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Erie County Ethics Board 
Meeting Minutes 

January 3, 2022 8:30 a.m.:  

Budget Conference Room (16th Floor)- Rath Building 
 

MEMBERS:    Steven Schwartz, Chair (via Zoom) 
Chris Trapp, Vice-Chair 
Brian Downey 
Heather Gresham 
Ellen Kennedy 

 

STAFF:    Leslie Ortiz-Fogg Counsel 

Kayla Witherspoon, Administrative Support 
 

EXCUSED:  
 
     
OTHERS PRESENT: __Taunya Abaya, Community Member 

 
1. Meeting called to order at 8:36 A.M. 

 
2. November, 2021 Meeting Minutes reviewed and minutes approved on motion of Kennedy, 

seconded by Trapp. 

 

3. Board Term of Office (Schwartz):  January 1, 2022-December 31, 2026 - County Executive has 
not forwarded a nomination to the Legislature who must then approved the nomination. A 
nomination will possibly come from County Executive’s office later in January, 2022. 

 

4. Selection of Officers for 2022(Schwartz): 
i. Chair – Chris Trapp – nomination by Schwartz, seconded by Kennedy 
ii. Vice Chair –Brian Downey – nomination by Trapp, seconded by Schwartz  
iii. Secretary – Ellen Kennedy – nomination by Trapp, seconded by Schwartz 

-Nominations closed-moved by Trapp, seconded by Kennedy 
-One vote for Board slate – moved by Downey, seconded by Trapp, approved unanimously 
-Witherspoon will assist Kennedy with secretarial functions; in the future, minutes may be 
reviewed by proposed Chief Ethics Officer. 
Chris Trapp then chaired the rest of the meeting. 
 
 

5. Proposed 2022 Calendar for Meetings (Chair) 
i. January 3, 2022 
ii. February 7, 2022 – determine date for March 2022 meeting 
iii. March 7, 2022 – tentative date  
iv. April 4, 2022 
v. May 2, 2022 
vi. June 6, 2022 
vii. July 11, 2022 
viii. August 1, 2022* 
ix. September 12, 2022 
x. October 3, 2022 
xi. November 7, 2022 
xii. December 5, 2022* 

(These dates will be published on the website.) 
*dates may be cancelled if lack of sufficient business 
Addition meeting dates to review Disclosures will be set as needed. 
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6. Website / Email Updates (Witherspoon /Chair): 

i. Request for opinions/actions: (Ortiz-Fogg) 11/9/21 Request an opinion if Financial 
Disclosure Forms are required for county volunteer board positions, specifically, for 
members of the Conditional Release Commission. – The Board is still waiting on a 
response; Conditional Release Commission-possibly merged into Erie County Parole 
office; Commission members could be County employees.  Counsel will follow up. 

ii. Updates to website:  Minutes, agenda 

iii. FOIL Requests:  NONE 

iv. Other communications: (Schwartz) 10/29/21 Krodthoff, attached a letter from Stephan 
Mychajliw, Erie County Comptroller to Sheila Poole, Commissioner NYS Office of 
Children & Family Services and cc’d to the Board of Ethics. Responded by Chair on 
11/10/21 acknowledging receipt of the email and attachment. 

 

7. Old Business:  

i. Letter requesting Chief Ethics Officer sent to County Executive on 11/1/2021. No 
response as of this date. –Schwartz will follow up with County Executive. 

ii. Review of Law 2 (2018) and Board of Ethics Rules & Regulations – Review will be on the 
agenda for February meeting 

 
8. New Busines 

i. 2022 Schedule for Financial Disclosures 
a. Printing of Disclosures (Witherspoon)-online request to print 350 

copies through Print Shop 
b. Request names from Department Heads, Boards, Offices: January 

2022 (Witherspoon)-Determine who qualifies for Financial 
Disclosure form. Follow up by phone if needed; request letters 
returned to the Board by Feb. 7, 2022. 

c. Return of departmental lists- February 15, 2022 (Witherspoon) 
d. Distribution of Financial Disclosures: April 1, 2022 (Witherspoon) 
e. Date for return of completed Disclosures:  May 15, 2022 

 
ii. Next meeting scheduled for Monday, February 7, 2022 at 8:30 a.m.   

 

9. Public Comments-Suggestion to post EC Board of Ethics Rules & Regulations, Local Law 2 
(2018) on website 

 

10. Motion to adjourn – Meeting adjourned at 9:07 A.M. Motion to adjourn by Gresham; seconded 
by Kennedy. 

 
 


