
Next Meeting: August 11, 2026 

ERIE COUNTY FAIR HOUSING  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS QUARTERLY MEETING 

AGENDA 

Tuesday, August 11, 2026; 10am 
Erie County Rath Building – Department of Environment & Planning 
95 Franklin Street, Buffalo NY 14202 
 
Board Invitees:  
Dan Szewc – ECDSS (Chair) 
Dawn Brown – BNAR 
Karen King – Public Advocacy 
Terri Flaherty – Belmont 
Nico Soria – Western New York Law Center 
 
Other Invitees: 
Paul D’Orlando – DEP 
Jean Bennett – DEP 
Richard E. Stanton – Erie County Attorney’s Office  
Dan Corbitt – HOME 
 
1. Welcome  

 
2. Approval of Minutes – May 12, 2026 

Terri Flaherty: Moves to approve, Nico Soria moves to second. Unanimous. 
 

3. Case Updates 
 
Dan Corbitt: Spoke with affected clients about Law Department pausing 
prosecution pending appeal of James v. Commons West, LLC. 
 
 Couple cases regarding reasonable accommodation pending for filing, but 

reached resolution. 
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 Last update on AG is that they’re hopeful to get a decision by the end of the 
year, but not optimistic on time frame. 

o Appeal is filed, so COA needs to make a decision. There are people 
saying that if COA rules favorably, they may file federally to go to 
SCOTUS. 
  

o Any further discussion with HUD regarding the inspection 
requirements? AG has advised those conversations have taken place 
over the last year or so to request HUD modify the requirements, but 
there’s been little/no traction. 

 

Nico Soria: Is Dept. Law restricting to Sec. 8 or all SOI? May be all and needs 
clarification. 

 
4. New Cases 

 
 No new cases at this time. People are coming in with SOI complaints, and are 

being provided information about Commons West. 
o Referred to DHR which is pausing prosecution, but still accepting 

complaints for once decision is reached on appeal. 
 

5. Adjourn 

 


