy conservation for eligible
households. Program components include benefit assistance for heat and electricity, furnace repair or
replacement, weatherization referral, and cooling assistance.

Other Street Outreach Services - The Department of Social Services has contracted Crisis Services to
serve homeless individuals in need of emergency shelter when DSS-Emergency Housing is closed.

Alcohol & Drug Abuse — The Erie County Department of Alcohol and Substance Abuse administers drug
and alcohol prevention programs while detoxification services for alcohol and substance abuse are
available through Erie County Medical Center, Buffalo General Hospital, Alcohol and Drug Dependency
Services

Child Care - The Day Care Unit provides integral referrals and information to all families, service
providers, community-based organizations and divisions with the Erie County Department of Social
Services. Referrals are provided to clients after determining the most effective level of services available.

Education - Various organizations offer educational and vocational training for low-income populations.
These programs include GED or certificate programs, specific skill development, resume writing,
interview training, and assistance with locating jobs through job boards and referrals.

Employment and Employment Training - Employment assistance and training are provided by
Restoration Society, Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals with Disabilities, Workforce
Investment Board, Niagara Frontier Vocational Training Center.

Healthcare - The Erie County Health Department’s Indigent Nursing Program provides health assessment
and some basic medical care to homeless individuals at various community service agencies. The
Community Health Center also does medical assessments of low-income individuals in the community.

HIV/AIDS - The Planned Parenthood of Buffalo and Erie County Mobile Outreach Unit screens clients for
sexually transmitted diseases and other medical needs.

Life Skills - The CASH coalition {Creating Assets Savings and Hope) continues to operate two “Hope
Centers” that provide onsite access to financial management counselors, benefits counselors, and help
with filing for the earned income tax credit.

Financial management intervention, counseling services, advice on budgeting and financial problems,
and other life skills programming are provided through: Consumer Credit Counseling Service of Buffalo,
Catholic Charities, Business and Professional Women of Buffalo, and Cornell Cooperative Extension.
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Describe the strengths and gaps of the service delivery system for special needs population
and persons experiencing homelessness, including, but not limited to, the services listed
above

For Special Needs Populations there is a Single Port of Entry process throughout the Continuum of Care
region. Specific to Hamburg, the Town refers its residents to programs to combat homelessness such as
the eviction prevention and counseling services provided by Neighborhood Legal Services and the
Center for Elder Law & Justice.

Provide a summary of the strategy for overcoming gaps in the institutional structure and
service delivery system for carrying out a strategy to address priority needs

The Town of Hamburg works closely with appropriate local agencies within the Continuum of Care

The plan highlights the need for wider awareness and use of mainstream resources and existing
community services. It advocates educating consumers, service providers, and the local community to
empower people to better access the benefits and services for which they or their clients are eligible.

The Continuum of Care Alignment section includes six goals that aim to improve the homeless service
system throughout the CoC service area. The goals range from developing and codifying systematic
approaches for addressing obstacles and meeting gaps to improving data collection and performance
measurement efforts.

The Town addresses situations where families or individuals may slip through the cracks in the service
delivery system by working with Belmont Housing to identify any extreme, emergency homeless
situations, and making provision for payment to a hotel of motel for a period of time until a longer-term
solution can be reached.
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SP-65 Lead-based Paint Hazards - 91.415, 91.215(i)

Actions to address LBP hazards and increase access to housing without LBP hazards

The Town of Hamburg Community Development Department provides educational materials to the
community and to applicants for housing -based programs that provide information on the danger of
lead paint hazards and ways to minimize risk associated with them. Homeowners are advised of the
availability of testing for elevated levels of lead in the blood of children.

How are the actions listed above integrated into housing policies and procedures?

All rehabilitation housing applications submitted to the Hamburg CD Department are reviewed for the
lead-based paint risk assessment. Compliance includes visual assessments, verbal questioning during the
intake and written questions on the application form. All housing cases include a visual assessment for
lead-based paint hazards, including peeling, cracking, chipping or flaking paint.

If the unit meets the LBP hazard threshold, the unit is then inspected by an outside contractor specialist
to assess the condition in detail and specify remediation action required. Upon completion of
remediation, the same contractor performs a clearance inspection.
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SP-70 Anti-Poverty Strategy - 91.415, 91.215(j)

Jurisdiction Goals, Programs and Policies for reducing the number of Poverty-Level Families

The Town of Hamburg takes a comprehensive look at combatting poverty through education and
counseling, the provision of affordable housing and opportunities for homeownership, housing
rehabilitation programs to keep people housed and housed in quality residential units, supporting
economic development and job creation in the town, and by creating partnerships to provide goods and
services to residents in need. Specifically, the Town:

e Implements a first-time homebuyer to provide opportunities for homeownership without the
high initial cost burden that can lead to ‘house poverty’

e Provides rehabilitation assistance for rental properties, owner-occupied, and mobile homes in
order to lessen cost the burden of maintaining a residence and helping maintain quality living
standards

e Partners to provide budget, debt, and credit counseling as well as legal services to prevent
eviction and foreclosure

e Supports the Hamburg Development Corporation’s loan program that funds businesses creating
new job opportunities for fow- and moderate-income individuals

e Supports the efforts of St. Peter & Paul Parish Outreach who has a contract with Feedmore WNY
to provide food to those in need - including homeless individuals and families that are living in
Town

How are the Jurisdiction poverty reducing goals, programs, and policies coordinated with this
affordable housing plan

As noted in the Market Analysis, housing prices have increased significantly in the Town of Hamburg,
however Hamburg remains affordable in comparison to the regional market and provides stable and
affordable residential opportunities in a community with a relatively high quality of life in close
proximity to significant economic opportunity and in a community with strong social and municipal
services. This is supported by the fact that, for the last two years, sale prices have continued to match or
exceed asking prices in Hamburg demonstrating the pressure that lack of supply to meet the demand is
putting on housing costs.

The Town is focused on continued efforts to improve the supply of quality affordable houses, while
maintaining strong municipal services and strong social services to those in need.
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SP-80 Monitoring - 91.230

Describe the standards and procedures that the jurisdiction will use to monitor activities
carried out in furtherance of the plan and will use to ensure long-term compliance with
requirements of the programs involved, including minority business outreach and the
comprehensive planning requirements

The Town of Hamburg Department of Community Development will continue to monitor its sub—
recipient, the Hamburg Development Corporation (HDC), on a bi-annual basis as has been done in the
past.

The Hamburg Town Board has directed the Department of Community Development to assist the
Hamburg Development Corporation (HDC) with economic development funds through the use of CDBG
Program Income funds. To this end, the HDC provides economic development loans that are geared
toward job creation and/or job retention. Over the past several years, the Department of Community
Development has required the HDC to update its program application and to also update and amend its
reporting requirements to be consistent with the regulations for the Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) program. In order to ensure that the HDC was following the proper HUD required
regulations, the Department of Community Development completes bi-annual monitoring of the HDC
that includes on site reviews of loan files, job creation numbers, evaluation of its program and the
effectiveness in which the funds are utilized. Twice a year the Department of Community Development
specifically monitors the HDC, its books, files and records to ensure that the CDBG funding provided to
the HDC is utilized in a way that is eligible within the regulations for the CDBG program.

With respect to the Town’s housing programs, the Town of Hamburg Department of Community
Development staff along with the Town of Hamburg Finance Department reviews all housing programs
balances, loan pay offs, deposits and expenditures on a monthly basis.

For both Village of Hamburg and Village of Blasdell Infrastructure projects, the Town conducts visits of
job sites to complete employee interviews. In addition, the Town reviews payroll for these projects to
ensure Davis-Bacon requirements are being followed.

The Town also makes regular updates to its policies and procedures for all of our programs, submits
quarterly Federal Financial Transaction Reports, and makes semi-annual submissions of Federal Labor
Standards Report and annual submissions of MBE/WBE Contracting-Subcontracting Reports.

In addition to monitoring’s conducted by Town personnel, Erie County conducts periodic monitoring’s of
all HOME-funded projects under Hamburg’s Homeowner Rehabilitation program, including: inspection
of case files to determine compliance with HOME standards; review of compliance with proper lead
testing and remediation procedures; on-site visits; and review of project management (including record-
keeping and documentation).
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If appropriate, describe publically owned land or property located within the jurisdiction that
may be used to address the needs identified in the plan

Discussion
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AP-35 Projects - 91.420, 91.220(d)

introduction

The Town of Hamburg’s priorities for 2025 include infrastructure/street improvements, housing
renovations, grants to assist first-time homebuyers, comprehensive fair housing services, public services
including housing counseling, legal/eviction and homeless prevention services as its priority projects.
Geographically, the Town of Hamburg focuses the majority of CDBG funds in its HUD defined Low and
Moderate Income target areas based upon the August, 2024 ACS mapping data. The Town of Hamburg
Department of Community Development administers CDBG funds provided to the Town by HUD in an
ongoing basis, which usually expends its funding the same year it is received. The primary goal of the
Community Development Program is to develop and maintain viable communities with respect to
housing, neighborhoods, public services and economic opportunities. The Town relies on a network of
public, private sector, and non-profit organizations to implement its Strategic Plan, particularly to
address homelessness and special needs populations.

Project Name
Town of Hamburg Infrastructure Reconstruction

Blasdell Infrastructure Reconstruction

Housing Renovation Grants

Homeownership Assistance - First Time Homebuyer

Fair Housing Services

DN BRI W|IN|R|®

Housing Counseling

7 | Legal/Eviction Services

Table 20 —- Project Information

Describe the reasons for allocation priorities and any obstacles to addressing underserved
needs

Allocation priorities are based upon past and recent needs combined with the ability to expend CDBG
fundsin a timely manner. Lack of funding is an obstacle to addressing underserved needs.
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AP-50 Geographic Distribution - 91.420, 91.220(f)

Description of the geographic areas of the entitlement (including areas of low-income and

minority concentration) where assistance will be directed

As in the past, the Town of Hamburg expends its public facility projects within HUD target areas only.
Further projects/services are directed to low/moderate income residents, thus maintaining the 100%

low/moderate income expenditures.

Geographic Distribution

Target Area

Percentage of Funds

Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #1

Town of Hamburg/Woodlawn/Hoover Beach Exception Target Area #3

Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #2

Village of Blasdell Exception Target Area #4

Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area # 12

Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #5

Village of Blasdell Exception Target Area #6

Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #7

Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #8

Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #11

Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #10

Town of Hamburg Exception Target Area #9

Table 21 - Geographic Distribution

Rationale for the priorities for allocating investments geographically

Based upon HUD target areas created by the ACS as detailed in August, 2024,

Discussion

Consolidated Plan Hamburg
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AP-85 Other Actions - 91.420, 91.220(k)

Introduction

The Town of Hamburg and its Department of Community Development actively coordinates with
agencies, municipalities, housing providers and social service agencies that directly benefit town and
village residents. Examples are contracts with Housing Opportunities Made Equal, Inc.; Belmont
Housing Resources for WNY; The Center for Elder Law & Justice and also with other agencies such as
Neighborhood Legal Services; Sts. Peter & Paul Food Pantry/Outreach. Furthermore we have contacts
within Erie County agencies, Rural Outreach Center, and others to assist our residents.

Actions planned to address obstacles to meeting underserved needs

As part of ongoing efforts to address underserved needs, the Town of Hamburg works closely with the
Continuim of Care agencies, other municipalities, and other Erie County departments to address said
needs.

Actions planned to foster and maintain affordable housing

The Town of Hamburg has been and will continue to be at the forefront of affordable housing in the

region. Our work with over 600 families in providing homeownership assistance since 1992 continues to

this day. Our housing renovation program continues at a steady rate of performance since we changed
the program from loans to conditional grants. Our mobile home repair program continues to assist
clients with repairs to the homes with an extremely low loan interest rate of 2%. Specific housing
counseling for housing issues also maintains affordable housing in Hamburg.

Actions planned to reduce lead-based paint hazards

Any client/family proceeding through our housing programs will have their home checked for lead and
needed be cleared for lead during their housing process. '

Actions planned to reduce the number of poverty-level families

Reducing poverty-level families directly relates to the amount of funding received by the Town of
Hamburg via the CDBG entitlement program. Programs addressing food insecurity, rent relief,
homelessness and others are being included annually within our annual CDBG projects. Contacts with
numerous public service agencies are continued throughout the year to assist in this matter.

Actions planned to develop institutional structure

The Town of Hamburg continues to look for innovative ways to keep and develop its institutional
structure for its residents, especially for those low/moderate income residents. Working with not-for-

Consolidated Plan Hamburg
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profits, countywide agencies and other municipalities continues to be effective in this matter.

Actions planned to enhance coordination between public and private housing and social
service agencies

The Town of Hamburg through its Department of Community Development already coordinates
between housing and social service agencies directly benefitting town residents. Examples are contracts
with Housing Opportunities Made Equal, Inc.; Belmont Housing Resources for WNY; The Center for Elder
Law & Justice along with coordinating with other agencies such as Neighborhood Legal Services; Sts.
Peter & Paul Food Pantry/Outreach. Furthermore we have contacts within Erie County agencies, Rural
Qutreach Center, and others to assist our residents.

Discussion

Consolidated Plan Hamburg 99
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Program Specific Requirements
AP-90 Program Specific Requirements - 91.420, 91.220(1)(1,2,4)

Introduction

Projects planned with CDBG funds are expected to be available during the year are identified in the
Projects Table AP-35 (2025). The following identifies an additional $100,000 in CDBG program income
funding that is estimated to be available for use during the upcoming 2025 program year. Projects to be
funded include loans to for-profit businesses for job creation and homeless prevention use via our
Homeless Prevention Program.

Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG)
Reference 24 CFR 91.220(l)(1)
Projects planned with all CDBG funds expected to be available during the year are identified in the
Projects Table. The following identifies program income that is available for use that is included in
projects to be carried out.

1. The total amount of program income that will have been received before the start of the

next program year and that has not yet been reprogrammed 100,000

2. The amount of proceeds from section 108 loan guarantees that will be used during the year

to address the priority needs and specific objectives identified in the grantee's strategic plan. 0

3. The amount of surplus funds from urban renewal settlements 0

4. The amount of any grant funds returned to the line of credit for which the planned use has

not been included in a prior statement or plan 0

5. The amount of income from float-funded activities 0

Total Program Income: 100,000

Other CDBG Requirements

1. The amount of urgent need activities 0

2. The estimated percentage of CDBG funds that will be used for activities that benefit

persons of low and moderate income.Overall Benefit - A consecutive period of one,

two or three years may be used to determine that a minimum overall benefit of 70%

of CDBG funds is used to benefit persons of low and moderate income. Specify the

years covered that include this Annual Action Plan. 100.00%
Consolidated Plan Hamburg 100
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Discussion

Overall Benefit - A period of three years is utilized to determine that a minimum overall benefit of 70%
of CDBG funds is

used to benefit persons of low and moderate income. This new Consolidated Plan covers the years 2025,
2026 & 2027.
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Specific Community Development Block Grant Certifications

The Entitlement Community certifies that:

Citizen Participation -- It is in full compliance and following a detailed citizen participation plan that
satisfies the requirements of 24 CFR 91.105.

Community Development Plan -- Its consolidated plan identifies community development and housing
needs and specifies both short-term and long-term community development objectives that that have been
developed in accordance with the primary objective of the CDBG program (i.e., the development of viable
urban communities, by providing decent housing and expanding economic opportunities, primarily for
persons of low and moderate income) and requirements of 24 CFR Parts 91 and 570.

Following a Plan -- It is following a current consolidated plan that has been approved by HUD.

Use of Funds -- It has complied with the following criteria:

1. Maximum Feasible Priority. With respect to activities expected to be assisted with CDBG
funds, it has developed its Action Plan so as to give maximum feasible priority to activities
which benefit low- and moderate-income families or aid in the prevention or elimination of
slums or blight. The Action Plan may also include CDBG-assisted activities which the grantee
certifies are designed to meet other community development needs having particular urgency
because existing conditions pose a serious and immediate threat to the health or welfare of the
community, and other financial resources are not available (see Optional CDBG Certification).

2. Overall Benefit. The aggregate use of CDBG funds, including Section 108 guaranteed loans,
during program year(s) 2025, 2026, 2027 [a period specified by the grantee of one, two, or
three specific consecutive program years], shall principally benefit persons of low and moderate
income in a manner that ensures that at least 70 percent of the amount is expended for activities
that benefit such persons during the designated period.

3. Special Assessments. It will not attempt to recover any capital costs of public improvements
assisted with CDBG funds, including Section 108 loan guaranteed funds, by assessing any
amount against properties owned and occupied by persons of low and moderate income,
including any fee charged or assessment made as a condition of obtaining access to such
public improvements.

However, if CDBG funds are used to pay the proportion of a fee or assessment that relates to the
capital costs of public improvements (assisted in part with CDBG funds) financed from other
revenue sources, an assessment or charge may be made against the property with respect to the
public improvements financed by a source other than CDBG funds.

In addition, in the case of properties owned and occupied by moderate-income (not low-income)
families, an assessment or charge may be made against the property for public improvements
financed by a source other than CDBG funds if the jurisdiction certifies that it lacks CDBG funds
to cover the assessment.

Excessive Force -- It has adopted and is enforcing:

1. A policy prohibiting the use of excessive force by law enforcement agencies within its
jurisdiction against any individuals engaged in non-violent civil rights demonstrations; and

2. A policy of enforcing applicable State and local laws against physically barring entrance to or

exit from a facility or location which is the subject of such non-violent civil rights
demonstrations within its jurisdiction.
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APPENDIX TO CERTIFICATIONS

INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING LOBBYING CERTIFICATION:

Lobbying Certification

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction
was made or entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this
transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the required
certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for
each such failure.
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ASSURANCES - CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS OMB Number: 4040-0009

Expiration Date: 02/28/2025

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0042), Washington, DC 20503.

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT
AND BUDGET. SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

Certain of these assurances may not be applicable to your project or program. If you have questions, please contact the

NOTE:

Previous Edition Usable

Awarding Agency. Further, certain Federal assistance awarding agencies may require applicants to certify to additional

assurances. If such is the case, you will be notified.

Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assistance, 8.
and the institutional, managerial and financial capability

(including funds sufficient to pay the non-Federal share

of project costs) to ensure proper planning,

management and completion of project described in

this application.

Will give the awarding agency, the Comptroller General 9.
of the United States and, if appropriate, the State,

the right to examine all records, books, papers, or

documents related to the assistance; and will establish

a proper accounting system in accordance with

generally accepted accounting standards or agency 10.

directives.

Will not dispose of, modify the use of, or change the
terms of the real property title or other interest in the
site and facilities without permission and instructions
from the awarding agency. Will record the Federal
interest in the title of real property in accordance with
awarding agency directives and will include a covenant
in the title of real property acquired in whole or in part
with Federal assistance funds to assure
nondiscrimination during the useful life of the project.

Will comply with the requirements of the assistance
awarding agency with regard to the drafting, review and
approval of construction plans and specifications.

Will provide and maintain competent and adequate
engineering supervision at the construction site to

ensure that the complete work conforms with the
approved plans and specifications and will furnish
progressive reports and such other information as may be
required by the assistance awarding agency or State.

Will initiate and complete the work within the applicable
time frame after receipt of approval of the awarding agency.

Will establish safeguards to prohibit employees from
using their positions for a purpose that constitutes or
presents the appearance of personal or organizational
conflict of interest, or personal gain.

Authorized for Local Reproduction

As the duly authorized representative of the applicant:, | certify that the applicant:

Will comply with the Intergovernmental Personnel Act
of 1970 (42 U.S.C. §§4728-4763) relating to prescribed
standards of merit systems for programs funded

under one of the 19 statutes or regulations specified in
Appendix A of OPM's Standards for a Merit System of
Personnel Administration (5 C.F.R. 900, Subpart F).

Will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning
Prevention Act (42 1J.S.C. §§4801 et seqg.) which
prohibits the use of lead-based paint in construction or
rehabilitation of residence structures.

Will comply with all Federal statutes relating to non-
discrimination. These include but are not limited to: (a)
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352)
which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race,
color or national origin; (b) Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.S.C. §§1681
1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination
on the basis of sex; (c) Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (29) U.S.C.
§794), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of
handicaps; (d) the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as
amended (42 U.S.C. §§6101-6107), which prohibits
discrimination on the basis of age; (e) the Drug Abuse
Office and Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L. 92-255), as
amended relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of
drug abuse; (f) the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation
Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-618), as amended, relating to
nondiscrimination on the basis of aicohol abuse or
alcoholism; (g) §8523 and 527 of the Public Health
Service Act of 1912 (42 U.S.C. §§290 dd-3 and 290 ee
3), as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohol
and drug abuse patient records; (h) Title VIl of the
Civil Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. §§3601 et seq.), as
amended, relating to nondiscrimination in the sale,
rental or financing of housing; (i) any other
nondiscrimination provisions in the specific statue(s)
under which application for Federal assistance is being
made; and (j) the requirements of any other
nondiscrimination statue(s) which may apply to the
application.

Standard Form 424D (Rev. 7-97)
Prescribed by OMB Circular A-102

439



440



441



	Executive Summary
	ES-05 Executive Summary – 24 CFR 91.200(c), 91.220(b)

	The Process
	PR-05 Lead & Responsible Agencies - 91.200(b)
	PR-10 Consultation - 91.100, 91.110, 91.200(b), 91.300(b), 91.215(l) and 91.315(I)
	PR-15 Citizen Participation - 91.105, 91.115, 91.200(c) and 91.300(c)

	Needs Assessment
	NA-05 Overview
	NA-10 Housing Needs Assessment - 24 CFR 91.405, 24 CFR 91.205 (a,b,c)
	NA-15 Disproportionately Greater Need: Housing Problems - 91.405, 91.205 (b)(2)
	NA-20 Disproportionately Greater Need: Severe Housing Problems - 91.405, 91.205 (b)(2)
	NA-25 Disproportionately Greater Need: Housing Cost Burdens - 91.405, 91.205 (b)(2)
	NA-30 Disproportionately Greater Need: Discussion - 91.205 (b)(2)
	NA-35 Public Housing - 91.405, 91.205 (b)
	NA-40 Homeless Needs Assessment - 91.405, 91.205 (c)
	NA-45 Non-Homeless Special Needs Assessment - 91.405, 91.205 (b,d)
	NA-50 Non-Housing Community Development Needs - 91.415, 91.215 (f)

	Housing Market Analysis
	MA-05 Overview
	MA-10 Housing Market Analysis: Number of Housing Units - 91.410, 91.210(a)&(b)(2)
	MA-15 Housing Market Analysis: Cost of Housing - 91.410, 91.210(a)
	MA-20 Housing Market Analysis: Condition of Housing - 91.410, 91.210(a)
	MA-25 Public And Assisted Housing - 91.410, 91.210(b)
	MA-30 Homeless Facilities and Services - 91.410, 91.210(c)
	MA-35 Special Needs Facilities and Services - 91.410, 91.210(d)
	MA-40 Barriers to Affordable Housing - 91.410, 91.210(e)
	MA-45 Non-Housing Community Development Assets - 91.410, 91.210(f)
	MA-50 Needs and Market Analysis Discussion
	MA-60 Broadband Needs of Housing occupied by Low- and Moderate-Income Households - 91.210(a)(4), 91.310(a)(2)
	MA-65 Hazard Mitigation - 91.210(a)(5), 91.310(a)(3)

	Strategic Plan
	SP-05 Overview
	SP-10 Geographic Priorities - 91.415, 91.215(a)(1)
	SP-25 Priority Needs - 91.415, 91.215(a)(2)
	SP-30 Influence of Market Conditions - 91.415, 91.215(b)
	SP-50 Public Housing Accessibility and Involvement - 91.415, 91.215(c)
	SP-55 Strategic Plan Barriers to Affordable Housing - 91.415, 91.215(h)
	SP-60 Homelessness Strategy - 91.415, 91.215(d)
	SP-65 Lead-based Paint Hazards - 91.415, 91.215(i)
	SP-70 Anti-Poverty Strategy - 91.415, 91.215(j)
	SP-80 Monitoring - 91.230

	Expected Resources
	AP-15 Expected Resources - 91.420(b), 91.220(c)(1,2)

	Annual Goals and Objectives
	AP-35 Projects - 91.420, 91.220(d)

	Sheet1
	Annual Goals and Objectives
	AP-38 Project Summary
	AP-50 Geographic Distribution - 91.420, 91.220(f)
	Affordable Housing
	AP-55 Affordable Housing - 91.420, 91.220(g)
	AP-60 Public Housing - 91.420, 91.220(h)
	AP-65 Homeless and Other Special Needs Activities - 91.420, 91.220(i)
	AP-75 Barriers to affordable housing - 91.420, 91.220(j)
	AP-85 Other Actions - 91.420, 91.220(k)

	Program Specific Requirements

