FOOD POLICY
COUNCIL

of Buffalo & Erie County

October 2024

Food Policy Council of Buffalo and Erie County

DRAFT Meeting Minutes

Date: October 30, 2024
Time: 4PM-5PM
Location: In person at Sahlen Field (1 James D Griffin Plaza, Buffalo, NY 14203)
Attendance: Appointed Members: Stakeholder Members:
P Sarah Gatti (Chair) E Michelle Scott (Vice Chair)
P Rob Free (Treasurer) P Cooper Rohan
P Danielle Rovillo (Co. Rep.) A Dinash Lal
P Betsy Andersen P Elias Martinez
A Eric Tower P Jessica Schuster
P Laura Corrin P Karine Amato
E Samendy Brice E Kelly Ann Kowalski
P Thomas Baines E Lisa Neff
FPC Coordinator P Mallory Hohl
P | Colette McDonald P Marla Guarino
Quorum Present? P Mayda Pozantides
Yes P Michelle Roberts
Agenda
Time Item Minutes
4:00 PM - | Welcome: Approved
4:05 PM 1. Approval of
September 2024
Meeting Minutes
4:05 PM — | Treasurer Update: The FPC currently has a remaining budget of
4:10 PM $5,114.85 in the Buffalo Bisons Charitable
Foundation Fund.
4:10 PM — | Erie County Updates: The Erie County Agricultural and Farmland
4:20 PM 1. Agricultural and Protection Board (AFPB) finished their second
Farmland Protection | round of focus groups and are currently working
Plan Update on the draft Agricultural and Farmland Protection
2. New York Food For | pjan anticipated to be released for public review
New York Families in winter 2025 which includes review by the FPC.
Grant Update The New York Food For New York Families Grant
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“Farm to Families” program has been given the go
ahead to begin program activities. A list of
targeted childcare facilities throughout Erie
County were distributed to FPC members. A letter
was sent out to each of these facilities this week
and Colette McDonald is currently working on
contacting each of these facilities by phone to
provide details of the program and how their
facility can enroll if interested.

The next steps of the program are enrolling
childcare facilities as distribution locations and
providing the families at each location with a
preliminary survey to gauge items they would
most like to receive in a weekly produce bag. The
anticipated start date is the end of November or
early December.

4:20 PM - | Partner Organizations Mallory Hohl highlighted the Planning for Equitable
4:35 PM Update: Urban Agriculture Book Symposium that was held
Opportunity for members to | October 29-30.FPC members discussed City of Buffalo
share updates from their municipal engagement in the event and ways to
respective organizations if prioritize urban agriculture in city government.
applicable. e Sarah Gatti mentioned sharing the draft
Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan
urban agriculture section with the FPC
Danielle Rovillo shared an update that the Erie County
Office of Health Equity is working on the annual
Community Health Assessment which includes a
community survey to help develop programs and
policies intended to improve the health of our
community. Danielle will provide additional
information, including the survey for FPC members to
share with their networks.
4:35 PM - | Committees/Working Emergency Food Working Group (EFWG):
4:45 PM Groups: The Emergency Eats Cookbook has been finalized.

Please review the
Committee/Working Group
report that was sent out with
the agenda for updates.

After the FPC meeting, Sarah, Colette, and Danielle
received notice that the digital version can be
made available online. Print versions will be
catalogued and circulated at Erie County Libraries
and additional copies can be made by request.



https://www3.erie.gov/fpc/sites/www3.erie.gov.fpc/files/2024-10/emergencyeatscookbook.pdf
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Procurement Working Group (PWG):

The PWG has begun working on a food
procurement resource to help guide those who
want to learn how to navigate the process for
various institutions throughout Erie County. The
resource will be made available on the FPC
website in the coming months.

Re-establishment of the Youth Working Group
YWG):

There is interest in restarting the YWG to engage
with youth throughout Erie County that are
interested in becoming more involved with
agriculture and food policy. To do this, we would
need a dedicated FPC member to Chair the group.
Interested members please reach out to
Jessica.Schuster@erie.gov or
Colette.McDonald@erie.gov

4:45 PM - | Standing Items: FPC members received a document detailing the
4:50 PM 1. FPC 2024 Goals status of each 2024 FPC Goals.
Update
4:50 PM — | New Business: In preparation for next year, a list of goals will be
4:55 PM 1. FPC 2025 Goals created and voted on at our next FPC meeting on
Update November 20™. A survey will go out with these

minutes for FPC members to identify areas and/or
specific items they would like the FPC to focus on

in 2025.
4:55 PM — | Other Business: N/A
5:00 PM
October 2024 Motion Log

Motion Passed: | Implementation: Brought to Motion/Seconded:
Approval of Y Brought to Motion by Mallory
September 2024 Hohl. Seconded by Thomas Baines.
Meeting Minutes No abstentions.
Adjourn Meeting Y Brought to Motion by Danielle

Rovillo. Seconded by Laura Corrin.

No abstentions.
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October 2024 Action Log

Owner:

Action:

Due Date:

All FPC
Members

Fill out the FPC 2025 Goals Survey

11/11



https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=SMh2unaEEUy_CV7h9VyiIgITcHw0gO1HnwUKfXmAKg5UNlJRSFdYTjVBRUNVWVhETllNRjVMT1VWQi4u&route=shorturl

