Erie County Ethics Board
Draft Minutes 7/6/2026

Budget Conference Room (16" Floor) — Rath Building

Members: _X__ Taunya Abaya, Chair Staff: _x__Aaron Rubin, Counsel
_X__ Anne Joynt, Vice Chair _X__Barb Piazza, Chief Ethics Officer
_X__ Ellen Kennedy, Secretary

Others Present: James Blackwell, Aislyn McQueen (County Executive Office)

1. Meeting called to order 12:00
2. Meeting Minutes: Anne moved, Taunya seconded to approve the June minutes. Motion passed.
3. Website / Email Updates (Piazza/Chair):

a. Updates to website: Minutes, and agenda have been updated

b. FOIL Requests — none

4, Chief Ethics Officer Report: Almost all of the Financial Disclosure Forms have been submitted (95%). Follow-up will continue on
those who have not beenreceived. Looking ahead, October 21 is Global Ethics Day and plans will be made for local participation.

5. 0ld Business:

a. Financial Disclosure Forms — board members will review recent submissions following today’s meeting.
b. Complaintregarding an officer assault — an email has been sent explaining that the issue is not in our purview.
c. The Board received a question fromJoan Latinaregarding ethical conductof anemployee of the Board of Elections and

possible Code of Ethics violations. After discussion it was determined that this isnot an issue for the Board toaddress. Ms.
Piazza will send letter to Ms. Latina noting the Boards response to the question she raised.

d. Springville complaint— Following up on previous discussion, Anne moved and Ellen seconded that our advisory
opinion should be sent to the interested party.

6. New Business: Jamesand Aislyn joined the boardin a discussion about appointingnew board members. We discussed our needs,
including the requirement (NYS Municipal Law) to have one county employee on the Board. Itis hoped to have some candidates by
the end of the month.

7. Public Comments: none

8. Motion to adjourn: Anne moved, Ellen seconded that the meeting be adjourned at 1:09.

9. Next meeting: scheduled for Tuesday, September 8, 2026 at 12:00 p.m., 16" Floor, ECH






