FOOD POLICY
COUNCIL

of Buffalo & Ere County

Food Policy Council of Buffalo and Erie County
Draft Meeting Minutes

January 29, 2025 | 4:00PM
Rath Building, Room 1004 | 95 Franklin Street | Buffalo, NY 14202

Councilmembers in Attendance: Sarah Gatti, Michelle Scott, Rob Free, Danielle Rovillo, Eric Tower,

Thomas Baines, Dinash Lal, Elias Martinez, Jessica Schuster, Karine Amato, Mallory Hohl, Michelle
Roberts

Councilmembers Excused: Betsy Andersen, Laura Corrin, Samendy Brice, Marla Guarino, Mayda
Pozantides

Councilmembers Absent: Kelly Ann Kowalski

Staff in Attendance: Najlah Habeeb, Colette McDonald

Guests: Kathleen Graim

1. Approval of October 2024 Meeting Minutes

Rob Free indicated the remaining grant amount in the draft minutes was incorrect and provided an
accurate figure. Danielle Rovillo made a motion to APPROVE the October 2024 meeting minutes as
amended, seconded by Jessica Schuster, and carried by all voting members.

2. Treasurer Update

Mr. Free stated there is a balance of $5,114.82 remaining of the United Way grant.
3. Erie County Updates

Erie County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan

Chairperson Gatti provided an update on the ongoing Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan, noting
the steering committee would soon be reviewing the draft document and that the FPC will also have a
chance to review. She further noted that a public rollout of the draft would occur in the spring with a
comment period and an open house, the location of which is to be determined.

New York Food for New York Families (NYFNYF) Grant

Danielle Rovillo provided an update on the NYFNYF grant, noting that 407 families at 45 daycare facilities
are being served through the program.

USDA Grant

Ms. Rovillo noted that although a notice of award for this grant was received, it is unclear how things
will progress in light of the federal funding freeze.
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4. Partner Organization Updates

Karine Amato provided some behind the scenes information on what goes into preparing the food boxes
daycares receive through the NYFNYF grant and noted that items in the boxes must be approved by the
New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets (AGM). Ms. Amato is working with AGM to
expand the list of permitted items.

5. Committees/Working Groups

Chairperson Gatti stated a report had been circulated to the FPC prior to the meeting and discussed the
Youth Working Group (YWG). Several FPC members have expressed interest in joining the YWG but no
one has the capacity to lead the group. A meeting to brainstorm reactivation of the YWG will be
scheduled with interested members.

6. New Business
Conflict of Interest Disclosure Forms

Chairperson Gatti stated that Conflict of Interest Disclosure forms had been emailed prior to the
meeting and asked that completed forms be given to the FPC Coordinator before the end of the meeting
and that those who had not completed the form yet doso.

FPC 2025 Meeting Schedule

Chairperson Gatti informed the FPC that meetings would now be held every other month with the next
meeting in June. Meeting locations are to be determined but will likely not be held at the Rath Building.

Adopt FPC 2025 Goals

Chairperson Gatti provided an overview of the proposed 2025 goals, noting they had been approved by
the Action Planning Committee and Executive Committee and a vote to approve them was now required
by the FPC. Ms. Gatti further noted that some goals were carried over from last year and some were
now. Michelle Scott made a motion to APPROVE the FPC 2025 Goals, seconded by Danielle Rovillo.

Adopt FPC Bylaws

Chairperson Gatti described the Bylaw revisions, noting they were primarily aligning the Bylaws with
actual practice and correcting some grammatical errors.

FPC Attendance Discussion

Chairperson Gatti shared that two membership applications had been received, one from Kathleen
Graim and one from Alan Henry. The Governance Committee recommends that Ms. Graim join the
Council. Mr. Henry will be attending the next FPC meeting and a decision on his membership will be
made at that time. Ms. Rovillo made a motion to APPOINT Kathleen Graim to the FPC, seconded by
Michelle Scott, and carried by all voting members.
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Chairperson Gatti also called attention to attendance issues, noting that three members have a
significant number of absences. The Governance Committee recommends that the two stakeholder
members with attendance issues be placed on an attendance watch. If either member accrues two more
absences, they will be removed from the Council. The FPC agreed with this course of action. Ms. Gatti
noted that County staff are working on addressing the appointed member’s poor attendance.

Standing Committee/Working Group Survey

The FPC Coordinator distributed a survey to better understand committee and working group
membership. FPC members completed and returned the survey.

2025 Food Systems Summit

Chairperson Gatti updated the FPC on this event, noting that it is in the early planning stages and that
topics would likely include farm-friendly zoning, solar on farmland, and possibly agrivoltaics.

7. Business
Chairperson Gatti informed the group that Cooper Rohan hadresigned from the FPC.
8. Adjournment

Jessica Schuster made a motion to ADJOURN at 5pm, seconded by Thomas Baines, and carried by all
voting members.

January 2025 Action Log

Owner Action Due Date

Najlah Habeeb Send out calendar invites to FPC meetings. 02/28/2025

Najlah Habeeb Schedule a meeting to brainstorm reactivating the YWG to those | 03/17/2025
interested.

Jessica Schuster Share information on YWG with those interested. 03/26/2025

Rob Free Confirm November meeting location at Bisons field. 03/26/2025






